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CHAPTER XVI 

1917 

Ba^goad 

To FJ. fit H.B. 

Wc aic within two Hours <rf Bagdad and Tm fioe to admit 
that WDimg up this river gives one a wltolesomc rcs^^ 
for our li niy of communication. This is the 9th day ^ ve 
been at it, tying up fox a few hours at night but fteatning 17 
or 18 houiH n day notwithaanding. It’s wcH that it wasn't 
a month bter for already the temperature js 90 and on a 
crowded ship it's hot. We ^sed Kut bdbic sunrise, but i 
got up to sec it—poor tragic hcik place—itV shelled walls 
and shattered palm ttees catching the 6tS flash of da^ It 
is quite empty ftjll, but we are going to clean it out and build 
it up as soon as possible. 

Wc anchored bSt night [u^ above Gcsiphon, 1 know the 
river hanks wdl, for I’ve ridden up them more once. 
Our big camps arc the only unfamiliar obiefts. It*s aaflly 
three years to-day since I bft set out from Bagdad across tire 
Syrian Desert on my way back from Arabia. 


IIB, BAnurn, April lotk 

Such an arrival t Sir Percy made me moSt welcome and 
said a houK bad iieeii allotted to me. I went off to sec it 
and found a tiny rifling box of a place in a dirty little bazaar. 
It was absolutely empty—what filmiture 1 had was with my 
heavy luggage and not yet landed, and I hadn't even a boy, 
as I had left my servant to look after the h«vy luggage. 
Fortunately, like a good traveller, T had not parted from my 
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bed ind bath. Tltcse 1 pfoccedcd to scr up and further un¬ 
packed roy bos which had been dropped ictto the Tlgns^ 
and hung out all tlve things to dry on tlte railings of tlte coun. 
It was bieathkssiy hoi. I hadn't so much as a chair to pin 
anything on, and w-hen I wanted water for washing 1 had to 
ot^ my from dooi and call in the help of the bara a r . For¬ 
tunately tbcT itsponded with alacriw- 1 dined with Sir Percy, 
armed mystjf with a loaf of bread for breakfast and fctumcd 
to my empty bouse to sleep. By good luck my serv'imt tumed 
up late tliat niglib so that there was someone to water lea 

for me next morning. , , . . t ■ j 

] confess, howev'cr, that after having done my hair and 
breakfaStetl on die floor 1 felt a little discouraged. It was dear 
that something muft be done ar once, and I proceeded to 
bunt for one. The firft thing I tumbled on to was a rose g^den 
with three summer houses m it, quite dose to the Politjcal 
Office and belonging, forby. to an old friend of mine, Musa 
Otalabi. 1 decided at once that this was the thing, hut a 
kitchen had to be built and a bath room, and sunblinds to 
be put up — a thousand things. 1 got Musa Ghalabi to hdp 
me and summoned in an old man, a servant whom I vc 
known for ages, and after five days’ work I’m in— tarn bicn 
que mal* and it promises very well. My old man Shamao has 
engaged me a cook and the Englishman who rmis all the 
supplies Col, Dixtin is my faithful friend, having been cliargcd 
by the LG.C to look after roe. And my roses 1 muii tell you 
are glorious. Oh, bur it is hot I I’m longing for my thin 
summer dothes. I wonder when they will reach me here. 

Meantime all my acquaintances and friends have flocked 
in to see me. Tve visited the Naqib, the head religious man 
and an ally of manv years’ Standing, and have been received 
with open anm. And it is all wildly inierdting—War Office 
telegraphing for signed arridcs from me, etc., etc. Tm fsobg 
to have an exciting summer. Sir P, gives me lots of ihrillii^ 
things to do and is the kindea of chiefs. Bagdad is a mass 
of roses and con^rulations. They arc genuinely de'tghtcd 
at being free of the Turks The reft for another time, I am so 
busy. 
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To H.B. tt. F.B. fi^aoAO, Apnl 17/A • 9 ^ 7 * 

I ■ ii * 

I’m never lierc, th at’s the pity of it, but I intend, vi'hcn 1 
write mj* War OfHce articles, ro retire here solidly for the 
aftemoons; othertrisc Tm so terribly inrcnuiMcd by visitots. 
I love seeing them and they ate moft useful fur purposes of 
information, but tlicy eat up the bours. I liavc me mofit 
amusing reunions with gcrulcmcn I met at blayil and Nafof 
and Heaven knows where besides. It’s immense fun, and also 
it's a great pride to be provided with so many acquainiancea. 
But the heat I It’s 5^0* in my cooleSt room ttvnight after 
dinner, and of couise that’s nothing really. Nert month it 
will be 10 degrees hotter at Jeait. My programme is to dde 
from 6 to 7.}o, come in and have a bath and bteaklajl and 
then straight to the ofEce, I don’t get away till paA 7 or some¬ 
times nearly 8. Very shortly 1 shall begin die day an hour 
earlier and try to come in ai 7 for dinner. I’m conscious of 
an unworthy rejoicing at the material comfon: of existence. 
At Basratr one could get notlting—^Hved on tinned milk and 
butter foi a year, and at la.^ 1 lived without them because one 
grew so sick of tinned things. Here 1 liavc fresh milk and 
butter and sour curds every day. A bowl of sour curds is 
my Itmch, and it's the nici^ possible meal In this weather, 
that and a cup of Arab codec. And diefl masses of roses 
evcry^liexc. Kly duties are of the moit diverse kinds. We 
are vet}' shotthanded. I take on everything 1 can to spare 
Sir Pcity' — ^inicrvjcw represtntatives of mnumctable creeds, 
keep an open door for tribal sbdkbs and messengers from the 
desert whose business I discover and send up in brief to Sir 
Petcy, and then behind all this there’s my real job, the ga¬ 
thering and sotting of information. Already the new tribal 
maps and tribe li^ arc getting into shape, and the big 
batch of confidential notes on Bagdad personalities will « 
issued to our Polirtcal Officers to-mortow — that’s not bad 
going. Presently all the new surveys will begin to come in 
and 1 shall have the retnsion and corre&on of me place names, 
a thing 1 like doing because in the ftr^ place it’s so nice to get 
them right, and in tlie second ir teacnes me so much geo- 
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grapbr. Tbe head $uivc7 ciafi is in eoihusia^i and gives dm 
a free Wnd. And ihen Tin going to be Curaror of Andquidcs 
or It Icaft Tm going to sho'v the Revenue Commissioner 
all the old buildings and scraps of buildings that arc left 
hcrCf and he bas promised to keep guard over thcuL > . . 
It's a thousand times more interesting than Basrah, 700 
understand. To-day there arrived 1 ^ miracle two charming 
black sadn gowns tom Martbc which makes me hope that 
my new cotton gowns may presently arrive also, Tm very 
badly in need of them. It's almo^ too hot already for un- 
washable clothes, even in the evening. I shall rejoice when I 
hear that muslin gowns are on their way. .,. 

Oh if it were as near the end in France ! Is Maurice Sill 
out of it ? Bvery time a poft comes in 1 dread to hear that he 
has gone back. 

[Maurice (now Colonel Bell, C.M.G.) had gone to the 
tom in the beginning of 191J in command of the 4th 
Battalion, Green Howards, 1-lc was invalided home the 
following year and thmi had a command in England.] 


To ILB. Baooan, Msf 1917. 

.... Please wilt Mother have sent to me by po^ six pairs ol 
thin white thread Stockings, and the same of brown—rather 
dark brown. 

The days melt like snow in the sun. But it's juS as well, 
for Fve been realising this es'ening that if I weren’t so snsry 
busy I should be very lonely. To-day I was in the office 
tom 8.JO to 3 , and had scarcely anything to show for it 
reason of the teams of odds and ends that take up ^ the 
time. 1 can’t write any of the interesting and prc-occupying 
things, so you muSt pm up with small change. I spent a 
couple of hours veAeiday before breakfaft in^xctoig an ex¬ 
quisite 14th century mosque and a tomb of the date and 
Sfcingwhai repain were immediately csseniial. The two learned 
men who dwelt in the respeftive mosques were my enthusi¬ 
astic guides, I took the Revenue Commissinnei udth me, 
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Mr. Garbctt. Wc muS hsvc a mine*! architeft out as soon as 
possibic, Fominatcljr Mr. Stom from Cairo (See. to the High 
Coramtssioaer) is on his way op on a short visit. He’lt give 
me a hand over getting out the man I want and over several 
other things. 

The Btwop of Nagpur wants me pcrsonallf to condu^t 
him to Babylon, whi<^ I'm well quali£cd to do I may say I 
I hope the pko will matcdahzc. ! would like to go back these, 
though it will make my heart ache a little, They were all so 
kind to me, the German ezeavators, and no wai can put an 
end to the niSe^onate eSteem in whi^ I hold Kuldewcy, 

We have not got nearly enough clerks and typifts, one never 
seems to roll the ftonc nnally to the top of the hUl-^It rolls 
back for w^t of mechanical appliances. 1 suppose it wUl 
all straighten out in time, meanwhile it's laborious. Thank 
Heaven my house i$ hnished, so that I don't have to begin 
the day by interviewing carpenters and brietdayers-^t was 
the kft jtmw I Still on the whole, in spite of the rush and 
scramble, it's so deeply interesting that one doesn't bother 
about a Straw more or less 


ToF.B, D.iQoan, it/si, 1917. 

This w'eek’s post is drifting in—a very welcome one from 
Moll announcing the sendi^ off of my summer clothes. 
The patterns arc charming—it's to be hoped they'll wash. 
But Lord how glad I shalfbc to have them. My prcscni ap¬ 
pearance is that of a hobbledehoy in fattened circumjtanccs 
who has outgrown her wardrobe-^nly it's my gowns which 
have diminished (from much washing) not I who have in- 
increased. The evrat of the week has been the arrival of Mr, 
Storrs from Egypt. He's here for a fortniglit. He brings a 
peifcd hurdcanc of fresh air Emm outdde and Tm jiggered 
if we shm’t send him back on the wings of a similar Itoim 
which will blow opM their eastern-facing doors and windows. 
An admirable plan it is having such interchanges. I've raken 
him round to all my religious dietaries and learned men, 
who delight in him and ^ Arabic also—the comfort it is 
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to go about in the company of a Fatltcr of Tongues I Un* 
foitimatclv I’m too busy to go about with biro much, but 
such interludes arc very renving and the result is IVe applied 
and oudined a reasonable scheme for the Government ol this 
country—^*pas dcgoutcl* \tfluch I really think may be usebU 
as something to bite upon. Ttiere’s notliing like a spice of 
audacity. 

.,., Tm getting to be rather a dab at Arab polidcs—but it 
doesn’t make them seem the easier. WeVe shouldered a 
gigwtic task, but I c»ii*t see what alternative there was. 

llus is how I pass my days: Fro out riding before 6, some- 
times through the gardens by the rivet hank, sometimes 
round the old line of the city wall, a gallop in the desert and 
home through the bazaars. Occasionally 1 tnspcA an ancient 
monument on the way back —1 ilid so this morning, A bath 
and breakfast and so to the olhcc before 9, Fm there dll 
after 7. I have a cup of coffee and a bowl of sour curds at 
12.^0 and tea with Sir Percy at 4—it's the only time i peaceably 
see him. People drop in all day. Occasionally one has a 
clear hour or two—generally there's a lull between ra and 
2 and one tries to (Sti^ghren out ad the information one has 
acquired. But (he end of the day hnds me with two or three 
uonnished things and no hope of getdng at them the day 
after. TJiey are piling and piling op and I can't think when I 
shall be able to clear them off. That s the onJy bother—there's 
always juSt a bit too much to do, 1 coroe back to dinut^r in 
my ^dm at 8 and I generally go to bed at 9.50, at which 
dine 1 begin to fall asleep, It's gloriously cool StiJl but that 
roud ceitainly end in a day or two, 

I rou 3 tell you I love Bagdad, and the people are so out¬ 
going—partly piopidatoty no doubt, but they are glad to 
have us. 


To K.B. BacoAU, ttii, 1917, 

.... I couldn't possibly come awayfrom here at this mo¬ 
ment. It’s an immense op^rtunity, just at this time when the 
atmosphere is so emotional; one catches hold of people as one 
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will never do again, and edabliaha relartons which won> 
dissolve, it is not for my own sake, bur because it greases 
the wheels of admini^totion—it really does, and 1 w'ant to 
watch it all very carefully aJmo^ from day to day, so as to 
be able to take W'hat 1 hope may be something; like a decisive 
hand in final disposition, 1 shall be able to'do that , I shall 
indeed, with the knowledge Tm gaining. so intimate. 
They arc beyond words outgoing to me. What does any tiling 
else matter when the job is such a big one ? Incidentally I 
may tell you*--^o that you won't be suiptiscd when you see 
me—that this summer will tuiu my hair quite white. It is 
one of the results of this climate. However, that won't 
matter to gentlemea like one 1 liad in to-day, who was so 
holy that he couldn't look an unveiled wonian in the face I 
It didn’t ptryent him from desiring to have a long talk with 
me on his private affaiis, and at the end 1*11 admit he tipped 
me a casual wink of two. juft enough to know me again. 
General Wauchonc has been here, Mr, Philby has come up 
from Amarah, he*s so quick and intelligent. . , . Tlicre 
never was anything quite like this before, you muft underftand 
that—it's amaring. It's the making of a new world. You 
sec 1 couldn't come away. The W.O. has telegraphed for a 
series of signed articles on Mesop and Asia Minor. I shall 
have to sec about them, but it*$ a wide order. 

I never get tlitough my work, but that’s better tlian 
having no work to get through. Only it makes my letters 
scrappy. And I feel so ashamed when I get splendid screeds 
&om you two who are juft as hu^’. It's not really hot yet, 
seldom up to too'’, but it muft begirt scon, I ride daily in the 
early morning on my love of a pony, and keep fit tberebv. J 
really muft have another copy of Amuraeb; will you please 
send me one. It*s in great requeft, there being nothing else 
so modem. It is S o'clock, and I have been in the ofiice 
umntemipicdjy since 9, with ao min. for lunch I 

To H.B. & F.B. Bagdad Mjj 16, 1917. 

.... The poft brought me a letter &om Mother this 
week—and also, what do you thick ? Two muslin gowns I 
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I hope they" itc swallows, so to spcih, announdng aH mj 
summer clothes. But 1 tegtet to say tha*' one of them wliich 
according to 5 toll’s pattern was ituended for me to wear tn 
ihe evening was no more an evening gown than it was a hir 
coat, and won^t do at all for tliat ptiiposc. It's natber a bloWj 
for f had a vision of some nice tiailing mushn gowns with 
floating slecveSi and fat ftom it. However, 1 shall juft have 
not to dine out when it gets hot. It really hasn’t tcajchcd that 
yet. We’re almoU tltroufih. hlay and the bcceac has never 
slackened- It’s wondcrfid. Of course you w'ould think it 
warm in England—it's got to too, but that b nothing here, 

[Gertrude's disappointment expressed in this letter 
about the evening (rown is'ctcplaincd by the fafl: that 
the feshion in London dresses had cliangcd and that 
thciTc were no * trailing mtishti gowns whh Hoatlng 
sleeves,'] 

Mr, Stotts leaves next week. He has done us an infinite 
amount of eood. One becomes so provincial seeing no one 
from outside. The great event in our dxdes is the arrival 
of Fafaad Bey, pat^ount sheikh of the Amarah, an ahnighty 
swell and an old friend of mine. I stiycd with him In the desen 
three ^cars ago on my wty back to Damascus. J hope that 
with help we shall get a move in amone the tdbes. Any¬ 
how, it’s a great ’ coup' getting him. to bum nls boats and come 
in to us. We had the moft tenderly afFcfltonate meeting I 
assure you. Now fll tdJ you a sweet ftoiy. There came in a 
couple of old sheikhs, hopelessly ragged and very sorry for 
themselves, for their tribe happens to be jua in tlie borderland 
and tlr^t tlicy had been Imrricd by the Turks and then by us, 
and finally making the bes*t of a bad business, they had sought 
refuge witli us, md wc, alter our mdy idiotic manner, fed 
clapped half their followers into gaol, and they couldn’t 
find them, so they came to me and 1 said j would ask Sir 
Perej what could be done, .\c that they altnoS wept with 
gratitude and declared that they would forthwith send me 
a beautiful tnore. But 1 said no, it was a kind thought, but I 
could not take presents and therewith I went doito to t^k 
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to Sis Percy. When 1 c^tnc bduck 1 foujtd them wirh r he ir two 
old heads toddler and as soon as they saw me they said, 
** Khatun—if yent won't ukc the horse we're Going 10 send 
you—a gaacllc [ ” TIjc gazelle hasn't matedaTized yet, and 
I rather hope it won't, for gazelles car cveiydiing induding 
aU your tno^ important papers, but wasn't it nice of tiicm to 
hit on such small change for marcs. The great pleasure in 
this conntty is that I do Jove the people so much. 

We revel in Ehiit here, lire cicdlcnt oranges arc nearly 
over, but the apnoots Iiavc come in in masses and small 
sweet gtccogaws, and now the good little melons have begnn. 
Ncst wcshdl nave grapes and ngs^—truly a bountiful country. 
I’m loving it, you know, Joi-'ing my work and rejoicing in 
the confidcaoc of my chief. One m^tng k^t week when I 
was out riding I paid a very early call on my way home on 
the son of a celebrated old warrior a Greawkm whom I knew 
in old days. And I found, too, a gteat man of lerteis, 
native of Bagdad, who is writing lead^ for me which I 
send to the E^gypdan papers, and we sat round and sipped 
tea and codec ana talked and 1 w'cnt away feeling tliat I rcaUy 
was apart of Bagdad. You know I'm growing into it trtrili^ 
cally tail—taking root; what do you think of it ? I don't 
think r shall ever be ahk to detach mjsdf permanent ly from 
the fortunes of this country, But 1 don't bother to look ahead. 
It's enough that my fob is here now. But it's a wonderful 
thing to feef this anedion and confidefice of a whole people 
round you. There are so few of us, you see, that each one is 
absolutely salieoi and each is a focus for so many hopes and 
fears. But oh to be at the end of the war and to have a &ce 
hand I 

To H.B, Jr F.B. Bagdad, Jiuh 1, 1517. 

Dearest Parents, 

1 had finally to take desperate fiteps to cute the above men¬ 
tioned cold. T lay fiat on a bed in a draught in my nice cool 
room in the office for 5 days and saw no one, and curious as 
the treatment seems it has now restored me to rude health. 1 
told 3rou about Fahad Bey, didn’t L We had a conference 
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with liim one motning, in ’whidi he ended by describing the 
powetfnl cSc& produced by a. icttci from me Ia 3 aununn— 
wtoie to him Bastah. “ 1 summoned my sheikhs he 
wound up (1 feeling more and more of a person as he pro* 
ceeded) ^ 1 read tlicm your letter and I said to them. Oh 
Sheikhs,"—^we hung upon his words —** This is a woman— 
wl^i tnua the men be like I" This dclidous peromtion 
reitored roe to my true place in the twinkling of an eye. We 
took him to sec an exhibition of Hying yesterday to bis tm* 
mense delight. He said he had never enjoyed anything so 
much. Me even ventured into an aeroplane—so that he might 
tell the Arabs, he explained; but once there he turned to me 
anxiously and said " Don't let it go away I*’ 

Oh my dearcit ones it's so wonderful hete — can't tell 
you how much Tm loving it. 

To H.B. Bacdaii, Jm », (917, 

1 muft write to you because Fve been reading with proirt 
your papers on dumping and the future of trade. The former 
appears to me to be unanswerable and the latter both brilliant 
and moderate. My compltmeuts. 

Fro completely recovered—no furdicr bulletins will he 
issued. Bur IVc tetrined the excellent habit of sleeping for an 
hour after lunch, wliich, though a tenible waSte of time, 
brings a reroarkable increase of energy. J'm busy at spare 
moments with the W, 0 . articles of which I told you. Tve 
written 4 and 1 think they will run to 7, Ti's no light task In 
the midst of so many other tilings. They are as good a plea 
as 1 can make for the Arab face and I want people to lifren. 
Frankly, who knows if I don't? Life has been * egay&' by the 
coming of a harmless old lunatic from the Syrian side of the 
desert. Tlic motive of his journey was as folfows: he met in 
the dcsen a woman of Stupendous Statute and luminous coun¬ 
tenance. On being ^uegtioned she declared that she was the 
sun, but ibis reply did not, apparently, satisfy our friend and 
piessing her fimhet she admined that she was the British 
Govemment. Thereat he resolved to come bright to Kokus 
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(Sir Petqr Cox) seeking the siu^ as he reasonably explained. 
TTie word Kokus is rapdijr passing into the Arabic Luiguagc, 
not *s a name buc as a title. You are a Kokus, jult as once upon 
a time YOU were a Qiosroea or t Pharaoh, I’m currently des¬ 
cribed as a Kokusah, i.e., 1 fca^e Oiosrocs. Isn't it dellckuis 1 


T0F.B. 


JtnH, 1917, 



Getteml Gobbe. Next evening J dined with Gctieral Gunning. 
The matron of the hospitals was of the party, a nice woman. 
And it’s so pleasant to meet a wotmm My t^df t V ma l r friend 
is the Mother Superior of the Dominican invent, a charming 
French womaii from Touialne. She comes in often to tlic 
office to see me on busings of one sort and anothci^ and 1 have 
o6cn, to my great pleasure, been able to help her. It^s sorac- 
tfaing to be a '* Kokusah ” you sec. Laft night—to continue— 
I dined with the head of the police. Major Gtegson, and spent 
the evening talking to a Gcncml called Edw'ardcs. Xct me 
announce to you the arrival of a cliarming bais-^fot which 
many thanks to Moll—your chifibn veils, brown Stockings. 
Of the gowm z arrived a fortnight ago and no more since. 

The gaz^e has materialized and now Inhabits my 
garden. It lives chiefly on the little wizened dates which fall 
at this season from the undpc bunches on my date trees, arid 
on cucumbers both of which for a cliiJd of tliE desert mua be 
acquired ta^. But it seems to flourish on them. It is a 
darling little animal. I’m on the look out now for a mongoose. 

To F.B. Bauuao, Jmt zt/id, 1917. 

Ramadhsn began tail night and everyone is fasting. We 
keep Ramadhan in ^te here with big guns at sunset and an 
hour before dawn, I was awakened to-diy by the latter. It is 
to warn people that they mu£t hai^ with their ta^ possible 
meal. And as 1 by wondering over it all I was awate of a 
bright light through my garden. J sleep cm the roof of my 
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Central Summer House, arid looked up to sec i blazing palm 
leaf fire in the Still hot air near ray gardener's tent. It was his 
wife rooking the lait meal which muft be eaten while it U 
light enough to distinguish a white thread from a black- 
Strange isn't it ? to be so much in the mid^ of it all—Strange 
and delightful for I love it. 

It has become to me more than a second home notv—h's 
a new life a new possibility of carrying on existence. Odj 
T’m a&ajd of mv personal pcrspcAive melting. I’m so Bat¬ 
tered, so absuidif ovcr-eftimited by my chiefe io England by 
my colleagues, and of course the Arabs,—If I become too 
egregious do call me s manly to attention. It s$ so immenselv 
difhculi to preserve the values ... 


The sand flies arc outrageous to-nighr. I Stop tn every 
sentence to engage them in mortal combat bw thev carry out 
a amtegic retirement after inflifting some casualties. The 
flying ants arc as nuraetous but they don’t bite Heavoi be 
praised. Still I l^te the way they cock their rails in the air. 
No more muslin gowns 11 have telegraphed to Basiah to 
make enquiries. 


TeH.fl. 


BaciUD, Jtaie 1^17. 


All_11^^,___ f_. I ■ 



kindness and considcfanon. He treats me with what I can 
only describe as an absurd indulgecoe. Anything that I want 
done—annhing reasonable—be puts at once into executioin. 
This week, really to please me he has rushed through thj<i 
arrangement for a local Arabic newspaper for which we have 
all been kmging. We have fjcen held up till now for lack of 
paper, but it would have dawdled on dirouah many ofTidal 
Stages but for mv (jrcat desire for Ir, Wr, iHiilby is official 
editor and my principal focc^ in Bagdad, Arab fnends, have 
po£ts on the StaiT, and we bung out this first number with a 
flourish of trumpets on July iSt, We are going to make a 
great splash. Ii is c a l l e d The Arab because it is tne firSt paper 
published under the new order of Arab liberty. I have, as lo* 
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deed 1 erngiit to hive, 'with the oppotmuitics I im given, i 
growing sense of maflefy m my own "work, of fwniliiaty with 
couniry people and conditiom which is very cnjoyihic* 
Tbcic is always am immense anxmat to leiin, hat one knows 
how to leitn which is the main thing. 


To F,B. Jmm jofi, igiy- 

Mfljf I ask yon to oblige vety kindly with 4 shins ? ' Crtpe 
dc chine * if you please, 1 ivoiy and two pink. I enclose some 
advertisements of Maxiods which look nice, specially the cross 
one. 

I should also be very gtatcful if Lbzie could find and poS 
me a green silk woven facket thing with silver buttons. 


To fLB. A F.B, 1917. 

I have no letters from you a* yet by this mail, but Oh my 
parents, everything is blotted out by the h.& that 1 have two 
muslin gowns from the L.S.C Now isn^t that great ? I was 
beginning to wonder what I should do and w’hcthei 1 should 
ask the nuns to make me some clothes and one really basnet 
energy to bocha about these things now, for its damned hot. 
I can^t conceal it ftom you. Til try not to rqjcat that observa¬ 
tion. You may take it as a marginal note passim in my letters 
for the next two i^nths, Tve been very unsociable tins week 
for Fve been writing — -I have written my five articles on 
Twkey after dinner. I can't well get the rime by day for these 
things in the press of other work. I've been arran gin g and 
gettieg out the mass of triljal ^hlff coUefied since Tve been 
here and have now got all the tribra to the N. and N.E. 
alphabetically tabled and beautifully typed in many copies for 
members and all generals with whom I*ni friends. It's really a 
great work and moft useful—to fudge by the use we make of 
It at our office, and Fm busy with thb huge oonfuslon of the 
Euphrates tribes I hope to nave reduced to a siimlar order 
by the end of next week. Tve seen every Sheikh when he has 
come in to pay his rtspeeb to Sir Percy and got all this infoi- 
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imdoc About his tribe direct from him so that this body of 
fhiif 1 have Ls not a bad bcj^nning...I doQ^t Lnov whether 
it is a scientific truth but Us undoubicdlj In accordance 
with fafis^—^fuU moon nights are by far the hotreS: and the 
Stilled. Two niphrs ago I was completely defeated, I tried to 
work silting ottrsidc in my garden after dinner, but after 
haJf an hour the few clothes 1 was wearing were wringing wet 
and I so much tshauSkd by a day similarly spent that 1 u-ent 
to bed helplessly and feD asicen at once on my roof. T hadn^c 
been asleep long when 1 woke up to find the Great Bear 
Sbningmein thehice. I lie looking notth. it was very Strange 
to see the Gtcai Bear shining so brilliantly in the full moon of 
Ramadlian and while I wondered half asleep wh at had hap¬ 
pened I realised t h at the whotc world was oirk, and tnmiog 
round saw the laft limb of tlic moon disappeaiing in a totu 
edinse. So I lay watching it, a wonderful sight the d^sc juft 
visible, a dull and angry copper colour. In the bazaar a few 
hundred yatds away everyone was drumming with fticks on 
anything that lay handy, to scare away the devil which hid the 
moon, and indeed they ultfmateiy succeeded, for after a long, 
long time the upper limb of the moon le-appeaicd and the 
devil drew slowly downwards, angry Still with deep red 
tongues, and wreaths proj^Hng from his copper eoiouied 
body and before I had time to sleep again the Ramadhan moon 
had once more extinguished the shining of the Bear, 

But as for people who read of these things in their alm ^ n a nt 
and know to a minute when to cxpcA them, I thjnk nothing of 
them and their educated sensations. 

Wc’‘ve got our treaty settled with my friend Fahad of the 
Aruizch. 


To BaGT3[4-D| JmI^ 1917- 

We have had a week of fierce heat which still cotmnucs, 
tempetatote lit odd and therewith a burning wind which has 
(O be fdt to be believed. Tt usually blows aB night as well as 
all day and makes sleep very difficult, I hive invented a 
scheme which I practise on the wotSt nights. I drop a sheet 
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in w^tcr andt without wringing h out lay it in a pile along my 
bed between me and the wind. I put one end over niy feet 
and diaw the other under and over my head and leave the reft 
a few inches from my body. The shaqi evaponrion makes it 
icy cold and interposes a little wall of cold air between me and 
the fierce wind. When it dries J wake up and repeat the 
process. This evening Sir Percy and 1 went out motoring at 
7 hut it was too hot. The wind abiivellcd you and humr your 
eyeballs. They say it docs not laft ve^ lorig like this— 
inshaUah t at laft the sand-dies have given up the ghoft. 
Also yon get an immense sadsfa^on out of iced lime- juice 
and soda, usualtv rather an anemic drink. Tliere is a pleasant 
hour just after dawn when I usually ride. My room in the 
odke 1 shut up all day long and have it sluiced out with water 
two or three times a day. By these means 1 kcqj the tempem- 
turc juft under loo. Yes, ihafs what it is like. 

To H.B. Bagdao, Jufy 1917. 

I shall undoubtedly tevett to the wearher, so 1 mav as well 
begin with it. Wc^ve not had the temperatuxe under 116 by 
day for a fortrighr. At night it drops to 82 juft for the dawn 
hour. My room at the office is 99 all day, by dint of keeping it 
hermetically shut. Yeftetday I went in rlic evening to one of 
the big hospitals, to see General Guomng. I went into the firft 
ward to ask my way. It happened to be the ward w'hcre they 
treated the acute heat ftrokc cases, men with a temperature of 
109 and no—the lancr don’t often live. You don’t con¬ 
sciously su0et with fever like that, but ii is aw^ful to see and 
hear. To-day there hasn’t been a Sicker of at e. Mr, Philby and 
I motored a little after sunset; the duft hung in the fttcets like 
a dense fog, and in the desert it lay in myfterious wreaths, 
marking, I suppose, the track of some motor or cart. People 
here say they haven’t iiad such a burft of heat as we had taft 
week since 1882, but now. 1 imagme, it’s normal, and we have 
six weeks more of it to W'car through. Well 1 . . . . 

There came in the other day a tribesman who had been my 
guide on the laft four days into Najaf when 1 came up from 
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Ha^iL Thity wcxc ihc worSt days of all the rood, and he served 
me well. He is a grave silent nmiu known in the desert. 
Twice to my knowledge he saved me ftom being stripped to 
the skhi' — on one occasion, though accursed of their rwo 
parents^ the Imci tribes had surrounded my caravan and 
couched the camels before they saw him. On his lebuke they 
left us. I had sent word to him that I was here and bidden 
him to come. Besides the usual present from Sir Percy 'which 
they all get 'when they come for the firft time, I gave Kim Rs. 
too, and clothed him. He Stood solemnly while 1 ilung round 
fcuro a thick cloak, heavily woven with gold—such wear in 
this heatand draped an orange colour^ silk kerchief over 
his head, 1 owed mm a coStumc in return for that w'hich 
remained on my bade thanks to him. Another nice thing 
happened this week. One of xny Ukuiiasoeaes who came do’wn 
with me to Nejd, has turned up here. He heard I was at 
Basrah, and 1 come to your service,” he said. Sir Percy is 
delighted to have him j we shall put hhoi to use. 

The hot silence has been broken by ao big gun shots, 
which announce the end of Ramadhan. Even 1 hear them 
with thankfulness. It has been oppressive to think of people 
rhitfring through these long days. 

A Reuter sap that Edwin has gone to the India Office. It*s 
splendid. He will be my chief, you realise. Won’t that be 
fun. 1 wish you would go and see Sir A. Hirtzcl, the Penna<- 
nent Tjnder-Sccretary. He is a friend of mine, and an ally. 

To H.B. Bacuau, Jvif IT, 1917. 

Another week—it^s less hot. 1 don^t think we're likely to 
have a second bout such as we’ve had. It has caused as many 
casualties as a battle and what is tantamount to another 
breakdown in the hospital artangements. I have a long letter 
from Bestrlcc flsi% Brownrigg] — ^will you please thank her 
for it If you’re seeing her,.. I can’t pick up the thread where I 
dropped ST two and a half years ago ; I can’t. And it becomes 
more, not less difficult. Oh if one could took forward and see a 
time when Thought should Stop, and memory, and conscious'- 
ness. I’m so tired of Struggling on alone. 
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StilJ rif do it, AS you know. Ai Ica^ it^s easier here thm iii 
Ecj^laod. 

On the feaA dav after Ramadhan Sir Pertrr and T paid the 
Naqib a conjjotuJatoty visit. Our personal reliiions witb 
him ate useful as well as pleasant. Sir Percy is so chamiln^j 
with the people of the counnyj grave and kind and actentivc. 
I don^f wonder they ropcfl and truilt him. He never himself 
lealizcs how Strong his personal hold is, hut we count it one 
of our best assets, 'rhe satisihaion rlwt it is to work for a 
Chief who is always at the height of tlie situarion .... 

1 paid anntlier before hreakfaSt call veSferday, on the 
lamil Zadah family, BOinc of my oldc*friends here. ITiey are 
landowttets, very dch, uptight, honcSt people, Siaunchiy pro- 
Ei^Ush. Their fiiendshtp la worth having, I sac for a Jong 
droc talking to Abdul Rahima lidimdf, rlic head of the hous^ 
and then with Mm and his wife and siSleis whom I also 
visited—I kn^ diem before—and came away with a wann 
sense of cordial and even adefiiottatc companionship. It's 
whm one gets tliat chat one gees the beft that can be had. 
Abdul Rahman's friendship takes also an agreeably tangible 
ttpression 1 He sends in weekly a great basket of faiit from 
his c^stc—at tbis season it s filled with huge white grapes. 

Oh and a more muslin gowns came luSt weeka red lifter 
week I Thar makes 7 , 


To H.H. Bacuad, Atfpur 1,1717, 

f must tell you Tve been on the sick rhts week and am 
I* y**"' survived the Heat I caught cold with the 

ftra chill morning and a cold m this country reduces roe at 
once to a ^le of maddening and imconquerablc feebleness. 
It’s no good forgetting it 3 one has to knock under. So for 
4 days I’ve done absolutely nothing and am aill mudi as 
before, confound it. But the fira when 1 was lying in my 
romparattvcly cool room In the omcc and cursing, in came 
Col. VC^illcox to pav me a frigidly caj]^—I could have cm- 
brac^ him. Iris visit was so opportune. So now he 
regularly to see if 1 have poetimonia or conaumpdon—but I 
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never Iwve, Well, he told me some IntercSring things about 
the heat wave and its oonscqucnocs, (Ii benu on July 10 
quite suddenly with a temperature of iia and ended on July 
10 with a temperamre of 111.8. la between it was frequently 
over lio). He notes that 11 j Is the limit of human endurance. 
The moment the temp, rises above that point, heat Strolces 
begin, and when it drops below, they end. We could have 
saved many lives if after the crisis was over them had been any 
cool place to put the men in. But there w;isn’t and after 
fighting through the heatstroke died of heat exhaustion, 
I suppose if we liad had masses or ice we could have made 
cool pkccs, hut ice was bcklng. It happened once or twice 
that we people went without it because the hospitals 
needed all there was. I don't think I shall Stay through die 
whole of next hot weather unless there is any very Stiong 
reason for it. I shall come to England for a month and rcrurn 
in September. But who knows what we shall be all doing by 
then. 1 don’t bdieve we shall Still be fighting. Some way 01 
other peace will have to come abouL 


To H.B. BAOu-iD, Ai^t 10, 1917. 

IVe had rather a slack week getting gradually better and I 
now consider chat I'm returned fit for duty.... 

The worst of the ememe physical wcaiiocss which is apt 
to attack one In this climate is the mental weariness, not to say 
desperation, which accompanies it. You feel as if you nevet 
again would lift a finger without exhau^on and for all the 
iron and arsenic you are taking three times a day you're per¬ 
suaded you’ll not get well — not that you want to get well, 
far from it. However I hope Tm through it now foe the 
moment. . . . 

The thermometer rarely goes much over 110 and Is some¬ 
times below that. The irucb is that we are living in a rather 
ciaspeiated State, conccniing which I refer you to Edwin, to 
whom 1 have juSt been wnting a long letter on hfesopotamian 
economics. 

I've invefied in a cock and four hens, for to by me eggs, 
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but so fiir without any very marked success. They don^^t Ml 
many more eggs rlian my gwcilc* or to be ciaA tncy’ve iaid 
exa^y one mote. ] never liked hens and Tm contemplating 
the con version of these into roaA chicken. On the other hand 
the dates in my garden are ripe and very good. The &csh date 
is a thing apart. 

To I'LB. Attginr jitt, tyty, 

I am coming out of hospital to-monow. I am perfe^y 
sound but very slack, i don't suppose f shall be much better 
till the weather begins to cool oown* which it ought to do 
in the latter half of 3 cp. It is MU damnably hot. 

There have been some very good articles in the Spe^tor 
lately on War Ekonomjes^ soond common sense about 
actem^ to fix ptices and tegubtc markets. Will you St, 
Loe [Stiachey] if you see him that Tve found them mo^ usc^ 
fill as propaganda Every economic mistake that could be 
made has hem made here, with the result that all trade is at a 
Mmd^iU and food prices have quadrupled. I turned up a docu¬ 
ment the other day in W'hlch one of these announced blandly 
that he fdt no anxiety at the rise in the cost of living, because 
nothing would be easier at any moment than to lix a maximum 
price; As a cure for scarcity. I ask you I Doesn't it rouse 
* hohnisch' laughter. 

To H.B, Bagdao, 1917. 

1 didn’t go to Samana of^ all. Doom Muck our, as the 
poet says, iDce a blind camel and he caught me Maigbt and 
mlL, For with my box and bedding packed, my dinner otmofi 
carried to General Lubbock's hospitable board—^1 was going 
to dine with the FMher of Railways on my way to the ctain—I 
began to fed cunousex and cudouser and anyhow very certain 
thar I liad fever. And then Col.Wiilcox drifted in (Rrovideac* 
always dtiefb the angelic man to my door juS when 1 want 
him) took my tempetamre and shattered my plans. I held out 
for two miserable days in my own house, too achy and above 
all too headachy to Stir, and then come into hospital wnth a 
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icmp*t 4 turc of 101. Sanidfly fever. Everyone has it. I don^t 
know how Tve escaped it so long. They dou’e know what tt 
is really; they haven’t caught its microhe y^ But you get 
your money’s worrh out of it, if only from die intolerable liead- 
ache. Qumine is no good. They give you febdfuges and 
phcnacctin and feed you only on slops, all of which things 
Dcing unfi t, so to speak, for human consumptiont you find 
you^lf pretty ragged when at la 5 l the devil thing goes. 

I’m tcally over the thing—its gone. But there’s no doubt 1 
shall feel d^p for a bit and as soon as I can 1 shall go away 
for a fortnight. Col.Willcox is very keen thar 1 should do this 
and 1 think it will be salvation. Its so beautifully cool now 
that one can go anywhere. They are cicrremciy kind to me in 
this hospital They treat me as if 1 were a Major GenmJ. 

Damnable as sandfly fever is it isn’t a nuittcr for the smallest 
anxiety so please feel none, you and Mother. 1 feel ashamed 
of behaving like this. 


To P.B. Bagdad, Stptatbtr 6, *917. 

There’s one tiling I forgot to answer in some old tectets 
from you and Father. Please, please don’t supply information 
about me or phoiogiaphs of me to newspaper correspondents. 
Tve said dd$ so often before that I thought you undetSloaid 
how much I hate the whole advertisement business. I always 
throw aU letters (fortunaidy they^ie not many in numbu) 
asking for an inten'icw or a photograph Straight into the waste 
paper basket and 1 beg you to do the same on my behalf. .. . 

Tve been five days out of hc»pital and 1 feel much better 
though tatlicr weak in the knees and imbecile in the mind. 
Bur another day 01 two will put me tight. My tjuict leave 
hasn’t been quite as peaceful as might have been wished for 
the second night after my mum I ^uod a large wasp in my 
i>cd. I found him by the simple process of lying on him, upon 
which he retorted after his kind. The next night when I came 
back from the office f went to look at my pony and found him 
having a bad fit of colic. We had some r^tless hours doflor- 
ing him and walking liim about, and finally he recovered. 
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It’s idll vetf hot, but the temperature is felloe, though 
very slowly. The nt^lus arc c^tc pleasant, but In middle 
of the afternoon it's usually anout iir"". I won’t deny tliat 
when you come to September here you fee! you've leached 
about the Itinit of human endiuance. I shan't ^y through the 
whole of next summer. 


To H.B, BAGuan, Srpttmkir if ^ 1917. 

I Vc got a day out with the week and find suddenly that it is 
Saturday mommg and mail day inifccad of Friday as 1 fondly 
hoped. Fortunately the mo£t important letter—to Bridget 
fRidimond ]—^1 wrote last nighr. I asked the kind Red X 
Commissioner, Major Stanley, about your launch. He says it 
is the best on the river, never side or "sorry. I went to a party 
this week—^thc fitfit pany I’ve been to since Delhi. There was 
a re»tta on the Tigris and G,H.Q. entertakied us all at tea. I 
think, by ihc way, f was one of the ho^s, since we*rc induded 
in G.H.Q. I didn’t see much of the regatta because there was a 
glaring sun on the rivet, even at j p.m. but 1 sat under an 
awning and talked to all the Major GencraJa and felt iHt 1 
was seeing life. It resulted in my going to tea next day widi 
Gcnecal Marshall, he cotmnaads 3td Corps, a very in¬ 
teresting man whom 1 had met as he passed duougb 
Basrah laSt summer and hadn't seen since. I went to sec some 
catpets and china which he had bought, very pretty and I 
should think one or two of the rugs very good, but l know 
Ic^ and less about mgs 1 find. He is coming to see two of 
mine which arc also lather pretty. But I no longer buy any 
rugs on account of the War Loan—that was a litdc bur^ when 
1 ntS: came to Bagdad, It’s really getting cooler; my room 
at the oilke is never above 91 and these two days I haven’t 
needed a punkah till 10 o’clock. Its so blessed. Apropos of 
the Red X I can’t tell you bow bcncfiGcnt they are here. 1 
get my money’s wonh—or yours—out of dicm, for Major 
otanlcy is always supplementing my needs with various odds 
and ends otherwise unprocumhle. However, as I served them 
for a whole year I feel less celu&ancc in sponging on them for 
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comforts, Tm mtrch better, almost quite well. Its time too. 
This country is a despemte place for teoO'Tetmg frotn fluty- 
thin g You*go staggering on feeling like a worm long aAet 
thete has ceased being anything the matter with you. But 
its ali the more pleasurable when at laft the worm begins to 
turn. 

To H.Bi. Bj^odad, Stpttmitr tt, lyiy. 

We are having deliciously cool weather* between 70 and So 
and quite cold at itight. 1 want nothing better but I think the 
moment of sudden transition is eathcr trying even if it is 
enjoyable. One doesn't know how to adapt oneself at 
1 had an afternoon out this week—General Cobbe and 1 went 
to Kadhimain, a or 5 miles abcFVc Bagdad* a sheikh town with 
a verj' sacred mosque. 1 remembet laSt time I was there, in 
it mu^t has'c been* how I hurried pail the gateway of the 
mosque with a sidelong glance into the oounya^. Tutbaned 
gendemen did us the honours and escotted tis well within the 
gates to the very edge of the courtyard, Eiccpt as an unci- 
ampied privilege there wusn't much in it, for it’s all the woiS 
modem wotk* gimciack and hideous* with tiles ju years old 
alteady peeling hrom the 'walls and no loss either. Neverthe¬ 
less I was vastly emenained* having been oowhete since I 
came to Bagdad, 

Ketmit Roosevelt turned up thb week with letters of 
iiitioduaioii to me and to Sir Percy. We both liked him—a 
very pleasant creature* quite unoftentatious. He is serving 
here as an engineer and has three brothers in the American 
army in France. They arc doing thdr bit, aren’t they ? ! Sdll 
dine out of doors, but I sir indoois afterwards, 'with all doors 
and windows open. It’s moft pleasant. Tm bnging to begin 
riding again and trulced I did begin a &w days ago, but it 
wasn’t a great success—1 felt too tired afterwards. So 1 shall be 
very prudent and wait a little longer. It isn’t a time of year to 
play pranks; nearly every one little goes of fever when 
the heat begins to drop, Tve esc^d that luckily, My dear 
love to all my family, ! unite indmctcntly to you and Mother 
as the letters are equally to you both. 
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To F.B. 


Bagi>a]>, Sfpttm^ 1917. 


Fra writing this wctk because I’m going to Samam foe a 
day or two. It wiU be very nice and I think it will do me good 
for Tve not been very flourishing this laS month since I came 
out of hospital and it will be a pkasani chao« of air and 
scene. I haven’t itiired out of Bagdad since I got here in April. 
But its amazing how unmoootonot^s It has been. . . . 

To think that I've been nearly two years without a maid t 
hut I’ra caccedingly tidy, thanks to yoiir good supply of 
clothes. CMi would you please send me a pair of plain tor^ 
coiscshcU combs. There’s a lizard walking about my walk and 
catching, I suppose, sand flies. God prolong Its existence I 

To H.S, & F.fi. Bacoao, Oftthtr i>, 1917. 

Tm better and going to-monow to the Convalescent 
Hospital, a mile down ftream from Bagdad..,. 

Maurice doesn’t sound very flourishing, which worries me. 
I do hope he'll come back to Rton now to set about his own 
work. Its very difficult not to feel a growing depression— 
perhaps Tm rather influenced by being so slack Still and 
certainly the lad two months have been horrid. However I 
cxpc&. the winter will set me right and 1 shan’t ^y here all 
through next summer, war or no war, It wouldn’t be pioflt- 
able. 

1 can match you at food—weVe had no butter all the sum* 
mci and when we have it its turned and I would rather be 
without it. Tve forgotten what potatoes ta£tc like—the meat 
is almost too toush to eat, chickens ditto; milk turned—how 
sick one ^5 of it I Br^ I never eat j ■what one gets is 
fairly goo^ quite good indeed, but tlut doesn’t afleft me much. 
Its ^ right when one’s well, but when one’s feeling rather a 
poor thing one does bate it all. 


Well, well—I daresay I’ll write &om Samaria in a diflerent 
key. 

To H.fl. it F 3 . 


Yesterday came your telej 
enquiring after my health ] 
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Oeronm ttti, 19)7. 
uougb Admiral Hall 
id you will be father 
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agitated wheo fou cotra; to hear diac l*vc been iU atguin which 
1 haven’t told you in my piescnt reply* But Tm now very 
nearly well of my fevci which I don’t suppose I should liavc 
had if I hadn’t b^o rather tun down before. Tve b«n for the 
la5t 6 Aiys at die Convalescent Hospitalt a delicious place on 
the river about z miles below Bagdad. They have taken 
immense care of me and Tve got well with great rapidly* 
In} ^^ys’ time Tta going up to Sanura for a week to Stay with 
Gen. Cobbe. 1 hope to tenirn in far moit nourishing health 
than I’ve been since and since the cold weather b now 

definitely beginning and the winter dimatc is delicious I’m 
as well here as anywhere, WTiatcvcr happens I shall not ^tay 
here all through dc« hot weather, 1 spend my days veiy 
peacefully, breakfasting in bed, reading and doing a linlc wort 
afterwards. 1 spent thb morning in Bagdad getting warmer 
clothes from my house and doing various odd jobs. The mail 
had just ooine in. Bless you both. 1 can’t tell you what it is 
to have your love and sympathy always wdth me.... 

1 miglit be able to see Mrs, Taggart’s grandson if he’s at 
Bagikd! rU try anyhow, 

[ Mrs. Tagjpn was a woman at the Oaicnce Ironworks, 
a very old fnend.] 

lt*s bad hearing that dtere’s no more parcel poft to Mesop, 

You don’t seem to be awarc^indeed I only knew of it 
tetters uf congratulation received this mail from Sir Reginald 
V 7 iagate and others—diat Tm a C.B.E. 1 am, however. Its 
rather absurd.,., 

I have a delightful letter from Beatrice Chamberlain which 
1 really muS: aaswee, but time is too short this week. 

To H,B. Bacdau, Otiebtr if/i, Jjiy* 

You know yout feiendship is more to me than anytlilng, 
Viltat a tiling it is to be able to talk of friendship with one’s 
piicnts, Tliose who haven’t got it don't know what ii means. 

I’m much better. Even after my racketty morning in 
Bagdad 1 don’t feel a bit tired, and I’ve been 'wnting letters 
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aU this aitcmooD, But oh, 1 do long to be bade « work I 
However, rd be padcat this tiirie and take the Samoira rJme to 
get really well in. 


To P.B, BaclDao, Otts^ t6/i, 1917. 

Thank you for your congratubrions—I donT really cate 1 
button about these things. As for Samaaa, Fve no luck with 
it, for \uSt. as I was fiorting—aihially Stepping into the launch 
to go and dine with General Lubbock on my way to the 
Slatiou, came a tdcgiam from Genctai Cobbe putting ^ off, 
Turks had heaved into sight and thetc was a possibility of 
a^vc operations. They've since heaved out of it again, and 
] may alter all go up presently, hut Tve ceased to bdieve It, 
Tm very much cnioying I>dng back in the office though Fm 
not tnu^ more ibon a h^f timet as yet. Still I'm getting better 
every day. The weather is delidous but it is exmordlnary 
how one feels the cold. My room at the office is now under 
70% but after sunset I sit wrapped up in a thick coat and add 
to it a 'WooUen comforter to walk home in. It's a way the 
human frame has of showing resentment for having been 
calicd upon to endure a tcmpcraruie of izz*. I hnd that this 
Is the season for gardening operations ; Tve some vegetabtes, 
peas, lettuce, onions and a local sort of mustard and cress— 
the later Fve not only sown but eaten. And in order not to 
be too utllitaiian, Fve bought 7 pots of geraniums and 4 of 
carnations besides sowing carnations and csdischoitzia, I wish 
I bad snapdragon seeds. A dump of chrysanthemums is com¬ 
ing into bloom, and my rose trees are flowering, Eveiything 
comes to life when the summer Is over, even the washed out 
European. And one forgets at once how* mfrmal it was. I 
hope mjr bijou residence won't prove too damp in winter ; 
it's so nice being quite away by oneself Anyhow it's panic- 
ukrly pleasant now. 

The shirts haven't arrived but I expeft they’ll ram up and 
I've enough to go on with for the moment. And oh I’m so 
Sony to bother you, but would you send me pairs of white 
thread stockings—they will go by letter poa at the woca. 
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and thcy^U arrive fuA about the time the warm ttneather begins 
again, lliose ] have are u'orn out beyond mending. 


To H.S. 


Bagdad, Sm»hr t, 1917. 


You sent me a lor of intetefting pieces which T read with 
much satisEi&ion and agreement. 1 always fed when I md 
your works such an admiration for your as well as your 
matter. Its so lucid and so pointed, so entirdy unibametl. 1 
band on some of your works to Sir Percy who reads them with 
L'c aneniion, not tinmhted wnth surprise. It is all new to 



For part Pm quite well. Tve even taken to riding again 
of an cady morning, with great profit to my health and spirits. 
It^s ideal now at that hour. The fting has gone out of the sun 
which has become a cheerful and companionable luminaiy. 
Samarta is off for the pteseot,,.. 

Wc have now got a Judicial Officer, Mr. [now Sir Edgar] 
Bonham Cartet &om the Sudan. A highly trained man with a 
very levd head is juS what we want and I do welcome him 
sinccidy. 

To H.B, Baudad. fvemutlffr 9/6, I9i7> 

No mail as yet this week. Happy to tell you I*m much 
better and have felt to-day quite a aeS in life—for the firSt 
time. Partly, I think, because yesterday 1 spent the whole day, 
nearly, out-of-doors, for Sir Percy ana I motored to Baquba. 
It was fi years since 1 U’cnt along that road—say 6 years be¬ 
cause it was in 1911, but really it’s a lifetime—^when 1 was on 
my way to plan Sassanian palaces at Qasr-i-Shiiin, over the 
Persian frontier. I mncinbcr it as a long and tedious day’s 
ride ; we did it yesterday in 2 hours It’s 52 miles of bumpy 
desert road. Baquba is a nice little place set in paf m gardens 
and olive groves on the Diala. 1 looked at my c amp i n g 
ground near by the river bank and tried to remember the 
son of person who pitched lecis there, but I couldn’t, 1 
hadn’t been out of Bagdad since April, nor Sir Pticy jsinrf; 
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Much, so you think what a pleasant sense of iirespoDSiblc 
holiday it ^ve both of us. I only wished we could have gone 
on jiinhcf. I am beginning some nice new jobs. One is the 
tak^g over of the etutoiship of AJ Arab| the vernacular paper 
we publish. Fm full of schemes for making it more alive by 
eetcmg provincial correspondents and a tow news-wrltcr. I 
feel certain my public will take mow intewft in hearing that 
Ibn so and so was hned for being out without a lantern after 
dark than in the news that an obsouc village in Flanders has 
been bombed, Anastase, the sulxditar ^mes weekly 

to read our leading artidcs, which I censor. He*s an Arab 
from the Lebani^ straight out of Qiaucer all the same ; 
very learned in his own tongue, he speaks and wriccs French 
like a Frenchman. ... 

In my garden there’s the moSt ^gcous mud pie Tve ever 
been privileged to sec. It’s not, however, for frivolous per¬ 
sons ; we’re busy mending my roofs against the rainy season, 
and mud is what you do it with. Tm credibly informed that 
when there’s a high flood my garden is under water and that 
objc&3 &om the house I Inlubtt have been observed to float 
down the neighbouring Street. It’s a gloomy thought, I don't 
know whether to wish for a dry season for'my comfon, or to 
hope for the rain w*hich b essential for our next harvest, if 
I’m obliged to move out I shall no doubt manage to get a 
lodging for the necessary two months. Sir Percy would put 
me up, in any case, but I do vciy much prefer living alone. 
It’s a comfort to get away from the Otfice and think of other 
things which it b morally impossible to do if you remam in 
the pbcc you've worked in all day. 


To F.B. BaciiArJ, Nen*i*r tj/i, ijt?. 

You all sound over-Strained. I don’t know how you can be 
anything else. You know wc arc out of that atm^here here: 
I often feel ashamed of escaping it, but tt is so. There arc not 
the pciplciides and the worries that assail you in England, 
^d then the work is all of one kind and runs naturally along 
its own groove, 
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1 have quite icoovercd and have polished OS'« lot of things 
that had got into arreaxs. We have oil moved into \notcr 
quarters in the Oi!ke, out of dark, cold rooms into sunn^ ones. 
It is fttange to welcome the sun again. Mjr room Is charming, 
warm and aamfortahle, with some delightful mes which 
I’ve boi^ht here on the door, and all die new maps ofMcsopo- 
tamia pinned up on the walls. Maps are my passion; I ukc 
to sec the world with which I’m dealing, and everyone com^ 
found to my room for geography. 

To F.B. SAMA»a4, Nmmhir tmi. 1917. 

I wrote to you iaA week the day bcfoie 1 was to come up 
here with the I.G.C, Vfc all dined that evening with G>!. 
Dixon, the Diteftor of Local Resources; the C. in C. was to 
have been there also but sent a message at the Ia£t moment to 
say he wasn’t well. .A.t the b^inning of dinner Cotonel 
Willcox was called away—an urgent case of illness, it didn’t 
occur to anyone to ask who it was, Neset mocniiig before 
bieakfa^ the I.G.C came to my bouse and said that our de¬ 
parture mu^ be postponed, the C In C. was dangerously ill 
of cholera and was not expefied to live. 1 flew round to Sir 
Pcrcy~it was Sill very early—and found that he had not yet 
been informed. It was almo^ incredible to us all. Th^ had 
been a little cholcta in the town for some weeks pa^ not h ing 
very serious but very widely distributed. There w'cie a few' 
cases among the troops and one ofEcei had died la^ week. 
We lud all been inoculated and thought no more about it. 
Certainly the last person likely to ^ a vi^im was the C. in C 
w’ho saw no Arabs and scarcely ever went into the town. He 
had been at the entertainment ar the Jewish school the night 
before, but we all "wenr there, dtank coffee and ate cakes and 
no one else was any the worse. So them k was—^whcrc he got 
the infe^on it is impossible to say. He rallied in the afternoon 
and was diitinftiy bener next rooming, well enough to receive 
a telegram from his wife and diffate an answer. TTicn his 
hcan £ulcd, he became unconscious and died to the evening. 
The I.G.C. came in after dinner and told roe. It has had for 
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him ft m^ic ending, the connu^ of Bagdad^ and how 
fonunatc it ts when the man mes before Sic name, Thme la 
ft splendid sentence in Ammiajius Maicellious' hiSoiy of 
chat other conqueror who was mottally wounded, N,E, of 
Ocsjphon.ihc Emperor Julian, and “ prabod the Almigtuy 
God that he should die in oie micM of glory hiidy 
GcneniJ Maude was, I should think, a greater Cottunandcf, 
but the epitaph might be his-- 


_It’s a wonderfully pidurestjuc little wailed town with 

the huN golden dome of the shrine dosing the vbfa, ktccn'- 
gtuouMy enough, in the narrow tumble-down Stiects, . . 

Oh, there is such a good smell of rain—the fiiit rain, this 
dry ^r, since Februaiy. If only we have a good plash of it, 
ft will mean a good faurveft next spring. An early raih is the 
moft important thing in this countty; it sets all the desert 
growing and Sarts cultivation—the people can^t begin to 
plough till it comes. 


To her Paiuily. SAMamu, 1917, 

I^m Ml here though I wanifKi to ^ back a day or two ago. 
The Corps Commai^ec (my kind ho^) Lnsbted however on 
my Saying dll the end of the week to “ complete the cure.'^ 
Tm really most bristly wedi and longing to get back to work. 
I’m going back to wgdad the day alfer to-morrow. Col. 
^fTilleox came up this monung for a change (it’s looked upon 
as a health resort, Somalia) and brought me a bag of lettets* 
I \\'a5 rather pining for news of you. It’s a eteat comfort to 
tbmlt of Maurice tock at home but what whli household and 
tnduMal diiHcuIties, ptesem or ahead, you don’t any of you 
seem to be having an may time. We score over vou now In 
weather—day after day of bright sun and exhilarating N. 
wind. It’s pexfed and in this empty desert one gets the beiS% 
of ha advamages, Tve been out all day, usually riding the 
whole tnocniiig and motoring somewhere in die afternoon— 
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jf yoy csin call it lomtit hen when it^s j« 5 l desert 'W’ith tlM scor¬ 
ing of old oflnflis and mounds of dead villages far oui in what 
is now uninhabited wilderness. lt*s almoft impossible to 
pi£hiic what the countrv muS have been like when it was 
^gated ^ loop canals ^com the Tigris and (to judge by the 
Village mounds) thickly peopled icn miles out on dtacr bank 
of the river. It is now ^tivated only in the low ground by 
the river edge, a inUe» perhaps, deep on one bank or another, 
but after laSl week's rain (wc liad li hours of it) the people 
are aU busily ploughing and the turned up earth looks a live 
brown instead of a sandy yellow. 


To F.B. Bacdab, Ofwch of the CC, Dtttmbtr 7/i, 

I wish to announce the arrival of 6 pairs of white and 
ditto of brown Stockings which 1 found here when I got back 
a week ago.... 

I U'as very glad to get back, I plunged at once into a mass 
of accumubted work and have scarcely lifted ray eyes from 
maps and files. But the pleasure of being wcU and able to work 
the whole day long I The truth is that one can’t do without 
that narcotic. To be idle means having time to think and no 
thoughts are bearable. . . . 

The new regime promises well. I haven’t seen General 
Marshall since I came back but he gives signs of being 
sympathetic towards our side of the game. It’s as well, for 
wc were running faa on to locks, in my tminion. Wc arc 
now in the midme of operations on our R. flank which seem 
to have been vet)' successful so far, and that's very encoutag* 
Ing too, though 1 don’t belie\-e we can accomplish anydung 
very dramatic while the Turk holds off as far as he can. The 
presence of an enemy is an essential dement in battle. And 
wc can’t walk after him indefinitely because an army walks 
on its Stomach. Vigorous Steps have been taken to ensure a 
good harvest next spring—but that is not till the middle of 
April and meantime we are going to be hard put to it to get 
the civil popubdon fed, Thiis morning I was ndiiw in the 
desert, out on the Diab road, when I met Arabs &m the 
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Dial* brioirtnp in donkey loads of brushisww! W sell. As 
soon as I had opened rbc convcfsation with a God*save-yoii 
they began to icll me how hungry they were out there, and J 
to ciplain wliat we were doing to bring the hun^r to an cntL 
I capefl they don’t usually live in die lap of luxury, those 
mean tribes on the Diala river, but with prices what thq? arc 
they must be well pinched this year. We had a very bad har¬ 
vest this year, what with lack of rain and negleft of canals. TJtcy 
are all being dug out now, seed com distributed and advances 
given in money. But it is a big job. To-night it’s warm and 
windy, we might have mio. 

My dear pony which I bought up from Basrah is lante. But 
kind Captain Luptoti, who is at the Remounts, has let me send 
it up to he blistered and meantime he has let me have a efatm- 
Ing little mare, a little pocket mare which 1 fed sure would be 
up to nobody’s weight but my dimuaished Sioccs, so I’m 
harming no one. But what she lacks in hdght slve makes up in 
mirit and ive had a delightful gdlop this morning out on the 
Diala road—loa^ I call it but it’s juit desert—with the sun 
rising and a warm wind in our face. It’s everything to see a 
little of the world outside of a morning, I see plenty of the 
world inside—a succession of callers all with some axe or 
another to grind and one’s task generally being to remove the 
grindstone gently out of their reach I 


To H,B. and F.B, Bagdab, Dtttmbir 1917. 

. , , , My only news of the outer world is derived from 
the egregious Reuter and that not good, and one begins 
to consider what the end will be. Till the Americans can 
bring in great icinfoiccments—and ^aa they across all the 
seas^—it’s dear that w-c shall be pm to it to hold our own. 
It’s like the firfit year of the war over again, W cl I, it’s no good 
guessing, and wc know- too little even to guess. Here War is 
at an end, but adminiStiaiion goes on apace. We are talring 
hold of the Euphrates vah^ to the S.W. and gettmg into 
lands unmapped and tribes little known. I want to ^ down 
there at the end of the month. Meantime Fm puzaling over 


435 


1917 


LETTERS OF GERTRUDE BELL 


Eupluatcs gcogiaphy^ and writ tag a sketch of ii as beS I can, 
lt*s the son of joo which is aiiri^ Impossible to do in the 
Office, where one is constantly intcrniptcd, and 1 generally 
bring home books and maps and work at tt after dinner. 
The days fly and the weeks kurry after them *, h*a terrible to 
think that we’re neatly at mid winter. The desired rain l^asn’t 
come but we have had a week of debdotis cold. The water 
basin in the middle of my gankn has been iced over the laft 
two mominTO. It’s amazingly invigorating. Yesterday I 
out in the desert at dawn in a fcoSty air winch was quite 
delicious, even though I came in after nearly an hour’s brisk 
riding, with numb l^ds and feet, I went one aftcm(x>n to 
sec the Remount establishment outside the town, Capi. 
Lupton presides over it. A clearing place with the hotscs 
playbg about in great paddocks under the palm trees, and a 
model fatm attadied u'nere they grow ilieir own maize and 
barlq' and vegetables. Capt. Lupton offered me a very 
handsome ,\jab mare if the General fHoldsworth) consented, 
1 met the latter next day in tlie Street and he approved the 
suggestion. So, in the offidal phrase. I’m issued with her — 
Heaven prosper me for writing such horrible English. 

To H.B. tad F.B. BaGUad, Pffmfor ju/, 

Bagdad, and, indeed, moft of Mesopotamia is immobilized 
by mud. My drily walk to and ftom the office is a real feat of 
gymnastics, but, as 1 ^mhlc and trcE through the swamp 
which u'as once a road, I return thanks for the t ain which has 
gone fri‘ to assure nesr year’s harvoSt Wc had about 2.4 hours 
of it. I woke after the firft night to find my garden a lake, 
from which emerged a few Islands, hut ] tnia been provident 
enough to conStmft a b tick causeway between my bedroom 
and sitting room—they are at opposite ends of the gardetv— 
and along it 1 was able to get to breakfast high and dry. The 
MTiter has vanished to-day and a smoothly hard bed of mud 
remains, I’m rather disgusted to see in Army Reuter Onlers 
that on die days when wc thought the weather so shockingly 
cold the max, temp, was never below ja'. One loses all 
sense of proportion about climate. 
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The new t^giine oidcicd the Force to take a hoUdaf on 
Sunday afternoon, and in obedience to their dcccce I dragged 
Sir Pory out ficting lait Sunday.. Tlic iuuuoitaJ baked clay 
preserves the trace of human habiutiDn when aU else has 
remcned to the duSt it was > as soon as the canal dnes up, the 
village is deserted, the roamii^ Arab pulls out the roof beams 
andc^ks up the doora for mewood, the nrad "u^lls disime- 
grate a nd nothing temains but the imperishable pot. You 
may break him up as much as you choose, but unless you rake 
a hamm^ to him and reduce him syftcmadcally to powder, he 
will continue to bear witness to the housAold which he 
served* Usually this rough peasant pottery is undatable j 
you know it isn*t of ye^croay, however, when you find 
masses of it in places which have not been imgated for the 
lait 400 years. 


To HB, Bacoad, Dmmhr *9,1917. 

I am very glad to hear that Maurice is better and con- 
giandate Mother on her pleasant nights wnth Zeppelins,, .. 

On Day 1 dined with General Stvarc Wonley, a 

Ladies’ Dinner, the other gucas being matrons and nurats, a 
ijuite agreeable evening, but I’ve crept, 00 the whole, a 
very tone shell and seldom care to be pricked out of it by 
anybody^ pin. Also I’ve got a tempotaiy (let’s hope) amcmia 
of the brain which makes me work so slowly that I never get 
thiough my jobs and bring work home every n^ht to fimsh 
after dinner. Incessant interruption at the office adds im¬ 
mensely to the fatigue of putting together remits or compil^ 
infnrrrwtTcm. Tvc no sooncT got fiold of the thread th^ it’s 
broken by someone with a petition or a complaint or what not, 
anil my slow mind muSt laboriously gather it up again. Per¬ 
haps a fortnight’s absence in the Euphrates wul make me a 
little less imbecile, Tlierc are times when I scaicely find 
words to talk or write in French, much less in Arabic. And 
memory is a lod ait. Though half-witted I'm physically well* 
I’ve liked this cold weather and not felt cold as I did la^ 
year, though it’s colder facte than tn Ba srah . But it’s the 
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genecsl seose of too much dnvcn through tiot ttrotktng 
quickly enough—b^usc I can't—wbiefa u tiresome. 1 
VDuld like to take a toonih learn Arabic and see people— 
hut the awfiil amount one ^rould bare to catch up at the end 
of it deters me. I'm ahnoSt re!u3ant to go aur'af because 1 
know what a task it will be to write the next fortnightly report 
when I have to look everything up instead of }otunig tt down 
as it happe^ But 1 very much like doing the fortnightiy 
reports, which are the record of ottr work here, and though 
J haven't leisure to do them as well as diey should be donct 
they will aill be valuable. 

Did [ tell you of a visit I paid to the home £ot Armenian 
girls ? Over loo of them have been, colieded here, from all 
places and of all ages. There's*^ American, fund to provide 
for them. Some rad lived for months with the Ar^ and 
were tattooed like Beduin women, some had juft borne 
children and some were such children thetnseIvcE that they 
could not remember whence they came. The TWhijo comiog 
doTvn to our frontiers ftora the north bring hundreds of these 
girls with them. One woman when she firs' saw the Tigris 
Durft into tears. “ Ah," she cried, “ the mass of water here 1 
and my si^cf died in the desert of And ah ! the rivets 

of tcarSj the floods of human misery that these wai& reptesent. 
What is life worth in this age of violence ? 

] w*ritc every week and if you don't get letters it Is not 
because I don't send them. 


CHAPTER XVn 
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ToF^. K4MAIJI, jMtay ^rd, 1918. 

rm having a Utttc holiday which b vety pleasant and beoC' 
ficiaL I was btgmmng to fed tccdbly caged and Stale and, 
though 1 havcn*^t out of the ca^ vety fir, or for very 

long, it's agreeable to be knocking about a tiny oomer of the 
woud again. It's a oomer so full of assodations. So many 
dates Tve come ov'er the Bagdad-Kathala toad sirer long 
desert expeditions, with a sense of accomplishment, and, at 
the same dme, with that curious sense of dLsappointment 
which one nearly always feds with the accomplished thing. 
The beft time, I think, was when 1 came back wtih the plan of 
Ukhaidir tu my pocket—the wotSt when I came up fiom 
Arabia. 1 hnd myself forever tapping back into a former 
aimo^hcre—knowing with my real self that it has all melted 
away and yet half drugged witt the Imgctmg savour of it, and 
chio^ wlur 1 oiiss is the ftiendly presence of my good Fattuh, 
who smoothed all the way of travel and is now 'u^eie ? dcaii, 
1 fear. I hear there arc no men left in Aleppo - all hare b^n 
taken for the War and Turkish soldiers t^ve a poor chance. 
However—Ti! tdl you of my adventures, very modea ones, 
not like the old da^. 1 left Bagdad on the a beautifoj 
sunny monung, and motored out to Musaiyib on die Eu- 
phiatcs. We spun over the hzft thiec-quaitcis of the road, but 
die last eight miles, over low ground, unspeakably muddv, 
were uot so advantageous to motors. We £tudc once badly 
and I called in some lo or i; Arabs who weie removing the 
mud hcom one part of die road to another—that seemed to 
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be the extent of thek adivlues—sfid nmlc them haul m 
out.... 

[The fortnight’s holiday takes her motoring through 
familiar places full of Ricmories.] 

Yesterday, 1 motored out along the sandf road, the vci; 
familial toad, to Karbala, and reached Major Poilcv’s house 
about middajt Fie had put me up dose at hand m Co). 
Lcachman’s house, the latter being out m the desert with the 
Arabs, my vety own Arabs, Fahad Bey’s tribe, but I cinT go 
to them. And then out through mud and swamp on to ^ 
edge of the Syrian Desert* which lifted its ycUow shoulder in 
front of me in a manner so inviting that 1 could scarcely bear 
to turn a^'uy foom it.. . .1 had tea in my own bouse baoie a 
wood fire and aftetw^ds received a visit from one of the 
desert meidhants one of the Agail who had somehow heard I 
was here. I knew one of his brothers in Damascus and another 
in Bagdad. They come, like all Agail, from Ccnttal Arabia, 
and wc sat ralkbg desert gossip for a long time—until I felt 
again that 1 could scaredy bear to be so dose and not to go 
in to the tribes. What a welcome Fahad Bey would give me I 
He’s about i days away. 


To H.B, HnxAit, ]aimafy 

I wrote to you almo^ at the beginning of my fortnight’s 
holiday and nour that I’ve come ahnoSt to the end of it I’ll 
begin another letter. 1 get back to Bagdad to-morrow and fed 
very much like one going back to school. I’m not sure that 
it's a good plan to get out of the cage for a fortnight and enjoy 
the illusion of days that were almost like a former ouit' 
ence. Cciiainly I’ve nct'er tealiaed mote k^nly than I do 
now the chains and bonds which war draws arout one, I 
wrote from Karbala, didn't I ? I spent three days there, saw 
many people, was greeted by friends bom the desert and 
had the t^deit desire to escape into it and be heard of no 
mote, . . - 
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On rof vny home yeiterday I Sopped at Babylon^ having 
been asked by Sir Pccq? to advise about the preservation of 
antiquities. ^Tenmipassad' weigh very heavy there—not that 
I was thinking of Nebuebadneasaar, nor yet of Al gs a ndc r, but 
of the warm wdcoinc 1 used to find, the ^ood company, the 
pleasant days spent with dcat Koldewey—ft's no good trying 
to think of him as an aiicn enemy and my bean ached when! 
Stood in the empty dufty Uttlc room where Fattub used to 
put up camp mmiturc and the Geimans and I held eager 
conversanon over plans of Babylon or Ukhaidir. What a 
dreadful world of broken fidendsbips we have created between 
us. 


To FBl BaodaT), Jimvj tjft, t^rl. 

YeAerday ! went ah over the Gvil Hospital with the 
hfunidpal doAor, Capt. Czscy Evans—he is a son-in-law of 
Mr Uoyd George. He b doing hb work with real imctligcnoe 
and is mil of schemes for the mtuie.«,. Medical organization 
is of the very firSt knpottanoc, not only because mere is so 
much to be done but dso because it b so deeply appreciated, 
tc is an invaluable poliricat asset if you choose to look at it 
from that point of view. Hospitals and dispensaries arc the 
fiift things the people ask for, and they Hock to them, men 
and women, and don’t hesitate to undergo operations or any 
treatment you please. Capt. C E. says the Standard of vitality 
is much higher than in Europe i the people here pull through 
operations which he wouta not dare to attempt at home. 
ITieir nervous system is much mote solid. They don’t suffer 
fitomshock..... 


To K.B. and F3. Bagdad, Jtnaa^ 

1 have your letters. Also Father’s voy go^ and wise piece 
about Capital and Labour, which I read with piofir. A re¬ 
markable wdter, there can be little doubt. 

.... The price of living here b cnotmoos, and, though Pm 
rationed, a great many m the necessaries of life have to be 
bought, such as soap, rice, eggs and sugar, and they ate all at 
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piepoiUctous pdccs. This iilso mcaiis thit one has to raise 
Wes. Kind Musa C3ialabi, my landlord, has got me out of 
diCSculties with regard to my gsttdenef^s family. There have 
been living in a single mud room, my gardcnci, bis aged 
father and motlwr, two biothecs, a wife, a siiter and siU m 
them came piteously to me for hdp and suppocr. T cotddn't 
feeling that my garden was overcrowd^ but, with icebie 
compassion, 1 didn't like tumine them out into the muA 
But there came a day when they aB guattellcd, and 1 caUed m 
Musa Cfaakhi as arbitiatot. He arbitrated with some virour 
and the aged fitther and mother, together with other members 
of the family, have found other lodgings. I relinquish any 
personal share in their fortunes, 

T found some irUes and some verbenas In a market garden 
which [ used to frequent here, and tcansfeticd them to my 
flower beds. They were very dear, but the joy of them wffl be 
worth the price. I have a few pots of vblcK which provide a 
tiny bunch for roy writing table. Their Uttie blue feces are 
very friendly and cheerful. I now pursue a happy plan of 
going out riding or walking every artentoon, gener^v alone 
but sometimes m company.. . . There is a great bend in the 
Tigris below the town which is my favourite ttsott It makes 
a huge peninsula full of gardens and cornfields, and almost 
empty of solders, and there I go and rememb^ that I am 
wJfljr part of Mesopotamia and not part of an anuy of oocupa- 
rion. llie spring is there and colour and life and sound h^vc 
rom e with (he tains, the sound and colour of the reviving 
world. Vf’c had a ddy drop of rain this week, enough to make 
2 days of mud, but we want more. Reaven send it I wc are 
barely up ro a in. yet and Fro a&aidj wc shall not get our av«- 
6 . 

Tltc days I don't ride 1 generally find myself in the bazaar 
a mildly expensive form ofexerdse. To-day, after I had been 
to see additional houses taken on for the Amcnkn refugees, 
I dropped into the new shop of an old acquaintance^ — he used 
ro have a much nicer poky room in a kh^ —and canK away 
with a very charminB Chinese bowl, a little copper incense 
burner joo years oM has a dated Arabic inscription, a thing 
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I CM never fcsiS) and a metal vratci bottle, not old, but such 
a go^ shape* All these metai jais are lovely, traditional 
shapes which you may see in any i6tb Century Petstan 
miniamre. The bowl was cheap foe it’s good Chinese itnff 

_ no bowl would have boat £^ cheaper, but there 1 even the 

bowl and the verbenas don’t run atttavagance into a high 
figure. 

I rather fear that my fdend Thomas Efieodi (he's an Amw- 
nian) will scad me round a pair of rugs to-mottow. Let's 
hope they won’t be good. Talking of rugs, Tro hatching a 
plan which, though it isn't dircdly concetned with mgs, 
reuches their place of origin. I have been thinking about 
schernes for the summer and Tro rather indtning towards a 
j months’ tra^ in Persian mountains, I should edfc tents and 
might vetyjikely land op in Tehetan uldmatdy, and home by 
Ispahan. The journey home takes at leait five weeks, four of 
through beat and the monsoon, w'heicas I can motor in 
X days to Kiimanshah and teach at once a tcmpciatc cUmaie. 
Then motor timmgh great bills to Urumiah perhaps, which 
is a paradise. CoL WiDcox gives the plan his warm approval 
from a health point of view, but it’s great drawback is that 1 
shan't see you this smnmer. At any rate, when you get this 
letter, you might tdcgiuph and say what you think, and 
meantime rU consider things mote cioself . I like the Petsian 
idea much better than Baluchiftan, for to get there one Sill 
has the tcrdfic journey down river and across the Indian 
Ocean —terrific in June or July heau It’s die thought ot 
getting into camp once more, and being our of doors among 
moim tvip s that attraSs me, and also the possibility of being 
* away from people for a little. 

One of the worst drawbacks of the occupation, fitom the 
point of view of the inhabitants of the cotmiiy, is the requist^ 
tioning of bouses. I don’t see what’s to be done, for we 
haven^ time to build and we rauSl be lodged, but it’s a tcmblc 
har dshi p to the luckless ejeffced ones..... 1 have a dean 
sheet myself, for my house isn't a house and probably no 
one but me vrouid think of living in it. (Thc^ would be 
wrong, for it is rpiite comfortable and the space and ficcedom 
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of my glided are invaltiabtc boons.) It's ccitainlf very 
dlflicuit to be popular rolets in war time. 

Wiib which wflexion Tl] dose, merely adding that rm 
very well now and nitick less thin. 


To H.B. BacojUS, Ftbna^, ith tjtt. 

It is getting quite peicwtibly, but pleasantly warmer. Tve 
begun to discard some of the innumenible wraps I wear by 
day and coverings by night. To-day, with the soft ait blowing 
into my room, I thought of R^ton in February and wondered 

whether by chance it were snowing with you-It is curious 

to find how many of the Bagdad notables are tribesmen, 
often only settled in die town tor the iaft generation or two. 
Some sheikh builds himself a town housci sei^ his sons to 
school and Starts them in a learned profession leading to 
Government employment. And at once they setdc down into 
driaens. But the tribal links are unbroken. Any sheikh with 
business in the town looks by right to his kinsman's house for 
entertainment in the matter of daily meals—a pretty espen- 
sive duty it is—and If a member of the town fiunily gets into 
trouble he will seek sandsmy with the tribe, safe in the 
assurance that be would never be given up. ^veral mm I 
know fled to their tribe during the year befote die Occupation, 
when the Ottoman hand was heaw on the Arabs of f^dad. 
Most of these are now in our service and their tribal con- 
nedioo makes them all the mote useful. We have a few really 
firSt-class Arab offtdsds, as we have found a few really 
firit-ebss sheikhs who will assume responsibility and pic- 
serve order, nieie are not many of them, but such as there 
art, arc invaluable. And we in our turn have an immense 
responsibility towards them, . , . Wc are pledged here. It 
would be an unthhikable crime to abandon those who have 
iovaliv served us. But there 1 if I write of Arabs 1 shall write 
al^ night. - 
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To HJ^ BiGtiAO, Ftirstty liti, iji** 

. * *. AI] the celcgcmis prq>at)e me for a tcirific ^Sftutr in 
France* IS'c also got your address at the Hordcn meeting 
which is txttfUttt, It is so full of ideas and of wise apptedations. 
When I fed ftalc 1 think of your woodcifully flesh mind, 
Tlieie*s no doubt you are a very remarkable person and f 
say it quite without prejudice. *.. 

The peace with tine Ukraine is the wot^ thing that has 
happened, it seems to me. I agree with Lady Mao^on who 
said she thought the Almighty bad shown Himself dis¬ 
appointingly ncutraL ... 

To-day I combined business with pleasure and paid a call 
on Pde Lion, abbot of the French monks, and P^c Anaitasc 
who is a Syrian. I vent to discuss the tmying of MSS* for 
the Indian Government and the translation of the Shiah 
traditional boob, which is a hobby of wj own that Tm 
pressing on the l^a Ofiioe* Yon see, the hr^ thing in this 
Shiah country is that we should have a teal understanding 
of the things that lie at the bottom of the Shiah mind* wc 
all I sat together in the padour overlooking the quiet litdc 
monastery court which Hu in the heart of Bagdad; we had 
a delightful rallc and as I came home through the incredibly 
narrow crooked ffcteets—the leaves almoSt touch overhead 
and the ftrcecs wind in and out of them—^1 had a wami feeling 
of being part of it all. And so 1 am, yon know; just as much 
as I'm part of English surioundii^. It’s a curious sense to 
have two native lands and to be wound into this one as with 
that by long iinb of associations. It made me o^menr with a 
dedston wmch Cve juit taken, not to accompany Sir Percy 
to Cairo and Jerusalem, where he is going h>r a ConfeiencDc; 
He invited me to come too, and though tt would have been 
mo^ intereding. I'm nor necessary and t think 1 had better 
Stay here now when the weather's so good and we can work, 
i shall htre to go away in the summer for reasons of health, 
Fm rather discouraged about Persia because people coming 
in &om there give such terrible accounts of the deititution 
of the country. You can't travel in a place where there’s no¬ 
thing to cat, E ngland, with Palestine on the way, is anothet 
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idea, but aDyboftP there are j mofttbs ftill before I need decide. 
The forth \i 1 a gteat longing to «c you.... 

However many cative lands 1 (nay have I've only one l&thet 
and mother anyway and I'm iherefore ever your devoted 
daughter.- 


To H.B. Bacoao. itW Firiirw^, (yti- 

You will get this Icncr quicker than all the others b^usc 
Sir Percy carries it. He is coming home on a ha&y mtsstori 
and Tsiill probably only be in England a tew days, but 1 have 
aakod him to communicate with you on his arstiv^ because 
I feci sure you will want to see him. Abo lie will discuss with 
you my plans for the summer,. . , Anyhow, he will be able 
to tell you whar it is and, if I can get home without an 
unreasonable delay, I think I probably come.... 

SprinfiVs JSit Cedi Spring Ricej death iS juft another piece 
of tnc ola life gone — a life which 1 can’t in imagination carry 
on into the future.... 

Well now, I will finish by writing you ao ordinaty letter 
of my doings.... 

On blonday afternoon, I had a funny, charming expedittoo. 
.1 borrowed a motor and took my old foiend and undlord, 
Musa Qialibi, with his wife and daughter, to ihdr garden 
outside Bagd^, five or su£ miles away, Musa's brother. 
Shakir, lives there and looks after the fanning. It was a 
ramshackle place, with a couple of big singlc-ftoried much 
built houses j refuse heaps scattered around and even inside 
the courtyard i a ditty, smtUy, Arab villas, half tent, half 
reed hut under their walb ; but rhe sun shone on the river 
bank and growing things and the palm trees, and there were 
three moft darling little cMldien of Shakir's to show me the 
hens and the puppies and the other wonders.., . And then 
wc motored home. Musa and his ladies were in the seventh 
heaven, never, [ think, having motored before..,, 

You know Sir Percy lias been an anecl of kindness to me 
always, but be absurdly exaggerates die value of anything 
I’ve done here..., 
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I kficw I hod onothicr ftory ld tell. To-dir there c;une ia to 
sec me one of tnvcllmg com^anioos oi" 1914. An Arab 
of the Dulaim tnbe, ivho 'vtth me for four dap when 
I was gobg back to Damascus. He was a good guide, and 
I was gbd to see his pJtasant face again—as glad as one can 
be when one of these ghoSts of an independent pait tises 
up before one. He set me longing for the desert. The gniss 
is springing there and the bkt^ teats flowing with milk, and 
man uid bca£t prt}q:cr. 


To FJBi. Bagoas, Maftb i^it. 

We had a day or two of wind and rain this week after which 
the worid bur§t Into lovelmess. 1 rode dire^v after the rain 
through the gardens $. of the town and fbuno tltem a vision 
of apricot and peach blossom and brilliant green comiidds. 
Everything grows together, ficuit tree and j»lm and com, with 
a marveilous luxuriance. If only it weren't going presei^j— 
and vet^ soon—to be so infemally hot. 1 have been very 
busy this week, ooncribtiting some chapters to the review of 
arfmTpIfl ration here during 1917. It makes a mo£t remarkable 
the truly remarkable part being the way the people 
have accepted it. The immense energy with which agricul^ 
rural dcvmopmcnt has been pushed forward has been of 
calculable political value.... There is no thing easier to manage 
riian tribes if youTI take advantage of tribal otganizarion and 
make it the oasis of admini£ttarive organization. And out 
people, with iheir natural inclination to deal with men on 
thrit merits, at cmscc eftablish familiar rdarions with sheikh and 
headman and charge them with their right share of work and 
responsibility. Aim the men so treated respond wonderfully 
well—hut then they are mea^ they\'e got sruff in diem jind 
that's all that is necessary.,.. The European news is terribly 
bad and I sec no prosper of an end. The &rain on you at hopac 
is more than I like to think of. Don't you wonder often when 
you wake in the morning, how you are to carry on through 
the day ? I wonder often enough bow yon bear it.... 

Yesterday afternoon I went to see one of our new primary 
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schools where the heatJma^ter is a fo'cnd of mine. There wasn^ 
a very large atteniianoe, I went roimd the 3 dasses and asked 
thcni'qucSlions. In the smallest class wc hdd a Und of 
iiiteUi'cctice examination and I began by asking who was king 
of EngliintL One indent of history (a^d about 7) replied 
unbesitatbely Chosioes, and another wkli a better grasp of 
modem ptiTitics amended with Lloyd George, (I don’t know 
whether Father will be aUc to bear that dory 1 ). . . . "nje 
roses in tny garden will be out b a week or two and. Tm eatbg 
my own lettuces, but Tm sorry to say the cabbages have burft 
into luxuriant yellow flower before they ever became cab¬ 
bages, so to spttk,- 


To F 3 . EaGOau, Afonj jgit, 

Fm going away the day after tomorrow down Euphrates 
to gather up the remainmg tlireads of tribal tnfbrmation 
which I want m order to compWc my momimcntal work on 
Mesopotamian tribes. So if 1 don’t catch a mail next week 

f ou’U know why. Fm looking forward to it very much and 
hope I shall be able to get the material I want, but iFs a 
job and if one thing’s mote certain than another, it 
is that ail one writes on trib» is sure to he full of mistakes. 
One ought to live for a month or two in each distjd£t in order 
to understand them. 

This afternoon I attended a smaU fun^Hoo, the opening of 
a Civil Dispensary in tlic heart of the lowtL It has been the 
darling wish of Capt. Carey Evans to have a dispensary on 
this side of the rivet, and it will be infinitely valuable. There's 
a ward with 6 beds besides accommodation for seeing out¬ 
patients. All the notables came, secular and rcligtotis; it was 
most gratifying as well as being mo$t agreeable;. I sat in a row 
with the Qadm, ibe Mudk of Church Lands (Muhammadan), 
the Judge of A{:^al and $0 on and so on, and we had tea 
and talked and were pleased to see one another. The Grand 
Rabbi, the Prior of me Dominicans, the Mother Superior and 
representatives of other Chriitian denominations were there 
too. 
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That's cot die oaly party Tve been to, but the other was 
(inprovjseid. Mr. Bullard and I were dding laft Sunday 
through the cxcjuisitc fruit gardens S. of the town and I 
insiAod on paying a call on thdr owner. We found him in 
bis orchards, a hale old ii«n who owns a square inilcs^ or 
theteabouis, of the licheS gardens near Bagdad and plants 
his seedling potatoes with his owo Hands. He led us through 
his fruit trees, showed us where he was laying out a 
orange grove and where transplanting spring onions. Apricot 
and peach, apple and gtecn^gc are all in white and pink 
flower, and the thick grass lines die water chann els, as it does 
tMilv in cxccpdooally good years. Thertwith lie took us to 
his iiousc and gave us an cicdlcnt tea of fresh bread and butter 
—the latter a rare lusury—and preserved fruits. We sat on a 
wide wooden bench in his inud*buiit gue^ room and hStened 
to his shrewd talk. As a sequel to the visit he sent me to-day 
a present of eggs and &csh beans, wrapped up in a red cotton 
handkerchief. 

With Sir Percy away, I have even more visitors than before 
and most of my moming is taken up with interviews. The 
Naqib’s water pipe has been die queStioa of the hour. I may 
say it has devaSated my prospect as well as swamping the 
Naqib’s quarter, for nothing m this world will kc«> it in 
repair. Yet you can't treat it like an ordinary pipe, for it is 
a religious bequeil and muit tberefotc be approached with 
the utmex^ circumspoftion. At length the Naqib, after much 
heart searching, has agreed to let the Muoidpality be respon¬ 
sible for its upkeep aim a load is slipping from my shoulders. 

Vel it's because matters like this one have been so lawfully 
handled by Sir Percy that oil the notables come to tea ai the 
Gvi] Dis^osary,. . , 

[In Match she again leaves Bagdad to motor among 

the Sheikhs and] got a lot of tribal ftnff."- 

[I include here some cxtitBs from letters written by 
Gertrude at ibis time to Mildred Lowther (daughter of 
Lord UUswater) with whom her friendship had become 
very dose duimg igiif when Mildred hdpM In the work 
for tracing the wounded and nussing.) 
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To Hoa. MiMrtd Lovths. ACori ijil. 

I want to sec you so very much, bdovtd Miiiy. I fed as 
if 1 had jumped into old age dunng the lfl#t two yean. You 
would scaioely bdievc fcom outside t am the same person, 
but inside I am not changed. 

To die tiTTif. BacoiAD, Monk i^il. 

Mt Fathex caeeiiy desires me to leare this summer hut I 
can^t settle myself to making plans while the fate of the wodd 
swings in the bakf^. 

To die ssimt *9> 

No, Fm cot coming back yet, darling. Do not forget me. 
When I come back I shall want youi help and undefSanding 
so much. It will be so difficult to pick up life in Eogland i 
I dmd it. You mu^ give me a hand as you did befon. 

It is too hot to write more. I shall go up on the loof and 
lie on a hot sheet while the sandflies drift through the meshes 
of the mosquito net—that*s the Arabian night if the truth 
were known. 


To HB. Sauawah, Mierb 191S, 

At Ku&h while I was ffcandiog on the high point aforesaid 
I saw some black tents and camirls in a hoUow to the S, and 
presently the owners crept up to us and laid their difficulties 
before me, Thev were men of the Ghazzi^ a scmi-nomadic 
tribe near Nasmyth, and they had been om in the desen 
since Oftobci. Now they wanted to go back to their own 
people bv the river for the summer* but when they got to 
Sbinariyah where they meant to cross the river, behold there 
were soldiers and people riding about and the devil's Own 
puzzlement. And they wanted to know whether there was 
permission for their ciossbg or what was to happen to them 
if they might not come down to the river. I said their Sheikh 
was a friend of the Govt, and bade tliem go in peace where 
they liked, but they were not hippy rilJ 1 wrote them an order 
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to 537 might ctDss and oootiiiae on that waf. With that 
they kissed my shoulder and departed teassured, I hope, bet 
think what bewilderment all these atange happenings mua 
cause to eamel folk w'ho don't know what the mtencion of 
the soldiers and the Govt, imy be. Next day was disgusting, 
a high wind and terrific rain. Fonunately ^ tent «ood 
(b^ a cniiacle) and my nxDf didn't leak much. Tncrc was no* 
dung TO be done but to continue sitting under it. 1 wrote up 
my tribal notes, and in the afiemoon was visited by various 
sheikhs and saiyids and had some imeicsring talk, the net 
result of which that they too woe a link Wwildetcd and 
anxious like the camel people. We have only been in e^fkivc 
occupation in these parts for the loft three months; we ate 
new and Itrnige to tnenir and they to us. Tve had in masses 
of sheikhs to see me and I think Fve made a pretty good 
trilwd ^i 5 !cr,, , , 

It's immensely interesting seeing this bit of the Hupheates 
and making acquaintan*^ with its inhahitants. No doubt 
Tve only got the vaguest outline of what there ts to know, but 
at any rste it is an outline of a very complicated bit of tribal 
country, conc er ni n g urhich we were, a few months ago, in 
complete ignorance. . ,. 


To F.B, Bagdad. Aiarri i8^, i^tS. 

.... A tembic cloud has feUen on our work here in the 
murder at Najaf of one of our Army Pbltricai Officers [this 
was Captain Marshall]. He was a brilliant creature — :t per* 
sonalh' ivas very fond ofhim, and spent a delightfui afternoon 
with him three weeks ago when I was at Kufitli, He had I 
thought a great future, and 1 do moA bitterly regret him.... 

This tragedy caft a great :9ocm over the end of my journey, 
but I must tdl you the remainder of my tale. 1 wrote to you 
from Samawah the day before 1 Eeff. I came up the HUbb 
branch of the Euphrates in a motor launch from Samawah 
to Diwaniych. Capt. Goldsmith, a young Surrey offiocr, came 
with me for the fieSt couple of Hours, wttli a patty of 
mounicd police—^for honour you underdond, not for safety. 
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1 could have done witli less but in spite of tbem all the tide 
over the desert gteen with aromatic plants was dcUao'^. 
The smell of a desm in sptinp is like nothing in this world. 
Each night 1 held a levy ™ notables after dmna. The second 
night when 1 had lUicned to the praises of myself^ mf govem- 
mmt and rav hoa, I was fbmuuTely relieved by the entrance 
of an aged worthy whose appearance and convetsmon I 
describe to you. His face vtis bUck with age, his beard scarlet 
with henna; the black and red were enfolded in a gjgMtic 
wy te ruiban. As he entered we all gave him salutations wmcb 
were repeated when he had sat down, then ^gged 
he took up his talc. As I came in,*’ said he, 
the very door, withoirt apen I composed a vem/* ‘ Wuho« 
a penr*—ejaadations of surprise and admirarioc fell from the 
company and we begged to be acquainted with the pt^ 
duftion. He raised his andent bony hand as though he would 
bid the world listen, and in a cracked voice ncdted rhicc tini« 
nmning, an egregious couplet to the cde& that ail had learned 
humanitv from Sic high Government, and that 1^ con^g 
of the khatun (me) had filled the universe with joy. After 
the third icdtal I feit it my duty to write it down^-sceing 
that he had no pen. The rc^ of the hearers overflowed with 
praise and a gcnt^al hope wa 5 CTpicssed thiit God 

and with His help the Haji would that night be able to rom- 
pleic the ode so fdidcciusiy beg^m, Btit whethci he did or 
not I don’t know, for I fled from Diwaniyah in a motor very 
early before the notables were awake. 

The I.G.C has been up for a couple of ^ys chectfuJ and 
cbcciifi^ ts AIm wliGtn do you think I have ? 

Driver Woodcock, Mis. Tag^’s ™dson. I gave him some 
cigarettes and a b<x>k of mine, which he asked me for, and 
to-day I’ve got him some razors and things from the Red 

Cross. _ t- • j 

J must teli you, Tm a person of consequence, for Father's 

launch is beating ail records. 

Father's letter of jan, * jth came also with my lift mail. 
1 wish you wouldn’t write me such sploididly long letters. 
Though 1 love them. Father’s account of his week’s work is 
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icsdly appalling. His billiurd tabic groaning with his papers t 
I also cor your wire about the Geog^ Soc. Medal. It wws an 
absurd thing to give me ; they mu^ have been hard up for 
travellers this year. 


To her An^y. Baguad, jfi, 1918, 

Mr. Bullard and 1 rode miles up the Tigris and dropped in 
to call on a charming old gentleman who owns a large garden 
by the river bank. We were received by his servants with 
enthusiasm and led out into the garden where we found 
Faik fiey budding oran^ trees. He then took us through his 
&uii garden and catnncldsa out to the edge of die desert. 
It was all gteen and wonderful with the barley in the and 
deep grass nndet the font trees. So we went back with him to 
tea, which consi^d mainly of dares and oranges. My other 
gardener host, Haji Naji, came in to see me this w^. He 
was dressed in b^utiful purple doth and looked very Im¬ 
posing. “ Do you sh here all day and work ? ” said he, 
msenoing in^inary epi^les in the air with his forefinger. 
“ Very laborious 1 ’’ and lie tapped his forehead to indicate 
bis sense of my mental eflbrt. ** You mu£t come out again to 
tny garden and be happy among the bruit tsces.** 

A raging south wind, which brought that night a wild 
dorm of rain—rain which lasted intermittently for 3 days 
and that’s unusual at this time of year—but very fottuna^ 
for h keeps the world cool and fresh. On the second aiternoon 
the lain held up a litde and 1, not bdng able to bear sitting in 
the office any longer, waded our through the mud and had 
tea with the Frcndi nuns, dading creatures, whom 1 found 
trembling with ansiety about the news of the barrlc—as 
who ts not ?_ 

Behind all one’s doings lies the terrible sense of these days 
in Ftanoe, The fiiit assault seems to have spent itself—at 
what co 5 t!—-and we now, with deep anxiety await news of 
the second. 

Goodbye, my beloved fimily. . . . 


*■ 
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II 3 SagdaO, April I 9 t 8 . 

I am sending home yo EitJc black sheepskins in j parals. 
My fill coat is in holes and some day they will do «> make a 
new one, being both pretty and cheap. ^_ 

The Willincdotts are here on a shon excursion ftom Bom- 
bav, StaTing with ihc C in C It is very ni« haying them, they 
ar^so chc?iful and pleasant. If the hoto enjoy a party you 
may be pretty sore the guefts are iwppy too. Aimng (he 
latter were two wise men ftom NajaF, crowned^ with gi^anhc 
white turbans, and it was assuredly the fir® to tn history 
that Najaf Ulama [the doctors of divinity, the icsimcd denes 
of Islam] had been sem at such a garhetwg.... 

If 1 om concoa a suitable telegram I shall telegraph to you 
saving that if you want me to come home this summer you 
inuil make arrangements from yom end. 
allowed to cross the Medit.. but I should tlto they 11 make 
an exception for me. If 1 can't come to Engiand 1 shall go 
on leave to BaluchiSan- 


To H-B. Bacuad, April 191*- 

Tve tuSt got a four weeks* mail with jout Ictten ^ Jam 
Feb. ir and 36, and Mothei*s of Jan- jo, l^fa 6, ao 
and aj, It*s an immense comfort to have the^ ^ 

ago I telegraphed to you about plans, saying I doubted 
whether coming home was advisable. I received u^ day a 
wire fiom you approving all my plans of Jan. 31—out Loro 
knows what Acy were I However, Tve left it at that, brause 
you will ccttainl V sce Sir Percy in a day or two and I shall have 
your final dedsion. My own feeling is that it’s no good 
attempting to make plans while everything in France hangs 
in At hatoe. While things arc v^ critical I don x 
to leave this country for, naturaUy, it will m^c people here 
»- « rryr w <‘ 1 y jumpy as to their future — 'ind T, in a small 
am one of the people who can help to comfort Aem- If I 
went, I fear they might think 1 was deserting mem, and to 
would make Acm mote nervous Still. , 

Except for Ac fear of your disappomimeni if 1 can t come, 
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I don't worty- I’m piccfoftly ^ 11 ^ better than Fvc been for a 
year; and esiape in the middJe of the summer to high ground 
m Penia is aJways possible. Two easy days* motoring lands 
one ),oo9 feet up, juit think of it 1 So as regards heal t h Tm 
all tight. 

Fust the accounts of Sprint, Tm really glad he hadn't 
had long months of failing healtn, as I had fcai^ I do grieve 
so umc& over the loss of him. He did his part splendidly, 
oaoc better. We’ve juSl had the Willingdons here. 1 saw 
a great deal of them and loved them both. The Chief insisted 
on mv coming with diem to Bahyloa We had a delightfol 
two mys. We motored to Hillafi, where we lunched. . . . 
We went to Babylon; this wonderfui spring had clothed the 
min mounds in flowering weeds and cait a &esh beauty over 
the of palaces. I tooit them on to a high place, spread oat 
a map, and told them all the long tale, down to Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar, and dicn down to Alcaandcc, who died there in the 
palace on the ootthem mound. The Willingdons were the 
roo$t enchanting audience, so was the Chief, and one of the 
jhifl* said that though he hated mins ^e,, the man hated 
them) be really liked Babylon. Lady W, and I agreed 
that i really had slung ouite a good scalp on to my belt I- 

1 fiunpinl up at 6 and walks^ for an hour along Euphtares 
hank —the buovcd tivcr—under palms and willow trees, 
talked vrith the peasants who were driving their osen up and 
down the long slopes of the water lifts, beard the Mesopo¬ 
tamian ni gh tingale and remembered that these were the same 
sights ana sounds that NebuebadneMar had known and (^cn 
Hammurabi. Were they, 1 wonder, comfbned and sustained 
by die eternal beauty of the earth and the simple country life 
of Add and river? We motoi«l that day to BLis Nimmd which 
is supposed to be the Tower of Babd, and 1 need not say 
isn't (because, paitJy, there wasn't one, and pardy because the 
one there wasn’t was not In that place; but I fear you'il 
fail to underhand mc l) and home to Bagdad. I motored 
always with Lord W. and cold him all we ^d done^mga<> 
con, agriculture, padficadon of the tribes—with illustrations 
drawn from the country we passed through, and he was the 
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mo§t sympathetic listener. He is so deJightfiUk M 

and eager that 1 don^t think he can have been bored, for if you 

cate for adminiSlialion it was a taie worth lieating. 

To H*B. BaCOAH, April 19, 

This evening I have a telegram frocn Sir P, saying that you 
and he in consultation had agreed that 1 had bett^ not come. 

1 feared be would warn you that the joutnCT is now vc^ 
difficult and I think the decision is a wise one but I can t help 
feeling a dreadful tightening at the heart at the ttought o 
not seeing vou within measurable time, I do sometimes want 
you so much that I can scarcely bear it. You could alwys g« 
U home by making the India Office or the F.O. idegraph 
that they want me and asking the Admiiaity to give me taoh- 
tics. WVll see how things turn; it may be eaaer m a month 
or two. Tve almost forgotten about France m thinking ot 

TOU and Mother and Maurice,... 

This is becoming a sort of diary letter it^a because you 
are so much in my mind that I want to tdk to you. To-day 
it has been positively cold, 1 was dressed in a silk coat 
skirt and shivered so much that I had 10 get into a wlutc 
serge eoTvn which was fortunately hanging up mmy dressmg- 
room at the office. Amadng, isn’t it ? LaS year we were 

trilling at this dare, . * n. 

IVc brought out a woik cm Euphmes gtography and tni^ 
which has given jatistafiboiL I shall have to tcvjse it now, for 
I learnt so much more when 1 was down the tiver laS month, 
but at leail it’s a beginning. I muft tcU you that I know a 
creat deal about the Euphrates—and nothing about the 
Dialu ThatV the next task when I can get ar it. 

The nuns arc making me a muslin gown—it will be a 
monument of love and care, for I really bdieve they he awake 
at night thinking what new Stitches they can put into d. 
I oftOT CO in to sec them after tea; we sit on the balcony m 
their couit^ and talk of France and Bagdad And then 
they all troop down in a body to the door to wave me farcwcU 
down thdf nacio’w^ aafliog Street—not 6 feet wide, oor 

-(56 


BAGDAD 




lie any Streets wider tn ibe heart oF VeStcrdiy 1 

rode with the O.G of one of the h% hospitals. Col. CroBalcy| 
aiul dunk of it 1 he Kad been for 2 years at Richmond, bad 
taught and caainioed many of our R. Cross detachments and 
been to our fkld day in 191 It— . , 

Good-bye, darling Fatfaet. I think and think of you. 
However tong Tm away from you, your love and Mother’s 
is like the solid foundation on which all life reSs. But I don t 
feel as if T could bear not seeing you for very much longer^ 

To H.B. Bachao, 4«*. iJJf*. R^wd Jw titd, i jit. 

The river has been in great flood this week. We trembled 
for OUT sown fields, but it’s a wonderful sight. The 
wealth and bounty of All the little water courses flowed 

in spate through the fields and gardens, things grew as you 
watched them and the Mespot nightingales shouted through 
the orchards. 

The event of ehe week was a tea party which I gave to the 
ladies of Bagdad in Sir Percy’s house, I asked no one but 
big people, mainly Moslems, and to my su^dsc they came in 
floc^. An Armenian fitmtly (Madame Sevian and her daugh¬ 
ters, wiwni 1 like very much), the Mother Superior and some 
of the nuns came to help and it was an umuensc success, 
Fve heard that the ladies said that not even in a Mohammedan 
house would so much care have been taken to exclude all 
malfs — it’s odd, isn’t it, that the success of a parry should 
depend on the absence of that element 1 One woman, the 
wife of the Direclor of Refigious Be<pie 5 ts (Moslem of the 
Moslem), said as she went away that If only they could s^ 
one Mjodiei and meet more b company life would be quite 
diflerent So now Tm conco£HDg a scheme to hire the dno- 
maiograph fot an evening and have a lathes’ night. They never 
see anythbg or go anywhere, think of it t 

Bagdad, 19: 1 . 

Fve had a chanmng little jaunt of j days. I motored to 
Ramadi b about five hours and |tay^ there with General 
Brookbg. 
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Nest mombg 1 motored on to Hit over a batr^ dewn 
told which not even this yearns rain can bcUig to life. We 
walked about Hit which is At fliangeSl place, unlike any othet 
jjj Mesop.' — -set on a high steep mo unds ma de of some w^ooo 

ycMs’ of Totmer Hits_And Acn we went on into Ac 

of the desert, flower Suxwn, Snick the Kubaisih road, whc« 
I met several dead people who weie once me, nding on came ls, 
on^^ gave Acm greeting wiA mtrrd fe e l in gs — And so 1 ome 
home to bieaki^ 

To H.B. & F.B, BAcnar*, A&y WK t?*** 

Will you forgive me if I write in pciw^—it’s not really a 
bit hot, but hot enough to make a fountain pen taAcr a nui¬ 
sance ; it dries up so bst. Hem we a« at the end of May 
and the temperature rarely over io<>—it^s wonderhA,, - 

Oh dear, now muA I would like to hive you juft for an 
] ^ftnr to show you OUT ofScc. I*m accustomed to it now, 
but it"s a wonderful place- We occupy two big houses 
built round courtyards on Ac river. Utpt W. and 1 
rooms next door to one anoAer on the fiift floor. Mine is all 
shielded wiA mats and blinA againft ^ sun and is bcaudfuUy 
cooL It has a writing table and a big map tahl^ a st>& ^d 
some chairs with white cotton, covers and lovdy tats of Persian 
brocade over Acm, a or j very good rugs on the brick floor 
and a couple of ciquisite old Persian glass vases on top of the 
black wood bookcase. The walls covered with maps.^ It s 
a nice place. On the verandah, which tons round inside 
of Ac court, sit our kavasscs — -oAce servants in khaki 
uniform—to fetA and carry flies and papers for us, run 
toessages and so on. They are moftly Arabs, some Persians, 
wiA tnunenst^ bulbous fHt hats. Opposite is Ac room 
of the Financial Adviser, blajor May; Ae peacock mostly 
sits wiA him ; and m between Ac map room, the cypher 
room, the room of the P.O. Bagdad, Captain G i l l a n , wiA a 
crowd of people waiting al ways to see him* In Ae near house 
all Ac clerks, British N.CO.*a, capiral men, Eurasians domg 
Ac confidcniial work (and Act arc first rate too), two ver- 
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na r^ifar deponinenis, Anb and Posian—I love th^ allj 
they ifc so delightful to ■work with* But a medley^ isn t it 1 
And though Fm accuaomed to it, I never quite g« over the 
ftxnuscinent and inteseft of it. 1 spetid an entertaining unic 
every inotiung learning Persian, which I’ve alinoSt forgotten* 
But it comes wck qtikkly, and du^g the week 
ready txgun to chaiicr an armzing jargon, three parts Arabie, 
I’m afeud, I have ^ complete illusion of spiking Persia^ 
for my teacher (one of out vermculc clerks} t&£tru& me in 
Arabic and undeifiands what I’m trying to say, but 1 icar the 
natives of .Persia won'L Howevet, it's great fun. 


To ber £unlly. Bagoad, 14 . ijli- 

Tve now got a Persian cook, who, besides being able to 
cook (an art none of my former cooks have possessed), 
knot's no Arabic, so I’m forced to do my houseke^ung in 
Persian, which me—doubdess amuses the cook a^ 

at times^ The nuns have made me some muslin goums which 
4f f- really quite nice—also cheap. The *cssayagcs’ arc not l^e 
any other di^making I’ve ever known. 1 go in after riding 
berore brcakfaA andiland in pafticaiJy nothing but btccchrs 
and boots (for it’s hot) while the Mother Superior and the 
dariing dressmaking siitcr, Soenr Renee, hover round cc- 
o^rirtTl y and pin on bits ck mosUn. At out elbows a native 
Jay sister bcaimg cups of cofTec. We pause often while the 
Mother Superior and Soeur Renee discuss gravely what 
ready is the fashion. The result is quite sadslhaoiy. Soeur 
RenM isn’t a Frenchwoman for norhinfi. 

My roses arc Bowering anew, rather du^ty in the fiice, 
poor little things, but very sweet. 

To H.B. BACOum, M jti, I 9 i<- 

,.,. Two splendid long ones from yom 

And the fiift and moSt iatereSing thing in them is your 
sugge^on tbflf you roighi come here neatt spring. I can’t 
imagine greater pleasure than showing you this world of 
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mine. T haie ^oui not knowing what bas meam so tnuch 
to me, 

Tm going CO Persia on Tuesday nieht. I really feel as tf a 
jndgment ought to fall on roc lot wing anytlwg so nice, 
It has been very hot this week. The temp, danced up one day 
to ii8 and 1 ain’t keep my olRoe under lOo. Pro ^ very 
well, but 1 don’t fed as if I could bear | unintemipted months 
ctfit. 

nrhc holiday in Persia was all that she had nieanr it 
to DC. She writes from camp on her way to Kirtnanshab.] 

J fumped up at dawn and climbed to the top of ^e hills, 
a, joe feet above tlie camp—a rough scramble up limestone 
rocks. But it was magni&cent. The eentians and tulips wem 
seeding —I send you some tulip seed wrhicb will you kindly 
give Kanagan — but the dianibus was ftill out* and goeg^us 
thi^es and pediculaiis—all the great garden of mountains, 
t came in at to to break&St, a little footsore—I haven’t walked 
for 4 years—but feeling like a new-botn creature. It’s about 
loo in the tents at noon, but one doesn’t fed it because there’s 
a cbol wind. The country is alinoS: uninhabited here. 1 met a 
ftw woodcutters on the lower slopes this morning, with 
whom I Stopped and talked, bur from the top you can see no 
sign of human habitation—mountain &iilness. To-mor¬ 
row I go on to Kittnanshah. 

It*s worth whiJc to sit aj years in an^ ofHce in Mesop, 
in order to do this at the end with such enjoyment I 

To K.B. KEJiiiANSffAH, Jitij 13/i, I^lt, 

It's a desert, this counny; there's little diHerenoc between 
Persia and Mesopoiamia, except that in the one tl^ wilderness 
is set upright and in the other ids laid fiat. We lan up i,om 
feet between Steep and narrow mountain slopes. The toad is 
a switchback, up and down over low passes, snow-blocked 
b winter. It’s nothing short of a roiiaclc that we can put it 
to use. 

[She then goes to Gulahek, full of tneinorics of her 
youth — and SO back to Bagdad.} 
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Angut jo^i, 191*. 


If Sir PcrcT had been here this wimer I thinti they coujd 
have done ejuite well without me, but the momcnr I got hack 
Capt. Wilson told me the ^ggednj^ news that he lud been 
appointed to Tchetam But ms abwnce makes me feel that 
ii^uldn’i have been tight for me to have been away this wintet. 
But it is a disappointment, isn’t it 1 1 was looking forward so 
much t» having Wro here after alt these months* However, 
Capt. Wil^n and I are eacellenc colleagues and the he& of 
friends and I know 1 can do a good deal to hdp him by seeing 
people and being ready to it and talk as much ^ they want. 
It will probably be my main job. But fiiSt I’m going to compile 
an Intelligence book on Persia, for which Tve colioaed 
materials wliilc I have been away, and I rather think I can 
make a passable bit of work. It's the son of thing I love doing. 
Fve rather lo§l my heart to Kurdidan, country and people. 
My Persian was enough to carry me through moft intcreilinc 
conversations—^Persian is extraoidinanly easy, you know, and 
1 learnt more in *l'>ar j weeks of tiding through the country 
fhan 1 could have learnt in months of motoring. But it was 
batd work—unspeakably bad tracks and very hot in die middle 
of the day. T^rc were many roomencs of deadly weariness 
which are not mentioned in my diary but remain in my 
memory. Still, T have come back extremely fit. We arc now 
at what I think almost the worft moment of Bagdad, the 
ftuflV autumn temp. 104 , and absolutely 9111 and airless. 

The rwo months in Persia have made me much more 
efiident—^that's latber saris&aory. 1 have got roughly the 
h an g of things there and can judge much Better how they 
afii^ us here. Quite apart from the cnjoyablcness, it has 
been well worth doing. 

To F.B. SacuAD, Itpfmttr jd*, tyi8. 

Why, yes, of course 1 wrote all the Arab of Mesopotamia, 
Tve loved the reviews 



were the anonymous autnois, etc. irs tun being practical 
men, isn't it. Oh, I do so agree with you as to the great luck 
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oC having something to do duriog the war—no ^ 

tCs much too much to do. It wou^ be hx giea^ si^cnng 
to outside it all. Father smds me the moS 
aaxmms Sf the Geographical Society m^g and dinner. 
How clad I am that it was he not 1— bcouse he did it 
much better than I should have done it, mctehff 
ihe credit of the tamily, and secondly because he liked it 
much better. I really should have been ashamed to receive 
that medal; it’s far too pieat an honour. 

Tve had an imcvcnthil week* but a busy one. Lote ot people 
coming in to see me, and then lots of » pick up, and a 

report to write covering the whole dme of 
fortunately not many things liad then toe 

Persian Intdligcoce book whidi is fairly way. Ive 

been making a Persian tribal map to^y and wishing 1 knew 
as much about Persian tribm as I do about Arab, air Percy 
goes to Teheran in j days' time. 


Yf^ PB Bagbab* SrpUmhtf 19/4 

J must announce the good arrival of some glovM and a felt 
hat, just what 1 wanted, and General Cdb^ me ito 
Richard is bringing me some clothe, which splcnoim 
Woad is the oi3y suitable wear at pncscoL Irs infcni^y 
hot, 11 j and absolutely airless. I don’t think Tve ever fdt 
the clinate more. Also I’ve had a cold and though Pm taking 
evety means to be better unriJ the weather changes I don t 
look forward to much vigour. At sunset the duj and ir^ 
lie in thick bars over the world and you gasp for brcito. 
When this reaches you 1 shall probably he shrvenng, so 1 
write untrammelled-—two I’s ?—^y any tear of causing you 

uudery. * i 

We have had a tremendous funfdon this week—a Durbar 

of Sheikhs held by the C in C. It really was rat^ wonder^ 
We had all the leading men of the coun^, shcikbs and tobai 
s^yids, from to T ikjdt—the Chief Itftd seen the 

people there the week before. Tlieie were about 8o of the-, 
only the very biggeft from each di^lria bad been sclcd 
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rjic Durbar ots hdd to the public gaidcns and all the notables 
of Bagdad attended to sec it, an immense concourse. It was 
icmScallj hot, but 1 fortunately was in the shade on the plat- 
fonn, with Consuls and diStinguisbed forcigOMS, Ficndi and 
Anicijcan« who happened to be lierc. At j o'clock the ^ 

C. came up in procession thmugb the garden with all ms 
Maiot-GencGls behind him, very splendid it lookt^ The 
sheikhs filed past him by di^liife, each group introduced by 
its Political cSfficcr and the Chief. 


To RB. BacnAn, Ntn^hr 19 tf- 

1 am having by &r the moft tntereaing time of my Itfe and 
thank Heaven I am now well and can grapple with it adc- 
qmucly. The Frauco-Bridsh Dcclaiadon has thrown the whole 
town into a fennent. It doesn’t happen often that people arc 
told tl^t their futiu?c as a State is in tbeit' hands and asked 
what they would like. They are all talking and mercifully they 
ail come in to me Trith the greatest eagerness to discuss what 
they think. On two points they are pjaSically all a^ecd, they 
want us to control their afiaks and they want Sir Percy as 
High Commissioner. Beyond that all is divergence. Most of 
the town people want an Arab Aimi but they can’t &e upon 
the individual My belief is (but I don’t yet know) that the 
rrikil people in the rural diStrids will not warn any Amir so 
long as they have Sir Percy — -he has an immense name 
jim^g them—and p«soniliy I think that would be heSt, 
It’s an immciisc bosmess setting up a court and a power. 
Tto: whole situation reejuites very delicate bandiing. We 
can’t be too wary at this moment when the poblic n^d is 
so fluid anything serves to divert it in one diro&on or 
another. I always speak t^tc frankly and thw believe ms, I thiok. 
Tbey know 1 have their inters more deeply at bean than 
any^*nig else and they truA me in the same sort of wwy that 
they trufE Sir Percy, Tm so thankful to be here ai this cim^ 
w'batever happens I muS wmain till Sir Percy is brought back. 
We’ve iclcgtapbcd very folly. A- T, Wilson pd 1, and 1 
think w'e have given a juft view of the £tatc of things.,. 
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, , . , I’m cjoite sure that I prefer Genctais to Bps. Two 
days Jarer 1 w«it with Gcnciils Lubbock and Suiatt VC orticy 
to &qubah to see the NcSoriao rcAtgecs in campw We liavc 
So,ooe of tbctn; they cramped down from Uramkh to 
escape from the Turks. The camp is wondetfiil—like a huge 
towTL Then I walked with my eenerals in the otsm^ gardens 
on the other bank, made friends with one of the proprietors 
and ca m e away l^en with oranges. Bat^ubah oranges ate 
certainly the moSt beautiful in the world. The gatdens are 
an amazing sight now—j and 6 huge yelloTr gbtrt hanging 
duitered on the bought—all the groves aglow with them. 

To H.B. Bagdad, Dertethrr 6ih, i9it>. 

We have had a day’s rain this week and the world is pretty 
muddy. Luckily my fidl Tuesday putty took place the day 
betore. I had about jo bdies, mofitly Moslems—they flock 
nCFw, and 1 shall get them ah in time. Wc had tea in the garden 
and sat talking for neatly z houis moS cbeetfully. I talk 
Arabic perhaps not quite as well as French, but nearly. 
The vDuneet men are trooping In now of a morning to give 
tec their views on the poEtkal future, 

A, T. Wilson and I spend a considerable part of cut time 
laying down acceptable ^ntiers—by requea. It’s an amusing 
game when you know the country intimately, as I do, thank 
goodness, almost all of it. Was ever anything more fortunate 
than that 1 should have criss-crossed it in very nearly every 
direflton. 

To HR, Bagdad. Dtetmitr i^iS. 

.., , About Arab rule. In Mesopotamia they want us and 
no one else, because they know we’ll govern in accordance with 
the cuftom of the country. They realise that an Arab Amir 
is impossible because, though they like the idea in theory, 
in pradicc they could never agree as 10 rhe individual, . . , 

To P.B. Bagdad, Jdiamj jrrf, 

On the chance of an outgoing boat I make hafic to write 
you and wish aU yours a goM new year.,, . 
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Bot more imercStmg was » lefturc Riven one afternoon 
liiit week hv Pmt Wargoliomh, Me Ictocd for Jo minutes 
by the eJoc^ on the ancient splendours of B^dad. in classic^ 
Arabic and without a note, It is tltc talk of the town. It’s 
generally admitted that he hnoiwi mote of Arabic language 
InSory than any Arab here,... 

To H.8. BAonAn, jaanaty 10/A, 1919. 

^'C have been having rather a difltctili time lierc. The EaSl 
is inclined to lose its head over the promise of settling for 
itsdf what is to become of it. It can't settle for it^lf really— 
we out here know that very well, because it might hit on 
something that certainly wouldn't simplify ftate government 
and that we can't allow in the iniereite of universal peace. 
But it is not going to be an easy job to hold the balance 
Aralght, Fm thinking of leaving in the laSt week of February, 
something like that. 

Meantime Fm liard at work at the big book of Iiaiq Per- 
son^ities, a I think 1 shall get it into shape hy 

the end ofth^ month. Further Fm seeing a great many people 
and incidentally a good many of the women. We have got a 
lady dofiot. Fm taking her to see some of my ftiends and 
arranged a series of lectures for her in the home of a Pasha^s 
wife The ladies seem to be very keen about the classes. 

The last ilay or two I’ve had a feverish cold—it is carious 
how cvTTyihing lums to fever and knocks you out. 

To H.B, BACtiAO, ly/A, 1919. 

1 was deeply grieved about Beatrice [Qiamberlam}; Fve 
written to Mt. AuSen. There were few people who were her 
equal in fair sanity and I realise now how much I alwap 
counted on bet friendship. It's possible that T may come home 
a little cadiei. A. T, Wilson shows signs of wanting someone at 
home who can help to give a guiding band, if thaFs possible, 
keep him closely informed of how dungs arc shaping and at 
the same lime represent the c^i^jctience we have gadiered 
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here. 1 reaDj- don^t iiuiid one vay or the other mpclf- I 
should like to be tock here in Ocrobcf, but U’cTI see what 
happens. 1 think on the whole 1'na crofc useful heic than in 
England, but jnSt at this fttomenc I might be able to help to 
keep things Straight—if thcyTl let me,.,, We are haring rather 
a snndy ome over sclf-deccmiination. T'U lell you some day. 
I wish very much that Sir Percy were here.... 

I flew w'ith a youne man laa^ week—Utetally not figuratively. 
We Hew for about three-c^uaiters of an hour up ai^ ovei the 
Tigds. For the fit5t quarter of an bout 1 thought it the mod 
alarming thing I had evei done and eagerly wished that chat 
good young man would return to the ground. It was a 
windy day. the aeroplane wobbled a gooo deal However. I 
presendy Ixcune accudomed to it and was much intereded 
and exdced. I shall go up whenever I have an opportunity 
so as to grow quite us^ to iL 

To FB* ijrJ, tjif. 

_The bed thing this week was a le&irc of Prof, Margo- 

Bouths on Abbassid hldoiy. I asked him the other day what 
he thought of the Bagdadis, to which he replied, ^ You will 
I miSt foigive me for quoting a sentence of the Prophet^? 
of which I am o&en reminded 1^ the people of Bagdad: seek 
the advice of women in order to do the contniy--— 

To F 3 . Jwfiy jwt. 15*5. 

Col. Wilson telegraphed home this week sapng be would 
like to send me to England more or less as his liaisoo ofitcer 
while so much is under discussion there. My own view is that 
he will get no ansvrer. 

If wc get a penmnenc form of Govemmeni eSahlished 
here by this time next year 1 think we shall be lucky. . . , 
It is an immense job. the conversion of a mllttary oiganisation 
into a civil adtnini^faticMi. all the technical part of it is so 
o^'erwbclming, forts, telephones, medical and sanitary or^ni- 
sation, etc.; and it means chat you cannot demobiilse whole¬ 
sale as if you did there would be a sudden breakdown in all 
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the ftmftions of Got^emment. I biwrn*! to do with 

these tilings, but T can see how intriotc the? are^ ., * 
t ha?t pitted n^ gaztkn tnojft beaurifullv with hedj^es of 
ch^sanThcmuim—it ought to be a sight next Auttiinh. , . . 

rm sorry T shall not see the countir hctc this Spring it will 
be woodcihil after such a winter of tain* 

But I shall see you and I’m immensely looking forward to 
it. I can*E quite believe vet that in 6 we^s or so 1 shall be in 
England I esqicfl 1 shall be pretty busy, you know. Anyhow 
I tlrink it will be good for me to go away for a bit. I feel 
Tve become very ptovindaL How can one help it when one’s 
whole time and thoughts are given to one^s province ? But 
it Is not a good plan to get c|uice out of touco. One is mote 
usdiil here for lowing what thepuho is like at home, I 
would like to do some propaganda for my province—lofhues 
perhaps, though my mind rather shrinks from the idea at 
this moment. The Geog, Soc would pethaps be a good 
platform but it will probably be too late in the year for them— 
they don’t, if I ttmeinher, have meetings after Easter. Heaven 
knows I shan’t r^ret it persomlly; it’s only that 1 want to 
advertise my provtnoe, you undciSand* 

And do you know what i look forward to very much ? 

‘ A leg of mutton 1 That’s not poetic, b it, bur you should see 
and uy to cat the meat t live ou. 1 can’t think what part of an 
apifTtal It grows On. I mu^ learn no cook mutton chops while 
Fra at home—and then see if I can’t them here, 

[She goes to the Gonfetence In Paris,] 


To RB. Hotel Alajamt:, Paeb, ASafth 71*, 1919. 

You muit ha\*e been surprised at not hearing from me 
before, bur Fve dropped into a world so amazing that up to 
now Fve done nothing but gape ai it wtihnut being able to 
pur a word on to paper. Our EaSem a&its ate complex 
beyond all words, and until 1 came there was no one to get the 
Mesopotamian side of the fiue^on at fir^ liand. The mag¬ 
nates liavc been extremely kind__ They have all urged me 
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to ftajr and I think for ihc moment that^s my business. Fra 
fiUmg up the time by petting in touch with the Fiench and 
finding out for myseli* vhai their vievi's are.... I would love 
above evciything to come taotoring with you but it depends 
on how busy 1 am seeing Fiench people- If I can keep a day 
or TWO dear of course I’ll come and in any case Fit manage to 
come to Boulogne and see you for an hour or two ^cre. I 
hope you’ll think Fm right to &ay. I caii*t do anything else. 


To F.B. ParI^, Smad^, Atareb i6/i, 

It will be quicker to send a letter by Father than to noSt 
it. 1 can't tell you what h has been like to have him for these 
two days. He has been more wondcifuliy dear than words 
can say, and in such good spirits looking so well. 1 can 
scafceiy believe that three years of war have passed over his 
head since I saw him. , . , Fm deep in propaganda though I 
don’t know that it docs much good, I don’t ifecl is if I 
neglcft the chance of doing something. Except for the in- 
terca of the things which lie in the melting pot I’m not really 
liking it much and I should be ve^ gkn to get away. But 
one has got to such a State of tension that I don’t believe I 
could at this moment come quietly home and rest. 

We had a very delightful lunch to-day with Lord Rol^rt 
and T. E. Lawrence—juS we four. Lord Robert is I think 
the salient figute of the Gonfetence and T. H, Lawrence the 
rooft pi^hriesquc. I spend maSt of my time with the latter 
and the former Is unfailingly helpful. 

1 think that after A. T, wiJson lias arrived and I’ve put turn 
into touch with my friends, that I can leave matters in his 
hands. He comes next week, I hope. General Allcnby arrives 
on Tuesday and Mr, Hogarth with hiin, so that we shall be 
in force, I can’t write or think of anything else but what we 
aie doing with the Eait—aftcrwaids I wonder what I shall 
rhtnlt about. 


[On April Tjith Gertrude ftarrs for a motor tour with 
her father through Belgium and the north of France, 
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Paris, dwn to Mandlles and so by sta fof Algiers. 
Back via Paris in May. 

Gerandc i$ in iin^lancl for the reSl of the sunitDCi and 
leaves again ft>r the Ea£l in Jtiiy.J 


Jo Sfptfmhtr, 1519 . 

_We reach Port Said on the aSth so TJl begin to write 

to yon. The weather bcanriftJ, the ship cxcdle^ And hfarie 
[Dcliicn::, her devoted maid) is proving an admitablc mveltcr. 
grid wondets why es'eryone who can doesn't do this alj the 
titne. For my part Pve never been so well dressed on a ship 
for she digs into the boxes and produces a fircsh co^timc daily. 

[Gertrude writes from Damascus the account of her 
journey from Cairo,-—of her hair in Jcmsalem, whm she 
Says with I^ady Watson wife of the chief Administrator 
General Sir Haity Watson, and secs a good deal of Sir 
Ronald Storis. 

“ There is prafrically no qucaion but Zionism in 
Jerusalem.*’ 

From Jerusalem viaBcyrour to Aleppo.] 


To her &jnily. Aieppo, 17/^, ijf j. 

Fve been doing the usual thing here, seeing people, bui the 
chief person I’ve seen is Fattuh. He looks doer and as if be 
had been ilirough an awfril rime, as indeed he has. He has Io9 
everything he had—he was beginning to be quite a well-to- 
do man and now he has only a horse and a small cart with 
which he brings in wood to sell in Aleppo. He was chiefly 
susped because he was known to have been my servant,^ I 
went to sec his wile^^cy live now in a tiny housc^ which 
they have hired. He used to have two big houses of his own. 
poor Fattuh. I was very very gbd to see him. He is preparing 
rood for me to take on my motor ioumey and 1^ ^ill has some 
of my camp kit. cups ana piates and things, so that I need not 
buy acythtng. We have nad such happy rimes together—1 
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called to mind joyoua depomuss Crom Aleppo, and looting 
at his haggard face I said, " Oh Famth bdbrc the war oiur 
hearts were so light when we tiaveiied, now they *« so heavy 
tha t a camel could not cany us.^ He smiied and said, “ Big 
lady, no, a ci t m e- T couldn't carry you.” My poor Fattnh. 


To F.B. Bagmo, N«w*frtf t, ijiy. 

I have been to pay a visit of condolence on one of the Wg 
families, the head of which, an old friend of minr has died. 
I’m very Sony he's dead but Tm glad he won’t have the oppor- 
turtity of dying again so that 1 shall not have to pay anodier 
visit of coadolcnce,.,, All the women, of the famiiy met me 
on the threshold of the hatem, dressed tn the blackest black, 
thcii hair cut short and tears Streaming down their checks. 
K.B. He has been dead a momh. They cried ummcrruptedly 
for ten minutes and again at intervals whenever they lemem- 
bered to do so. , . . I have also atrended a njccting for the 
promotion of a. Public Libtaiy for the native populatioa. The 
scheme was Started by the wife of one of the Judicial OfRcers, 
Mis. Forb«. She wms a nice woman. The proceedings were 
in AraWc and 1 made a speech. It was not extempore, I had 
been ashed to do it the day before and had carefully prepared 
it witli the aid of a native, for one has to make speeches in 
iugh iilutin literary Arabic. Eveiyonc else was much more 
high Edutin. Tlic chief man of letters rcctrcd an ode spedally 
written for the occasion. It had an iinmeme success, Afret 
any spedally elocnicnr couplet the audience cried out " True, 
tnie,^and sometimes “ Repeat.” ... The enthusiasm Istitcd 
to the end and 1 made some valtxable mcmal notes^as to the 
right way of making further meetings agreeable to Bagdad 
audiences. The rules ate quite diBFa^ntixDm ours. . . . 

To F.R Bacoao, Nmathtr 1919L 

Fve done very little this week except sit-in the Office. I 
went to tea with the wife of M Pasha—she is the nicest 

of women. Also I went to tea with the Paebahji ladies whom 


470 



BAGDAD 


jeT:5i 


rm very food of—he’s the owner of my g^dcn and lets me 
live to tt* And Tve been to a Jew tea party—you sec Fm 
visiting all my actjuaiaianccs—and to a tea patrv of the wives 
of some of tny coileagues. Mis. Wilsod^ Mrs. \Valler and ifrs. 
Bil!^ 1 liked them ail. Brides come our in swarms to be maaied 
here. We've had two weddincs in my service since I came. 
Mr. Bonham Carter dines witn me to-nighr. He had a big 
funfbnn, to which T went as a P.O., for the opening of the 
new School of Law. FrafUcally all the big people of Bagdad 
wcie ptescni. Otii gieatcft man of icncts made » speech 
which it was a privilege to hear. He is a bom orator and 
the rolling Amb periods ate magniiiccnt when he declaims 
th em ... If oxily my fijrnituiie and crockery would come 
bom Maples I could widen the circle of my dinner parties, 
Fve telegraphed to Maples to ask when th^ were sent o3. 
And when Made is here she can look after the arrangements of 
my household and make it tidier and nicer; a thing 1 can't do 
wdicn Fm at the ofHce all day. 


T* F-B. Snaiiif, jo/i, 1919. 

Anotiier thing came in to-day^ ouitc as important as the 
post—two moft beautiful Anb^ynounds sent to me by my 
old fnend the paramount chief of the Anaaeh, Fahad Beg. 
They had w'alkcd tun days down the Euphrates with two 
tribesmen to condu& them, and came In half iton'cd. They 
arc sitting beside me on ray sofa as I write, after wwndcring 
about the room for half an hour whining. They are very 
gentle and friendly anti 1 hope thqt will soon get accuftomed 
to living in a garden in^cad of a tent. They are pcrfcQly 
lovely and of course of the hne^ Arab breed. We have natned 
them Rishan and Najmah—the feathered (that’s because ot 
his feathered tall) and the ftar, .... 

1 lead the life of a hcmiit, if a hermit could spend all his 
days in an office. Sir George has provided me with a pony 
on which Fve been riding foe thtcc quarters of an hour after 
4 . I then come back to my house and work at mv big Mesopo^ 
tamian Report till dinner and after dinner until I go 10 1^. 
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I cKi tsac\j get ai it in the office becansc of cooftua mtir- 
ruptm. One day this week I wem lo a tea m the hoc« 
of a notable who h vcjy far from bdng pio-Brtash. His wife 
is a Ecend of mine and T think <f a as W 1 to condud one a 
petsoiial rcknons without regard to poUocs. 

TtKby I niotoKd out with Sir George tojpay a visit on my 
dear &icnd Haji Naji the owner of the befi font 

He gave us coffee and delicious preserved neftannes 
and offered some very feasible su^eStions as to the mamg^ 
ment of the police force, wiiidi here as cveryw-hcre is one of 
the most thorny questions. His gardens were looking lovelj. 
the fruit trees juft^ginfiing to rum ycUow m our late 
I am sending you 2 copy of my Synao Repon* It oi 
course confidential but I have permission to Irt you Ihvc 
and I wish you would tell me what you chmk of it, I can t 
ludge and hobody offers any criddsms except that on the 
w£lc they don’t agree with my conclusions. Neverthdess I 
think Fm light- 

Q EAGDan, Dttrmier -jtb, 1919 . 

If you leave in the middle of February you should 
here iowids the end of March But dWi bc^Iatei because by 
the tad of April it may be quite hot. I muS break to^u tMt 
I shan’t come back wuh you, I reallyom t to laTiy &om ^ 
country, with wtuch I’m so dosely identified, while it s going 
through such a crisis in hs fortunes as all year tt is sure to 
do When you sec the ickdons I’m on with the peoole you U 
onderiiami I feel sure- My idea is to to to Grarge and Blanche 
P Joyd] for a month ot so in the middle of the summer, but 

we’ll see about that later.... , 

I’m fiiadnally getting my house fuim^cd and itt going to 
be very nice. Maple writb that my things were sent off m 
Odober. I ordered them in July I In the mean tiM I ve 
bought a charming black cupboard and cheft in the bazaar, 
very cheap too, iUrie has been inva^blc b making ciytams 
and generally seeing to things. She is the greateft cormort— 
I don’t know bow 1 did without her. Also my new cook—On 
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ftthcr yotill love to see him. When he toils about in an abba 
be gives * cachet ' to lajr garden, 1 c^n. tell you I Only, though 
he can cook a good deal and makes ex ccflent cakes, he cm t 
jead Of 'write and as his mcmoiy is defidem the morning 
accounts arc a trial They run as follows i— 

G.B. Fallab I Mahdi! the accounts, I muSt go to the 

office, . 

M. Oh Your servant, Khaain. I bought what s its name 

G.B. Well, what«its name, 

M. Rice, Two loans* 

G.B. Eight annas. What neat? 

M, Then 1 bought what's its name* 

G.B, What? Falkh t 
M, Btead, 6 annas, 

G.B. Go on, 

M. And then I bought what’s its name, 

G3, Mcidfol God 1 What ? 

M. Sugar, two rupees. 

G-B. Two rupees. FaDah I 

M, then—Khatun, 1 forgot the eggs yeaerday, one 

rupee. 

G3. All right go on, 

M. And then J Mugbt tneat;^ one rupee. 

G.B. What neat ? 

M. Wallah, I benight—Khatun shall 1 prepare for your 
ErcellcncT this evening efter ? (Stew), 

G3. Wluit you like. Finish the amounts, 

M. On my head* And then what's its name, 
and so on. and so on till Tm hysterical berween impudence 
and buchtcr..., 

By the way. will you please send r^ Syrian Report to 
George Ttevetyan. confidcndally. I think tt would inieieft 
him fl he r a talk he and X had in the summer,,., 

Do you know what they call me here ? Umm al Afumtnin, 
the Modier of the F^thfol, and the kfit person who bore that 
name was Ayishah the wife of the prophet* But you see why 
I can't leave. 

Would you let Milly see this letter ? 
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1 wholly foijiot to tell yoa the main fe^re of the week 
whieh was the Piophct^s biithday, Sunni ^le, nuke no 
mistake, the Sliiahs celebrate it a week later,.,, ■ The Pious 
ficqueds Dept, gives an oiUdal oelcbiarioii at Muadhdham, a 
much jrequentcii Sunni slirinc j miles above Bajjdad. It 
consists m a squaie mol aiui pnyers, anti for the 6tS time we 
were invited to the meal* ! went and so did Frank Balfour 
with all his Statf. It liad rained heavily the night before—our 
long first raio which has come at last—and to motor 

out to Muadhdham w'as a ticklish btisiness, llie part began 
at 9 a.m. However we all arrived safely and found a ^chci- 
ing of all the men of religion sitting in the house of the Curator 
of the Mosque. We sat round and chatted for an hour or so, 
very pleasantly, and then we had a lunch of ea e cHcnt Arab 
foo^ providi^ in incredible quantities. Some thought the 
hour 10.20 ajn., untoward, but 1 never mind how early I 
lunch. Then we all went back to our offices. I can't tell you 
how &iea^y and nice it all was; 1 loved it. 


To »tv Bagdad, Dtemttr i4t4, ijj j. 

Don't be later here than the middle of March—J don't think 
I would be able to meet you fiirther away than Bastah. You 
muS bring a camp bed with bedding which all does up in a 
Wolscy Valise. As for clothes, it is usually delidous here at 
t hqr tim*, temp, rising towards 70 at midiiy, but we som^ 
have rain W'hich means that it would be colder. In mid 
nApiil you may capefi: 80 or upwards. Yon are mofi likely 10 
want here lightish woollen clothe* or fianncl, but a silk sdt 
or two would not be amiss. A lopcc you muit have—I advise 
a sun mnbreUa. . •. 

1 have had somehow rather a diffi^ week. Firft of ail 
Allah affli£bed me with a pain in my inside:, but be has now 
it away. Next the Powers that Ik (on earth) got across 
the Sunni Vatican and they all tumbled in on me. It was vety 
bccaust of <»ursc tt IS not iTiy business and Tm 
always so dteadfolly a^d of (e) misleading my visitois and 
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(i») of annorifig my collea|iucs wtost job it is. If the litter 
wcfca’t such anccls (A) would be inevitable. It ■woTiidn'c have 
happened I think if Mr, Bonham Carter hadn’t been awaj- for a 
fortnight. Firit the Naqib sent round his son with a very 
spedsd warning. Then next morning the door of mv office 
opened and the room was tilled with white torbaned Sunni 
Divines, Miitcoed and begged them to betake themselves to 
Opt. Cooke, the Diredor of Pious BeaueAs, bur no, they 
wouldn’t go. If I iiadn’t been so bothered 1 could have 
laughed to ^d myself set up as an arbitrator of religious 
adminiStiation, However, all has mmed out ’well I sent for 
deatr Cooke and after begging him to box my ears expounded 
the matter and he ’went Straight to the Naqib to put things 
right. Meantime Mr. Bonmm Carter, wiseS of men ^ 
returned, thank heaven and I've got full absolution from him, 
Wliai they (le. be) was doing was, 1 am convinced pcrfefUy 
right, but by a series of accidents it hadn’t been properly 
explained. And when that kind of thing happens they the 
Bagdadis always let off Steam by coming to me. 

, ,.. We are in the middle of a vc^ difficult situa^n which 
you will sec in the papers—the seizing of Dcir ai Zor on the 
Euphrates by an Arab force, We don’t yet know the rights of 
it. 


To H3. Dvfjnhtr totkt 1919. 

Mr. Bonham Carter dined with roc one night and wc bad a 
delightful long croak about Arab things and politics. To-day 
Tve been titSng with Major Bollaid through Haji Naji’s 
gardens. I delight in our ftiange winter landscape. Ite 
apricots and mulberries dropping golden leaves into the 
brilliant green carpet of the springing bailey- 

Wlio so angelic as my cwo dogs who are curled up beside 
me on the carpets as I v^te. Pm beginning to persuade them 
that sofiiS and chairs- arc not meant for greyhounds.. . . 
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H.B, Bacsud, Jitimtij nit, tjM, 

rU tell 7ott my life ajid times. Ott Xmas day I went to an 
cnoimotia dinner pany given by A.T. to aJi the Political 
Service and their wives, 1 came borne early, when they began 
to dance. 1 dance no longer. - r 

Next rooming before eight 1 caught a special train for 
Babylon and went there with the Lubbocks and Genem 
Hambto and some others, I as guide. We Imd a deb- 

cious two hours there after w'hi^b Geactal H. and Captain 
Bacon, and his AJ 3 .C. and 1 went on to Hillah, There we 
lunched with tny dear Ma|or Tyler, the P.O, The lunch was 
gorgeous because Major Tyler had told the leading dtizeii 
diat I was coming and he had insisted on sending in the whole 
roeal- The table groaned with delicious Arab foods, the chief 
flrtVi being a Stuffed lamb roasted whole with its tail in its 
mouth like a whiting. . .. 

Here I parted with General Hamhro and went on by motor 
to the other branch of the Euphrates where I found two 
TOung men. Captain Mann and Captain Wigan Wting with a 
lauotm to take me to die Camp ot tny ho€t, Major Notfauiy, 
P.O. of Shamiyeh. . . . Nest morning when I woke and 
^pped out of my tern into the bright sun and saw ail the 
trees and things 1 -wondered how anyone could live In Bagdad, 
The camp teas pitched tjuitc near the little village which is 
the headt^uarters of the principal Sheikh of the diStn&, Ibadi 
al Husain. So after tlinner he invited us to hisMudhif,his 
guejt bouse. Now a Mudhif you can’t pi&irc tUl you’ve seen 
jt. It’s made of reeds, reed mats spread over reed bundles 
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axchifig oncf and meeting at the to^, to that the whole is i 
huge, petfcdly regular and canuisiidy con^tiuficd yellow 
nmnd jo yarta long. In the miadlc ia the coffee htarth, with 
great logs of willow homing. On dthcr side of the hearth, 
g gamiS- the reed walls of the Mtidhif, a tow of brocade coveted 
cushions for us to sit on, the Amhs fknfcbc us and the coffee 
maker ctoudttd over his pots. The whole lighted by the ^ 
and a couple of small lamps, an d the end of the M udti i f Eiding 
away Into a golden gloom. 

Wc spent next day in camp.... It’s a rice country and they 
have bad this year a bumper crop. The yellow re^ villages 
lay £)t and comfoitabic in the winter sun, banked up with 
rice £tiaw. The great golden heaps of rice were not all housed 
or shipped avray but lay on the harve^ Hoots. When we 
reached the Hor wc got into riny sajahs, the canoc-Ukc boat, 
and rowed out by passage ways through the reeds to the open 
water, There were thousaneb of duck, teal and otiicr water 
birds. The osprey breeds here. Tlie 'water was covered with 
the dying leaves of a water lily on which buffaloes were 
pcao^ulfy browsing, Standing bclly-dccp in the I lof- Of all 
incongruous diets for a bu£do water Qlies arc ccttrinly the 
most preposterous. , . . 

Neat day we all went to NajaT.... lam amused to find that 
my Status in Najaf is rising. As a rule the great religious 
lexers, the Mupahids, don’t sec tne—I don't propose m 
because th^ never look on an unveiled woman—but this 
lime one of them, a Era dass Mujtahid, but an Amh, not a 
Persian, sent to ask me ro come. He is an imposing figure.. 
Ka|af, niySerious, malig n, fanatical, but cm'wing you with 
wonder and relu&ancc, by its beauty and unfathnmablene^. 

The la^ time 1 had been there I was lunching with Captain 
Manball who 'was murdered 8 days bter. And we walked the 
same path round the town and said juft these things about 
Najaf — alas, too truly.... 

TuF-D. Baodad. JjiTMary ii/b, 19*0. 

Flrft—^and it clouds all other things—^utcr brings ^e 
news of Unde Frank’s death, i do grieve so much—th^ is a 
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figoft goce from our landscape, fuU of digniry and kind¬ 
liness. which can never be replaced. When 1 rcmcmbei 
how much i owed Kim, how m;my delightful experiences 
and bow much syropatliy, my hiiart aches with the thought 
that J dida*t give him enough in return [this was Sir Prank 

LasccUcs]. And this country, which way will it go with 

all these agents of unieS to lemm it M pray thar rbe people 
at home may be dghily guided and rt^iae that the only 
chance here is to recognize political ambitions from the 
not to try to souceac the Arabs into our mould and have 
out hands forced in a year—who knows ? perham less, the 
work! is moving so —with the restdt chat the chaos to 

north and caSt overwbeUm Mesopotamia also. 1 wish 1 
carried more weight. I've written to Edwin and this week 
Fm writing to Sir A. Hirtzcl. I'm so sure Fm right that I 
would go to the Sake for ii—or perhaps ju^t a little less pain¬ 
ful form of testimony if they wish for it 1 


To F.B. Bagdad. Jit/aufj 1 j/i, i5iiQ. 

Fve telegraphed to Father saying I hope he’ll come. I 
would love to show him my world here ana I know if he saw 
it he would understand why 1 can't come bach to England 
this year. If they will keep me, 1 must Stay. 1 can do something 
even if it is very little to preach wisdom and re train t among 
the young Bageudis whose chief fault is that they are ready to 
take on the crearien of the world CD-moirow without winking. 

ft « « # 


To PaB^ BAfmAD. Jamify f 

1 had an intcteStlng day on Monday. FiiSt of all we had the 
formal opening of the Girb’ Scltool—oui tlrd. J had invited 
the impomnt native l^ics and to my pleasure die Moham-- 
tnedans turned up better than 1 espe^ed. Miss Kelly, the 
Direfbess of Education, had made the school look very nice. 
... I made a long speech in Arabic explaining the amsge- 
tnents of the school and the way the child^ w’outd he 
educatetL The Muhammadan ladies took their share in it, 
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chtming to wirli asscat and approval. It was niojt cxhltaradfig. 
Then Mra. Howell dcckitd the scliool open after which we 
showed them roimd and liicn gave them tea. A rno^ success¬ 
ful petfonnance. Thai evening 1 had two young Aruba to 
dinner and a very interesting ofticer in the pohee service. 
Captain Morgan^ to meet them. They came at 7 xnd Stayed 
till lo.ja taliung as hard as they could go, about education 
and die reform of religious cndownieins and ail sorts of things. 
We were all 00 the mo^t cordial terms when th^ left I'm 
gobu to repeat the entertainment weekly, with different 
couples of my yoitng men, the Arab youi^ men 1 tnean. 1 
feel certab it's a good plan. 

Next day Mrs. Leslie, the wife of the aSIng C in C came 
to tea, a rnolt attfa^ve woman. Then I had a tea pan)' foi 
my favourite mcrak, Anastasc, lie is exa^y like a nsonk 
in Obuccr. - . . 

Tm afraid thecc's gobg to be no raku We have had prafli’ 
cally none this wbter, it's moSt serious. The birds are fam- 
ishOT because there is notiung giowbg. It's not that 1 
watch the sparrows fallbg to dte ground—I wish I could, con¬ 
found them. My btere£t b the manec is that they d^our 
the seedlings b my garden and ftrip my carnations to the 
bone. 


To F.B. Bagoao, fttna/y |j/, 

1 have been havbg rather an uphill w'cek uith a chronic 
cold that won't go. The result is that I feel too slack to amuse 
myself and 1 do nothing but write, not agood plan as I fed 
so very tired at the end of the day,.,, The reason why Fve 
been so busy is that people arc befrimung to come down 
the Aleppo road with news of Syria and Tuikcv, and 1, 
havbg now' mhet a satlsfadory network of informants, 
hear of the arrival of tnoft of these and send for them. What 
with getting thtdr infotmarionand writing it out my mombgs 
have been pretty foil. It's a dhkiessbg Sory which they 
bring. Wc shaic the blame with France and America for 
what is happenmg —I rtimk there has seldom been such a 
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series of hopeless ttnjsks as the Wefit has made about the 
East since the armiaioc. ... 

1 have had two mote little Arab diiaicr patties, verj 
friendly and succcss6il Sometirocs we talk poUtits and 
sometiincs ^ juft talk about the coontiy but anyhow we 
rafle exdunfic views and learn from one another. Ard it 
us the sense of being aU part of the same game which 

is the tmm thing* - p ■ 

1 have had lo drop my India Ofike icpott afi^ waring 

two chapters on relations with the Kurds, a moft thorny and 
diHicult subiefl—for the annual tepons arc now ooi^g tn 
and 1 must tcad and digea them befoic 1 ^ complete my 
own chapters on admim^on. These w^ll ^ m two or 
chmc chapters, aftet which a chapter on sotaal and pohacd 
conditions of which I^vc written half, ^d 
rcvirion of the whole will bring me to the end of the task. 
It has been a big job; T canT yet ludge whether I have covered 

the giotind sadsfaikiaiy. . 

tBalfour] and ! wero agreeing this that w« 

feel happiet about the whole position here. We fisd we are 
ectring mto closer touch, that antagonism is mci^g ^ ci> 
SpetaSon gtowing. I hope we are right--^s a J don t 
rhink we can be ini^lien about. He and I and the Howells 
dined at an immense Arab dinner patty laSt given by 
Fakhri Tamil in hnnoui of the bitth of a sn^ cousin, the 
poStliumous son of my pooi friend, Abdul Rahman JamiL .. 
After dinner I went round to the women’s nnattm to ^ the 
new bahv, j days old and the motberis up and wdking about— 
how theV survive I can't think, I muJt tell you 1 ^ ho^rary 
bead of thiC Jaroil fjudly—-that’s how ikt Jamil profess to 

regard me. 


p Baudad, Ftin^ lift, lyia 

1 lud a rcallv deUebtfiil 3 days in Hillah, where 1 arrived 
freling half dead and tecovered Steadily. 1 Smying w«h 
rile Polirical Officer. Majot Tyler, and all his SUC some 10 
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yot(0f mfn j glut fiin It Wins. > - • Our job iras to inspcA tbc 
firitbciriimmgs of the land survey, the agrarian scttJ«ncnt 
which Kes as the root of <iU orir tribal prohlons—iipgafltic 
task it’s going to be, hut if we get it done right it wih mean 
agrarian peace for ever and a day* So we met the surveyors 
and looked at ina|u and boundary marks—heaps of ^rth in 
this country, not Soncs, for there arc none. And then we 
rode back and half-way Stopped and lunched at the mudhif 
of the chief sheikh of the He had gathered in repre* 

scntativcis of all neighbouring tribes conoetned in tlic ^^dc- 
tnent, but being a poor man he had let it be undciSood that 
he inttaulcd to provide only for us and the Boni Hasan, his 
ncareft ncighboun. So whea om great tmy of foods had been 
set before ns, another was laid La the end of the mudhif and 
the Bani Hasan suntmoned to it. The teSt of the company 
themselves uHth cigarettes and coffee, Airer luiu^ 
there was a great tajk—this is bow business is conduAi^ in 
the provinces, and there’s no better council chamhei than a 
shcikh*a mudhif..., It was a dclightfol Our hoa had 

fought again^ tis at Kut, having mobiliacd his tribe at the 
ortfcr of the Turks. What was it like,’* I asked, ** when you 
fought with the Turks?*’ ^ Khanm,” he icpUcd solemnly 
(that*s what they <^11 me—Madam), we had nothing to cat 
Mind you, they had plenty, but they gave us nothing,’* " Did 
you fight hungry?* I asked* “ Wallah] no,* he answered, 

” W’e lecumed home.” - t* t 

Nest day Major Tyler and I motored to Diwamyah. I 
hadn’t been there for a years and 1 shouldn’t have known the 
place Again. Qesm and ridy, widccfccd Greets and a good 
nosplnd — ^it was a mitaclc. So is hhllah, which 1 speru the 
following moming in inspecHng, after a couple of hours' talk 
with the cwo l eiiding inhahttanta. School, hospital, gaol, 
bazaais^likc a rose, as we say in Arabic 


T« FJu Baghad, Fttntay t^b, 1910, 

It’s too wuriring to think that Father is already on his way 
here. It*s also the first spring day alter bitter cold and dre nch - 
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mg rain, and bdng Simday I’m not going to the oflice. I’ve 



I took the ^'holc Goschen &mi)y to Babylon this week.... 
Thi7 ate ebanning people to take sight seeing beeznse they 
arc so much intcttftexL . . . f’ra very busy trying to get a 
private liospital for xiroznen of the better classes—they have 
already otg^sed an excellent ward in tlie Gvil Hospital foe 
r women. It was when we showed them this that the well 



bom women asked if they would colicA the money to pay foi 
the building. It will * tom coropris' Rs. 4j .ois, and'they 
mu^ pay for it if th^ want it<—on S bed hospital of 4 rooms 
with a bath room and nurses loom, 6 rooms in alL We had 
an tinmciisc tea pi^' at Aurelia Tod's whose house is mote 
convenient than mine, bdng in tltc middle of die town. She 
did it bcamdiilty for us. 1 explained the matter of the hospital 
to the tidies and tbey were ill very enthusb^tic. I am now 
sending a personal letter to 10 of the richest men in this town 
asking them each to give Rs, 3,000. The rest 1 think we should 
have no difliciilty in coUefling in small subscriptions. 

To Bicdad, Mjt/A 1910. 

Ifs wonderful to think that by this time Hugo U back. 
I hoM it will console you &>r Fathei^s absence 1 really do 
think it will do him all the good in the world to be away fot 
a long ^icU, and the account he and you give me of his doings 
conhems that view. 

Tve jii 5 t written 1 vety long letter to Lord Robert ^ving 
an exhaw^ve criticism of the dealings of the Conference with 
Western Asii.. .. 

We've hid tonents of rain and the wodd a sea of mtuL .., 
I went off at noon with the Hambtoa in a launch up river and 
we found a delicious place In the sun where it was dry and 
basked in the barley itclds under palm ctces, Afnr wluch I 
made friends whh the peasant proprietors and we had a long 
talk about the dealings of govcmmenis. They wtme darimg 
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people suid when I wtiic away thqr gavt me five camns smd 
a fish, |ujt caught. . .. And now my room b fidl of pots of 
wild nmfbrd and green rye which we gathered in the fields 
and Tm rctlcding on the recurring miraefe of spring. 

I told you about my hospital, didn’t I? The Rs. 5,000 
subscriptions ate bcginmug to come in^... 

1 went to tea on Monday with Saiyid Daud, He bis a wco- 
derfiiJ house, the finc^ T’l'c seen here. You go out of a tiny 
mriow flrcet into a big court with beauttful ^cco moms on 
the upper fioor, ceilings of vaulted Persian Stucco and looking- 
glass work too years old; and then into another ftiU bigger 
court full of orange trees and olives 40 feet high and lov^y 
rooms and balconies, and best of all a fork’s neS in the comer. 


To FJ, MiPTh » jijo. 

Pni glad it’s not this w'eck I was going to Basrah for Tve 
had and have got an unspeakable cold and feel as if my cbe£i; 
were a solid mass. I did not make it any better by going 10 
Kadhtmain yeflerday aiul returning late, but the visit was 
worth making. I*vc been dcscrihbg it to Lord Robert os a 
justification * pro vLu mea *—he caft up again 5 t me niy love for 
the horrible Ea^ms—so to save double ITl cell you the same 
Story, 

It’s a problem here how to get into touch uich the Shiahs, 
not the tribal people in the country; we’re on intimate cerms 
with all of them, but the grimly devout dtizens of the holy 
towns and more espedally the leaders of leligiDus opinion, 
the Mujtahids, who can loose and bind with a word by au-^ 
thority which re^ts on an inciinaic ac^^ualntance with accumu> 
iated knowledge entirely irrelevant to human afialrs and 
worthless in any branch of human a&iviiy. There they sit in 
an atmosphere which reeks of antiquity and is so thick with 
the du^ of ages that you can’t see throT^h it—not can they. 
And for the moft part they arc very hoailc to us, a feeling we 
can’t alter because it’s so difilcult to get at diem. I’m speaking 
of the extremists among them; them are a few with whom we 
are on cordial relations. Until quire recently I’ve been wholly 
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cut off from them because their tenets forbid them to took 
upon an unveiled woman and my tenets don’t permit me to 

veil_1 think I’m tight thetc, for it would be a tacit admission 

of inferiority which would pur our intcTOounsc from the hrSl 
our of focus. Noe is it any good trying to make friends 
through the women—if the women were allowed to see me 
tbqr would veil before me as if 1 were a man. So you sec I 
appear to be too female for one sex and too male for the other, 
Thw’s a group of these worthies in Kadhlmam, holy 
dtv, 8 miles from Bagdad, bditcrly fon-Isiamic, anri-Bcitish 
* ct tout Ic batackm* Chid" among them are a family called 
Sadr, possibly tnoic distinguished for religious learning dwp 
any other family in the whole Shiah world, A series of acci' 
dents led them to make advances to me to which 1 replied 
that if they would like me to visit them I should be delighted 
to honour myself-.,. The upshot was that I went ye^etday, 
accompanied by an advanced Shiah of Bagdad whom I knew 
well 1 rather fancy he is seemly a freethinker. We walked 
through the narrow crooked Streets of Kadhimain and Sopped 
before a small dark archway. He led the way along jo ™d 3 
of vaulted passage—what ovci out hads 

I can’t think—which landed us in the courtyard of the Saiyid's 
house. It was old, at leaA a hundred years old, with beautiful 
old btticc-wotk of wood dosing the diwan on the upper floor. 
The all opened on to the court—no windows on to the 
outer world—and the court was a pool of silence separated 
from the fixeet by the lo yards of mysterious masonry under 
which we had passed. Ssuyid Hassan’saon, Saiyid Midiammad, 
aood on the fcwJoony to welcome us, black robed, black 
bearded and on his head the huge dark blue tur^ of the 
Muhahid dass. Saiyid Hassan sat inside, an imposbg, even a 
formidable fffitirc, w^ a white beard reaching half way doTO 
his chcSl, and a turban a size larger than Saiyid Muhamm^’s. 
I sat down beside him on the caqjrt and after foanal greetings 
he began to talk in the rolling periods of the learned man, the 
book-language, which you never bear on the Ups of others. 
Mujtahids usually have plenty to say—talking is their job; 
h saves the visitor trouble. We talked of ±c Sadr family in 
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ill its bunches^ Persian, S7rian and Mesoponmian ; and then 
of books atwl of colleftioiu of Arabic books in Giiio* London, 
piris and Rome—he had all the Ubrary cataloj^cs; and then 
of the climate of Satnarra which he apkined to me was much 
better than that of Bagdad because &uiiam lies in the third 
eliTnatic ione of the goographeis . He talked with such vigour 
that bis turban kept slipping forward on to his cvcbroire and 

he had to push it hude impatienUy on to the top 0/his head- 

And 1 was acutely onnsdous of the fa& that no woman before 
me had ever bera invited to drink coficc with a mujtahjd 
and liden to his disoouise, and really anxious ld% I shoiddn'r 
make a good imptession. 

So aAcr about threc-qtiancra of an hour ! said I feared I 
mu^t be troubling biro and I would ask permission to take roy 
leave, " No, no," he boomed out, ** wc have set aside th^ 
afternoon for you." 1 felt pretty sure then that the visit tvas 
being a success and I ^yed another hour. But I tackled this 
neat hour with much more conhdencc. I said 1 'warned to tcU 
him about Syria and cold him all I knew down to the latent 
telegram which 'was that Faisal w-as to be ctowned. ** Over 
the whole of Syria to the sea ? " he asked, with sudden imereti, 
** No," 1 answered, “ the French Si 3 .f in Beyrout,” " Then it’s 
no good," he replied, and we discussed the matter in ad its 
bearings. Then we talked of BoisbtnHsm. He agreed that it 
was the child of poverty and hunger, " but," he added, “ all 
the world’s poor and hungry since Hits war." 1 said that as 
hir as r ittadc out the BolshevrSt idea was to sweep away all 
th^ cvex had been and build aBrsh. I feared they didn’t 
know the art of building. He appwwed that. Then as I imde 
signs of going, he said, " It is well known that you arc the 
mo^ learned woman of your thne, and if any proof were 
needed it would be found in the fad that you wish to freaueni 
the society of the learned That’s why you’re here to-^y," 
1 oiiirmurTO profound thanks for the pnvtle^ (with a back¬ 
ward glance at the third climatic tone), ana took my leave 
in the roidft of a shower of invitations to come again as often 
as I liked 

On my way home I went to see Frank Balfour who was in 
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bed whh 2 touch of fever ked heard ham him the afternoon's 
news which was that Faisal had been ciowned king of Syria 

and Abdullah king of the Iran- 

Tell darling Mrs. Wilson [Mrs* Gerald Wilson, of Mans¬ 
field, near DarUngton] that the yelbw hodyhodc sccds'lkvc 
come and Tve sown them m tny garden and in all the gardens 
of my Arab friends. I ma^ mmdon fve ^ dafiodih in flower 
—the BiSc dadbdils seen in Mcsopocama. 

To F,B. Baguad^ April 1*. 

Tm tcas-ing it to Father to describe an experierwe which 
Tm sum he'll do ai length. This b only a word to tell you rfiat 
it*5 wonderful having him. It is tnoSt intere^ing to sec him 
siaing up our problems and be happens to have amved ar a 
very cnicbl time, I think we’re on the edge of a pre^ coo- 
sidetaWe Arab nationalbt demofistatioo with which I’m 
a good deal in sympathy, Ii wUl, however, force our hand 
and we shall have to sec whether it will lda\i; us mth enough 
hold to cany on here,. •» 

What 1 do feel pretty sure of :s that if we leave this counoy 
to go to the dogs it will mean that we shall have to recons'dtt 
our whole position in Asia, If Mesopotamia goes Persia 
goes inrviiabiy, and (hen India. And the place which we leave 
empty will he occupied hj seven devils a good deal worse 
rhan any which cxiSted before we came. 

With these few words, I remain your affecdonarc daughter. 


-j*Q Baodad. Thvfd^, 6A i9ta. 

It was a delightful surprise ro luve a letter from you tliis 
morning. 1 woruict how anyone can complain about anything 
when they have a fcnher like you* 1 can't tcU you wliat it 
was like to have you lictc- One takes for granted where you 
arc concerned that no matter how unfamiliar or ootnples 
the things roav be that you're seeing and hearing, you'll 
grasp the whole Uc of them at onoe, and it's only when 1 come 
fo thinW of it that I realise what it is to have your quickness 
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o£ intelHgence. Anrhow^ I ccmin that know the 
gcncnt 3iu£fcuic here as well as we know tt ourselves and Tin 
cDchamcd that you should, not only because tt makes my [ob 
so much* mote iniete^ing knowing that you undct:3and ti, 
but also bixausc it*s good fbr us all thfli; you should be able 
u> ^ut in fl word for us at honK.,,, 
bays Mialiir: ” Some people have faces so hiavy that they 
make the wodd dark ; and some fcices so light that everyone 
rejokes to sec them." f-ladhrac ai Walid has a light fiicc; 
God bless and pieserve him. 


To HJB. Bagdad, Msty, tjio. 

With what dilTcrcnt feelings 1 write to tou now that you've 
been here 1 All the news seems to be of the utmo^ moment 
now you know all about it. The dra and chi^ is Frank’s 
engagement to Phyllis Gosdien. I’m very very glad about it. 
1 like her. 

Captain A. L, Smith flionel] came to dine. We had a tong 
and satis&^loiy talk about the education of Aral^. I’m not 
quite happy almut what wc'ic doing; nor is he. It’s ad very 
well to say we mustn’t Start secondary schools till we have 
ready firSt~rate material, both in teachers an d pupils, but wc 
c^'t wait for that. Wc muSl get a move on and be content 
with second EjcSI, for tlic peoyde hew are so immensely keen 
to be provided with htgnci- cducadon and if we hold back 
they will think wc arc doing it on purpose to keep them back. 
You have to look at it from the point of polidcs as well as of 
education. 

On Friday I went to tea with the ladies of the Jamil family 
to see my small ” son,” the little boy who was bom after the 
death of his father, my friend Abdul Rahman. He’s a quite 
beautiful baby,,., 

Rislian [her dog] is in terrible dlsgiacc. Firil be jumped oa 
to the panny table and broke all the crockery on h, including 
my dcsir little Persian [am-pot. He was looking fbr something 
to car of course. Neat he thought fit to rofl in a beamifiD 
bed of naiturtiums and destroy^ lialf of them. He was 
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temblf beoiea—bj me—ond goes about vhh an extreme]^ 
penitent alt. 

Bc^ie all tliese unfomuiatc oocuncnces wc were liding 
in die desen and the dogs had a magi^ent ^otk hunt. 
Evetyone was pleased ; the dogs wie wild with cidtcmcnt 
and the old ftoik Sapped along juft over their heads and 
laughed aloud. . . 


To F.S. Baooad^ Sioidffr, tyi, 1910. 

.,.. A.T. has been given a K.CLE. — Vm vety, very 
glad. He well deserves it and I’m so specially glad of the 
iccognition of his work by H.M.G. 

Another very nice thing has tiappcned diis week—Fattuh 
has turned up, dri^'ing a man down Aleppo.... 

I am so gkd to have my dear Fatnih. He wants to go back 
to Aleppo as soon as we can devise a safe way get him bock. 
His first words when he came in were, “ Is His EsceJlency 
the Progenitor ftiU with you ? ’* I said, “ How did you know 
he bad been here ? ” “ Oh,“ said Fattuh, “ one of die Beduins 
in the desert told me that the Khatun was well and her Father 
was with her,” 

So 1 suppose it^s die talk of Arabia.... 

Next morning 1 rode out with Frank and Major Hay 
to Kadhimain to see the Shah make his pilgriiiiage dierc. 
We ftarted about 6, a gorgeous morning—you can't think 
what it's like here m the early mornings, not hot and golden 
dear—getting 10 Kadhimain about 7... . 

I looked through the gateway of the moscpic into the sacred 
court—Father knows the gate. The couitya^ into which we 
miglu not go, was full of rows of mosque servants in green 
turbans with groups of divines in white or dark bine rurtaans 
and long tobes—it looked like a pi&ure by Gentile Bellini. 
The Shah came up by launch. Vi e rode down to the river 
where we found toe mayor, Sajyid Jafer (with whom Father 
had tea) and two other magnates. Wc waited there under 
p alm trees—the landing ftage was juft opposite the Sunni 
town of Muadhdham. The river ran. blue and silver, the air 
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was lUtc tiqaid goldi the gifdens and houses of Muadhdham 

f littered on the opposite oanJti with the tall minaret of the 
tmni shrine rising out of them—-what a setting for a king^s 
pil^timage, 1 thought. ... 

It’s Rae^dhin and everyone is fi^g. 1 had tn^ 
Ramadhan patty la^ Thursday evening. Five youi^ Arabs 
came and j of my ooUeagucs. We had very intcreSing talks 
a^ui the Turkish cceaty. After the Arabs had gone, towards 
11 , wu ail had a cold supper in the gaixlea, Tm going on with 
cb^ pardes and I hope th^^U be a success..,. 

Another petition ^ry of Frank’s; A gentleman who was 
hacbouimaStcr at Pore Sudan sent in a tequeS that he might 
be gmttcd a week’s leave, as his wife ww about to be delivered 
of a buoy. 

The mom you think of it, the nicer it is. 


To H.B. Baud AD, /■» i4ii, 19*0. 

I have yout fetter from Aden and a word from Mother— 
also tell her, the shoes from Yapp, moil wdcoi^ Did I 
ever innotmoe to her the arrival of my linen riding habit? 
It’s pcifo&. I’ve wired for another, ‘ wegen' the wash. But 
chough I tncn habits arc essential we’re having a remarkably 
cool year. It has rarely been 1 10 as yet. I’ve become such a 
salamander that this is the sort of temp. I like. 

Wc have had a ^tmy week The Nationalia propaganda 
increases. Thetc are constant meetings in mosques wncfc the 
mental temp, rises a great deal above 113 , The extreroi5ls ate 
out for independence without a tnandate. They play for all 
they arc woirh on the passions of the mob and what with the 
Unity of Islam and the Rights of the Arab Race they make 
a fine Hgiac. They have created a reign of tmbf; if anyone 
says boo in the basaat it shuts like an oyfter. There has ocea 
pra^cally no business done for the la^ fortnight..,. 

Tve written 3 articles at the retjueSt of A.T, about the 
League of Nations and the Mand ate. Both A.T. and Sir Edgar 
arc much pleased with them and they arc to be published here 
in English and Arabic. 
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NTajor Gafton has urivcd to take a [ob hexe. He is Sir 
Bcnic Cbyron’s brnthCTn I tike hijos parnoilatly. 


Te ILfi* BAG&ACt Xw^,/«H taib, 1919, 

Ramarihan ended.... On Friday morning I rode out before 
breakfa^ round the suburbs of Bagdad where I knew people 
would congregate, and saw the whole W’orld making merry 
over the great feaa of Islam, ** Id-al-Rtr, * the feaivd of faS 
bteakrng. There were □:uml>edess booths of sweetmeat setlera, 
merry-go-rounds with children swinging in them, groups of 
women all La their beSt clothes, and the whole as lime re¬ 
volutionary as anything you can imagine. The Bait making 
holiday.. , . 

On Sat. morning when I got to the office, Ghalbl (head 
Kftvass, you temembei) met me with bcanung smiles and 
told me Sir Percy had come. I went ro the Mess and found 
him break&iting w'kh Ladv Coit and Major Murray, and I 
felt as if a load of care had been Lifted. To-day, according to 
my cuSom, 1 didn^t ^ to the office. Sir Percy sene me 1 note 
in the afternoon saying that he warned to come and have a 
talk. He came afrei tea. We talked a great deal about how to 
bridee over the nect 4 crucial monms dll he comes back. 
H.hLG. have telegraphed to tum to return to Hagland at 
once and he leaves to-monow. Though, of course, I hate his 
going, I'm thankful that he will be then; to appeal to. For I 
can write everytliing to him as 1 can do to no one dsc, he 
bebg my red Qiief, and he will be able to take dire^i aflion. 
Ac 7 he went to see the Nac^ib taking me with him. It was 
touching to see the Katjib’sjoy. Wc sat in the courryaid— 
it wa.t ^aifully hot and Shidy—and had an hour’s talk. . . . 
It has been such an infinite comfotr to be able 10 talk of public 
affiilrs here wHihout commitring an Indiscietion, as 1 can to 
him. I.ady Cox also has been mo^ friendly and affeSionate, 
Pm going to keep the parrot while she is away. I should fed 
easier in my mind if 1 were quite sure Rishan wouldn’t look 
upon it as a species of chicken and ear it..,. 
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To H-B, Baouai^ Jm* tf, 1910. 

, . , , T liavcn’t majde any plans for myself yet. Frank U 
soing in July to be married. It will leave us ra-tlicrBhorr-haMCa 
hete. Things are quieting down and there's a promising 
scheme in the wind,... In this fliut there's tto doubt th^ 
rum to us. The old brick of a mayor conitantly drops in while 
Fm having breakfast ju^ to talk things over with the Khatim ! 
Tlicte*a no particular point in it csccpt that he tikes h. "Ves- 
teday he said that he much regretted Frank's going on leave. 
" But after alh you'll be here to tell Major BulUrd who people 
arc and wbat they're worth." Tbit sort of tenurk nmes it 
rather difficult to go away^ doesn't it. Meantime Tm very 
well, though the temp- is up to its suntmer ttj*. . .. 

We've come to the conclusion that my report must be got 
out as soon as possible and Sir Percy has taken ^vc Bisi half 
home with him. He shall have a lot more this week, and 
there's now only half an adnuniSration chapter and the la^ 
political chapnci to hnish. The laSt T should like to keep by 
me for another momh, by which dmc I may have got some¬ 
thing satisfadory to end 00, But we mu^ publish something 
to show what the work here has beeja, and please will you do 
as much propaganda as you can. 

Don't forget to go on bvbg me. 

To H.B. Bacoad, Smdt^, Jn^ 4ti, *9*0. 

The political tide ebbs and flows and we don't ^ much 
fuiihef. The mayor dropped in while I was breakfafting a 
few days ago, as his habit is, and told me chat several of the 
leaders had approached him and asked whether if they ac¬ 
cepted die mandate they could be sure that we really rocam 
to set up an Arab Govt. He teplied that they might be certain 
of it and that he was ready to go further into the matter with 
them at any time, but so fir they have done nothing more.. *. 

This morning I rode out b^ore bicakfkd to see H. Najl 
and found a large party of people with him. We calked long 
about the political situation, they pointing out a good many 
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of <Mir enots* mofc of omission than of commission. They 
ime extremely reasonable and had my full sympathy. We 
all agreed that there vas no reason why the mandate shouldn^'t 
work with goodwill on both sides, Haji Naji, w'bo is heart 
and soul with us, took a wise part in thh conversation. . , > 

I'm quite well and it’s not patticulaily hot, seldom up to 
no. As long as I don't have fever or something silly I shall 
be all right, and 1 see no r^on why! should have anything... 

To K 3 . BAffiuOj 11 19110, 

A.T. has got permission from home to begin a£hvc pte" 
paration for the catling of a conSituent assembly. All ex* 
deputies are going to be invited to meet in ootmsel and discuss 
the clodotal basis and the tnetbod of clcfHon. It is. I chink, 
lather a brilliant idea—we owe it to Mr. Forbes, the Judge.... 

1 dined night with the Bowmans—they had an Arab 
dinner party, very pleasant, ... 

1 went to tea at the Civil Hospital with the French rtuns 
in order to make amnganents with Chpt. Biaham for the 
opening of a s mall private hospital for Ixrtter-class women, 
1 have coUtfhxl sotQcthmg over Ks. zo,oco towards it and 
though that isn’t enough to build whh it will sufhoe to put 
into order and furnish a little detached building which abcady 
exists. We shall have 4 rooms each w’ith one bed and that 
will make a beginning..,, 

To H.B, Bagdad, Julj is^h, 1910, 

Aurelia dined with me, .,. itiU not very wdL My house¬ 
hold has been cclaigcd by the gift (&om the MayoFs son) of 
a very young mongoose. It’s a mo^ attm^ve little beait. It 
sat in my hand this morning and ate fried eggs like a Chrifrian. 

The weather is fotruuardy mild, only about 106, 

To H,B. Bagdad, }t^ rtirA 1910. 

.... Soon after I got to the ofEce to-day I was visited by 
two dL^tingulshcd Sunni magnates, fathers of turbans, orte of 
them an am*anccd nationally I them welcome and said 
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it was long since 1 had had the pleasute of seeiiig diciu, 
*' Yts" th^ said, " we've come to you because you’re 
beloved. Everyone in Bagdani praises you." This prelude 
indicated that there was somethii^ in the wind so I put a 
few ta&ftil cjue^ons and discovered that they had coroe to 
find out if anything would be done to pacify ie tribes. 
upshot of it was ^lat we skctidicd out a scheme for a 
Sunni and j^h iah cororoission to go to Karbala and Najaf, 

and 1 took it to A.T.The two arc comihg to-mortow 

to give a final decision, but I’m rather afraid tbe/’U say they 
can’t take it on.... 

Well, if the British evacuate Mesopotamia, I shall 5 cay 
peaceftdly here and sec what happens.... 

Dading Father, I do hope you enjoy my letters as much as 
I enjoy writing them! If they seem to you rather mad, I can 
only offer as eacnse that I’m living In a pctfe&iy road world. 
Added to which the beat roak« one a little light-headed. 
One juSl accepts what happens, from day to day, without any 
aroaacroent. ... 


To H,B. BAcaan, Ai^trt XflJ. 1910. 

My world hasn’t grown any saner since I laS wtotjc, ... 

My view of the matter is In a nutshell this : whatever our 
future policy is to he we cannot now leave the country In the 
flate or chaos which we have created, no one can inaScr it 
if we can’t. If we decided to withdraw at once wc should have 
to send at Icait rwo divisions from India to extricate the troops 
and personnel we have here: Those 1 divisions or less might 
ju£t as well be eroployed in bringing the countiy back to order. 
When that is done wc can begin talking.... 

1 would ave the Arabs a very long rope, asTve often said 
before, in & assurance that it is only if they want our bdp 
that wc can help them, and in the ceitaimy that if they arc 
assured of the nonc^ of our intentions they will want our 
help. 11. 

Opt. Qayton, hlajor Bullard and I, Major Bowman and 
others went to a patriotic play which was got up by ardem 
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young nationalists, . , , Wljcnevcr the word independence 
occumd—W'hich it did oftcia—they dapped to the echo. 
T met on the mojt IHcndly tenns evexyone who had been doing 
his damnede^ againd us and we all shook hands in the gieaied 
amity. While one of those who sit Itudiously on lii^ fence 
virhispcied to me in anxiety " When in God'^s name ate you 
going lo release us from the terror of the tribes . 

it is touch and go—^I’m quite unable to predid what will 
happen. Anotlicr episode tike that of the hlacche^tcis would 
bong the Tigris tribes our tmcnediaiely below Bagdad. 
We arc lidng fern band to mouth —1 know it—and the situa¬ 
tion is sedous and migbi become very grave with any little 
swing in the scale, 

hleantlme I shall not go to Tndia^ .,, 

The waste it all means and the inevitable bitterness it muit 
engender^ the didiciiltv in pulling anything Siaight alter this 
terrific upheaval;—wcH, it*s no good t hinking of ii. 

At Ica^ it’s more probtabte ro think of how to finfl im¬ 
mediate palliatives. 

Goodbye, dearest family. 

To H.S. An^t S/^, 1910, 

.... The political sltuadon is improving. 

The military position is growing mote stable with the anivai 
of fresh troops &>m India. The Buphrates tribes arc Still in 
full rebellion but tiicy have had one or two na^ knocks and 
they OK said to be getting a little tired of Jihad. If only they 
would throw thdr hands in before ate in a position to 
extteine rocasuies it wotiid be an immense iclief. Order 
pu$t be restored but it's a very doubtful triumph to restore 
it at the expense of many Arab fives.,.. 


To H-B. Bacoxo, 16/^. 1940. 

It*s dawn of Monday morning. I’ve got to go to a prize- 
giving at the native fiuidj at 7.50 and Pll put in the time 
before 1 need dress in wiidng to you. Sunday is generally 
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letter day bat I was very busy yefterday getting aticad with a 
pr^s of the levolutioiiaty movcmcivt w^ch A.T. has asked 
me to vdiCi It is a very difficult business to write hiaory at 
such dose quaners and it's complicated by the fad that one 
is $0 often inienuptcd in the morning at the odicc that thcic's 
seldom a good dear hour.,.. 

The Bowmans left for Egypt yeSterday—as much regretted 
by their Arab as by their E^^b colleagues. Personally I 
shall miss them dreadfully. 

And now FU tell you about the levoltaion. The cotnnuitee 
of ex^epudes co-opted at the beginning of the week a number 
of people among whom were 4 of the leading extrenufts. 
On Wed. these 4 all refused the Invitation and at the same 
rime the pobcc gave warning that there was to be a monster 
meeting in the nig mosque next day, after which a proccS' 
ston tl^ugh the town was to be organized. It would un¬ 
doubtedly have led to diaurbanecs and that was the objed 
desired. For the extremis have seen die ground cut under 
their feet by the form^on of a moderate con^turionat 
parry round the committee of ex-deputies and they have no 
card left but an appeal to the mob. The police were therefore 
oidcied to aircjt the 4 leaders. I think they tnuS have bungled 
the matter for they only got one, the others got away to Kad- 
himain and are now, I bear, in Najaf. Orders were then issued 
forbidding the holding of meetings in Mosques, together 
with a curfew—no one to be out in the Greets after to p.m. 
The comhinnl effect has been cxcelknt as far as Bagd^ is 
concerned. Tlic town has returned to its nonnal life and I 
think there is sewedy anyone who doesn’t breathe a sigb of 
relief. Mo 5 t of them asked why it wasn't done sooner but 
I think that A.T. has behaved witn gieot wisdom in the matter. 
He has waited until ii was dear that if the agitation was 
allowed to cxi^atmtie the town would be given over to riotet^ 
mo^ of those who attended the mosque meetings were riflraff 
of the wor^ sort—^and there be has Struck for me pioTcdion 
of public security. And everyone knows that it isn't an attempt 
on his part to suppress Arab nationalist scudment. 

The wor^t oew's is that Col. l i>arhmaft has been ambushed 
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aiid kiUcd CO hb from Bagdad to Ramadi. He vu holding 
the whole Euphrates up to sinj^le banded b? tneans of 
the troops having all been withdiawn, and we donH 

know what will happen m those regions.. .. 

[Mr. Flumphrey Bowman was IDrtre^r of Education 
in Iraq, lie scn^ me the following Striking account of 
Gertrude as seen in the mid^ of an Arab drdc» not in 
the desert, but in Bagdad: 

** Sk Edgar Bonham Carter was giving an At Home to 
a number of Arab notables in Bagdad in 1919- C^lj 
one or two British were there, Cooke and possibly 

another. We were aU sitting on chairs round the room 
as we do in the Eaft, getting up whtmever some special 
gue^ cnrcjced, At loft the door opened and Geitrudc 
came in. She was bcautifuliy dressed, as always, and 
looked very queenly. Everyone rose, and then she y^lked 
round the room, sliaklng bands with each Arab in tum 
and then saying a few appropriate words to each. Not 
only did she know them all by name—there muS have 
been 40 or 50 in the room'—^but she knew what to say 
to each. -. 

To RB. 1W. 19“* 

'We have also had the Staunchest adherence frotn Fabad JB^ 
of the Anazch—the donor of ray dogs. He wrote to A.T. 
and me la^ week ^ying that nothing would make him 
budge from his Ann allegiance. From to la£t he has never 
wavered and has given u$ all the bdp he can. 

It has been ci^er cooler this >vock—enough cooler to 
make me catch cold, which doesn't however mean tnueb as 
1 do k c^ilf. It’s very dilBcult not to, for you go to bed in a 
temp, which maktt a sheer too heavy a covering and wake 21 
dawn chilled to the bone by a suddm drop of many decrees. 
We arc sending away the wives of P.O.'s in the Provinces. 
I think it is the only mmg to do. They have nearly all come in 
to Bagdad, where we haven't room tor them, and the funire 
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is so imoMtain that it*i doubthil viietlicr th^ will ercr be 
able to go back — or thdr husbands either in nuuTf casp. 
I don’t ^tiripate that we shall rcinitall the political serviw 
in the Euphtaus area, though what will take its place wc don’t 
foresee. It^s a sad business to see the whole organisation 
crumble. 


To H.B. Baghad, 1910. 

{Gcftiude visits the Naqib.] 

.... While T was sitting with him this morning iiffcenlng 
to his csplanaiion of his neutral attitude throughout Rama- 
dfian I was overcome—as I not infitcqucatly am—with the 
sense of being as mneh an Asiatic as a Euiopean. For if 
Fm not too Astatic to fonn a dear opinion, be made a pretty 
good case, ... 

To be able to exchange tiic franks views with the .^dent 
Eaft, as 1 do with the ^i:pb, Is both amaaing and dclighEful. 


To P, 5 . Bacuad, SepitK^tr ), 1910, 

The truth is Fm very tired of being so hot. One always 
feels in September as if one could not bear it any longer. 
We had some bad days this week with a blaring wind, but 
really it’s beginning to cool off a htde. One doesn’t need a 
fan till about 10 a-m,, but fen or not my ofiice nears too" 
cvm aftcmooti. ,.. 

The problem is the Aiture. Tlie tribes don't want to form 
pan of a uni£cd ^te ; the towns can’t do without it. How 
are we going to suppott and proted the clenuents of dabtlhy 
and at the same dme confom to the \\xSt demand for economy 
from home ? For you can't have a ccntiaJ govtinmeat if no 
one will pay taxes and the bulk of the popmadon won’t pay 
taxes unless they are ooaSbained to do so. Nor will they 
preserve a sufHcicnr amount of order to neimit of trade.... 

We are now in the middle of a Ml-blown Jihad, that is to 
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ssj we have qs the fierce^ prejudices of a people io a 

primev^ Sate of dvilisaiioa. Whica mcaas that it’s oo longer 
a crue^on of reason. And it has on its side the regency to 
auaichy which is all over die worid, I think, the salient tcsult 
of the wai. VX'hcn one consukis it. it*s very comprehensible 
that the thinking people should revolt so an organisation of 
the universe which could produce anything so oeitruflivc to 
dvilkation as the war. The unthinking people* who form the 
great mass of the world, follow suit in a blind revolt again^ 
the accepted older. They tbn’c know how to subsdeute 
anything better, but it^s dear that few things can be worse. 
We're near to a complete coUapse of sodety-^the end of the 
Roman empire is a Terr dose hiStoncal oaialleL We've ptac- 
cically come to the collapse of society ntre and there’s little 
on which you can depend for its icconStniftion. The credit 
of European dviUsadon is gone* Ch-cr and over a^pun people 
have to me that it has been a shock and a surprise to them 
to sec Etirtvpe relapse into barbarism, 1 had no reply—what 
else can vou call the war ? How can "Wc, who have managed 
our own affairs so badly, claim to teach others to manage 
thdts better f It may be that the world has n«d to sink back 
into the t^k ages of chaos, out of which k will evolve some¬ 
thing, perhaps oo better than what it had. 


To H-B. Bagdad, Sffi/mrbfr ii/h, ijiij. 

It’s getting a little cooler* thank Heaven; but Sep. is a 
disagreeable month. The air is vety 5 till and rather ftickv— 
where it gets its fticldncss £rom I canT think—and the ou 5 t 
hangs in long low lines over the world This morning I was 
out nding juift after sunrise—it was difficult to decide whether 
the earth or the air was the more solid. Tlie duSt bars hanging 
over the horiron were like sbbs of desert in the sky, and in 
the uncertain light of sunnys du^t and damp, when 1 turned, 
round to look for my dogs T couldn’t sec an)*tbing tangibly 
but I marked each one by the Urtlc golden duft cloud that it 
made as k tan. My dogs arc very well. So’s the parrot. But 
the mongoose has run away. 
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To H-Bw Bacoao, Stpttmitr 1910. 

* * * * Sir Peter kno^'^ whai complcw confidencrc there is be* 
cvccfl us and t^t 1 sjioukl always tell you cxactlv what 1 think 
or do. That I should be able to do so U to me the foundation 
ofesdjtcnce and k ts entirely owing to you that you arc to me 
not only a father but also the doseSt and mo^ intimate friend. 
You have been the onlr person to whom 1 have related fully 
the ups and downs of rh^e ememety difRcuh months and as 
far as anyone can relate without prejudice ctrcumSajiccs in 
which they have played a part, I have done so to you. You 
will therefore believe me when I tell you that it is only quite 
recently that I have lealitcd how prominent a place 1 iiavc 
occupied in the public mind hete as the pro^Arab member of 
the admsnjftmion. Over and over again iatdy 1 have heard 
from the frequenters of the coffee shops, my own servants and 
casual people up and down the bazaars, that I am always 
quoted in the coffee shop talk as the upholder of the rights 
of the Arabs. 1 have invariably relied that the talk is in- 
oocted i it is H.hf ,G. which upholos rht rights of the Arabs 
and we are ail of us the servants of H.M.G. 

To H.B, Baciiad, Sipamirr i-pht >9W. 

The most femarkable frature this week has been the 
weather. On the iiSt, it rained quite hard enough to lay all 
the dua, Tlierc hasn’t been anyunmn Like it since 1907, they 
say, and then not quite so early. Then we hud two days of 
south wind and cloud, very liot and ^uflj and finally the moft 
terrific dttS ^onn bfdng many hours and followed by violent 
thunder storms,.,. 

A. T. is going to India, Egypt and C*ple on his way home— 
that^s his scheme. He wants to get a comprehensive view of 
the Eadcm queSion. I told him you would be very glad to 
sec him in London,.. 

What I hope Sir Percy w'ill do is to give a very wide res- 
ponsibility to natives of this country, Jr is the only way of 
teaching ^cm how liard the task of government is. I think wc 
mu£t now wade through a long period of uncertainty and 
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mistakes vhich, if tbey arc wise enough and we patient enough 
may result in a more equable division of our respcaive spheres 
of aftivity* Up to now weVe done it all. I should ^and by 
and let them do it all foi a bit and then see if a bciici adju^- 
incnt is not possible,, .. 

To Offtbtr ^rj. i^to, 

This morning being Sunday 1 lodc out before breakfast to 
tee Haji Naji, ble had a party of gutits sitting in has atbot 
and he wasshowingoff the ’ stfeatcur^ you sent him. “ The fir£L“ 
he said* ** that iias been seen an the Iraq," and he proudly 
snipped off the branches of an adjarent tuulhcriy tree to show 
now well it worked. I wished you had been there to sec. I’ve 
been vety agiicultuial this week. 1 attended a dcniouftration 
at the cotton farm where experiments are being made in 
various kinds of cotton and various treatments. About a 
doacn Bagdad landowners were present and were deeply 
intcidEtcti So was I. On an average of j years, a cemin 
long'Stapled American variety seems to be the moft promising. 
There seems every reason to believe chat we shall produce 
good cotton as is grown anywhere in the world, and thek 
yield is very large. - .. 

There is one other party 1 didn’t tell you about, CapL 
Oayton and I went to tea with one of the leading Agail of 
Bagdad, The Agoil are nearly all central Arabians; they 
invariably speak of themselves as subfcdis of Ibn Saud, They 
arc the merchants and caravan leaders of the desert. 1 had an 
Agaili with me when I went to flayiL They live in the right 
bonk part of Bagdad—Karkh is its name—and they have a 
famous coffee shop of their own. Tin in iimmatc rdarions 
with them for they are the people from whom T. get news, I 
do them a good tuna whenever 1 can and they respond by 
coining in to sec me whenever they return from Syria or 
Arabia and telling me what they've heard and seen. .. , The 
ta party t*'’as dclightfiiL The walls of the diwan are mellow 
uHth decades of tobacco smoke, the only furniture, benches 
round the room and one table for us at the upper end. In 
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ofdcr VO do us honour be had ptoTidcd a ditncd plum pudding 
for our special benefit. We scooped ir out of the do and car u 
cold. A large and difdnqutshcd patty of Agaili had been 
invited vo meet uS'-all &cqucntcis of my office—and we 
talked Arabian politics with great gu^o for an hour and a halt 
During alt that time S uliman ^ood tn fcont of us and talked. 
It was a mifflde of grace and poise. Incidentally^ he has, Uke 
all NajdU, the moSt slender hands with long hngera and 
nails an Amedcui beauty might envy. Their hands arc their 
mo 3 charadcci^c feature. Ihcy arc seldom shasxd hut as a 
luic their beards ate seamy—-it is rare to sec a full thkk beard. 
Some are Wahabis, i.c., they do not smoke; but moft of the 
&;ec|uenters of cides ahmdon die Adder rules of the dcsen 
creed. I do like them so much. They arc to me an endless 
romance. They come and go through the wilderness as if it 
were a high road, and they all. moA politely, treat me as a 
colleague, because I too have in Arcadiia. VE’^ben they 
talk of tribes or sheikhs or wateting places I don't need to ask 
who and where they ate, 1 know; and as they 1 sec 
again the wride Arabian boiiaon.... 


To H.B. uul P3. Bagdad, Otftttr 

I don't know what 1 should do without your weekly letters, 
they ate the only link I have with the outer world. I do some> 
times fed dreadfully isolated. 

The ODxes were to have arrived yesterday but they've 
Aayed an extra day in Amarah and Kut and don't get here 
unnJ to-mottow. The delay was a godsend as as I was 
concerned for 1 was proarated with a violent cold ycAcfday 
and did not go our of the house. Fm better to-day and 1 hope 
I may l^c all right to-morzow. ... 

1 had a long tdk with Sasun Eff: the other day—I went to 
call on his stAer-in-law and found all the men there eager to 
embark on talk, Sasun Eff said he felt sure that no loc^ man 
would be acceptable as head of the ftate because every other 
local man would be jealous of him. He went on to throw our 
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feeleis tn diffeicnr dtrc^ions—oae tni^hr ihiak of a son of the 
Shacif^ or a member of the family of the Sutran of Egypt, if 
there W2$ a suitable iadivklua], 01 of the family of the Sultan 
of Turkey ? I said that I for my pair felt sure that Sit Percy 
didn’t and couldn’t mind wlwm they sclcfied except that I 
thought the Turkish fmaiJy viTts ruled out—it ought to be 
an Atab Prince, ... Arry one they think we a« toddng they 
will agree to, and then intrigue apaittft him without inter* 
mission. It is not an easy furrow to plough I Tlwsc leflofiHons 
will thiote an lHurDtnatioa on vbat is being said! in the English 
papers, from which it laMJuld appear that Sir Percy has Ofuy to 
say Hey Pre^ ” for an Arab Govemtnenr to le^ on to the 
Stage, with another Atlicne spiineing from the forehead of 
Zeus, Voo may say if you Site &it Sir Percy will play the 
role of Zeus but his Athene will find the Stage encumbered by 
such rdfles as the Shiah problem, rhe tribal problem and other 
matters, over which even a goddess might easily Stumble, But 
if he’s not a Zeus he is a very skilfol physician and one in 
whom his padcni has implicit confidence. That kS item is 
our chief asset and it's clear to me that whatever line he may 
decide to pursue, it’s up to us to follow him with all the 
Strength and ability we may Individually possess. 'iTic under¬ 
lying truth of all criticism is however—and its what makes the 
critics so difficult to answer—that we Itad promised self- 
govcirung tnititutions, and not only made no Step towards 
them but were busily setting up something endidy different. 
One of the papers says, quite rightly, that we had promised 
on Arab Government with British Advisers, and had set up a 
British GoTCinmcnt with Arab Advisers, That’s a per* 
fc£kly fair $taiement.., . 

As to cipcQses. you realize that my living espeoscs here 
don’t induiK wl^t I get from England, dothes, books, etc. 
The price of everythii^r is really apj^lling but the begt way to 
remedy that is to get nothing more. Meantime as far as I’m 
concerned chat’s the course which providence has marked out 
for nothing has come though I’ve gor bills for tiicocinc and 
things which Elsa kindly bought for me, 1 shan’t pay them 
till me things arrive. 
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ti /4 Otftiir, 

A word to ^ that Sir Percy arrived ycfiberday, thank 
H«vcn. The Office is in rather a rnnmil with no tine know¬ 
ing cxadly what they ought to do next, so 1 can't write at 
length about his rece^on—I will next week* Tm taking on a 
sort of tempoeary Ortentai Secretary job till people find their 
feet. 


[I indnde here two historical summaries, written 
Sir Pttqr Cox and Sir Henry Dobbs, respeSively, of 
years during which Gertnnic worked under them in 
Ead. r am maSt gtatefui to them £br this very valuable 
help,] 
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Lady Bell, having dedded to publish a series of letters 
wiitten froin the Middle EaSt by her diSlmguished and.la- 
su^icd daughter, has ret^ucSlcd roe and roy successor as tli^h 
Commissiemer, Sir Henry Dobbs* to write* each of us, as a 
background to those letters, a sketch of events for the peri^ 
^Mffng which her daughter was associated with us m the 
responsible and absorbing task of establishing lurional 
Government in Iraq undet me guidance of Geear Britain. 

I cordially weloiroc the opportunijy thus aJTorded me of 
paying a small tribute to tiie ro emn ty of a dc^a r &iccd and moft 
loyal and devoted comrade througn eight jicais of Itrennous 


JlC-L V IV'W-k 1 f" ■ 

1 fiia met Gertrude Beil at the house of nmroal fnends, 
the laic Sir Richmond and Lady Ritchie, during the winter of 
1909, whidi found me at home for a few weeks on duty feom 
the Persian Gulf RKidenq’. Sir Rkhmond had axianged for 
us to meet in order that Miss Bell mlghi have an opportui^ 
of discussing with me the possibility of carrying out du^g 
the ooming year her long cherished ambition 10 penetrate into 
Central Arabia- Her particular objeaj^x at the time was 
Nonhem Ncjd, the prindpaiity of Ihn Rflshid, whose foibc^, 
with their capital at Hayit, figured so prominently in the im- 
mortal pages of Charles Doughty. She was arodous to enter 
from one of the pons of the Arab coaS of the Pecsian Gulf, 
lying within my sphere as British Resident- Unfortunately at 
tltat particular juaflurc intcr-tiibai lelations between the 
principaliucs of Eastern Arabia were so dliturbcd that an 
capedmon from that side would have been foie-doomed to 
foilorc and I was obliged to advise her to wait for a more 
fiivourabie opportunity- She accoidingly mined her att^on 
once mote to the weStem botdetiands and the early spring of 
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1910 found hcf back again in Sjria embarking on^bve months 
expedition £rom AJeppo to Bagdad and thence onwards 
thk>ueh northern Mcsopotaniia to Koniai a jouency which she 
described on her retont in a second book 6 i “ Amu- 

rath to Amocadi," published in 1911, 

It was not uom four yi^trs alter our meetings that she 
found herself in December 1913, once more in camp near 
Damascus^ and this time she succeeded in giving the slip to 
tiresome Turkish ofitcialdom and matk a Bid for northern 
Ncjd. After an evemfui and vcntniesomc journey she re- 
tomed safely fiom her wanderings in March 1914, with her 
obje& accomplished, but died out with the ming condidons 
of desert travel and badly io need of repose; and hardly 
had she time to recover normal health, much less to devote 
herself to any account of her esmcrtcnccs, when the Great 
War broke out and clahncd her for other service. There is 
little doubt that if she had been spared to retum once again 
&om Bagdad fora spell of leisure at home, her task would 
have been to work up her notes for publication; but as, 
alas, this was not to be, it is some consolation to know that 
her old friend Dr. David Hogarth, our gteat audiority on 
Arabia has prepared from her notes a paper wiiich lie will 
have read before the Royal Geographies Society ere this 
volume is in pdnt; so that, at any rate, the results of the 
expedidon have not been loSt to geography. 

After the brief tntercoutse of 1909-1910 above referred to, 
I did not meet Gertrude Bell agam untU the spring of i9e<>, 
when after a period of some montlis spent in our Arab In¬ 
telligence Bureau at Cairo, working up Arab qu^ons and 
mote pardculai^ inrer-ttibal relations, she was sent on depu¬ 
tation to G.H.Q. Intelligence in Mesopotamia and reported 
herself at General Sir Percy Lake's Hcadquaiters at Bastah. 
The imentioo was that having thoroughly mastered on the 
recotd the iniricades of Arab politics in the Hejax she should 
now work up tribal questions from the Iraq side and malDtain 
liaison in regard to these nnitcrs with her laic comrades of 
the Arab Bureau ar Cairo. After she had spent some weeks at 
her task, the military authorities decided that the particular 
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service for whkh fihe had b«n depted to ^nh ^ 

JompIctLl as fei as it could be for tke dim bemg, mhI fin^ 

4 mmb« of her se* a Uttk diiTicult to place « a pomrancncy 

milieuT G.H.Q. in the field, thcf oifeted her ^ces to 
me iT^paary of Chief Polidcal (^iccr,-senrioa whi^ 

weitgb^y^^ci Thus beg^ the JO ^ of devoKd 

g«victt to myself and my successors, isrhich wie only tet- 
^ted by Ha untimely death in harness on nth of 

duties as Chief Political CMfiotr to the G.O.C-tn-Chief 
at the period when she joined me were partly mibtaiy and 
LSy In the Rt&i place I was the mcdipi of commumm- 

5 Ltween the MiUtary Commander 
don, and his arhnscf in his phti^ 

this purpose I worked as a member of bs 9 *H.Q. Int^gcnte 
Sid ^^Tiways in dose toudt with that bt^ch, as^^ m 
the csaminaiion of ptisonecs and spies, the sif^g o ^ 
tion, the provision of informep ^ micipi^rs and m 

ptlrdy dvil side k devolved on me. un^ the G*aC s 
suprcmcSnool to implement as far as the fluftusitiM tide ^ 
wS: allowed, the assurances which we had givim w t^ Arabs 
at the beginning of the campaign, both m 

in bwTT^Mesopotamia,—assurances which tt may be wdl to 

the Persian Gulf, om s^dmposed task of 
maintain^ Pax Brimnnica had inevitably created for m 
the course of several generations a senes of tiwtes ai^ o^^ 
lions of responsibility towards the Arab ^ers on its 
which there could now be no que^oa of our disregarding. 
We had treaties of old ^ding ^th the 
with the Sheikhs of the Pirate (now the J^al) 

Oman, with Bahrdn, and with the Sheikh of Q^. were 
on inthnate terms v.atb Ifan Saud, the 

southern Nrid, who in 1913 had succeeded m cxttmding his 

mdependen?authority to the CmSl of the 

whiSTfuruie prosperity' and success depended msu^y on 

our recognition and sympathciic co^ipctatMn m his pl^ ^ 

preg^s and reform. At the head of the Gulf the Sficikh of 
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Kowcit had been assured of oue support ogainfi any Tutkish 
enctoachnient on his independence j and hnaUy, on the bania 
of the Shatt^l-Arab was the Sbdkh of Mohammerah. Arab 
bv race thouj^h subjea to Persia, who look^ to us in view of 
die coromeidal ftakc wc enjoyed in his territory to secure &ir 
play for him in his relariom alike with Persia and with Turkey^ 

These dose conneaions of tr«ty and friendship were an 
invaluable asset to ns when the time came to contcmplaK the 
lively probability of Turkey’s entry into the War againil us : 
but if wU advantage was to be taken of ihcm, it was deariy of 
primary importance that we should dcmonitiate to our friends 
at the outset the dicmnStaaccs in which war had been forced 
upon us and should take sudi prompt aflioji as wodd con¬ 
vince them that wc were alive to the danger in which they 
wodd be placed, as friends of ours, and intended to take 
adci^iiare Steps to safe guard their tuterejls as well as our own. 
Accordingly, the moment news of the outbreak of war 
Turkci' was received I was in^tru^d to issue a proclamariou 
in the'above assuring our Arab friends at the same 

rime that thdr lib^ and rdigion would he scrupulously 
icspeded, and that all wc asked of them was that they should 
preserve order in their own territories and ensure that dicit 
subj^ Wulged in no affion caJadated to injure British 
This was followed by a further proclamation 
guanmrecing to them and to Islam in general dtat so far as 
wc were concerned, the Holy Places in the area of w^ should 
have complete immunity from mctlcaation. VS^tth dicsc 
assurances the Arab pOTcmaics were fuUy satished and thus 
it w-as that die benevolent policy pursued by us for many 
years past in our dealings with th^ oow found hs tewani in 
in unwavering friendship, which was of incricukhle value to 
us throughout the campaign. 

It was in the same spirit that a few days later when the 
British Expeditionary Force fiiSt set foot on Turkish soil at 
Fao. 1 issued a simil^ announcement to die riverain Arabs, 
assuring them that it was with the Turks only that we were at 
war and nm with the inhabitants of the country and that so 
long as the Arabs showed themselves friendly and refrained 
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from going about arincd or hirbouang Turkish troops, they 
hud nothing lo fear from us. 

In fimhcrancc of this polie)' it unas our duty as frr as 
milttary exigencies pcnnltted, to enable the peaceable in- 
hflhitants of the territory gtadually falling undet otir occup- 
tion, to carry on ihcir nonnal vocatjoos; but the inidal 
difiiculties invoit'cd in setting up a civil adimnistratioo with 
teat in lively progress were naturally considerable and were 
greatly enhanced in this case by the faS that, the Turidsh 
t^ime having been almost entirely alien, all Turidsh ofl&dals 
and those non^Turks who had bc<i employed in the adminis- 
ttadon, with the retreating armies as each centre was 
evacuated, and we found no local material wi»TCVcr with 
which to replace them, Cocsctjucoily for the time being, 
and indeed for the w’hote dutation of the war, personnelfor the 
adminiSratioa had ettliet to be recruited from the British and 
the British Indian material serring with the Army, or to be 
borrowed from India. Nevertheless, as soon is w'C had 
settled down in Basrah a beginning was made towards the 
e^blishmem of a syAem of government which would ht 
consonant with the spirit of our anuouncements, Fch" this 
branch of my duties 1 had separate Othces and Staff and di¬ 
vided rny working hours between the Army G.H.Q,, whether 
at rbc Base or in the Field, and my QvU Headquarters at 
Basrah. It was here that Gcnmde Bell jobed me in the cir- 
cumifhinccs abo\e described, as also did Captain Arnold 
Wilson, (now Lieut. Colonel Sit Arnold Wilson, K.C-LE., 
etc.). The latter had been serving with me for some years 
before the War, in the Persian Gulf Residency and bter 
at Mohammeiah, but for the pait year he had been on depi- 
tattOD as one of the British represcntativcE on the Turko 
Persian Boimdaty Conunission, a body which had been 
surprisingly successful b its labours and had fortunately 
completed them jult b time for its members to disperse 
before hostilities commenced. About the same time too I 
received a valuable reitifoiccmcnt of Officers from the Govern^ 
nin*fir of India, induding Mr. Henry Dobbs, who later on, as 
Sit Henry Dobbs, was to succeed me as High Commissioner in 
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McsopocaiBiA—senior ofitcial of tlie Indiin Gvii Serrice, 
with mature cjipcricnce in revenue and hscai matters, who at 
once set liimscfr to get the revenue adminifiradoo on to^in 
effeSive working biisis> Other scolor members of the Politj<^ 
Department of the Government of India plaecd at ntjr dis¬ 
posal about the same time were Colonel S< G. Knox, after¬ 
wards Judicial Commissioner and Colonel R. E. A. Hamilton, 
now Lord Bclhavcn and Stenton, who became Political 
at Koweit^ in successioii to Major W* H. L. ShakKOcai. 
tanci had been deputed to the court of His fEghnes Ibn 
Saud on the outbreak of war and his tragic dea th in a desert 
batrle between Ibn Saud and his rival Ibn Rashid deprived 
his country of a moA gallant and capable officer whose 
services could ill be spar«l at the time. Another new comet 
W4S Nfr, H. St, J. PWlby of the Indian Gvii Service* aftw- 
wards to cam diStinftion as a tiavdiiir in Cenml jVeabia, 
Other good men and true came and went according to the 
needs of ray working Staff which had to be augmented or 
modified 03 the ride mark of war advanced tn our favour and 
left a condnuaJly citpanding iiafi of country under our ad- 
muuSrarion, 

In this brief sketch it h not possible or neccssar}' for me to 
deal with the military aspefls of the campaign and 1 muS pass 
over the eventful ’winter of 1915 and the spring of 19*^* 
which witnessed Townshend's vifiorious advimce up the 
Tigris, culminating in the battle of Ctesiphon; bis ictitctnent 
to Kut, with its siege and final surrenaer; and the tcrnbJc 
trials of our troops in their gallant attemms to relieve the 
beleaguered garrison* the moving ftory of 'which lus been 
told so grapmcally by the offidal " Eje-witnest,^ the late 
Edmund Ca ndle, in his ** Long Road to Bagdad.** 

During this period Steady progress coadnued to be made 
with the creation of adminifittadve nmchincn'' in all ha blanches 
throughout the Basrah Vilayet, and Gertrude Bell ’worked 
devotedly as Oriental Secretary to mysdf or my deputy, 
Captain V^'llson, in the Basrah Secretariat, During the late 
sntiunef of T^ij, I had attanged tO rendexvous at Ojoir with 
the Sultan of Nejd for the purpose of concluding the Treaty 
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Decodaiiotis, which bad been intetiupted by His lii^hncsV 
abortive campaign above referred lo, and a year later after the 
6 nal signing of the documents. His Highness was invited 
fiiSt to a durbar at Kowett to meet the Sheikhs of Kowejt and 
Mohammetak and other insportant tribal Sheikhs with whom 
we were now in conch; and afterwards lo Basrah for a sh^ort 
visit, in the belief that it would be of interca and value to him 
to see the woiking, and the inunense proportions, of a great 
mili Mry base and port such as Basrah had now bccoiniei and 
als o be a uscftil means of demonstrating to the mhaht* 
tants of the Basrah Vilayet the very dose relations cxiiting 
between us and the great Arab Chiefs of the prindpalittes on 
their borders, 1 itincmbcr well with what delight and en¬ 
thusiasm Gertrude Bell entered at this time mto all the 
arrangementji for Sulotn Ibn Sand's visit, looking forward 
keenly as she did to making the aerpaaintance of this great ^ 
attra^vc aftor on the Arabian ftage; alike for the immediate 
intetea of the prospeft and also, I cannot help thinking, in 
the latent hope that it might lead to an expediaon to his capij 
tal when the clouds of war bad dispcracd. Ibn Saud, who md 
hcfli:d me speak of Gtitrude Bell of her pre-war cspcdi- 
tion to Ila>i had never before come in contaft with any 
European woman and the phenomenon of one of the genikr 
sex occupying an officisJ position witli ^ British Expedidopiry 
Force was one quite outside his bedouin comprehension; 
nevertheless when the time came he met Miss Bell with 
complete frankness and sangfroid as if he had been associated 
with European ladies all his life* 

Except tor the interruption of this **10711 visit'" and ^ 
occasional week end trip to Basrah to enable me to keep m 
touch with passing events in tte rohcfc of the civil a dm i n is- 
tration and to see to the welfare of my wiie, who at this rime 
was engaged in good works among the troops in Basrah, I 
was able to remain with Sir Stanley hlaude’s Headquaners 
on the Tigris front throughout the winter campaigti, which 
saw the recovery of Kut, the sudden crossing of the Tigris at 
Shimnn and the subseqcni advance on Bagdad, ending in 
its occupation on the i tth of March 
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The fall of Bagdad was an event M of significant and 
pregnant whh possibilities both for ouisclvcs and for tw 
enemy, Thtonghout the Empire and amo^ our alliM the 
Vifiiiignr sticccss of GenciaJ Maude’s campaign aroused the 
utmo^ tnihustasm* so that iht ttigcdjr of Ktit sccnircd dmod 
effaced in the pubUc mind ; while for the Turks the loss of 
Bagdad not omy deprived them of their base of operadons in 
Mesopotamja but laid them open to an Anglo-Russian offen¬ 
sive in the Mosul Vilayet, 'nw prosped of joining up with 
our Russian allies as a prelude to concerted opef^ons m 
northern Mesopotamia had always been one to confute with 
in Force “ D.*’ A year prc\'ioiis a Rnssian Cossack patroj 
from Genem] BamofTs force^ then at Ketmamhah, W 
leached our lines at Ali GharH on the Tigris after a c^ng 
ride of aoo miles through the moumains of Push^i-kuh- 
They were natumliy welcomed by U6 with great cordiality, 
and during the few days that they letnained in our Camp to 
reft their horses before ftarting back thett Officers were deco¬ 
rated by the G,O.C 4 n-Chicf with die British Military Crow 
" in recognition of this exploit and on. this, the fiift meeting 
of British and Russian troops, as allira in the field, for too 
ycais.” The nwering of the two armies later on was conse¬ 
quently looked forward to with great cipc£lations, deftined 
unfortunately to be grievously disappointed. Though w^e 
knew it tiot at the time, the date of our vifiorious emiy into 
Bagdad coincided almoft caafily with the abdication of the 
TsSr and the Bolshevik uplreavJ, and the Russian Troops on 
die Persian line had already been impregnated with the virus of 
bolshevism and were getting out of control It was conse¬ 
quently the more unfortimaie diat miihary exigencies not only 
precluded our extending our occupation up to die fitontier of 
Iraq near Khanikin, but obliged us to acquiesce in the occujn- 
tioii of that town by Geueraf BaratolPs troops, Whatever its 
military asp^ migrit be this phenomenon greatly upset tire 
poiidcal situation at the time. The udiahitaats of Kl wn i ktn 
£d had bitter experience of a hoftile Russian occupation in 
t^i6, but now decided to refrain from all oppositioii, because 
on th is occasion the Russians came as our alLes and with our 
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coiiscjjt, if not ar our nsiut^, A gneai revulsion of feeling, 
however, was caused by rncir behaviour and in the process w*c 
ourselves rapidly loA pie^i|^ and sympathy amonc x race 
which had always been fidendly to us. Military consiaeratrons 
were of couise paramount but this Russian occapation left 
US a legacy which gave trouble for a long dmc to come. After 
a couple of months the Russian force withdrew and their 
ravages in tiK diStrid were completed by the Turks who 
forthwith teoccupied it and it was not undl December 1919 
chat we were in a position to assume control ourselves. When 
we did so wt found the town in a Slate of acute misery, for the 
T urks when they retired had left it in the ioint dutches of 
Starvation and disease and it was with mesc fbimidablc 
adversaries that the work of administration was canfionted. 
Major E, B. Soane, the remarkable ebarafkr to whom die 
charge wus entrusted and who in addition to a very 3 :rong 
personality possessed the then rare accomplishment of a duent 
knowledge of the Kurdish language, bboured devotedly for 
months at bis task, which grew in diircQ ratio to the success 
acliicvcd, for no sooner did the Kurds on cither side of the 
frontier hear that help was to be had ftrom the British AuthoEi<- 
ties at Sulcimantyeh than they poured down from the moun¬ 
tains Waiving and typhus ^eken, to be brou^t slowly back 
to health or else to die in our camps and hospitals. Mevettbe- 
less by the eady summer of tpiS when Major Soane, worn out 
by incessant totl, was compelled to take a year's reft, the barde 
was won and his successor Major Goldsmith, found the crops 
spiin^ng up and mpeopled viltages arising £com the ruins 
which had been wrought. 

But 1 am Scaying coo wide Bom the crack and will return 
for a few moments to the days of our entry in t o Bagdad. We 
found the pre-war British Ktsidcncy in use as a Hospital, in 
which the Turks had left us an unwelcome legacy in the 
sliapc of their wot^ case^ of wounds and disease. Its sanitary 
condition was indescribable, but other hospitable accomiiKida'' 
don was gradually found for the inmates and the Residency 
after a thorough cleansing and overhaul was Sited up as 
Army Headquarters, a funSon which it SlllI hlls for the Royal 
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Air Faroe to-dey: but whereas the mtlitaiy Staff was already 
io beings mv civil Staff for the Bagdad Vilayet was iioit" 
existent and Kad lo be created. I was allotted a bouse on the 
river bank below the Residency which bad before our entry 
Eieco dre Auftiian Consulate and there I began to form a 
Socretariat. Mf first ad on arrival had been to seek out any 
of the old load croploy^s of the pre*wat Residency Staff, both 
because 1 was anxious to learn wltat might have happened to 
them at the hands of the enemy and uso because, if forth¬ 
coming, I knew they could be very useful to me at d^ period, 
with theic kno'wledge of the oominuiifties and individual 
inhahitaitts of Bagdad. To my great regret I found the family 
of Naxocssian, the faithful Armenian Dragoman of the 
Residency, in the depth of despair i their fhihcr !iad been sent 
for by the Turidsh Police shortly before our arrival and had 
not returned. He wus never heard of again nor was 1 able 
to obtain any evidence as to the precise fate wlttcb had be- 
&llci) him, but he was a man who had doubtless made enemies 
in the course of his duties as British Dra.goman, ejuite apart 
from any grudge the Turkish Police might luve had againS 
him. and there seemed little doubt that he had met with a 
I'tolenc death during the period of uproar wlikh intervened 
between the Turkish retreat and our arrival. My next ad was 
to visit His Reverence Salyid Abdurrahman Effendi, the 
Naqib. or Chief Noble, of Bagdad; head of the Sunni 
community and custodian of shrine of Abdul Qadir Gilani, 
upon whose attitude towards us and influence with the 
people of Bagdad a good deal depended. Under the old 
regime of Sultan Abdul Hamid the Naqib had enjoyed a 
position of great dignity and flood high in public c^eem and 
ne no doubt owed a considfrabk debt of obligation to the 
fooner Government; but under the Younj^ Turk ri^gime he 
had become of leas account and indeed Itad Itnlc to thank them 
for. At this rime his position was obviously a delicate one 
and his amtude had naturally to be one of reserve, yet I 
enjoyed bis frank and wise co-openrion in all measures 
afieaing the welfare of his countrymen and likely to mitigate 
as fiu as might be the rigours and inconveniences of a military 
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occuptadoEL I saw a grcaf deal of him in the course of my 
dudes and the feelings of mutual conddence which wete 
c^tablbhed between us at this time wete to ^tand me in good 
Stead later on, and are now a gtatciul memory. 

Dircdly the news of our occupation of Bagdad got abroad 
I Tt-as perforce overwhelmed with Wsitors; fitft the notables 
of Bagdad and then the cdbal Sheikhs from near atHi far, 
many of whom had never submitted to the authoritr of the 
Turkish Government and were compiete Strangers to Bagdad, 
Some attempt had to be made to determine and lectwd from 
whence these visitors came, vbat their retariiDnjj were to one 
another and what was their relative importance; among them¬ 
selves, matters not at all easy for nrw comers to diagnose. 
It was in oonnefbon with this task that f began to feel the 
want of Gertiudc Bellas indefatigable assiSance and decided 
to bring her and one or two others up from the Basrah Office 
to form a nucleus for my Secretariat at Bagdad, AJJ shrikhly 
visitors &om the countryside had to be interviewed, enret- 
tamed, giv'en anall prcsenrs and scot back to their hoiocs with 
ioj unions to keep the peace and get busy with their agricul¬ 
ture ; so that a great proportion of my time during daylight 
was spent in these interviews and Miss Bell acted as the fthuncr 
through which the individuaJs fdteted through to me, accom¬ 
panied by a brief note as to 'what their tribe was, where they 
came from and what they wanted. I was thus saved 
time m getting to the point. I temember that when 1 told him 
that some of my offiioe Saff were coming up btom Basrah, 
including Miss ^ Bell, the G.O.G-iu-Chief expressed con¬ 
siderable misgiving at the nrws, as be feared her arrival might 
form an inconvenient precedent for appeals from other 
ladies, but I reminded him that her services had been speci¬ 
fically odcred to me by liis predecessor as an ordinary member 
of my Secretariat; that 1 regarded and treated her no dif¬ 
ferently from any male ofB^r of my Staff, and that licr 
particular abilities could be very useful to me at the present 
In due course she arrived and was not Jong in 
establishing happy personal rckdons with Sir Stanley Maude 
and it is a sad memory to me now that she and i were both 
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(Tctnlicn of his p*»tr at the entwramment in Bagdad Qty a 
few months later wliicb prorved to be his iaSt appearance in 
public, befone his tragic death from chotcca a few dap later, 
at the height of his success. 

These lira she months of our occu^ion of Bi^ad were 
ifi 4 cpti no easy period fbr the Civil Adtnini^haxton, Tlic 
Army was fiilty occupied consolidating its position round 
Bagdad and needed to husband its Strength to the utmost 
fot the coming winter campaign and so detachments for out¬ 
lying places could not be spared; nor, for fear of inconve¬ 
nient Inddent*, could dvil officers be allowed to go far 
afield. In these dicumftanccs it ’'*'as naruralljr difficult for 
tribesmen to believe, especially in the face of the violent 
Turko-CJcrman propaganda which was nfe ai the time, that 
the exiting regime at Bagdad was at all secure or that the 
Turks would net eventually rcruro. Even in Bagdad itself 
great unccttauity prevailed as to the mteotions of the Allies, 
even if they did win the war; in faft up to the dine of oui 
successful offensive in the Autumn of 1918 it was the |;enctal 
impression that the Central Powers would be viflotious or 
It any rate that nothing more than a aalc-tmte wtxjid rcsuif. 

Those who prided themselves on their inilimtc acauain' 
lance with world politics declared that Iiaq would un¬ 
doubtedly be handed back to Turkey in exchange ibr the 
libentioa of Belgium. Such rumours found their^ echo 
among the Sheikh in genexah causing many of our finned; 
frienils to waver, or at Icaft to wait on events. Altogerhcr, in 
\'icw of the afhial poh’dcaJ situation and the fa& that with out 
occupation of the Bagdad Vilayet tire military regime found 
itself confronted wiffi many difficult ptoblctm of a non- 
militaiy aspect, H.M's Government came to the conclusion 
that some devdopraent of my Status as Chief PoliticaJ Officer 
to the G.O.G-in-Qucf was now called for. Accordingly, 
from ibe beginning of July 1917, my dcsigmdon was alter^ 
to that of *‘'Qvil Gommissioiier/* and while 1 Still, of course, 
remained sufajefr to the supreme authority of the Army 
Commander, I was given the right henceforth of diicd com- 
municadon with the Secretary of State for India, in whose 


515 



LETTERS OF GERTRUDE BELL 

Dame the bStruaiftRs of Government^ tn othei than 

militaiT matten, were licicafter issued; and sound advice 
and ju^dous support ftom that Department of State never 
Ciiled the bead of the Qvil adminiaradon during the three 
difficult years which were to pass until 1911, when m con- 
neftion with a new and sigmficmt dcvelopmcor of policy the 
dkcAlon of afialrs iu Iraq was transferred to the Colonial 
Office. But of this more anon* 

During the period of which 1 am speaking, the summer of 
1917, ihe Unuu of our oocupaiion beyond Bagdad were 
roughly; on dw right Bank, Baqul^ on the river Diyala; 
In the centre, Samam, on the Tigris line *, and on the Euphra¬ 
tes weft of Bagdad, Fahufa; and thence back to the Hior 
diych bairage on rhe same river. 

On the Diyala the process of consolidation was necessarily 
alow, for not only had the country suffered greatly from long 
devaftarion by Turkislt tioop®. but undt the autumn of 1917 
the ciml-hcads were ftill in the eoemy's controL 
The Tigris gave us no futthcr trouble; those triba] leader* 
who had joined the Turks again on our letirement from 
Cecsiphon had thought it safcft to remain with them when 
they in turn retreated towards Mosul; meanwhik their sons, 
or other suitable kinsmen, had bccai installed for the rime 
b^g in their Itoldings along the river and were now occupied 
in the cultivatjoQ of their lands, much as in rime of peace. A 
most favourable impression was created at this time in the 
Tigris area by our decision to rebuild Kut-al-Amara, a task 
wWch was undertaken paidy from eapediency and partly in 
the w'ay of a menvorial to those among die beleaguered gamson 
and foicndly Arab inhabitants who Ivad given their lives in the 
defence of the town. Kui, sinoe the Turks evacuated tt in 
theU hurried ffigbi before General Maude had been left 
completely desert ; a tottering nun among the palm etoves; 
its Streets choked with mud or blocked wida batricaaes i its 
bouses riddled with shells or undermined with dug-ouis. The 
work of reccn^truSion was supervised with much skill and 
judgment by the Diftrift PoHriem Officer and the country-ride 
saw in the regeneration of tlic town cot only profit and ad van- 
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Itge to themselves but also some pledge that a new older of 
things so scrlidlj cAahUshed niu$l have eome to 

On the Eophiates wed of Bagdad there was little to be done 
for the moment and it was nor until Sir Harrv Biooking's 
successful push in Movember 1917 had brought about the 
capture of Ramadi chat the tribal Sh^hs of chat area began to 
come in. 

On the middle Eupluati^ from the Hindtycb barrage to 
Saroawa, the position was a curious one. Not a single Bddsh 
soldier was located south of the barrage unttl DcocmbcEi9i 7 ; 
ocvcfthdess that area being the oentte of an important grain 
growing didzid, irrigated by the Euphrates canals, could not 
ui the tntcreds of the Anny be altogether negteded and a 
Political Officer had accordi^Iy been sent to Kiilah in May 
1917. His authority however not extend to Diwamycn 
ara southward thereof, where the local Sheikhs, after their 
visit to roe on our firit entry into Bagdad^ had to be left pretty 
much to their own devices. It was troical of our slender hold 
on the middle Euphrates during rnis summer that a 
small Turkish detachment which on our occupation at 
Bagdad had found itself isolated at Dtwaaiyeh and unable 10 
get away with the retreating mny, bdd out there until the end 
of August. It 'was commanded by a fire-eating Oreassjan . who 
having shot his supedot officers when tliQ’ showed a chsposi- 
don to surtender, had bardcaded himself and his parry in a 
caravan^iai on the dver bank and completely terrorist the 
inhabitants, who regarded their unwelcome guoSt and his 
bomb-throwing men W'ith no little dismay and made scvcial 
attempts to oiiSt them leSt tlicir presence should involve tire 
town tn hofttUdes with us, Jt was only 'when a visitation from 
some ati-ciaR conv'oced htm that the game was up that he 
surrendered with the 50 odd men who had {food by him to 
the end. On his acdval at Bagdad 1 had occasion to inter¬ 
view this gcntlcmiu} and learnt chat be considered that the 
Turks havmg forgotten him and left him completely in the 
lurch, he was now free to offer himself for service either with 
us or with the Arab Army in Hejaa. His artless ovenute 
could not however be accepted and as an officer-prisoner be 
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spent the icmaindcr of the xi-ar i n the less cxddnj' atinosphcfe 
of a prisoner's camp in India. He was a aout-bcancd» attiac- 
dve. fcUow; I tmgt fortune has since smiled on bim. 

But the mo^ rhorny problem on the Euphta^ at that tunc 
was not so much the tribes as the Holy Gties of hlam, 
Karbala and NajaL As in other cases on the lower Luphrat« 
the Sheikhs of these towns, after their visit to me at 
had been sent back to their homes witii pious mStradluMs 
Crom me to maintain law and otder themselves (. and in order 
to ftrenphen their hands and give them scum ofthaal ^og- 
fiitiojx, small monthly sJlovranccs were provided for mcra« 
but before many w^ks had passed it became evident mat the 
arrangancm was working unsads&^loril? both for the towm 
and foi us. On the one haiid thr Sheikhs were found to be 
abusing their positions and making bay while the sun shone; 
vhilCi worse SdlL^ the exiiftence of a brisk trade in supplies to 
the enemy, both on the Iraq ftoot and in Syria, was brought wi 
tight. If further trouble 'I'as to b« avoided closer coiurol had 
clcariy become essential, and British Polkric^ Ofttcers wcw 
accordingly po^t^sd at Kirbalo, and at Knfh in the Sltamryeh 
diitrift on the border of which lies Najaf. These oifioers for 
the rime bebg liad to mly cnriidy on their own judgment ami 
force of charafter and were often placed b positions of great 
difficulty and no little personal risk, iCarbab it is true gave no 
serious trouble, but Najaf, where the town was b the hands 
of a lawless crew of looJ Sheikhs, icmaiacd a thorn in our 
side for some time to come. Fortunately, while the urgent 
need of food supplies for tlic pfipuktion no less th^ for ^ 
army endowed the Euphrates b^tn with an ever inercasbg 
importance, military fttingency liad been somewbar cased as 
the dang er of any serious attempt on the part of tte enemy to 
move agatn^ Bagdad was diminishing, and so it was con¬ 
sidered that troops could now be spared to complex the 
effedive occupation of the area bclund out fighting line. I 
accotdbgly made a tour ot the diftn^ b December 1Q17 b 
order to ^ in a position to advise the G.O.C-u^iie/ as to 
the various points where, from the admuu^rive point of 
view, dccachmoits could advisably be placed, it was of course 
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iindesixablc^ and indeed incompatible with cmi previous an- 
nooijccmencs, co pkw troops in the Holy places themselves 
and this made it espectaliy uiHkult to e:£eidsc full coittEol at 
Najaf, whero the lawless'elements in the town were being 
excited by persi^at Tittko-Geiman ptopagandia, clear evi- 
daKr of which was found a littk later among enemy papers 
c^tured by our troops at Ramadi and Hit, Unfortunately 
affairs here culminated in the murder of a mo£t promising 
young ofiiccE, Captain W. L. Marsbah^ who after serving witn 
much credit in a siniilatjaogt in the Holy of Kadhimain 
was scle&d for ihc dliftculi charge at Najat on account of 
his special tjtialiJicaiioiis and expcdence. 

At the tiine of this tragedy I mysdf was on my way to 
Cairo to attend a conference regarding Arab aflairs, but thanks 
to cffcfHvc handling of the matier by the ComroaGder-in- 
Chict and my deputy Colonel Arnold Wilson, heavy retribu¬ 
tion was meted out to those concerned, ii persons suffering 
the death penalty, while hve were transponed foe life and 
two for a shorter period. 

At Cairo under the hospitable roof and wise dkedion of 
the High CommissioacT, hir Reginald Wingate, I found a 
gt^eiing of distinguished othcers imm ediately concerned 
with the Arab problems of the moment; David Hogarth, 
once “ A Wandering Scholar in the Levant" now, as T write, 
Presidenr of the Ro^ Geographical Sodety, at tliar rime 

Comnmnder Hogarrii, R.ivi.V.R. ) Dire£hor of the Arab 
Bureau ; Ronald Storrs, Oriental Secretary at the Residenev. 
the *' Perfeft Stom " of King Hussein's despatches, iint» 
knighted and now Governor of Cyprus: Gilbcft Ckyroti, 
DIrofkor of [ntdligtnce at Cairo, now Sir Gilbert Cbyton and 
(l oay) on as imponani mission to King Iba Saud * George 
iJoyo, now Lord Lloyd, our High Commissioner in Egypt: 
and la^ but not tca£t T, E, LanTcnoe, soon to win lairing 
fame for his exploits with the Arab cemtin^t and later for 
his wonderful of " The Re\'ol£ in the Desert,'* A truly 
brilliant conitellation I 

Our dclibcraitons ranged Over ah the pfoblems in which 
we in Mesopotanua and they in the Hejaz woe mutually 
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mtcre$ted. I was chiefly cooccmcd with the difficult tvne 
with w’hich both alike were coJifeoated in the bitter jper- 
sona] icbdoQS between Oiir two Arab allies Kin^ 

Elussein and the Sultan of Nejd; relations which made it 
hard to decide how moft advantage could be derived from 
their ccw^Eation* either in oosnbmarion or independently, 
I should mention that during the preceding winter an im¬ 
portant Mission, consi^ing of Mr, H, St. J. Philby, on 
ray behalf. Colonel R, E, A. Hamilton, Political Agent at 
Koweit, rcpieseniing Koweit intcrefts, and Colonel F. Cun- 
Itffe-Owcn, on behalf of the military authorities at Bagdad, 
had pEOcei^ed to the capital of the lahcr potentate at Ri^d^ 
to rqiott on the situation in Centra! Arabia gcnctally and Ln 
pardcular on the possibilities of a renewed campMgn against 
HavU, where Ihn Rashid was ^tUl aftive in Turldsb tittered 
anct a ffifficuit £tdor in the situation. Their report had been 
icceived shortly before I left for Curo. 

VtTiile there 1 received a summons to proceed on to London 
for tile discussion of various cuirent queJbons connefted with 
Mesopotamia, and again, while en route hack to Bagdad, I 
was duc&ed to make a fbnlier diveraion to Simla to confer 
with the Government of India. On arrival there I Icamt that 
His Maje^’s MiniO cf at Teheran, Sir Charles Marling, who 
for months paft had been haidng an cKtiemefy harassing time 
in the endeavour to combat Ttirko-Gemian aflavines in Persia 
and the lively pressure which they weie exetdsing upon the 
Persko Gcwcranicnt, had been ordered home on si<± leave 
and that It was desired that 1 should relieve him, I ventured 
to urge (hat having been with the Array in Mesopotamia trom 
the comracnccmcnt of the War 1 would much pmer to see the 
campaign through in my present poS, but as it was oonsideted 
that whh British troops on me Bagdad-Enzdl Lioe and 
quejrions for ffiscussion continually arising between His 
Ma|edy*s MinMcr and the G.O.O in Mesopotamia, it was of 
great irnpoitance that the incumbent of the Bihtsh Legation 
for the time being should be an ofRccr with war-time expe¬ 
rience of events and condirions in Mesopotamia and Persia, 
I did not feel juftifted in pressing my objeSions and left forth- 
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with for Bagdid and Tehma. I haired at Bagdad only long 
enough to coUoft a convoy of cars for the conveyance of my 
wife and itiyKlf and our tncagte war^fcalc betonguigs we 
proceeded with aU despatch to Teheran, At the moment of 
our passage the ^eaioa of Persia's emty into the war againjl 
us was bMging hjr the aJendcielt of threads, her idea appa¬ 
rently being that as the Central Powers were evidently going 
to wm, it would be prodtahlt for Persia to be tn with diem at 
the finish, I even received a telegram at Hamadan, to route, 
suggefting that I was too late foe the fak and had better ikjt 
come further, but we pushed on without incident and I re¬ 
lieved Sk Charles Mading on the ijth September (<)t8, he 
retuenfog by the same convoy next day. 

Dunng tne ao odd months that I spent as British represen¬ 
tative at Teheran events had continued to move apa fr in 
Mesopotamia. In fofi at the time I left Bagdad both Gea^ 
Allcnby and General Marshall were on the point of launching 
thek lespcfiive autumn campaigns. In MeStine the former's 
forces were concentiating in tw coadal plain and on Sep¬ 
tember 19th commenccQ those brilliani operarions whldi 
resulted in the defirtiftion of the Turkish army, and the occu¬ 
pation of Damascus and Aleppo. On Offober iSt the desert 
tnoonted corps and the Arab army entered Damascus amidft 
scenes of great enthusiasm. 

In Iraq, Sk William Marshall opened hk campaign on the 
25 id Oflober, iktcmiimne to comoinc a frontal attack on the 
Turttsb posirion across the Tigris at the Fatha George, with 
the advance of a column simultaneously from Kifri, with the 
objeci of threatening the Turkish communications. With such 
success w'erc his plans crowned that by the joth OSober the 
greatt^ part of the opposing force had sturcndcicd and the 
pi^uit of the remaku^ was in a&ve progress; we were 
widifo I a miles of Mosul the following day wben news of the 
Armistice reached the Commandcr-in-Ghief, Two days later 
Mosul itself was occupied. 

As I have d^lained in an earlier paragraph, the Turkish 
A dm i n iftration in NlesopotamJa having been ahnoS entLcely 
an exotic one and the personnel having disappeared with the 
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ittteflting tzoops as wc advanced, we had no alternative. If 
wc vcfc to fuJfii our promises to die mhabitanrs, but to 
create a provisional administration frotu the only sources 
available to u$ ducing the war, namely British and British 
Indian personnel drawn from the Arm y or borrowed from 
India. No other course was possible either for rayscifi b so 
far as there was any personal element b the matter, or for my 
locum renens, when J proceeded on deputation to Persia. 
Tlrcre has been a disposidon b some quaners to suggeft 
that hatdng r^ard to the pfonouncemcnc made to the b- 
habitants by Sir SunJey blaude on our entry into Bagdad, 
under in^iu^ons froin home, and to the Anj^lo-Frendi dc' 
claration promulgated by his successor Sir Wdllam Marshall 
b November 1918, atludbg respe£rively to the rcalbation of 
the " natural aspirations of the noble Arabs ** and " the estab¬ 
lishment of national government" that, on the oonduslonof 
the Aimtfrice some prompt nationalmtion of the administra¬ 
tion should have bera attempted. This argument is plausible 
m theory and had the settlement of the Peace terms followed 
closely on the heels of the Armi^cc it might have been feasible 
b pra^cc; bur the aftual course of events was ^ other¬ 
wise. 

The work of peace proceeded very slowly; six months Itad 
already elapsed before the Terms to be imposed on Turkey 
were even discussed. It was not until May t^ao that, as the 
result of the San Remo Conference, the allocation of the 
bfondatt for Mesopotamia to Gteat Brhab was made known 
and c>-cn this announcement icmaincd moperath'e uudl con¬ 
firmed b August T910 by the Treaty of Sevres, deSrinod m 
turn never to be ratified. Meanwhile the spirit of President 
Wilson’s 14 pointt, with their potent eJement of “self 
determination," was gradually permeating the Eait—not ody 
Mesopotamb but Isl^ b general—wide at the ft ftTu e time 
our militaiT position m the conquered temtory was rapidly 
^inu weakened by the redudion of the army m Iraq to the 
irreducible minimum. A vast tcaft of country &om Mosul to 
the Persian Gulf now lay under our civil adminiitration and 
it would have been nothmg short of dangerous, apart J&om the 
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mcie toss oF clftdcncy to cmbarle u^n any dialtic 

change in the Smiftuftt of thai juiminifttatioo while the tinaa- 
don so fluid. 1 emphasise this aspeft of the quesdoa 
because when di^urbances arose btcj^ ihcie was a dis^idon^ 
as Is so often the case when arrangements do not wodc quite 
“according to plan,’^ to confuse rnddental phases of the 
unre^ with its fundarncncal causes. 

By the end of the war the people of Mesopotamia had come 
to accept the of our occupadooi and were resigned to the 
prospm of a pemianent Bridsh adnuni^mion; some; 
especially In Basrali and the rtcighbourhood, ev^ looked 
forward wnth s^isfafdon to a fururc in which they would be 
able to pursue their commerce and agddilmre with a Atong 
centciJ amhadty to preserve peace and order. Throughout 
the country there utis a con\^£^:on, w'hich frequently fotmd 
open QipressioD, that the Bridsh meant well by the Arabs, 
and this tvas accompanied by a frank apprcckdon of the 
increased prospethy w^hlch had followed in the track of our 
armies ana, no doubt, by a lively sense of favours to conae, in 
the way of progress and reform. But with the Armifiicc, and 
the Anglo French declaration by which it was immediately 
followed, a new rum was given to the native mind. In 
fis^dad, where polidcal ambitions are more highly dcveit^icd 
thim elsewhere tn Iraq, within a week of the publicadon of the 
Declaration the idea of an Arab Amir for Iraq was cvciywhcic 
being discussed and in Mohammedan circles met with uni* 
versa! approval, though there was no consensus of opinion as 
to who should ^ the role. At first the choice hovered bet ween 
a son of Hussein, Shcrif of Mecca, (later become King of the 
Hejaa); a member of the family of the Sultan of Egypt; and 
a magnate of Mosul Ibc vcncrabie Naqib of Bagdad was 
also mentioned, and in some quaitcis a ptefetcnce for a 
republic was expressed; but the latter idea was repugr^t to 
most Moslems, while the Naqib show'cd no disposition to 
abandon his dignified religious seclusion in exchange for high 
office of State. 

Meanwhile Colonel Wilson, A 31 ng Qvil Commissioner, 
reraved inSiuftions from RM’s Govemmetit to endeavour 

533 



LETTERS OF GERTRUDE BELL 


to elicit the views of the poputaiioD of the occtipied tetri'' 
torics on the following points ;— 

(i) Were they in fivour of 2. smde Arab State under 
611 dsb guidance extending me nocthem boundary 
of the Mosul Vilayet to the Persian Gulf? 

(1) If so, did they consider that the new State should be 
placed under an Arab Amir ? 

(5) In tint case, whom they would suggest ? 

On the fic§t point there proved to be unanimous agrtemene. 
On the other two points the replies forthcomuig were so 
divergent that they aiforded little indicaiion to H-M's Govern- 
naent as to the gcnml feeling of the countty and for the 
tnotnent the solution of the problem remaiued in abeyance; 
I am spea^ng of the nTntcr of 1916-19. During the efuta i ng 
year considerabte progress was made with the introduiaion 
tion of oatfves of the country into the administradon in subor¬ 
dinate positions, but not always with happy results, htcan- 
while uncertainty as to the policy and precise intentions of 
HJd*s Gevemment dill prevailed and the local situadna was 
much complicated by rhe coutse of events in Sytia. There an 
Arab Government assisted by several British advisers had 
been set up, from Aleppo to Damascus, immediately after 
Gcj^j Aiienby’s entry in OiSlobcr 1916. At its head was the 
Amir Fais^, and it was pia^cally independent 23 fw as 
administration was concerned, though under the supreme 
control of the Britisfa G^mnunder-in-Ciiicf and upheld by the 
presence of iiis troops. During the campaieti of the previous 
year the leading officers of Faisal's army had been nearly all of 
Iraqi origin, many of them Bagdadls, and they avowedly 
aimed at a federared Arab Slate of SjTia aiul Traci under an 
Arab prince ; accotdingly when in March 1920 Faisal was 
proclaimed ICing of Syria the Iraqis lespoinded hj proclaimit^ 
bis broker the Amir Abdullah, King of Iraq, Hardly'^ad 
this inddent occurred when on the j ch May the assignment 
of the Iraq m a n date to Great Britain was publicly announced, 
and of couise set ail tongues awagging. 

Meanwhile as afting Miniiicr in Persia, 1 was naturally 
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absorbed tn the heavy duties of my own sphere and had not 
fully realised the turn which toatters 'axie taking in Ira^g. I 
was tltt more surprised thercfoie to leceivc t tdegtam one 
taoming from H.hfs Foreign Odke, infoiniing me that it 
was desired that 1 should letmn to my po^ in Mesopotamia; 
but that on banding over to my snoecssot in H.M*s Legation 
1 was to come hfA to London. The partknlar jun^rc froin 
the point of view of om Petsian interc^ seemed to me the 
wotS possible one for a change of hotscs, but there were 
obvious limits to wludi 1 cotild press that point of view 
without danger of being misundcfftood and having with due 
d eferen ce submitted my own opinion I tesigned myself to 
the final in&m£lions of H.M's Government and began to pic- 
pare for early departure. In due course my relief arrived and 
on jndi June my wife and 1 left Teheran, reaching Bagdad 4 
days later, llicic wc flayed with Colonel Wilson for 2 days 
while anangetnents were being made for our onward journey, 
and I was :^c to leam fram him and from Gettnidc BcU the 
kurft developments of the situation. A few days previously, 
on the and June, Colonel Wilson had interviewed a self- 
appointed Committee nf ij Bagdadis, whkh had been 
formed to voice opposition bo the Mandate and had asked to 
be allowed to lay their views before the Civil Commissioner. 
After hearing what they bad to say Colonel Wilson had 
tindertaken to urge H,M’s Government to expedite to the 
utmo^ a definite pronouncement of policy and in commtini- 
catdng the purport of tiic interview to J-Ondon, he suggested 
the abandonment of the idea of a provisionaJ Govetument, 
recommending in the alremadvc that as soon as the terms of 
the Mandate had been settled a Cdn^tuent Assembly shculd 
at once be convened to delibciate upon the future form of 
Government. An announ^iiicnr was accordingly diafted in 
the terms of which, ju^ before leaving Bagdad, t concurted 
so fer as concenictl myself, and with the approval of H,M’3 
Government this was sent to the leading delegates a few days 
later, on the aotb June. It Itated that Mesopotamia was to (x 
cooftitutcd an maependent ftate under the guatantee of the 
League of Nations and subjoft to the Mandate of Great 
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Britain, and that Sir Percy Odx 'Vsns to Rnnm in the autumn to 
establish a proTialcinaJ Arab government, pending piepararion 
of a petmanent orgamc law, to be framed with due regard to 
the lights, uisltes, and tntcre^ of all communities of the 
oountiy. But, alas, by noiw the fuse of disaffedion had burnt 
too dose to the powder, and probably nothing could have 
prevented the c^losioft. On and July the tribesmen at 
Rumaithah, in the Lower Euphrates area, bioke into open 
revolL 

By the time 1 reached London a few days later, the public 
at home were thoroughiy disturbed at the turn things wrere 
taking in Iraq and a Strong agiratton was at work in a certain 
sc&iom of the Press which demanded chat we should cut our 
lasses and evacuate the country, 

LLW’s Govcrnmcm too wete greatly cccicised by the dis- 
fpilcting telegrams now eombig in from Bagdad and there was 
conside^Jc divergence of view as to wmt was the wisca 
course to pursue. But in any ease tt was dear that the rising 
muil be suppressed before any other couise of a£hon was 
possible and the que^on at issue really was as to whether, 
after the teitotntion of law and order, we should cut our 
losses, abandon the Mandate and evacuate the country, or 
immediately set up a national Government,—if that was 
really a pramcal alternative with reasonable chances of success. 
AskM for my opinion as the ofiicer on the spot, I replied rhat 
to my mind evacuadon was unthinkable; it would mean the 
abandomneut of the Mandate and of the seven or eight mih 
lions worth of capital assets wiiich we had in the countiy; the 
complete violation of all the promises we had made to the 
Arabs during the war, and tbdr inevitable rc^ub|cdion to 
chaos and the iiated yoke of the Turk as soon as we left ; 
and laSly that an evacuation which would arouse the aJEHve 
resentmem of tbe betrayed inhabitants, could only be carried 
out without bloodshed if at iea£t another division weie sent 
to see ft safely through. As to whether die alternadvc policy 
of establishing forthwith a nationa) Govemment had a season¬ 
able chance of success, I replied that without being too con- 
fidcitt, I thought it had, and tiiat the risk was at any rate worth 
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EsJcbg if regarded as the onif aitemadifc to cvaciiatiotj, Coo- 
Eidciaijle discussion followed but ulttmaicly I was asked 
whether if this couise was dcoded upon 1 was pictured to 
omkrtakc the task, I replied in the afiinnftdvc aM left for 
Bagdad with my inaiuSions by the ticst tnaiL It is tio litde 
sadsfaftion to me, six years later, to know that the ship thus 
launched on a soroewlWt tempestoous sea has safely reached 
port, and that so as we arc concerned the vemuic may be 
regarded on the whole as an itnpciiaJ success. The Kingdotn 
of Itaq has been placed on its w£tt and its frontJcrs ^iced; 
its future peospexity and progress reft with the Iraqis them- 
scjves. 

Bur come what may, 1 can imagine no esse in which H.M's 
Govcnuneni liaise implemented their promises and obUga- 
rions and pursued th^ settled policy wt^ more complete 
gcxjd faith and tesolurion; dismayed neither by persi^lcnt 
^■ nd organised newspaper campaigns, nor by the intcmuoable 
detap and diHicultics which marked our peace negodations 
with Turkey. 

While these ddibetadons were going on in London, 
rising in the Bagdad Vilayet was gathmng force and rein¬ 
forcements had to be drafted in ftom India for its suppression, 
so that by the time 1 reached Basrah On iS 0 £toocr 1920^ 
though aSivc disaiTcftion Sdll smouldered in some places, 
the main c err^res of diituibanccs were under control, and the 
gcnciai situation no longer mvc much cause for alarm, 

1 reached Bagdad on 5th Oftober and a day or so later took 
over charge from Sir Arnold Wilson, who proceeded on 
leave. The task before me was by no means an easy or 
attraiftrve one. The new line of policy which 1 had come to 
inaugurate involved a complete and necessarily rapid trans- 
fonnaden cd the fagade of the existing adminiftiadon from 
British to Arab and, in the process, a wholesale teduSioii in 
the numbers of Bddsh and Bdttsh-Indian persoimcl employed. 
Many of the individuals afiefted had served with the utim>§t 
devodon during most difficult times and some bad even aban¬ 
doned all idea, of tetuming to tbdr pre-war poto in the hoM 
of making a career in Iraq. Added to that not a &w of the 
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British clcmcnr were sceptic^ — and one could not blame them 
for their misgiviDgs—as to the lifecUbood of ihc new cnicr- 
ptisc succeeding* and did not disguise thdr feeling. But 
fortifying myself with the convifldon that the pio}« had at 
Icaft an even chance of success* and was at any rate the only 
akemativc to evacuation, I took heart of grace. My position 
however, Tjt'as a very solitary one to begin with and the pte^ 
senceof Gertrude Bell and of Mr. Philby and Mr. C. C. Goroett 
both of the I.C.S. whom 1 had brought out with me from home 
was a great asset to me at this time. Except for a short spell 
of leave in England and a sojourn in Paris in the summer of 
t^r^, the former had been in Bagdad with Sir Arnold Wllsod 
thtooghom tile two years of tny absence at Teheran and had 
all the personnel and politics of the local conmuinittes at her 
fingers end, while 1 knew that her own ideas and those of 
the two Indian Gvillans on the subf^ of iVrab aspirations 
were auch that I could be sure that at any rate in principle 
they were heart and soul in sympathy with the present 
policy of government. A year brer I had to part company 
with Mr. Philby because at the Sage of development at 
which we had then arrived his conoeption of the policy of 
H.M's Go't'ermrient be^an to diverge too mudi from mine, 
but I none the less readily recognise the great value he was to 
me in die early days. As regards the omers, many of whom 
were itrangciB to me* it neccssariiy needed a little time for me 
to get my bearings; but whatever die piimaiy feelings of 
many of my comrades may have, indeed mu^ have been, mo^l 
of incm gradually came loiind to the view that as an alter¬ 
native to the bag and baggage policy the new cxpciimcrit was 
worth trying and was not neo^sadiy doomed to Mure. At 
any rate they rendered devoted service notwithstanding that 
for a long dme to come the que^on of theit future careers 
continuea to hang in the balance, pending conclusion of 
peace with Turkey. 

Thoueh, as I have said above, the bade of the rebellion was 
peafiically broticn by the rime 1 reached Pa srab* a good many 
sedions of the tribes in the Bagdad Vilayet were Still “ our/* 
and it was not unril February diat the rking could be said lo 
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have been finally cleared up. Meanwhil^ it did not taJee (nc 
ionp aftci my airival at Bk^dad to realise that I ■was^wing 
oon&ontcd at every tnro with queaions of aftpSuig 

the fumic of Iraq which I did not feel juaified in disposing of 
mywif without consul tatitm with the rrorcsentatives of the 
people. As an immediate expedient thctcfoie, I dcteimincd to 
inStrrute at once a Provisional Government s^ch, under mv 
control and supervision, should be tesponsible for the ad-^ 
ministtatioa and political puicknee of the country until the 
general situation had returned to normal and a ilait could be 
made with the cfwttan of national institutions. It was here 
that I fdt that my venerable &ieod the Naqib, who bad given 
me such fidcndly co-opcradoti on out hrSt occupation of 
Bagdiid, could now-^f he would—te^cr great ^ patriotii: 
service, and I dedded to appeal to him to preidc over the 
propos^ Council of State, Age and failing healtli might 
well have excused him from emerging from the odious 
seclusion of a Darwish in which he hid preferred to spend the 
tatter years of his life, but on OSober 25 rd when I appealed to 
him, m the interests of his ooum^, to shoulder the task, he 
coutageously tose to the occasion, though with no little 
hesitation, and agieed to undenake the formation of a 
Cabinet. The high religious and social position of the Naqib 
and the univci^icspo^ he inspired placed his motives above 
all suspidoa and endowed the Council of State with the 
necessai)- dignity and I shudder to think how my early edbrte 
would have fried had he failed me at this time, For one of to 
vcnciabie age and redred habits, it was a signal aft of patde^ 
tism for n^ch T could not be too gcitcfui. The Council 
comprised 8 portfolios, Tmerior, Finance, Juaioc, Defence, 
Public Works, Education and Health, Commerce, and Reli- 
giotis Bequests, and bduded, Saiyad Talib Pasha, dde^ son 
of the Naqib of Basrah; Sassim Efiendi Hcskail who com* 
tnanded tmivcrsal respeft and confideooe as a leading repre¬ 
sentative of the Jewish Community in Baghdad ; Gen^ 
Jaafrt Pasha el Askeri who had served with much diStin^on 
both during the wax and afterwards m King Faisal*s 
regime in Syria i and Abdtd Ladf Pasha hlandil a native of 
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Nejd asd one of the leadJug notables and mcEcbants of 
Basrah. 

The pdxudpd quc^ons to which the Council had to give 
attention were the return &om intemnicnt on Hcn|smi Island 
of a number of the leaders of the la te tevolt; the repamaxion, 
at the expense of the Government, of Imoi QfEcers who lud 
been serving in the Hefaa Army or in tnc Arab regime at 
Damascus, and who were left landed on Its coUap^; the 
organization of a Civil Admmiitiation under Iraqi ofEdals; 
the drafting of the elc&ital law; and a scheme for the forma¬ 
tion of an Iraq Army. Under ^e Naqtb’s wise dJrtdion the 
Council carded on their work with surprising efficiency and 
absence of fd^on; and is the tneanwhile many other 
Iraqis of experience and educadon who had held or 
milit^ appointments under the Turksj as well as private 
indiTtduaJs. were ftrcaming back to rheir country and becom¬ 
ing available for employment under the new rfgime. It was 
in faft the advent of this contingent from Syna, who had 
mo^ly been enthusiaAic adherents of Amir Faisal's cause:, 
which Aartcf^ or tevived, the demand for him in Iraq, and of 
course ar this time the queAion of the new ruler and die 
characterofthcpcnmnent^ovemment which was to succeed 
the ptesent provisional regime was bdng discussed in every 
coffee-shop. 

In the meanwhile^ in conne&ion with the new departure of 
TOlicy in Iraq the control of its deAuues bad been transferred 
from the India Office to the Colonial OHfice, of which Mx. 
WinAon Cbnrdiill had now assumed the portfolio on transfer 
from the War Office. In order speedily to acquaint himself 
with the ftcings of his sphere and to consider the vatious 
aspeas of the future of the Middle EaSt, he determined to 
summon a conference ar Cairo cady in March, which 1, 
among other British rcprescDt^res in this region, was bidden 
ro attend. Thanks to the satisfaftory worloi^ of the provi¬ 
sional Goyctnmcnr, I was able to leave Bagdad at the end of 
February in R.LM.S. Hardinge in company with Sir Ayl- 
^ Ildt^e, G,O.C in Mesopotamia, takmg with me Sasun 
Effcndi, Wimaer of Finance, and Jaafar Pasha, MiniAer of 
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Defence in the Pcovisicuifil Iraq Gnvetnment; and among 
the Bdrish SuiT, Major Gcocml E. H. Atkinson^ Adviser to 
the Mkii^' of Works; licut. Col. S. Sbter, LCS., Financial 
Adviser; and Miss Gettmde Bclk OdentaJ Sectetsoy, 
Major G^mcial Sir Edmund Ironside; Commanding the troops 
in Persia was also a member of the party, while Sir Ed^ 
Bonham (^ttcr, JudiciaJ Adviser, had charge during my 
absence. 

Apart from the incidental advantage of achieving peisonal 
touen with ouc new MiniSenaJ Chief, who had been Secittary 
of State for War w^hen I had Ia$t met him in the txiundl cham¬ 
ber, and of bdng able to discuss with liim Mesopocamtan 
problems in gene^, it was dear that tlte main queftions which 
would have to be threshed out at the Qmfefenoe would be;, 
the cedudion of the present heavy expenditure; the qualihea- 
tions of the various possible candidates for the throne of 
Iraq; the treatment of the Kurdish provinces; and the 
nature and composition of tlic force to be created for the 
defence of the new State in the future. 

As regards the question of espenditutc, if my memory serviw 
me pght the figure for the year had been 37 millions 
fterling, whereas the Commandcr-in-Chicf and 1 had come 
prepared with a draft scheme providing for tedu^on forth¬ 
with to 20 millions, with a progressive annual redu^on 
thereafter, until the irreducible minimum should be reached. 

The Secretary of State seemed no little idievod at the 
receipt of this preliminary news on our arrival. 

As to the second que^on, it 'A'os easier to arrive at a 
result by the process of cltminanon. My experience of pubtk 
feeling on the que^don in Iraq bad oonvinc^ me tliat among 
the several lo^ candidates whose names had been sug- 
eesred from time to time there was no indi vidual vidio would 
^ accepted or even toletated by all parties in Iraq, while 
among the non-Iraqi possibLUtics there was no doubt what¬ 
ever diat one of the family of the Shetif of &lecca (King 
Hussein of the Hejaz) would command the moH general if 
not the univeissd support of the inhabitants. 1 myself knew 
none of the family except from heax-say, but in the absetKc of 
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acv ftesh c?indidate who might he sagge^ « *e 

1 went to Cairo ptqjated to fccotnnStW tl»l that one o 

Hussein’s 4 sons whom a consensus of ^ 

to be the mo« Ukely to fit the pair, should be 

his clttnce with the pcopb of Iraci. It is common knou-dedge 

that the Amir Faisa] won the ballot. 

The other impamnt queSbon discus^ was the tiamirai 
to be accorded to the Kuidish di^nas m the m^datod tctfi- 
tonr and in this conncaion it was decided to make an attempt 
to ascertain the wislies of the Kurdish cotnmuiunes as to tlie 
degree of their prospeflive inclusion in, or separation tron\ 

the liati State. , ,. ■ _ 

But before the results could be made public it was incum¬ 
bent on the Seoeraiy of State on his home to 

before the Cabinet the conclusions reached at dw Cot^ei^«. 
and unfoctunateir owing to the pte-ocoipanon of 
Government with matters of grave imwmna at bomc^ 
much needed announcement on the subjett by the beerctary 

of State was delayed until June. - ..j u„ 

On the 13th lunc, on the fttength of tclcgt^« received by 
Tiaqis from the'Hqaz, news was publi^ed m Bagdad that t^ 
Amur Faisal was leaving for Mq, Fnendiy t^cg^ jassed 
a day or two later between King Hussem and His Highness 
the Naqib and on iind Amir Faisal sent a pciso^ wrelew 
ereetkE to the Naqib announcing hb early arei vd at Basrah, 
SleanAle the publiatioo of the Sccrc^ of States pro¬ 
nouncement of poUcy had given to the bulk of the jsopul^on 
that for which they had he^ asking, namely gui^oc from 
the Government whose obliMtion it was to oner advice. The 
depress delusion of a republican form Govw^ent ^ 
iCOTeniscd to be in accord with the tiadmoas of Is^ while 
xbe assurance of H.M’s Govcniinent that they would regard 
the Amir Faisal as a suitable ruler should he be chosen by^ the 
ncople of Iraq dissipated apprehensions bom of prcvmus 
bdsundciaandings. But the Amir himself was jus own 
advocate. It was as the result of the popular tributes that he 
tcccix’cd during the fiiit fortnight of Ins presence m Inq thai 
His Highness the Naqib, without any consultation with me, 
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proposed to the Council on July i ith a resolution, 'which was 
unanimously approved, that the Amir Faisal should be 
dedared fGne, on condition that his government should be a 
constitutional, reptesentative and democratic one, On re¬ 
ceiving a copy of the resolution according to the ustml routing 
1 teplkd that before concurring in or coafiiming it I felt it 
necessary to fortiJy myself with direS evidence of the choice of 
the people by means of a referendutn and the task of calling 
out the measure was at once put b hand* Tlic people of the 
Sukiroaniyeh IHarict of Southern KuidiSan dradod to 
abstain, as they were at liberty to do, from takbg any part b 
the deSion of a King for the Iraq ; with this exception the 
referendum was ap|wcd dtcoughout the country and the 
results showed <>6 p« «nt. of the votes to be b favour of 
Amir Faisal’s dc&on, the temainbg 4 commg 

mainl y from the Tutooman and Kurdish communities of 
Kirkuk. On iSth August the Ministry of the Interior informed 
I-Iis Highness the Naqib, as President of the Coundl, that an 
ovecvhelmbg majotitv of the people supported the Amir 
Faisal's election and accordmgly on ajra August in the 
presence of tepreseniatives of all local communities and 
deputations from every Liwa and Iraq, cnaxpt Sulainuiniych 
and Kirkuk, I proclaimed His Highness the Aaur Faisal to 
have been duly cicftcd Kbe of Iraq and at the same time 
annaunced ills recognition as Kingtby His Britannic Majesty's 
Government. 

Queful to tread 'with di^iy and b conformity with the 
constitutional pra&ice usual on the accession of a Sovereign, 
Fits Highness The Naqib and the Provisioual Govemment 
formally tendered their resignation to the King, "who while 
thanking them for their services tequeSltd them to continue 
b otiice until a new Cabinet should be formed. It was then 
my gratcfiil duty to btimate to the Naqib that His Maje 9 y 
King George b itcoguition of his services to bis oountrj' had 
been pleas^ to confer on him the high chitiuftion of Knight 
Grand Commander of the Order of the British Empire. King 
Faisal followed with a speech m which he Sated the principle 
by which his Govemment would be guided, bsL^ng on the 
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maintcMBoe of the alliance between Great Britain and Iraq 
which he said sliould be embodied in an inilTument to be 
conhimcd by the Nanonal Cbogtess as soon as conv^d- 
But it was an insecure and troubled hediagc on which the 
new Kjfig of Iraq had catetecL Oq the North the Turks* 
though theoretically the position was one of prolonged are^- 
tice, pending conclusion of peace* were in clearly ho^olc 
Tudnah garosons uptl poSts along the &ondfir were incrcasra 
and the Kurds incited to rise. In June 1921 a Turkish Official 
reached Rowanduz within the Iraq frontier* with a smaU 
of jfTfgitlaT^, Stilled up ^ the tiih^ in the noghbouihood smd 
tntcniiittendy kept tlic whole of KurdiStap in i fcrnicnt 
finally espeUed in the spring of in June 1921 an able 
Coromandcr of Turkish Irregulars, bearing the sobriquet of 
** Yuzdcmii,'^ atrived in Kurdi^ and embarked on an 
intensive emnpaign. among the tribes, sot^ of their contin* 
gents advancing as fat as Rania. Disafie^on soon spread to 
rile tribes of Sulaimaniyeh; the Hamavand revolted and a 
gen^ ciy arose from* Sulrimaniyeh that the only way to 
compose situarion was to allow back Sheikh Mal^ud who 
had Wtt deported by us in 1915. As we were not disposed to 
roocenpy the diitrift for the present nothing was to be lo^ 
Jjy giving Sl^cikh Mihniud ^Jiothcc txiaJ ^nd lie wSiS loSfcillctl 
a/tei givmg the mod binding assurances. Sirailaily, on the 
descit frontier of Iraq to the south-wi^ tire bedouin tribes 
had since the early part of 1921 been in a continual dare of 
unied as the result of the oiretadons of the Sultan of Nejd 
againit his enemy Ibn Rashid and the Shammar tribes of 
Hayil* In consequence a large infliut into Iraq of fugitive 
Shammat went on throughout the year 1911 and naturally had 
s deplorable efiriSi on the tdaiions between Iraq and Nejd* 
whira was aggtavated, when, exalted by his capture of Hayil 
in November, Ibn Saud claimed allegiance from the eadem 
Anirab tribe which liad always been attached to Iraq. In dre 
following March a serious attack took place by a ftrong raid¬ 
ing party of Ibn Saud's “ Ahhwan*” as the Wahabis now 
Style riiemselvcs, upon a harmless encampment of paStoral 
nomads guarded by a detachment of the Iraq Camel Corps* 
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some JO miles south of the railw line and neat ^ provi¬ 
sional frontier. It could be taken (or granted that Im Sulta^ 
fll his distant capital, would repudiate the ho 9 ile aoion of lus 
iK)t-hcadcd tribwm^ and for us to have iwrasiim m 
retaliation without fuSi communicating with the rcsponsiWc 
Ruler, might have resulted in a itatc of war betwet'a 
Sultan of Ncjd and Itaq, which would have been a caiamitv 
froin all points of view j nevertheless some aeroplanes ^Ittch 
were sent to obtain news, baviag been fired on* were otogM 
to reply and a grave framing imniediateljr addressed W 
me to Ibn SamTletnoc^trating with him for this unpti^kcd 
raid by his tnbwmcn; reminding him of the provisional 
frontier which had been agreed upon and urging him to con¬ 
cert with me anangctncncs for its fonnal settiemCTi. 

Ever since King Faisal’s advent to Iraq I had left no ftonc 
unturned in the mfikult endeavour to ptouioie cordial rela- 
doRs between the two potentates, with allies of H.^s 
Government and regarded with afleftioft by mysm, wtd it 
would have been a bitter petscoal as well as oflidai tlisa^ 
pointment to me. had a serious breach occurred. But die 
posidon of H.M’^s High Commissioner was a moft delicam 
one at this time. The news of the raid had creatiod^ pxofo^d 
indignation in ocitaiii quartets in Ballad and immediate 
cepdsals were demanded without any rcfic&ioti as to w heth e r 
means eidsted for carrying them oui.^ It was even su^^cd 
quite seriously tliat the raid bad been InSrigated by the Hritish 
authorities as a of maHng Iraq r eali se the extent tif her 
dependence upon us I Unfortunately the episode took place 
at a moment when a serious divergence of view already 
exiited berween the Bririsb and the Iraq Governments as to 
the precise ngtare of their reiarions with one another. It was 
extraordinary with what aversion the mandatory idea had 
always been regarded in Iraq. Tlic mere terms “ Mandatory " 
and “ Mandate ” vrere anatnema to them &om the fkft, for 
the simple reason, 1 am com'inced* that the words translate 
badly into Arabic, or rather were wrongly rendered in the 
Arabic press when they firft emerged ftom the Peace Con¬ 
ference. I assume the term tnandaroiy to have been intro- 
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da«d by in iponsot, PKSidcnt Wibon. to tht pat ricuh ,jmd 
iccogni'cd sense of “ one wlio mideit^« w io fat 

arottet with legatd to ptopem- placed in hts hands b) the 
S'; "the other” in‘this ease being the togue of 
Nations! while the “mandate” is dte conttaS "’J;* 

setricc is perfonned. But It was taken ui Iraq m 

sense of “ an authodtadve requirement, as by a soveiagu , 

and the "mandatory” as one who asj^s^Jhe 
Two widely difiemrt conceptions. MisundeiStandm^; their 
meaning, as they did, there m always intense caress on 
the part of those In authority m Iraq, to grt nd of the 
c^^sions, as defining their telanons with us, and much 

needless controversy was the resuk. 

H M*s Govemment had indeed agreed on my rccoi^cn- 
darion, that the teims of our mandatory tenons w^tb 
should be set out in the form of a treaty, instead of ^ ^ 
^fted but King Faisal and his MiniSets now unmt f^er 
Sind pressed for the complete abrogation of the mandatory 
relation, as being incompatible with country s indepen¬ 
dence and its repkeement by a simple ^ty of ailianw; 
whereas the British Government had in mind a trea^ within 
the scope of the mandate. It was as 1 liavc said unfortunate 
dut this acute difference should have been sync^nous 
the incident of the desert raid. The and-mandate agitation 
gained impetus and continued throughout the summec. In 
Tunc a vigorous campaign ftarted in the Arab Press; symp- 
lows of disorder again tegan to appew on the Euphrans. 
wliilc the coUc^on of revenue dropped to v^shmg ^latt 
and though at the end of June the Coundl of Ministers 
accepted the treaty, it was with the chaiaSemStic reserv^on 
^h at It should not be ratified tmril agreed to by the forth¬ 
coming Constituent Assembly. The monik of AuguSt was 
marked by the formation of two extremis political p^ies, 
and on the ifith of that month the whole of the existing 
moderate Gabber, unable to keep the extremis elemeue 
withb bounds, resigned, with the exception of the Naqib 
who retabed his noit as Prime Minister b the hope of pre¬ 
venting a knd-sliue. 
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Meanwhile the extrcini^t elements pioclaimtd that a n<nv 
Cabinet was to be formed out of tlicir number, imdcr the 
presidency of a certain religious firebrand and a joint mani- 
feto was published in the vernacular papers d^ndjng that 
tlic tiritisb element iiv the administration, should be entirely 

eliminated. , , .j. 

It was in such a highly charged attnospheic that on a stining 
day in Aueuit, the ajid to be ptecisc, I proceeded officially to 
the Palace to ofer my congratulations to His Majesty on this 
the fir^ anniversary of his accession, and juft before eniering 
the building was treated to an anti-nundaie dcmonfttation 
by what proved to be a small packed crowd. I took ictt' 
mcebate fteps to demand an apology, which vas^^orfed, 
but at the same moment it was announced that King F^l 
had been ftruck down by a sudden and dangerous attack of 
appendicitis, necessitating an immediate operation and in- 
volving hi& complex insuSation bom the aifaits of fo& 
some time to come. I was thus heed with a unique if critical 
situation The cabince had resigned; the King was incapaci¬ 
tated ; the Bagdad Vilayet and the Euphrates tribes were on 
die verge of Ecbeillofi to all appeaMces likely to be not less 
serious dian that of 1920 and oigani^d bv the same elements. 
The Turks at the same moment, with their pteftige ctcady 
increased by their defeat of the Greeks, were in Rowandbz and 
Rania and were threatening Subimaniyeh, No authority 
in Ika left in the country ciEcept my own as High Commia- 
sioncr and I felt bound to use it to the fuJL A^itfingly a 
prodanuuion was at once issued ciplaining the situation and 
Stating that the emetgent measures which were being taken did 
not pottend any change in the settled pohey of H.M’s Govern- 
mem. At the same time all friendly and moderate persons who 
had the wel£u« of their country at heart were called, upon to 
tally to the side of the High CommUsionra: and resiil irres¬ 
ponsible agitators. The ringleaders were forthwith arreftod ; 
the two new eanrcmiSl parties closed down and certain mis- 
chiev'ous papexs suppressed. At the same dme ^ the two 
Persian divines who had been responsible for the and-Forcign 
manifeftoes were advised to repair to their own bomdand 
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or the benefit of their health, while some of the Arab officials 
Offl the Lower Euphrates who bf their intripues had foaeied 
the (iisaifcflioo, srerc dismissed or transreircd* 

The t&fl: of these measurets was ioftantancous; and ^cept 
for a few isolated a^s of dehance, and the chronic unrest in the 
Kurdish districts which continued for some time to respond 
to Turkish propaganda and incitement, the whole of Iraq 
proper was quiet by* September rotb. On that ikte King 
Faisal was leponcd Strong enough to give me an interview, 
whereat he thanked me cofdtaUy'for the iSdoa taken during 
the interregnum. 

But the north-eaftetti frontier continued to give cause for 
anricty. A Levy force from Sukimanjyeh, pursuing a band of 
KurdisJi rebels having become invoK'cd too far from their 
base, an Indian regiment was sent to icintotce them; the 
combined force getring into difficult country sudered a tc- 
verse near Rania in la September and was wi^ diffi¬ 
culty ovTrif^tgil ; in consequenoe it was decided to wiffidniw 
all British person^ from Sulaimaniych and the withdrawal 
was carried out fay air in the course of a day witteut the 
slightest hitch—a remarkable example of uie utility and 
d&encv of die air-method b such ciicmuSanoes. It was 
undoubtedly a disappobring setback, but xvith Sheikh Mah¬ 
mud b control of the town cfTe&vc adminiSfration from 
Bagdad cait of Erbil, Kifri and Kirkuk had become impos- 
sihlc. 

Fortunately at this ftage the free of the pifrurt was trans¬ 
formed by the execution of a measure decided upon b prin¬ 
ciple at the Cairo Conference eighteen months bctbrct namdy 
the placing of ail the Timerial Forces m Iraq, Ground Troops, 
Ijcvics and Royal Ait Force, under the Command of the Air 
Officer Commsindbg. Tt liad not been btended to bring the 
change bto force until a setdement had been reached wiffi 
Turkey and the northern boundary detconbed, but Air 
Marshal Sir John Salmond assumed tiiarec from nSt Oftober 
itfia, and the vigorous air adtion taken bfom that date agabd 
the Turks and their adherents whenever bey showed thdr 
heads bid the cfiect 4 months later of forcbg them to xvith- 

538 




SIRPERCYCOX 


dfaw entirely from the diStrift and to coocCTtrate in 

K.o^andti2, whence they were irnally cjeftetl In April 1913. 

With tlw rcaoration of the King's health die moment had 
come for the baalmcflt of a new Cshbct, which the Naqih 
had succeeded in forming by the end of Sepwmbet 
DiOkulties with regard to the Titacy and the Mandate had 
by now been cleared aw^ in cooesj^ncknee with the 
Secretary of Stare and on Oaobti toth His Highness the Na- 
qib and 1 signed the Treaty of Alliance between Great Britam 
and Iraq, which was published on 13 th Ofbbcr, together 
with a Proclamation by liis Mafcsty King Faisal to his people 
expressing his profound sttisfafHott wnh the event. The 
period Fot which this, the original Treaty, to run was 
20,years, and during the long ncgociadons which led up to it 
nothing less than i j years wtis ever discossed, but, as the 
sequel shows, the p^od was destined to be coDsiderably 
curtailed. 

With the near approach of the ficS tausanne Conference 
Turkisli propagan^, suggesting the intended tc^oiaikin of 
Iraq to TutKcy, grew Wronger and Stongei and had con¬ 
siderable effefi both OB the Sheikhs of the hnphiatcs and the 
inhabitants of nonhem Iraq. The King’s Indc on aia 
Oftober ordering demons fbi the ConSrituent Ajssemhly, 
which was to accept the Treaty and pass an Organic Law- 
laying down the Con^tution was countered by a " fatwah ” 
or religions decree couafietsigned by some disaffe&d divines 
of Karbala and Kad himai n, forbidding partidparion in the 
demons. 

It was now realised that a more vigorous line of affcion 
on the port of the Iraq Govetnmem was needed to cope -with 
these adverse forces^ and the venerable Naqib who had re¬ 
mained at the helm of aifairs so galbncly t^ngh so many 
changes of weather fek that the time had come when he could 
resign the ship of State to the command of a younger man, and 
he was succeeded by Abdul Muhsin Bey, who teconStru&ed 
the Cabinet. 

At this itmSuie a change of Govcmmcni took place in 
England which profoundly a^ded the future in Iraq, The 
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CoaJidon Government uniici which the Iiaq Treaty Had been 
named and signed had resigned on 25rd to days 

after its signature, and the que^on of Iraq became a premia 
nent pJank in the course of the g^ctal elcdion wliich foL 
lowed i a fierce newspaper catnpaij^n being conduced againS 
Ihe expenditure of British money in the country and scrcral 
members of the new House of Commons pledging themselves 
to work for its evacoadon by the British at the earlier mo* 
meat. As a consequence, a Cabinet Comminee was set up ui 
London in December to decide upon the future of Iraq, 
Meanwhile the Treaty lately signed, with its lo years dunidon 
clause, had not been ratified, while at the firSt Lausanne Con¬ 
ference the Turkish delegates had resolutelv tefiised to 
entertain any idea of the Mosul Vilayet reimhung with Iraq, 
or to refer the Turco-Iraq fronder question to the League. 

It was of course open to Great Bdtain to refuse to ratify 
the Treaty and thus for 4 months Iraq^ remainetl in dire 
suspense (fiooded all the time with Turkish propaganda) as 
to whether she would not aftei ail be fiandcd tkek to Turkey. 

I was called home to attend the deliberations of this Con¬ 
ference and Sir Henn’ Dobbs having in the meanwhile 
ardvod, on appointment as Counsellor to the High Com- 
mission, witli the prospefi of succeeding me at the end of my 
term, I left for London on 19th Jannaiy 1925, leaving: him in 
charge, and though he was no stranger to the country, having 
served with me for z years* early in the war, the situation 
which he had to take over was full of awkward possibilities, 
I returned from mv mission on jiSt March bringing with 
me the results of the deliberadons of H.M's new Government, 
They were in the shape of a draft Protocol to the Treaty of 
Alliance, reducing the dtuadon of the treaty fom ao years to 
(the period to commence on the date of the rarlficadon of 
the Treaty of Peace by Turkey) but conduding with a con¬ 
soling provision that " Nothing in this Protocol shall prevent 
a fresh agrecmcni horn bdng concluded, with a view to regu¬ 
late the subsequent relarions between High Contrai£ting 
Parties; and negototions shall be enrered into between them 
before the expiration of the above period/' ITiis document 
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was signed by tbe Prime Minister of liaa and myself on the 
ibth April 1923, and may be said to have been my laSt official 
a£k as High ^xmnissionet; Rsr being due for leave before ffie 
advent of the hoi-weathcr pending rcd tenwnt fiom the ser^ce 
and hav ing many thin^ to sec to before my departure, 1 was 
contcpr to leave the mro&ion of current Ed^n in the crpo* 
rir nf^ of my Counsetlor and successor. Sir Hei^ 

Dobbs. 

In eo fn piiing this ttatrative of the penod of 

OUT association, it has not been possible for me to aUodc 
repeatedly to the great degree to wmcb Gertrude Bell enjoyed 
my coiffidcaoc ana I her devoted co-opetanoQ, a co-upetation 
whicb 1 know &om my successor she rendered with same 
of purpose to him. Her iettexs will tel! their own 


Story. 


P, 2 .C 


54* 


Br RE. SfR HENRY DOBBS, K,C,S.L, etc. 

High Ccm/ffisnemr Jer /be Iraq 

On 22nd Decembct, i5f22, I loi'Tcd io Bacdad ip talce op 
the flcwJy cteated poSt of Coooseiior to me Coin- 
missiooec, with the puosceft of succeeding Sir Poecy Cox 
when, as was undersiooUj he naired in the cDsuiojE year. 
The prospeft was not a Ero one, since it was poa^iWe that, 
as a of the delilxratiofis of the British Gabinci;, there 
might shortly ^ no Hi^ Commissioner to siuxcctL .\lmoSt 
immediately on my amval. Sir Percy Cos was summoned to 
London to assist in those delibcrotious, and be left Bagdad by 
ait on 19th January, 1923, He did not ag^ take an aaivc 
part in the genciaJ work of the High Commissioner, tetuming 
only to ann ounce the new policy of the British Government, 
to sign die Protocol of the Treaty necessitated by the change, 
and to prepare for his final depaiture on leave, which took 
place on 5id May, 1925. 

On taldng up thc w-ork of High Commissioner Ip January, 
j, I ft>und triat all hope of lioldiag an early elcflion for the 
C!on^taeot Assembly had vanished, while the TutMsb threat 
on the north was growing more insistent. The fir^ Lausanne 
Conference was on the verge of collapse. In Sulaimaniya the 
newly restored Sheikh Mahmud was already showing signs 
of revolt. The mass of the people of Iraq were silent, ahawing 
that strange and admirable restraint with which Orient^ 
peoples awidt the fulhlmcnt of the purposes of God; but 
tmshakeable through all had been their belief (dimmed only 
for a time in the murk of the years succeeding me war) in the 
generosity and high purpose of Great Britain towards weaker 
peoples. ^ 

Sir Percy Cox returned on the 31^ March, 1923, bnngiag 
with lum the tesok of the deliberadons of the Bddsh Govern* 
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nocnt ia the shape of a draft Protocol to the Treaty of Alliance, 
The Protocol cut down the period of the Treaty frotn twenty 
years to a tnaxunutn of four years from the date of ratification 
of peace with Totkey, ^tnd provided that, if before the lapse 
of that maxirBuin perlodt IratJ bccatne a member of the Leain^e 
of Matiotis, the Treaty should terminate immediairly. The 
PtOTOcol was signed on jeth April, ijaji The more fac- 
sedng people feared that the reduced period was too short 
to enable Iraq to Sand opon her own feet, and the sO'Oalled 
pio-British sections of the popuUtiom, especially some of the 
Euphrates tribes, the inhabitants of Basra and the Assyrians 
of Mosul, ptolesscd to regard this redu^on as i bcttayal of 
ifeir intetefts. But the politkiam Of Bagdad and Mosul 
welcomed it with enthusiasm, and even King Faisal and 
his Minivers, while eitprcssing oooSant graOtude for the 
support 5ind favours received io the past, were undisguirediy 
d^glitcd a near term had been put to authoritative coii- 
tiorby Great Britain of thek afiaiis. 

Sir'Percy Cox left Iraq at the beginning of May, 1923, 
amid spontaneous dcmonaiarions of affection and regret 
from ^ classes of the population. During his absence in 
London I had in January, 1925, taken Steps to le^rc general 
confidence in the race of^the Turkish threats. For this purpose 
a force, composed partly of British and partly of Irai^ troops, 
moved up to Mosul, and His Highness the Amir Zoid, 
the brother of King Faisal, who had arrived in Iraq in Novmu- 
ber, 1922, took up his residence at Mosul to initiaie ^Itiical 
measures for winning over Kurdish sentiment to the Iraq 
side. He also superintended the formation of a force of Arab 
tribal irtegtdars to operate, if need be, against invaders of 
the plains tc the wea of Mosul. This demonstration, com¬ 
bined with the firm ^tand of the British represenratives at 
Lausanne, bad an immediate efiefr on the whole country. 
But Turkish irregulars remained at Ruwandua, and plans 
for a Kurdish rising with the co-operation of Sheikh Mahmud 
of Sulaimaaiya came to light. To foresail such a combination. 
Sheikh Mahmud^s hcadqu^cts were bombed from the air 
and he took to the taountains. It was now time to complete 
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the Mcihcadon of the frontier by the reocctipation of Rn- 
wanduz. Two columns of tioow advanced on the town, 
which the Turkish irrcgulm ana thdr leader, Euz Demir, 
evacuated without fighting on aind A pal, two days 

before the second confcicrcc of Uasanne began its sitting. 

The of Ruwanduz was placed under the i^il 

Division and the Kuitlish leader, Saiyad Taha, the hereditary 
chieftain of Nca, who was at that time a refugee in Iratj, 
was appointed Qairamatjam, He was a man of strong char¬ 
acter and of great reputation among the Kurds, ^ his 
appointment was an earnest of the wish of ^ British and 
Iraq Govetnments to administer the Kurdish diitnfis through 
Kurdish offid^. Helped by the presence of a battalion of 
Assyrian Levies, he succeeded in excluding Turkish influence 
from the important Strategic centre of Ruw^anduz, 

A few weeks after the "reoccupaiioo of Ruwanduz, Sulai- 
maniya was tcmpomdly occupied and Shdkh Mahmud fled 
across the Persian border. It ^d been hoped to set up some 
form of autonomous adminiittation thcie with the help of 
friendly Kurdish leaders, but it proved impossible to lock up 
a large number of troops vriiich might still be needed on the 
nortltem firontier, and no Kurdish chief could be found Strong 
enough to resist the Influence of Sheikh Mahmud without such 
backing, Sulaimaniya was accordingly evacuated on aoth 
June, ipaj, and SheiJdi Mahmud allowed to return there for 
1 time and to resume his domiaadon of the centre of the 
division, while the outlying parts were detached and placed 
under the Imq admuuStradon, 

The ^ntiets having thus been Strengthened and the 
Turkish menace for the tiine Staved off, the field was free to 
deal with the agicadon of the reaflaonaiy Shiah divines agalnSl 
the dc^ions for the Constituent Asscmblv. By July, 1923, 
their demeanour towards King Faisal ana toward the Iraq 
(^vemment had become intolerably arrogant, and King 
Faisal saw no other way than to auihodse tlte deportation 
of their leader, Sheikh MalidJ ai Khaltsi, The depomdon 
was arranged and canied out esdusjvdy by Arab agency, 
and was followed by the voluntary exodus to Persia of seveAl 
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other prominent Pcisism tlivines ^ a ^htic protefl. Tlic Irac^ 
GovKnmeat decided that it would be unsafe to ^nnit any 
of these personages to retuen before the conclusicui of 
eteffions and the radfication by the Congruent Assmbiy 
of the Treaty of Alliance with Graz BntaiHi This decision, 
although it caused acitation in Pcftia^ was at^pted as wise 
th^uchout Iraq. Kong Faisal had dining this period made 
1 progress throughout the whole country for the puroosc of 
explaining his policy and exhorting the petwie to take part 
in the eketions, and I followed shortly afterwards in hh 
Steps, so that t^ people were left in no doubt as to the 
identity of purpose of the British and Iraq Govemments. 
Maving thus ptepared the ground, the laq Government 
ordered that the clcOioos should begin again, and the com¬ 
pletion of the r^istiation of primary de ftots, which bid 
befote been found impiafticable, was everywhere carried 
through with success, the most distant tribesmen of foe 
Euphiatcs and of the Kurdish hills enroUmg dicmsclvtt with 
astonishing alacrity, The politicai atmosphere had, in faft. 
desired as if by magic and the progress of foe deftions, 
notwitlTiianjding foe complications of foe EieSoral Law, 
thitaicnfid to be so that it was neccssaty to delay it, 
for fear that the Constituent Assembly should sit before foe 
various agreements suhsidkiy to the Treaty of Alliance 
with Great Britain were ready for hs ajnsidcration. The 
registrarion of primary deftors was fi r all y completed by 
i6th Deamber, 1925, secondary deftions began on ajtn 
Fcbtuaiy, 1914, and all results were dedated by die middle 
of March, t9a4. 

Apart from foe labours of die Iraq Government and mysdf 
over the provisions of foe ** subsidiary agreements/’ the kte 
summet and autumn of 192} were marked only by the growing 
tension between Iraq and ibn Sand consequent partly on 
raids carried out upon Ncjd territory by the Shammar who 
bad taken tefoge in Iraq when Ibn Saud took Hail in 1921. 
Finally a cotiforcnce was arranged at Kuwait under foe 
piesitl^cv of Colonel Kneot, lately Afting Resident In the 
Persian ^ulf, to decide oueftanding questions not only be^ 

545 



LETTERS OF GERTRUDE BELL 


ewccn Nc)d and but also benrcen Nejd ami Hcjaa ami 
Tom Jordan, Ie tuil oa 17^1 Eteccmbw* and ivas in a 
fair way tn achieve some setdement, at all events between 
Iraq anil Nejd, viien on i4ih March, i<^24, a very sciioua 
raid by Akliwan, not le^s than 2,000 ^ong, was earned ovt 
npon the Iraq fender nomads, i8fi petsons, men, women 
and chUdien betng' killed, and 2{ii,ooo sheep and 5,700 donkey's 
capttiicd. This aroosed sneh indignation in Iraq that tnc 
coofeence had to be abandoned. 

In the meantime die Cabinet of dbclu] Muhsm Beg had 
iwigned on i6th November, as a consequence of 

diderences of opinion with His Majc^ King Faisal, leaving 
the subsidiary agreements tncomplcte. Ja£ir Pasha succeeded 
him as Prime hfitilS^er and conduded the disraissinnr of the 
Agteements subsidiary to the Treaty. They were signed on the 
a^th Mardr, 1924. The whole In^tumcnt of AUiance was 
thus ready for submission to the Confdtucnt Assemi^y, 
w’hich was opened by His Majesty King Faisal on 27th March, 
1924. The month bad already been made eventful by the 
declaradon of King Husain as Khalifa, which enhanced the 
prc^gc of the Hashlmite house. 

The debates on the Treaty and Agteements in the Q}n£ti- 
tuent Assembly lafted until toth June, 15)24, the issue growing 
more and more doubtful as ihe country dqiutics under 
the influence of cenam eitiemi^ lawyers and coffcc-housc 
poliddans of Bagdad. There was much mistepresentation 
some solid ground for dissatishidion in the Ivcavy bardeos 
imposed on Iraq by the obligation sirmiitaneously to expand 
the Army, redeem the captraJ coft of the railway and shoi^er 
a large share of the Ottoman E>cbt. This difficult position 
had been hroi^ht about mainly by the cutting down of the 
Treaty pedod fem twenty to four years. For wliereas, under 
the arrangements cuntemplated in the odginal Treaty, Iraq 
w'ould have been able to crpand her army vittv gradually, 
she was now’ forced into a feverish and nraSt expensive 
programme^ with little real hofw of being able in so short a 
time to produce an army fit for extcmal ^encc. Moteover, 
at the Cairo Coofetence of i5)ar, which laid down the original 
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policy, the future fcvcnues of Iraq had been j^ravdy o^r- 
eftiniated on the basis of the momentarv prospctiiy suocee^g 
tbc wat. With sbninkea nvenues axiii tnctcasi^ obligatioos, 
it was fcaied that the conditioDS of tbc Ftnanctal Agtecment 
if Iraq attempted to fulfil them, drive her to bank- 
nipicy. Anothci jifteat objedion felt to the Ticaty WM that 
it contained no d^nite undeciaktng that the economic and 
judkial capituktions. fomcriy enjoyed m the old Tuikiih 
Empire by ccimin European Powers and by the United States 
of America, should be wiogatod. llmrc was incicly a clause 
laying down that in consequence of the ** con-applicatioa *’ 
of tliesc immunities^ cdc& would be given to reasonable 
provisions to safeguard the intere^ of fordgnets in judicial 
mattcia. 

On aoth April, 1924, the Gmunittee of the Assembly, 
appointed to £tudy me Treaty and Agreements, pcesimted a 
report containing some able critidsm, the work of Yarin 
Posba, President of the Committee, Agitation agal;^ the 
Treaty, which had already led to the attempted assassination 
of two prO'Treaty deputies, increased ana k became dear 
that, w'ithont some assurance regarding future finandaJ 
treatment, there was Uttlc hope of passing the Treaty. On 
the other tumd k w'as not feasible to accept any amendments 
in the Treaty and Agteements befote tatiftadon, as this would 
have thrown all tbc rdations between Great Britain and Iraq 
back into the mdting-pot and have created diffietddes both 
in Pngtapf! and in Iraq ^ Finally, hlis Alajcstv^s 

Government gave an undertaking that, after rarificatioo, 
they would tcconstdci the hnandal obligations of Iraq. 
This somewhat cased the situation, but also in some quarters 
increased the expectation of fimber British concessions and 
the antUTreaty agitation continued. Mis Britannic Ma]cdy% 
Govenunent therefore resolved to put an end to a tension 
which was becoming dangerous, by bringing tbc Iraq Man- 
dace befote tbe l^eaguc of Nations at the session of June, 
1924, and announced that, if tbc Iraq Assembly had reached 
no tkdsion by loth June, this would be taken as a reje^on 
of tbc Tteaty, As a result, the Conftitucnr Assembly accepted 
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tiic Treaty and Agreements shortly before midnight on lo^ 
June, stadng in a rider to thdr rcsoturion that they did so b 
reliance on the assurance that, after rarificati^ tlie British 
Govemtnenr would ** amend with all possible speed the 
Financkt Agreement in the spirit of generosity and sj'mpathy 
for w’hich the British people are famous.” 

The acceptance of the Treaty was a notable landmark, for it 
has been the only inSance since the dose of the war of a 
complete and voluntary agreement to define tiiturc relations 
between Great Britain and an Arabic speaking community, 
rnafly under freely deded rcpiesenfarive inftitutions op both 
sides. That the narion on me whole was satisfied with 
dedsion was teSified by the number of congratulations which 
1 received &om all parts of the country. 

The Treaty and Agreements were placed before the Coundl 
of the League of Nations on loth September, 1524, The 
League took note of these documents and, on ay^h SeptetolWj 
1914, accepted them as giving effeft to the provisions of Aiticie 
aa of the Covenant of the League for the regulation of the 
relations between Iraq and the Mandatore Power. 

The Treaty and Agreements were tauned by His Britannic 
Majesty King George V on 10th November, 19^4, and by 
His Majesty King Faisal on iitb Dcoeinbef, 1924. 

After disporing of the Treaty the Constituent Assembly 
pmeotded to the consideration of the Ori^ruc Law and the 
Hcftoral Law, which were passed, the firSt on 10th July 
and the second on and Angu^, 1914. The programme kid 
down for Iraq in Mr. V^'inSofi Churchlti's aimounccmcni of 
jidi October, 1922, as a ncccssarv preliminary to the admis¬ 
sion of Iraq to the League of Nations and the termination 
of mandatory relations, had been the ratification of the Treaty 
and subsidiary Agreements, the bringing into dffeft of the 
Organic Law a nd the delimitation of the ftonticis. Iraq had 
now fulfilled her part of the pfogramme. The delimitation 
of the ftontiers depended on Great Britain and Turkey, 
Jafar Pasha and his Cabinet, exhausted with their cfibtts, 
resigned office, the CotiStiment Assembly was dissolved, and 
Y a^n Pasha al Hashimt was made Prime hiiniitcr. 
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The notihem Erontier and tfic Kuidish mountaina had been 
£udy peaceful during the latter pan of I9af, and die fine 
half or i9£4> 1^ SuUunanijra, nowct>'ci. Sheikh Mahmud 

had persisted in oTetSteppiag the houndarics laid down fbr 
him when allowed to return after the withdrawal of the 
troops in juljr, r9a3t and he had to be continuallr threatened 
ftom the air» his lieadtpianets being occasionally bombed, 
Is tlie tniddlc of May» 1904, tnag^raited reports of the agita¬ 
tion in Bagdad againk die Trcaty had encouraged him to more 
afti^e reb^on. The adjoining division of Kirkuk became 
afTcCbed and inrensrve air aflion was taken againit Sheikh 
Mahmud, w’kh die result tbsc he abandoned Sulaimaniya, 
which was CKCUpicd in July, 1924, by a column of Iraq Army 
Cavalry, supported by Assytkm Levies. Sheikh Mahmud 
again Bed aver the Persian ftonder and die remaining pottians 
of the Sukimoniya Division were placed under a vt^ loose 
form of civil admmijtrgtion on behalf of the Imq Government. 
This has not secured complete tranquillity from the local 
deprodadons of outlaws, but the town of Suloimaniya is now 
again Houiisbing and the prosperity of the is gradually 

remming. Hie zone of disorder ha$» at all even cs, been pushed 
&r back from the borders of the settled distd^ of Kirkuk 
and Arbtl. Subiimaniya Itself like the Indo-Afghan border^ 
has never from the remotest dmes iTeen completely padded, 
and it U too much to expert that this will now m accomplished 
in the twinkling of an eye. 

In Aidcle 5 m the Treaty of Lausanne It had been provided 
that the frontier between Turkey and Iraq should be laid down 
in fitjendly arrangement to be coeduded between Turkey and 
Great Britain wuthin nine montlis, and that. In tire event of 
no agreement being reached, the dispute should be referred 
to the Council of the Lea^e ^Nations. Pending the dedalon* 
the two Governments had undertaken that no militB^ or 
other movement should take place which might moemy in 
any way the present stare of the territories in queSitiom 
Dudng May and the firSt weds of Tunc, 1914, Sir Percy Cox 
had carried on in Con^tantinopie ftuidess negotiatinns with 
the Turkish Government on the frontier qu^on. The Turks 
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had been adamant in their demand for the whole Mosul 
Wilayat, and their intiansigeoce had probably been en¬ 
couraged by the reports &om‘lHgt!ad that die Iraq Coo^mcnr 
Aasemblv was about to the Treaty with Great Britai^ 
On 9th jfiiac, t9i4, the dav before the Iraq Assembly accepted 
the Anglo-Inq Ttcaiy, titc Coa^tantinopfe ncgoriarions had 
btoken down. There w'w now noihiug left but a tcfetctice 
of the frontier dispute to the League of Nations, and, in the 
meanwhile the Turks became a&ve on the frontiers. Tlicy 
sent the Wall of Julamerk with a small escort to visit 
which they had been informed in October, t 9 ^ 5 * claimed 
br the British Govetoment to lie withiii the sphere of the 
Iraq AdminiStiatiofi, and in the course of his progress he was 
ambushed by some Assyrian ChnStians ano taken captive, 
but tdeased. At the begirming of S^ember, i 9 i 4 r the 
Turks concentrated troops^ for ihe invasion, of the Assytian 
area, and on the 14th they crossed the River HafeU into what 
was undoubtedly Iraq tendrory. They were met by an arrack 
firom. the air and driven back and thereafter diverted their 
trafch to rite north through the temto^ of the Siodi Guh 
Kurds (ai!i Iraq territory^k through Tvbich they moved and 
Idd waste the Assyrian country, dtiving the Assyrians, some 
8,000 in number, down into tiic valley of Amadia, where 
ihcy had to be supported by the Iraq Govemraect, It a 
remarkable testimony to the success of the Iraq Adminiamt' 
tion and to the gewJ rektions maintained with the Kurds 
that this incursion by the Turks did not lead to a general 
rising on the Mosul frontier againit Ipqt which would have 
been unfortunate, as the League of Nations was at that mo¬ 
ment sitting at Geneva to determine the delinutation of the 
Turco-Iraq fronder. Ulrimatdy, the Turks agreed before 
the League to preserve the jtattij ^ luitil the frontier was 
deddedT A ptdiminaty dispute as to the line of the ^Mms qua 
was settled by a special meeting of the I.caguc at Brussels 
in Odobet, 19*4, and this proviflional line has since been 
known as the * Brussels I-ine,” 

The Frontier Commission, consi^ng of three Commis- 
siunets, eminent subfc^s of Sweden, Belgium and Hungaty, 
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reached Bagdad in January, i^aj, and spent three months 
in examining the frontier. They were accompanied by General 
Jawud Paslia, who had recently commanded the Turkish 
forces cm the Iraq frontier, as Turkish assessor, and Mr. 
fardine, a British Admifudiadve lmpe&»r in the scrurcc of 
Iraq, as British assessor. The Turks had, b the preceding 
ncgoikttotis, demanded a plebiscite of be inhabitants of 
die Mosul W^yat, but thb bad been lesifted by die Britisii 
on the grounds that rhe dreurnstanccs of the population made 
a plebiscite impiaifHcablc. The League of Netions had left 
the metlwds of enquiry cndtcly to the discredon of tlw 
Comnmsbncis, who went a long way towards sadsfying 
the Turkish demand and besides undertaking a derailed ^dy 
of the racial, geogtapbcal and economic faaors of the prob¬ 
lem, it^de secret enquiries from representatives of all sccHons 
of the inhabitants in the rcmroiies under dispute, as to which 
govemment they would prefer, that of Turkey or Iraq. 

QtJESTTON OF tHE CHUt^TUMS OP IrloSUt ANO OF THE 

Nestorlah or Asstrian Mouisttaineers. 

One of the dtief matters of concem to the Frontier Com¬ 
mission appeared to be the future of the Christians of Mosul, 
and cspeci^y of the Ncftoiians of Assynans, who, as narrated 
above, were at the dme of the visit of the Commission refugees 
b Iraq territory. They mimbercd altogether about 10,000 
souls, some from regions lying consHerebly beyond die 
notthernmo^ &onttcr claimed by Iraq and some from the Hakk- 
lao mountains north of Amadia, which were includcd-iti the Iraq 
d^. They bad revolted againft Turkey in ipi6 at the in- 
digadoo of Russia, and then, being deserted by the Russians 
after the revohittod, had fought meje way through Persian 
territoty to a junSioa with the British troops, losing two- 
thirds of their number in the process. The Brireah had brought 
them into Iraq and maintained tliem there for three years, 
after which some were temporarily settled on vacant Iraq 
Un^ near Armdia and some cncouiaged to filter bach to 
their deserted homes to the north. There they bad Stayed, 
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icpaiiine the damage as beSl the? might, until once more 
ctpelleo by the Turkish incursion of S^temhet, 
hers of them had, from 1921 onwards, entered the Bctob 
service as Tjcvies and had displayed magnificent 6ghdng 
qualities, helping io the suppression of sporadic Kurdish 
insurteflions and in the expulsion from Ruwandua in 1923 
of the Tu^isli tnegukis. T^y were united in a detentunation 
never again to submit themselves to Turkish rule* In O'xder 
to reassure them as to their future, two successive Iraq Cabi¬ 
nets, those of jafar Pasha and of Yasin Pasha, officially 
pledged the Government of Iraq to provide la nds in Ira^ 
for those Assyrians who might be dispossessed of their 
original homes by the decision of the League of Nations and 
to devise a system of administration for them which should 
ensure to them the utmost possible freedom foom interference. 
It «~!»n hardly be doubted this liberal attitude on the part 
of the Government of Iraq had its influence on the dclibm- 
dons of the FtontieE Conunission. Tlic Commission ter¬ 
minated its labours in the th^ week of March, rgaj. Its 
report could not be prepared in time for the June session of 
the League, and was over dll September. 

POLtncAi, Events afteb. the Depaetorb of the 
FRONTiEti Commission. 

It liad not been thought advisable to proceed with ele^hons 
for the liiSl regular Iraq Parliament until the Frontier Com- 
mission had completed its labours. The promulgation of the 
Organic Ijiw passed by the ConStitueru Assembly in July, 
1524, had conscquemly been ddayci^ so as to avoid an 
iuicrrcgnum between die close of arbitrary Cabinet Govent- 
ment and the intioduSion of a ParliamentaSfy c^ime. 

On 2iSt March, 1915, on the eve of die departute of the 
Commission, the Organic Law was officially promulgated 
amid widespread rejoidngs, and orders were given for the 
completion of the new of primaiy elcfiois and for the 
commencement of the parliamentary deftions. The Cabinet 
of Yasin Pasha had, shordy before taking dicse ^teps, passed 
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four notable measures vital for the future prmperitj' and 
lability of Iraq, 'nic firfl was the signature of an agrccmcJit 
with rlic Aiiglo-Pcrsian Oil Company for the dred^g of the 
bar at the mouth of the Shatt al Atab» so as to allow vessels 
of h«vy draught to enter the Pott of Basra. Tlie second 
was the signamre of a trade transit convendon with Syria, 
Hie third was the grant to the Turkish Petroleum Company 
of a concession for the development of oil throughout the 
Bagdad and Mosul WUayats, and the fourth was the signature 
of long term contra^ with some hundred British ^viseis 
and omdalSt whose experience and devoted indu<;tcy were 
thus secured for Iraq throughout the drit and mo^ difficult 
iitage of her career as an independent State. 

While the eleftiona w'ere in progress the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies despatched to Mq a Fmandal Mission to 
enquire into the fmandai position and prospects of Itaq^ so 
thar the British Government might be able to canr i3iit their 
promisc to reconsider the provisions of the FinandaJ .Agrees 
ment alter its ratification. The report of the Mission, which 
was completed by ajth ^d^ril, 192}, partially [uSified many 
of the criddsms of the F inanrijl Agreement made in the 
Conitinicnt Assembly of 1924, as throwit^ upon Iraq burdens 
greater than she could bear. Its lecotnmendadons for the 
allevlaticn of these burdens were, when published, the cause 
of mirch public satisfaction in and contributed to rhe 
the e!e£Hon to the fir* Iraq Parliament of a majority of de¬ 
puties aduared by the ftiendlie£t sendmems towards the 
British Alliance. 

Another &dor in this favourable sitnatian w'os the visit to 
Iraq in the first half of April, 1925, of the Bight Honoumhlc 
L. o. Afflcry, Se cre tary or State for due Colonies, and of the 
Right Honourable Sir Samuel Hoaic, Secretary of State for 
Air. The visit cheered and encouraged those whose minds 
had been upset by the inquisitions of me Frontier Commission 
and convinced the Government and people of Iraq of the 
ftcadfii^css of the interest of Great Britain in their affidrs. 
It gave an unique oppottuni^ to His Ma^eSy King Faisal 
and the leading personages in Iraq to bong tbek various 
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di^icultics and anxitdes fully and Gtankly before the 
GovenuDcnt. and the subSti^on of pcKonal discussion for 

S tmpcnonalities had the ha^ie^ effefL Panictilady 
blc were the discussions much took place betwe^ 
Mr. Acnery King Faisal and his Prime Minister as to the 
ptetoganvM and duties of the King under the newiy pro- 
mulgatttl (^nstlttttion, a tjueaion which urgeoily n^cd 
discusskin, since His Mairf^ Kj^ Faisal had been inclined 
to withdraw more than was desirable from influencing the 
conduid of affairs of State afmr the coining into force of the 
Organic Law. The main preoccupation of the two Secretarics 
of State w^, however, the more rapid unptovement and 
training of die Iraq .\nrv. Many conferences were bdd on 
this suBjo^ and, before the Scctctaries of State left, a sdianc 
had been acceptt^ which should enable the Iraq Aimy in a 
short tiine to take the piiacipal part in the maintenance of 
internal secudry and the control of the Iraq fifonriers, and 
should relieve tlie British Exchequer of Its ourden on this 
account. 

After the departure of the Secretaries of State, the ele6ioas 
were pushed on and were completed by asrd June, t^as. 
Thera was no sign of any definite party aflivity. the various 
political patties which had been conftinired in former years 
having died of inanition. On completjon of the demons, 
tire Cabinet of Yasin Pasha resigned as, owing to differences 
of opiiuon between the Prime hlini^cr and the Minister of 
the Interior ^Abdul Mubsin Beg), they felt could not 
fece fhe Pad^ment as a united Cabinet, llic l^g invited 
Yasin Pasha to form a new Cabtnec, and on his failing. Invited 
Abdul Mubsin Beg to do so. The Cabinet of the latter took 
office on a6th June, 

The ficK Iraq Padiament met on ifith July, 19a;, and was 
opened by King Faisal. Its first session has been dd^'otud to 
the discussion of its own rules of procedure, to certain neccS' 
sary amendmenrs to tlic Organic L^, and to the consideration 
of the Budget for in the light of the recommeadadons 

of the Fimucc Commission. Its debates have, so fa^ been 
chaiafteriscd by earnestness and good seosc. 


554 



SIR HENRY DOBBS 

Thus Iraq had ia Julr, attained the fira stage of her 
dcvdojmicni. She had aiXOTted, through her rcprescntaiivcs, 
a Ttea^ of Alliance with Great Britala; she 1 ^ passed an 
Organic Law and set up a and cotifnrtitional covem- 
ment undci ir. It only remained for her fronocEs to Be fixed 
according to the decision of the Lea^e of Nidonij before 
she could apply for admission to me League of NadoflS 
and t&kt on tbtfttU staim oj tat indtpmlent 

In Augti^t tQzj, King Faisal^s £tatc of health necessitated 
his departure for ^cland to undergo medica] treatment. 
Kis Majesty appointed bis younger biochetf die Amir Zaid, 
as Regent^ and leh: Bagdad on tne }tli Augu^ returning on 
the tjth November* 

in August, the report of the Frontier 

Conunission had been publish^ Before It could he translated 
m oxUjm the Prime MiniSer erplained to the Chaml^ that it 
W3S proposed, if all the Mosul Wilajrai were to be retained, diflt 
die tebdon of Itaq to Great Biiczm should be prolonged for 
a period of about twcaty-five years. He added that there was. 
no one who did not recognise the value of the existing re¬ 
lations vidi Great Britain and the advantages to the coun^ 
which had accrued therefrom. There was a striking unanimity 
in both Houses in fovour of prolon^ng these relations and 
when the Council of the League met in September and Mr. 
Amcry accepted on the part of the Bntish Govermnent the 
terms proposed by the Conunissioa, both Chambers tek- 
giapbcd to t hanlc him for his defence of the lighis of Iraq. 
It had bdeed alarmed the uhra-natkmali^t party to Und a 
se^on of the British press averse ffom the earension of the 
alljancjT . It was even sugge^ed as a possible explaruttoti that 
these Btitish papers 'were in the pav the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment. Though the settlement whicn had been hoped for was 
not reached at the September meeting, owing to the referenoe 
of legal points to the Permanent Court of Intetnational 

Justice at the Hague, the speeches of Mr. Amc^ and Mr, Bald¬ 
win had a nio£t nsissumig effod on public opinion and k was 
iievcr doubted by the &gc majority of Iraqis that Great 
Bntain would support thek dgfats. 
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in January, ^ pioieSt had been lodgni vhh the 

T'otldsh Government, through Llis Britannic 
Representative in Constantinople, against violation of »e 
jtatas qtio boundar}', In Mav, a mlicc patfol was ambushed 
south of the Brussels ” [inc ny a band under Turkish 
instigation and, in June, cnoi^es were addressed by Hts 
MajeSty*s Government to the Turkish Government as to the 
reason for the large concentradon of crom>s in the area north 
of die Iraq frontier, since it bad been omcklly declared that 
the Kutdish rebellion had been suppressed. At the same time 
lepons began to comein that the Turks were taking vengeance 
on the Chtidiam and Kurds of Goyan, who ri^ tciQiiicd 
to the Frontier Conunission their desire to be included in Iraq, 
and some joo refugees arrived at Zakbo. Early in September, 
reports began to be teceived of atrocities coimmtijed on Chal- 
di^ villages north and also south of the provisional frontier. 
The villagers, though they had never taken part againSt 
Turkey duting the war, w^e being systematically removed 
from the ndghbourhood of the ftontier and iranspattcd into 
the intetior, but many escaped, in a pitiable ^te of destitution, 
and reached Zakho with talcs of massacre and violence. The 
Iraq hliniSti)' of Interior placed a sum of money at the disposal 
of the Mutasarrif of Mosul for the relief of these imibrtumte 
people. Mr. Amcry brought die matter in fteong terms before 
die Council of the I..eaguc at the meeting in Septcmbeiv 19^5, 
the Turkish delegate ^ually hotly denied the accusations: 
and the Sccictai^ of State requested the Council to send an 
impartial commission to report on the maner and also on 
charges and counter-charges as to the violation of die pro- 
vitioml hronticr. Tlte ^undl entruSed the task to a 
distinguished Efthonian, Genctal Laidoner, and the Com- 
mission arrived on aiSth October. The Turkish Government 
refused to allow General Laidoner to pursue enquiries nonh 
of the ** Brussels *' line, so that the Commission had access 
CO such evidence only as could be gathered within Iraq tem- 
to^. Immediately before its artivti the refugee camps were 
visited by the Goieeal Secretary of the Friends of Armenia 
Society, who satisfied himself tiwT the Iraq were 
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ditiecDc in ihcii efToita to succont tbc icfu^ces, bui tfa^t owmg 
to todr Dumber and thdr desperate plight, help Grom outside 
required He sent telegrams to vanous Chii^*an soderies 
and cQmniunines» and a committee 'a'as fonn^ in London to 
collet ^nds which were despatched to the High Commission 
and distributed through a commiitee of three British ofBceis 
well acquainted with condidom on the Econder. In Decembet, 
Colonel Fergusson, a member of the King's Bodygmrd» was 
sent out by the Bddsh committee to aoirimi^er all monies 
coUeded 

Ccncta] I^dcnet and his coUcagi^ made a careful cx~ 
aminaiion of the ftontier and the celicf camps, at the dose 
of which the General tclcgzaphcd to the League, Stating that 
the Turb had undoubtedly deported ChiiSiiam &om south 
of the ** Brussels line, that the dcrortees deposed that they 
liad been removed by force and violence, and that the Turks 
liad committed crimes, attocidcs and massacres. He added 
that without means of enquiry on the Turkish side of the 
fronder, it was impossible to define the true reasons for die 
depomdofis of Chnftiam, but that these deponadons might 
well have results deserving the attendon of the Counolt 

Gcncxal Laidouer and pan of the Coramissjoa left liaa 
on ajrd November, but two members remained at Mosul 
to caamme any hiithex complaints which might oriEe. The 
full reports o£ the mission were presented to the Council of 
the L^gue durmg the meeting in December, t^aj. 

The opinion of the Hague Court wtis reociv^ on asth 
November, rpzj. It was to the effect that the “ dedsloa 
to be fatfwi *’ by the League Council would be in the nature 
of an arbitral award binmiig on both pardes, that this ded- 
sion muft be unanimous, and that though both Great Bdtam 
and Turkey had the dgbt to be tepmsented and to vote, such 
votes, if adverse to the otherwise unanimous cpinfon of the 
Council of the League, would not be taken into count. 
This opinion was formally adopted by the League Goundl 
on 8th December. In tms decision, which was published 
in Bagdad on tyth December, titc Council unammously 
held that the Tui»o*!raq fxondec should be the ‘ Brussels ** 
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line on condiiinn thm; Great Btitaia undeitook by means 
of SL new treaty wiib Itao to continue het pccscni tclations 
with Iraq for a period ot a.j years, unless before the expiry 
of that period Iraq were admitted to membcrslup of the 
League; The Turicish delegate refused to tecogniac the 
aibitnl authority of the Lci^uc Council and was not present 
at the meeting. At its dose. Sir Austen Ouun^riain expressed 
thc^hopc that the situatioo between Great Britain and Turkey 
womd be regulated by &i«3dly agreement between the two 

govemmeots. , i 

PGng Faisal telegraphed to Kii^ George his sinoeie thanks 
artfl gratitude. The Prime hlinistcr telegraphed to Mr. 
Baldwin and to the Secrctary’Geaeial of the League, and Mr. 
Amety was the recipient m many giatefid messes, All 
through Iraq tlicre was a general sense of deep te li e f , and of 
hope that the stability thus attained would be reflected in the 
prosperity which the country would now be able to achieve. 

Conversations with regard to the new treaty were begun 
befnre the end of the year. The King and the C abine t showed 
the utmost willingness to comply wnth the request of Mr. 
Amcry that the terms of the alluuice should be accepted l^ 
Iraq before the re-assembling of the Btirish. Parliament in 
the Dcgtnning of Februaiy, 13x6. On the part of the Oppori- 
tion, now definitely constituted under the name of the People’s 
Party, with Yastn Pasha as leader, doubts were espressM as 
to the advantage to Iraq of the extension of the i^zz Treaty 
for 15 years, and more particulaily of die similar extension 
of the subsidiary AgrccuKiits; but it was dear riom the 
first that the majority, both inside the Iraq ParUament and 
outride, agreed that die permanent welfare of Iraq was bound 
up with her coimc^on: with her ally. To this was added the 
consideration that the period of die new instrunicut of 
alliance might, and nund probably would, as Mr. Amcry had 
stated, be reduced by the entmnee of Iraq into the League of 
Kations, a step whi^ the British Goveninicnt would be as 
anxious as that of Itaq to bring about, since it would relieve 
Great Britain of the tcsponsihiiitics imposed by the treaty. 
i\ftcr considetabk discussion the text of the new Treaty 
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as apptoved by tbe Bndsh Govcmiocot reached Bagdad on 
zTth becemba. 192J. The Oibinet was a^ous soa^ 
spcdiic allusion should be made to the eadv amcaamcni ot 
ihc Military and Fmandal Agtcancicts and piOTtsjon 
shmild be made for the periodic review of the situation in 
Older to dcrerminc whetlMir Itacj were fit to cnt« tnto the 
League and whether the change in the generalsitmtton 
sKbutted of further alteration in the AgnecnMaits, The 
tart' of State ^w’ no objection to these requt^ and the 
treaty acceotsx! hy the Cabiaet ofi iiih Jimxiaty and 
signal on tith January, It was laid bef^^ Pad^cat m 
18th lanuarv. Yaain Pasha, heading the Opposition, asked 
that it should be referred to a Commirtcc. The Pome Minista 
replied that 41 members of the Hizb al Ttujad^m, t c 
Government party, bad signed a petidoa that dis^^ 
should take place at once in the House i he asked tnat tnc 
public should l>e excluded and the debate continued in secret. 
The Opposariofi headed by Yasin Pasha, numbering 19 mem¬ 
bers. then walked out. TT« public was excluded 
debate lasting CMse and a half hours, rc-admitted. The Pre¬ 
sident took (be vote by calling on each member by name to 
express agtccmcot or disagiccment. Agreement was unani- 

Thc House is composed of 88 Depones, Or these j 8 
voted for the Treaiy, 9 were abseni (mduding j of the Oppo¬ 
sition). 

19 walked out in protc^. 

1 sear is vacant. 

I is held by the President. 

The Senate passed the Treaty on 19th januity, 17 members 
voted in &voar, i against, a were absent. 

The moft notable events following the pipage of the new 
Treaty were the fotmation of a new Kurdish independence 
luovemcnc which spread rapidly along the extern borekrs, 
a nd the Inilixr into Iraq of large numbers of Kun^h rclugee 
as a icsulr of Turkish operations agalnSt the Kurdish tribes. ^ 

In May, 1926, Sir Ronald Lindsay, His Britannic Majesty's 

599 




LETTERS OF GERTRUDE BELL 


An)ba$$acIot at CoDStantiaople, cntettd on fu^otiations with 
die Tutktsh GovTcmment necessitated by its refiml to tecog- 
oisc the arbtttal authonty of the Coundi the League of 
Nations regarding the froimct. Turkey showed a mo^ 
welcome t^dine sy for fttetuily discussion, and negottatinns 
advanced so rapidly that a topairltc Ttcaty was ^gned at 
Anuota on the jth Jipci between Great Bntaiii, Iraq 
and Turkey, and Nuxi Pash^ the teptesentadve of the Iraq 
Govenunent in the negotianoas, reached Bagdad with the 
Treaty on die ijth June^ By this Treaty Tuikcy recognised 
the evicting frontier or ** Brussels ” line, sui^efr to one very 
sUgfat vadation, and Turkey and Iraq into mutual 

olmgadons of “ bon voistna^." On the 14th June two 
Chambers of the Iraq Padlamcnr aconted the Treaty, and 
King Faisal 'unmediai^y tatiited it. On the £5th June the 
King gave a State banquet to celebrate the signing of the 
Treaty at which His Majesty expressed his piofouad thanks 
to the British Government and its leprcscniatLvcs for all 
that they had done for tiaq. Mis^Gertrude Bdl was one of 
ei» moft prominent of the gucscslu this banqa« andshared 
cwtspicuously in the general stmos|die£c of cdngtatuUlion 
whiem marked the close of the itrft sta^ in the existence of 
Iraq. It was the last State function which she attended. 






CHAPTER XIX 


19x0 

BAGDAO 


Xq HJa. 17<* Ott.t igiO. 

I muft tty and give you an account of tliis remailcflble week. 
Sir Percy anived on Monday, i ith, ai Bagdad We^ When we 
cot to the station, about 4.JO, his train bdng due at j.jo, we 
foimd a son of reception room, flagged and carpeted, with the 
tailed off approach to the line ,,. 1 was told to go into the 
reception cooin, where gradually there coUefted i^mc 20 or 
50 Magnates of Bagdad , . . the C. in C. with ^hU Saff, the 
of the departments and officers of Sir Percy’s H.Q. here. 
The salute of 17 guns was fired outside the town, and the 
wind bdng contrary we didn’t hear it, so that quite suddenly 
we were told the train was in sight, and wt hurriedly took up 
our positions in the railed off space i on dvc right Sir Edgar 
with the heads of departrnents and me, neat to us the consuls, 
then t he religious heads, on the left the C. in C, with his staff, 
Saiyid Tdib and the deputies, the mayor and one 01 two roag- 
narcs, such as the eldrat son of the Naqib. Outside the 
enclosure was a crowd of people, Bnttsh officers and 
their wives and a lot of others whom I couldn’t di^ingutsh— 
more of these later. It was near sunset when the train drew 
up and the C in C. went forward to greet Sir Percy. He came 
out dressed in w'hite unifotm, and wer shaking hands with 
the C in C. &ood at the salute while die band played “ God 
save the 1 thought as he Aood there in his white and 

gold lacc, with his air of fine and simple dignity that there had 
never hem an airiva] more momentous—never anyone on 
whom more confli£ktag croodons were centred, hopes and 
doubts and fears, but above all confidence fn his personal 
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iurepritT siid wisdotn ^ * * When lie came into die cficlosiiw 
Sir Edrar presented me, viiile I made my cuttwy, it u as all 

could do not ro ciy. -■-»». - i. 

As soon as tlw presentations tpctc over Janul Zahawi tne 
famous ocatot read him an addtess of 'welcome, lo 

which Sir Peicy replied in Arabic that he bad come hv orfer 
of H.M.G. to enter into counsel with the people of Ac Iraq 
for the purpose of setting up an Arab Govt* under the giud- 

_the word be used was ** nidhaiah,^* which mcaiis 

csaftly " supervision ”—of Great Britain, and he aske^^ 
people to cOH^pecatc with him in the eStabiishment of setii^ 
condition* so that he raiglir proceed at once with his last 
His words woe interrupted b^ expressions of asscni and 
sgrccinent on the part of nis audience. 

Lady Coi. Mr. Philby and Captaia Cheesmau (the latter is 
Sir Percy'** private secrerarj') had got out of the train by this 
dme, an'd we had ali CMhanged warm greetings. Lady 
Stewed out after ten houm of du^ty jotmjey, looking as if she 
had etnetKd from the BneA bandbox—a miracle, as we told 
her. Then we all drove to Sir Perey’s house ... I Jidy Cox, 
after giving us tea, disappeared with Capr. Cheesman to look 
at tlicit new house above the budge which isn't ready yet for 
them, while Sir Percy, Mr, Philby and 1 sat down to^talk. 
From the first moment I saw that all was well. He said he 
intended to set up an Arab Ministry at once as a temporary 
eapedient without waiting for the complete pacification of 
the coitorty. His scheme 'was ro call on someone to fonn a 
cabinet he himself would appoint British Advisore to the 
MimAers, We all agreed that me difficulty' was to hit on the 
tight person to stimmon in the capacity of Prime Miniaer. 

fir* idea had been Saiyid Talib but it was amatter which 
needed consideration. I said I thought he had better see 
people here and form his opinion; whatever he decided 
upon we would do our utmost lo further; the main thing 
bring to decide on sonrething and get it done. 

It is quire impossible to you the relief and comfort it is 
to serve iinHer somebody in whose judgment one Has com¬ 
plete confidence. To the exiiaordinaiily difficult task which 
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lies before hid he bnngs ft aingle-^jrcd desire to aft in »be 

intetc^ of rhe people of the county.. . - . tj 

With that dined Mnth the C in C t sat by Sir Vctcy 
and bad a moft enjoyable dinner in spite of the faft th« I was 
sitting in a tai^nfi draught. I forget if I told you that Fve got 
btonchitis. I have, and I don t see much chance ot 

CTirinP it. However, that’s a minor conaidcrafion. 

NtSt morning 1 went early to the office. Sir Percy called 
me* up ar once and we talked over some tclcg:rajn5—I tn’ing 
to conceal the (aft that it was a whoUy novel aptncncc to 
be ta ken into confidence on matters of importance I No 
sooner had 1 got to mjr office than I began to receive lettert 
and tisitots, each moie indignant than the saying that 
the whole town was in an uproar over the reception ceremony 
because the notables liad been invii^ and were lietd^ 
together, aU but a very fiurnbcr, in the dufi outside the 
endosme and hadn’t even had the oppoituniir of shaking 
Sir Ptrcy by the hand. “ We came in love and obedience 
said a lohy furious old slieikh of digtinftion, “ and when we 
tried to get near His Encclleocy we were pushed away.^ Even 
the bromcis of the Naqlb had been treated with this same 

bek of ccieroorry.... . . j ■ r 

So I decided 'ac once to invest myself vdih the duties of 
Oriental secretary, there being no one else in the office who 
knows Bagdad, and caJling in Mr. Philby for help we drafted a 
form of insnration to all the nnaldcs of Bagd^ for the fol- 
lowing morning. It was almost lunch time before we got hold 
of Sir'Percy, but meanrime 1 had prepared the list of names— 

• over ICO—and drawn up also a small list of people t o wh om 
he ought to gi VC private mien’iewB. He approyol es’ctythmg 
and gave me a free hand . ., and we had the itmtadons out 
that evening. It still makes me hot and cold to tbii^ what 
would have happened if we hadn’t tackled the situation 
promptly, for there wasn’t a sing le person tn authority who 
was rMnlthi g of the Arab side of the matter and of bow su- 
pteinciy important it was that Sir Percy should be put into 
immtdbte personal touch with the town. That night .Mr, 
Phil^ dined with me and we had a tong and profitable talk. 
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He had been to tea. with me also and I had ^sun EiT. to meet 
Iiitn, which was most valuable, for Sasun is one of the lancst 
people licrc and he reviewed the whole situation with his 
usual wisdom and moderauoni. 

Next morning wc had our reception—a huge snoceas. The 
space io Sir Percy^s room bdng rather limited I had sent out 
me invitations in j, batches* feaving half an hour between 
each batch. Wc seated about jo peo( 3 c at a time in Sir ?crq’*s 
room and had them in 4 tekjs i those wbr» were waiting were 
entertained by Mr, Philby itd me in the waiting nxwn neat 
door to Sir Fe^'. But I went in with one of the batches and 
saw how well it was going* with all the people sitting round 
and being pioperlv scored with coffee and cigarettes, while 
Sit Percy csplaincd his programme and asked their opinions, 
Ir b the kind of thing Sir Percy is estiemelv good ar, and 
everyone went away delighted. 1 got Abdul idajtd Shawi* the 
mayor, for a private interview in the afternoon ; nest morning 
Sasun Eff. and others, and another batch on Fdday motning. 
What with getting the right people to come and liceping the 
small % of unworthy placc-huniCTS off* ISre liad my hands 
fall. Capr. Chcesman and I keep Sir Percy's list of engage¬ 
ments between us, for the moment, I, die Arabs and he the 
English* and the sdicme works bcautifiilly. 

On Tbutsday afternoon Sir Pbicy called me tn to discuss 
some advice Sasun Eff. had given him about the pacification 
of the Baqubah area to the effect that the big people of Bagdad 
who own estates there should be asked to send fnr some of 
their tiihal tenants* explain Sir Percy's intentions and ask 
them what in the name of wonder they are now fighting for. 
Sir Percy at once saw this was a step in the right dir^ion, 
because it calls on the Bagdadis to take a hand In what is 
after ad their own game . , , ! told Sir Percy who were the 
people to ask and undertook to write the l^cis. He then 
didared to me a Ptocktnation in the iiatnc sense and told me 
to get it out at once in Arabic, consulting with Mr. Philt^, 

I must tell you in the motning important news had come in 
from the Euphrates saying that wc had occupied Tuw’airij 
and that Karbala was ready to make submissiQiL, On 
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Sir PCrcv beld & Cornidl CDnsistiiig of EvcIvd [Howell 
Mr. Philbyand roc io which it was decided that the nto- 
visiomt govt. 31 Kaibok set up b]r the insurgents should be 
told that they mud make uncooditional surnender and oomc 
in under guarantee to see Sir Percy. The Euphoucs news 
has made a deep impressiot) in the town. 

To 6insb the Dkla Soiy. all the landlords ha^'e aetjuiesced 
with satisfadion in Sir Percy's saggc^on< The Isaqib is 
sending out his son Saiyid Sa&-al-Din w'ho came to see me this 
morning and told roe all he was going to do. Close on hb 
heels came FakhH bringing telegrams to his tenants. So 
that's a success. 

On Thutsday evening after Sir Percy bad laid his deftnitc 
scIe£Hon of Arab Mioistets before Mr. Philby and me. I got 
him to meet the re^ of our gcoup—Major Mumy, Ma{oc 
Yetts and C^. Oayton, and wc had a mo& sariifiStaty talk. 
1 -wanted him to ic^se that these were the men who wotdd 
work heart and soul with him, and it didn't take him long to 
£nd it out. At the end he told Mr. Philby to submit to hun a 
scheme for his own secrciaxiar. This is the moA thorny of all 
tjuc^ons. because tc is the personal one. Wc think he ought 
to have a complete secretariat at the Residency, GrU Sccretaxy, 
Political Sccictaiy, Military Secretary and Private Secretary... 

1 have kept t^giously out of the controversy, more 
readily because 1 fed pe^eSly oenain that Sir Percy wd] go 
his own way. They were as bitterly opposed to an Arab 
Cabinet, but Sir Percy had gone Straight uirough. He knows 
the« is no alternative, and having made up Hs mind, nothing 
mo\’e$ him. His dii^ simplicity is beyond all wonder . , . 
it's ftili like a dream to find all things one has thought ought to 
be done, being done -without que^on. I fed equdly sure that 
when it comes to the difficult point of dealing with the tribal 
insargenis on the Euphrates he will drop all the silly Ideas of 
revenge and punishment which have bc^ current... and be 
guided only by consideration for the future peace of the coun- 
try under an Arab Govt. The first question is whom to call on 
to form a Gibtnct ? Mod of the people he has seen have sug" 
gefted the Naqib, and I think he will make an attempt in that 
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dkedton to-moiTow, I am convinced not only that die 
Naqib will tcfus« for himself, but chat he will also refuse to 
recommend anyone.... 

If the Maqib lefuscs to Step into the bleach the only alter* 
native that I see is for Sir Percy himself to suntmon and 
appoint the membets of the provisional cabinet. The 
moderates are themsdv^ taking up the idea; Fakhd Jamil 
sug^eSed it to me this morning. I need not say that 1 greeted 
it with die greater show of suipdsc and intefcSt, because 1 
warn cvetytmng to come from mem and not from us. Bur 
if tb<^ do urge this scheme upon Sir Percy, what a ftriking 
pcoof it will be of my favourite tmxim that if you thruS 
responsibUity on them mey ate bound co tom to you for help. 
The objefl of the provUiocal cabinet is merely thar it 
should prepare for and hold the fo£t gcnetal dedderm As soon 
as you get an dedive body, that body chooses its own oHkial 
lepiescntatives and the provisional grm. vanishes, While a 
third of the country is ftiil in open rcbelEon, it’s obvious 
that you can't hold a gcnetal dedion, yet it's equally obvious, 
as Sir PciCT sees, that you can't delay in setting up some fotm 
of native initituiions. They all exped that he tvill do some* 
thing at once, and if he (hasn't the golden oppottunity will 
be lo^ and confidence shaken, 

I Stayed at home all to*day except for half an hour with 
Sit Percy ki the office this afternoon. He asked me if I would 
come on to his personal ScaS as Oriental Secretary or anything 
he dedded, and I said 1 would love to serve with him In any 
capacity he chose,.. I found him in talk with the editor of tlu 
NationaljS paper here, an ardem Nadonalift, on whom he was 
nuking the moft fevoutahk inqjtessicn..., 

Fm now going to be very sensible and perhaps Stay ar 
home co-morrow so as to get quite well. 


To H.B. Banoan, Oft, 

1 tnemioaed bronchitis lait week—well, it's won and F-v-c 
spent the Ia£t six days in my house and p^y in bed. As a 
result of which I'm now vet)’ nearly all right. In a way I'm 
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not SOOT, tiresome as it was to be laid up, to have been 
rciTiOvccf fkim the fietce pexsoml conerm'ersies of wtikh the 
echoes have reached me, and the inhabitants of Bagdad have 
seen to it that Vvt not temoved from the ^lltical crisis. 
For they have been at alt houfs by my side ... On the pica of 
enquiring after my health tliey have sat on my sofa—the big 
Pets bn sofa in my diaing-nmm which has atrived since you 
left—^and poured out their hopes and fears, f made an attempt 
to dose my doon up to tt a.a>. but it wasn*t very successful. 
When the Mayor of Bagdad rolled up at ^ or the Naqib sent 
bis son Saiyid Mahmud J was ohUged to ' endorser ’ dressing- 
gown and go out to see them. The worrying thing was that we 
were not getting a move on. Six Percy was bdng submerged 
in details which left him no Jetsuie to consider the big issues, 
and there seemed to be no one to the office who had suffident 
presence of mind to ^tand in his doorway and block thelt 
passage. So alt I could do was to send In a 'dall y report of the 
gossip, the tumour and die impatience with wliidi the town 
uas seething and point that nothing but a quick decision 
could end them. He had already oocne to the dedsron that his 
fiift £t^ would he to invite the Naqib to fbtm a provisional 
Conocil but day after day passed and could nut get time to take it. 

On Wednesday 1 had the Buphrates Sheikhs fiesb from 
the interviews with Sir Percy, firS fbhad Be)- of the /Vruaeh, 
looking younger than ever not far short of eighty) and 
proudly informing me that he lias rccentiy matried two new 
wives. .After whiM he expounded to me his simple scheme for 
the future, which was that in all Tribal matters Sir Pcicy should 
rely upon the advice tjf Fahad and as for the rest he should 
seek counsel with the Nat^b and two other old mrbaned 
urotthies. Then came All Sulaiman the Iiead Sheikh of the 
Dulaim a very able man with pbns better suited to modem 
conditions chan those of Fahad, and after him %'atious siiuller 
fry , none of them fooh. 

On Thursday Sir Percy sent round a message to say iliat he 
bad called a council of &ate for (hat afternoon in my house, 
sbcc I couldn't come to the office, 'Ihcy assembled at three 
o'clock. Sit Percy, Evdyn Howell, ^^r. PhUby, Mr, Bullard, 
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Six Edgar and G)l, Slater, Then foUowed three hours 
poignantly interesting discussion for Sir l^tcy produced ^ 
scheme for a provisional cahinet, A cab Ministers and British 
Advisors , T . FinaUjr he earned his scheme through with 
tmimpoitant aJtcianonS} and announced that he was now 
going to iay it before dre Naqib. 

On Friday nothing fuitbex happened. I bod Inntitnerable 
^dsitors and all the re^essness of Bagdad seemed to eddy 
round my garden, tn ihe evening come the Tods with the 
some Sciiy, “ Make baSte, make l^c/* And on this note I 
sent my daily report to Sir ?cr^. 

Sani'cd^ began with a notable visit from Ja&r Pasha. 
He is the Ma|ot Gcneml of dtftbiguished service fijS" with the 
Turks and then with Faisal. I saw him in Damascus liit year, 
and he had repeatedly ^Tittcn to me. Durii^ the winter he 
ramr to me hot-fbot from an interview with Sir Peiey . . . . 
I told him it was his duty as on individual and a Nationalift to 
assi^ in cAohUshing Arab imEttmtions of whatevu form and 
that if he and others wenr boldly forward relying on our 
support, they would silcflce criticism. Whether he believed 
me or not I don't know.,. Jafar is the first of the Mesopota¬ 
mians to icttim from Syna. and on bis attitude nuicb will 
depend.... 

Saiyid Hussain Afiian eome in. I liod ju^ embaikcd on a 
licart to heart talk with Saiyid Hussain about some leading 
articles which he proposed to ptrhlish in his paper,, when in 
come Mr. Philby and others, a^ on top of them Sit Percy. 
Everyone bur Mr, Philby melted away, and we two turned to 
Sir Percy, breathless with erettemeot. Well,'' he said, "he 
has accepted." He had conic ^calght from the Naqib who liid 
agreed to undertake the formation of the provisional govt 
So the £t^ success is scored and no one but Sir Percy could 
have done it. Indeed, that even he should have indurod the 
Naqib to take a hand m public s^rs is nothing short cif a 
miracle. Sir Perc )’*5 delight and satisfa^on was only equal to 
ours and we all sat for naif on hour bubbling over with joy 
and alicmaiively glorifying the Naqib and the High Gun- 
missioacr. 
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1 woke chi? Sunday moniicfi; wrih an loBnitt sense of TcHef, 
and sent a noic to & Beiey wggtne him to follow histodc 
ptewdent witli regard to the Seventh E>ay .,, Tlic Naqib*» 
invitaiJuas to the roembecs of the future Cabinet will be out 
tD-motiow . .«I believe the thing will go thiough. And this 
hr^. and mo^ dilhcolr beginnmg will have been made. 

I've juit had my carpets all put down afiei having them up 
all stunmec. They do look nice. 


To HiB. NomtAir ut, 191x0. 

We have had a very critical week, but on the whole things 
am ^olng as well as could be hoped. On I^Ionday night tl^ 
Naqib^s lettets and tdegmns to the 18 people whom he in¬ 
vited to foim the Council of State were prepared^ That night 
1 dined with Capt, Clayton and Major Mump to meet Jafar 
Pasha. It was an amazing evening ... I said complete in¬ 
dependence was what we ulrimaiely wished to give. “ My 
Tady,” he answered^we were speaking Arabic—*' complete 
lodcpendence b never given; k is always raV<^T ** —a. pro¬ 
found sapng . . . 

The man is an idealist with a high purpose, animated by 
fervour for his race and country . *. when we parted that 
evening I did not think he would refuse the Naatb*s invitation 
to join the Cabinet as MiniScr of Defence, htor (hd be.... 
Ihac day a number of acceptances came in. In the okemoon 
1 gave a great tea-party In my garden co Fahad Bey and the 
Anil... It was really splendid, Fahad Bey sat ‘and toid 
talcs of the desert and ended by opening his robes and 
showing me a huge hole in his biea^ mtmed by a lance thmft 
into his bock in a youthful raid. ** And I looked down and 
saw the head of the lance aieking out here.’* No one but an 
Arab of the desert could have tccovcicd,,. . On Wednesday 
morning all seemed to be going well. In the afternoon 
Major Yeits dropped in to tea wkb the To^- Mr. Tod 
sprang upon tis that he had called on Sasun E£F. to cangratulare 
turn on tus becoming \£lniSer of Finance, and found mm with 
Homdi Pasha Babon (who had been t^cied a seat in the 
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Cabinet vitbom portfolio) both in the act of lefiislng . . . 
1 left sjy cup of lea uDikunk and rushed back to the omcc to 
tell Mr. Phubjf. He wasn't there, but thme wa.^ a light in 
Sir Percy's room. 1 went in and told hitn. He hade me go at 
once to Sasun ElL and charged me to make him chance hb 
mind. I set off, feeling as if 1 carried the future of aU Iraq in 
my hands, but when f got to Sasun's house, to my immense 
rcUef, 1 found Mr. Pbuby and Capt, Oayton already there. 
The Naqib had got Sasun's letter ^and had sent Mr, Piiilby 
off poft bafte. I arrived, however. In the nick of tunc, Tlicy 
had exhau^d all their arguments, and Sasun Sdil adlreied to 
his derision. 1 think mj immense anxiety muA have inspired 
me, for after an hour ot concentrated argiuneni he was visibly 
yhAli g^i in spite of the feQ: that liis brother Shaul (whom also I 
admire and respefl;) came in and did his beSl agamS: us , . , 
\vc got Sasun Eff. to consent to think it over and sec Sir Perq? 
next day. 1 had an toner Convifhon that the game w'as won- 
portly, thank heaven, to the relations of tmSt and confidence 
which I had personally already established with Sasun— 
but we none of us could feel sure. 1 didn't sleep much that 
night. I nimcd and turned in mv mind the arguments that 
I ^ u^d and wondered if I could nm have done better. 

Next morning, Thursday, Sasun Eff, came in at ten ‘ 1 
took him SiaigE^t to Sit Percy and left them. Half an hour 
later lie returned and told roc that he had accepted. He asked 
me what he could now do to help and 1 sent him Straight 
to the Naqlb. Tlic leading Sheikh of Bsigdad had also refused 
to join the Council, and tt was essential to get him to. In the 
mid^ of this talk Sir Percy sent for me. I left Sasun to Mr. 
Philby and went to consult with Sk E^ircj’. We agreed that 1 
should send at once foi Jafar, tdJ him what had happened 
and bid l um bestir himself. It w^as paSt one o'clock before I 
caught Ja^- We had the most interest^ conversation. He 
(old me the misgivings and motives with which he had ac¬ 
cepted the invitation to come into the Cabinet.,. . 

We then discussed how to win over the extremists. I 
assured him that that was Sir Percy’s chief desiK, and, taking 
heart, he asked if be might talk to Sir Percy. I took him at 
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once to Sir Peicf and left them together, with the wsuied 
coavi&on that Sir Percy was the beSt exponent of his own 
policy. 

On Saturday morning Mr. PhUbj and I went to the Naqib 
... Mr, Philby hai been* Sir Percy** go-betweea with him, and 
mod exedJendy he has done it We found the Naqib cadiant, 
not only ^11 of |pod sense but also full of the detetmimtion 
to run the show himsetf. His one wish is to work hand in hand 
with Sir Percy, but he doesn’t intend to let any other number 
of the cabinet be Pome htinider, and I’m heartily glad of it. 
He sent a message to Sir Percy to say that whenever Mr, 
Philby couldn’t come he would like me to be Sir Percy's 
agent. 

kong Life to the Arab Govenunent. Give them tesponsi- 
bihty and make them settle their own afiaits and they*!] do it 
every time a thousand times better than we can. 

I ended die dav by giving a dinner party to Sasun 
Tafiar Pasha and Abdul Majid Shawi with iXr. Philby, Capt, 
Claytcm and Major Murray to help. For 1 wanted to bong 
the firA named three into touch with one anodtec. It was 
immensely mreteSmg; Abdul Majid told Ja£ur the whole 
^ory of the origins of tribal rebellion, Jafar with great 
eloquence^ pleaded the need of an immediate setdement with 
the insurgents, ** The peasant muil return to ids plough, the 
fibepbetd to his flock- Tlie blood of our ^ple muS cease to 
flow and the land mua once more be deb with crops. Shall 
our tdbes be wafted in batde and our towns die of ftarvadon?” 
... ja&r is nghr and the firS great work of the Council muft 
be to bang araut padfleation. To this end, as Sasun juffly 
observed. It would be well for the Naqib to summon lo the 
Coundl a kading man from Karbela and Najaf. One of the 
diflicuitjcs is that all or nearly all the leading men of the 
Shiah, towns arc Persian subjects and nnift be made to adopt 
hlesopotamian nadonality b^oic they can take oflkiaE pCK 
sittons in the Mesopocaiuian State, 

In the evening we talked of the Arab Army. Under the 
terms of the Mandate conscdptlon may not be applied, and 
Jafar is beginning to wonder how he wDl get recruits—a difli> 

in 
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cult pioblein. Jafar also <lcscdb«l hh c£bm to get into touch 
witii the holy clemcnL in Kadhimain. He had be^ to the gteat 
people and tried to prove to them rhat the Sole objea <»T the 
l^visional Couitdl sutomoned by the Naqtb was to lay the 
foundations of National InSlituricms. But they would reply 
only tliat they wanted a govt, etc&ed by the people, and tltat 
notMag else wbs of any Bui yofu hoH gciiccal 

clcftiofl in a day*” said Jafat," and we want to get to worit at 
0jicc,^' They oileied no suggestion and lemained obdipitcly 
hostile. ** What did yon say T asked. ** I was silent* ’ 
be answcied. I’bat's the Shiah atriiude, and it’s only coimtry- 
^as Arabs can be called the countryinett of Petsian 
divines—who will be able very cradually to bimg them into 
linr , Finally 1 hope a seftion will become (kfinitdy Arab and 
take a hand in the State- ., . . 

Mr. Philby, CapL Ckjton and 1 went to tea with Shnfcn 
Alusi who is the moa learned of the learned and a great 
recluse. It's an immense source of pride to me that 1 may go 
to his house whenever I like. 

Oh, if wc can pull this thing off; rope together the yot^ 
h o the ad s and the Shiah obscuiand^te, and enthusiasts like 
JafiuE, polished old statesmen like Sasun* and scholars like 
Shukri — if we can make them work together and find their 
own salvation for themseUxs, what a fine thing it would be. 
1 sec visions and dream dreams. I omitted to mention that the 
Council of State of the hrSt Arab Govt, in Mesopotamia 
ginrf the Ahbasstds meets to-morrow. 


To J LB. yih, lyio. 

This week has been comparatively uneveari^ The 
met for the fiiSt rime on Tuesday* but it doesn^t 
to Ltave done much except discuss wbat would be the 
tdations between the MiniSets and their advisors, and finally 
to resolve to ask Sir Percy to expiain. He has gone into the 
whole matter very carefully with the Naqib, on the basis of 
an merooiandum drawn up by Mr. Philby, and J. 

believe he meets the Cabinet to-mooow. 
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After fb? Cabirci Mectiug the !vflt|ib sent fot Fahad 
and asked whether he woultj be pt«arcd to take a tncasage 
from the Cabinet to the insuigcnt Tribes. Fahad came hot¬ 
foot in to me, ** Kltatnn/’ he said, fon J know and Kokus 
I know, but of Arab Governments I liaye no knowled^ 
Never will 1 give any amwci co the Natjib till Fni assured 
that Kokus would approve.’" I btought in Mr. Phiihy and 
together we assured nitn. Khatun,** said he, ^*Oh, 

F^bi, on yom heads you «11 me that Kokus would 
approve,"* 

And he was so much perturbed that he tame m the fol¬ 
lowing day and said he iiadn’i been able to sleep for fear of 
doing anything contrary to the policy of Kokus, I couldn’t 
help feeling that with such staunch allies as Fahad there was 
littk fear diat the infiucnce of Kokus would not avail t 

But if we had been setting up native institutions in the 
midst of order inacad of disorder the task would have been 
inoomparahly casjer. — 

Apart from the Pro-Turks, the Naqib’s Council has againS 
it the whole body of Shiahs, firSt because it"s looked 

upon as of Bddsh paiemagc, but also because it contains 
considciabiy less Shiahs than Sunnis. The Shiahs, as 1 ve 
often observed, arc one of the ^oueSt ptoblems, >, and their 
leading people the learned divines and their frmilies are aU 
^rsian sublets. 1 find that the beSt argument when people 
to me complain that So-and-So has not been in* 
duded in the Gibbet, *' Bfididini, may I ask whether he is a 
snbjefr of the Mesopotamlau Sate ? ** “ Fifcti d i m, No 1 he 

is a subiefi of Persa." Then I poini out that m that case he 
can’t hold o ffice b a Mesopotamian Gov emmenr . And none 
of my interlocutors have found an answer. 

I attempt to give you the pitbxe so that you may realise dw 
problem; it’s true that few arc pleased, out they wouldn’t 
have been pleased wida any Ibe wbatever, I honeSdy believe 
that Sir Percy has chosen the beft possible path. But it won’t 
lt^f 4 to immediate peace and content ment . That’s not possible. 

As soon as we can we mu£t proceed to the de&on of a 
National Assembly. And 1 shall be very much migtakca (but 
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then I oftoi am) if thef doo^t ask for the son of the Sharif as an 
Amir. I regard that as the only solution. 


ToH.B, NflWJurier t4/i, IpMU 

Things are getting on, 'rtw Cabinet have accepted prac¬ 
tically without alteration Sir Pem'^s scheme for the working 
of htinillcrs and tl\cir advlsots. It was admirably drafted by 
Mr. Phflby, and 1 think it is a real feather in his cap. To- 
tnocrow die Minifiiy of the Interior gets into its new quarters 
in the Sarai—^tht old Turkish offices. They wac tuto^ lafl 
year, into billets for o^ocis and their wives, and it b a real 
dispensation that the W.O. ordered all the wives home 
otherwise wt should have had great difficulty in tecovciLnfi 
them . . . There was do other p^sihlc place to put die Arab 
Govt, and people made a great pcinl of iiaving tlic old 
to which they were accustomed. To get the Mimics 
inSalled there is the only way of demon£Erauiig that the Arab 
Govt, is a real thing. The Shiahs remain ho^e, their chief 
gticvance being that there is not a Shiah with a portfolio. I 
^inV there's going to be a shuffle in the Cabinet so as to adroit 
one of them. There is also a pretty definite pro-Turkish party, 
consuming mainly of cx-Turfcish officials, di'il and military. 
They don*i warn an Arab Govt, and declare that they wonT 
come in to it because the Turks must oenainly and. inevitably 
return. 

Sir Percy prcsci^'cs a calm and equitable judgment which is 
the moft encouraging part of the whole busmess. Meantime, 
without waiting for further developments, Tm beginning 
to shape tny branch of the Scattatiar on ibe principle that the 
main thing Is TO get ^ing. This week I shall bnng out 
foEtiughdy inteQigcnce Report which is to be our official 
(and very confident^) contribution to the news of the 

world_li*s ^eat fiin, 1 need not tell you, to be cteating a 

new office wim Sir Percy's unfiiiling help and appro^ 
This la^ week it has made a good ftep forward out of Qiaos. 
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To H.B. aod F*B. EAcaJJU>, Niff#*"- tud, 1910. 

Man for man wc may aay t^ihoui fear that the British 
adviser is better than die Turkish and we w^ to give this 
country the beSt channe we can. The thing is to induce the 
Arabs to acospi the chance. I believe we can If events beyond 
our control don't unseat us. If we had done 18 nionths ago 
what we are doing now the problem would have been in- 
6 ^tcly more simple. 

My gatden is a mass of chrysanthemums—brown and ycl* 
low and white and pink. It*s very cold—the cold has come 
early—and the dogs have been obliged to wear lafl ip-ear's 
coats dll Marie lias rime to make new one^ that will be after 
she lias nude x gown for me. They are disgracefully ragged 
and look like beggar dogs.... 


To H-B- Bacdad, Narmbir jj/i, 191*. 

VC'c arc greatly hampewd by the tribal rising which has 
delayed the work of handing over to the Arab Govt. Sir 
Percy, 1 think rightly, decided that the tribes mnit be made to 
submit to force. In no other way was h pcfssible to make them 
sunender theft arms or teach diem that you muitn't lightly 
engage in (evolution, even when your holy men tell you to do 
so . - . Without the lesson and without drawing theft teeth 
bv fines of arms (impossible to obtain except by force) we 
should have left an impossible task to the Arab Govt. Never¬ 
theless, it's difficult to be burning villages at om end of the 
country by means of a British Army, and assuring people at 
the other end tliat we really have handed over msponsibilit)- 
to native Mtntfteis.. , hleandmc. Sir Percy has held 
to his doiftiftie that a general anmrity mu^ wait on sobmissioiL 
The Ulama have done theft beft to make him accept them as 
intermediaries; rhe tribes have repeatedly asked that ne¬ 
gotiations should be condufted through the premier Muj- 
tahid, at whose orders they would lay down arms. Sir Percy 
has stoutly refused—more power to him I The c lai m of the 
Ulama to loose and bind is one of the moSt focmidabk prob¬ 
lems of the Arab State j the rcftisal to recognise theft political 
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authonty is unmliigatc^Uy to tfac good < . • And it*s done with 
such sldil, ^th such coonesv, toe letters to the Ubma are 
such as Sir Percy alone knows ^tO’W to write. 

Finally rm summing up our difficuMcs—there is the foft 
that Govt, can’t be passed from, otic hand to another in the 
twinkle of an eye.... 

A momentous Cabinet mectiQg took place this afternoon 
but Tve not heard yet what happened . . . The nurabcf of 
heart to heart talks which take place in my office would 
snrptisc you I All the busyhodics come in to say what tbey'rc 
busybodying and have to be li.^cncd to with sympathetic 
interest and given advice which it's little likely they'll follow. 
T somefiiucs woodet whether * au fond 'Pm not a busybody 
myself. 

Sir Percy generally sends for me towards the end of the 
morning and we ccchange experiences. I then lunch with him 
and Laefy Cox and Capt. Cheesimn, and though we don't as a 
rule talk of itcsoptaniia, we tell each otlicr Q:ories, relate 
comic episodes ana generally keep ic touch. Therefore though 
an hour in the middle of the day is very difficult 10 spare, I 
feel that the constant unofficial intercourse is vere valuable. 
Also we often Itavc a Sunday outing. Yesterday Sir P; and 1 
and Capt. Cheesman and Capt. Pedder {my host of ka Sunday) 
went out shooting on the over bank opposite Ctcslpbon. - . 
We had about ao Arab beaters. There were Uttic encampments 
in the heart of what we call here the foreft and the people were 
cutting liquorice and poplar for fuel to send to Bagdad and 
ffigging up the liquorice toots. 

Move walking with the beaters and hearing whac they say 
to each other in the broadeS Iraq diaica which Tm proud to 
underhand. Their clothes are amazingly unfitted for any job 
they're likely to undertake, especially Struggling tluxiugh 
thorns. They treat me with conitant solicitous politeness, 
beat down the thorns witli their bare feet so as to let me pass 
and builic out of tlie way to give me the easiest place. You're 
imt an Oriental for nothing. . . . 
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•fo j Baghab, Dta^hr 191Q. 

r wish 1 kept i diary. My OidJy tt<»rd of this time is my 

IcttcR TO you. „ „ . . ■ I 

Yesterday aftexnooa I rode out to Kadhunam ^ sec an oid 
Persian Ptincess. BanTj Oxma Is litrr titlti and sbe is a daughti^ 

of Nasr ftl Din Shah, .., _ t- j ti 

She has come to Kadhhmin on a visit and has hired a sm^ 
house. There I found bci in a little room opening on 10 the 
Courtyurd, carpeted cushioned and curtained to keep out tlw 
cold, A chaicoaJ brazier and a parrot in a cage completed the 
fiiminirc. She was lying on % mattress on the floor, leaning 
againSt cushions and covered with a padded qnilt. What you 
GOuid sec of her was swathed in black, down 10 her eyebrows 
and up to her chin. All that was visible were Toluble hands ^d 
finely Cut &CC with cooffnous eyes behind She 

mnft St one time have been very beautiful; the Kajar women 
are famous for thdr looks. She lay there and talked the moSt 
exquisite Persian, quick and sweet and faint like the shadow 
of a wonderful voice. These Kajar Priiicesscs who turn up 
from time to time, mostly on pilgrimages, are cxtmotdi^ily 
lntcieSting“thcT are such great ladies—but Banu Ozma >s the 
one Tve liked 4r the heft. 1 never saw ereaiet native dis- 
tin&ion than in that little old Persian lady lying on the floor. 


To thB, BAouio, D*ttJitbtr ii/fr, fjio. 

It is exactly three weeks sintJc the last Mail came in. Do 
my letters aEave with any regularity ? I write as you do o'cry 
week. Bui this week there** not much to wnie about for 
Fve been cuher a poor thtp^ wnth a chilL I stayed at borne 
two days and then cOutdn*t bear it any longer so 1 went back 
to the ofhec. 

The idea, is to have jo Tribal members in the demon assem¬ 
bly, 10 being tepresenratives of the ao biggest tribes and the 
other ten one apiece foe the atnaJl tribes grouped together in 
each of the new^ ten divisions, 1 have supplied the dam to 
the Electoral Law* Conunlttee and selected me ao Tribes. I 
don't rhinW the fVninril will quitid with my sde&on. 
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All the big landowncre on tiie Council will try to keep the 
tribes out, T cspect the tribes will vote duouEh a committee 
of their chief Sheikhs Ts'ho wUl sdeS one of themselves .,.. 
As I wiitt a mail at ta^t ^xh ddjghtftil long letters. As for 
whai you and Mother say about my letters, I can t teh you 
what it ts tti me to be able to wnie to you so fully and to know 
that you’re both inteicacd* Of course it makes it iafimtciy 
easier to write in such detail chit you. Father^ should have 
been aftually here and seen tlic prople and conditions . . i 
should not keep a tecord of all thb time if it wasn’t that ! 
wanted to send it to you, and very often I feel that in writing 
to you I’m clearing my own mind... • It helps me enormously. 


-y-jj jy 0 BAGuan, D«w*<r i8ti. 191*- 

Tbc f"niTtifil is aware and Sir Percy has constantly imptewed 
upon them, the vital need of getting down to the fonn^^ 
of a native army to relieve ours. Incidem^yji J“U' Pasha 
doesn’t think that without conscription in some fotm uiw 
can raise an army which won t be prohibitively e^^ctisive. If 
they have to compete m the labour market they mu^ 
on paving their men at lea^ Rs 60 a month... Howcvci, s 
a question whicb could only be settled by an cl^ve 
bly. Meantime jafar has a committee of experts uom G.tLy. 
(at his request) and they’re considering whai Steps should w 
taken. Roughly speaking, they think we ^ght have a hngade 
by the autumn of 1921, and an Arab Division by the Aucumit 
of 1921, which means that by that date wc can reduce our force 
here to i revision, keeping it up to i Divisions till then.... 
No Govt, in this country whether ours ot an Arab admini¬ 
stration, can ciixy on without force behbd it. Tic Arab 
Government has no force till its army is orptiset^ 
it can’t exist unless wc lend it troops... Tlic bcdcock on which 
this arcuiMot rcSts is d[]dU no mitii^xaliOQ CJan <tKi9t with out 
force behind it. I think you have seen e^ugh of the country 
to know that it’s oorre^ Mesopotamia is not a civilised ^tate, 
h is krgfilf compe^sed of wild tdbes who da txoi wish to 
shoulder the bueden and expense of citizenship. In setting 
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up an Attb ihite wc arc iSbng in die inte^ of 
and villace population which otpefe and rightly cxpccis that 
it will ultimately leaven the mass. *1111 the leavening has g«nc 
a good bit fimher than it has at picscnt, this ciU 2M poiml^on 
must contm) the mass, TOciftrain it. That is why it needs fomc 
for the maintenance of internal otdcf. 

Meantime we've been busy with other matters. The 

r jt of the week was devoted to the cle^k^ law atour wtuen 
wrote you latt wccL It i^tis presaitcd to Council on 
Monday and with j cxccpdons they were all dead agama 
making any special arrangement for tribal repr^emanon, and 
in favour of letting the tribes register and vote Uke the reft of 
the population, llat would hav^ mi^ that ^e tribes would 
have taken no port, for as jWxlul Majid Shawl rightly TOinted 
out» whereas the population of Imti is^ mainly tntm a™ 
Shi^, in the course of four general cleflions held under the 
Turks no tribesman or S hiah has been rctumed. Next 
motumg Sasun EE and Daud Yusafimi (of Mosul) came into 
my office (o talk the matter over, Wc were all agr^ that it 
would be disaftrous if the tribesman wc« to swamp the towns- 
tn yn but I pressed upon them the ainsidcradon that whatever 
may have happened m Turkish rimes, an Arab National Govt- 
coilld not hope to succe^ unless it ultimately contrived to 
associate the tribesmen with its endeavours. They raised go™ 
obifftions against providing for nepresentarives from selected 
big tribes, but wc also ag«^ that tlm might be got over by 
providing foe a ihced number of tribri represematiy^ ^for 
each dK'iston to be sclefled by all the tribes of that Division, 
i.e., by the Sheikhs, Tlie ordinary tribesmen won’t take rntt. 
It was clmr that there was a good deal of trusundcrftandtng 
as to what Sir Percy’s views were and why he looked on 
adequate representation of the tri^s as essential and 1 W' 
ported the w*holc convetsatinn to him, wth du result t^t he 
an admirable letter to the Counci! saying that in the 
elcflion assembly which was to decide on the future of tite 
Iraq m*cry scflion of the community muft be represented and 
that he muft be able to assure his Govt, that w‘as the case. 
Jiifor Pasha propounded the possible alternative of securing 
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tepxescntadon by divisions not by spcofi^ tribes* I s^id I 
thought that would meet the case cscellcntiy. Nest mocm^ 
he and Sasun returned with a tevtsed scltone tn^ 
rcpicscmarives for each Division* but any tribesm^ who 
liked to registet' could vote in the oidmaty way—ftrft'-r att 
ptoposal, for while it secures a tutnimum of ten tri^ memt^ 
in tw asserably, it docs not preclude tribesmen tawng 
part in elcfHons like other tcglfteted de&>n-^f they lik^ 

This was finally caiiied in the aftetnocn 8 silting* no doubt 
Sir Pcicy’s letter helping to the desired lesuiL ... 

Xn the course of w week 1 had long virits ftom the two 
tribal chiefe on the Council, Both mc satisfied with the mrn 
the Electtjial law has taken ... I said the matter was ennrely 
in their hands, we didn’t care whom they pur up ^ Amir or 
what kind of Govt, they selected to have, provided wc felt 
sure the choice was freely and fidriy made without preMurc 
o r ioiimi darion, ... 

To sum nay imprKsion of the week, 1 feel mote and more 
how anxious the people are here with whom wc re dealing to 
work in with us and follow our advice. On tag man^ and 
on little matieis they am always dropping in to my oltoc to 
consult tnt as to Sir Percy’s views. So and So is suggested 
as Mtitasamf of HiUahr—will that be all right? 
firmly, that’s all right. My interlocutor bxKuhcs a rijm of 
relict goes off to vote for him . . . So with the electoral 

_from Sa '^ufi downwards thty all want to know how they 

had best meet our views. I never lose an opportunity^ 
saying that our view is guided only by a desire to do the best 
by them and the counny—they know the country best* how 
do they think this end is to be attained ? and on that basis we 
discuss the matter, whether it’s a law or an inviarion to 
fttnnrr 1 and unlcM I’m very much mistake we have got the 
confidence of the people we’te working ■with. . . . 

Oh dear I 1 wonder what they’ll decide on, and what 
we’ll dedde on, and all! What an mtemiinablc letter this is 
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Xo H.B. Bagdad, Dmrnktr lyfA. ijxo, 

I must tell you a sJHf Storf, to uncfctaand which you mm 
ieatn a little Tuddsb, Tbete’s ao amusittg in Tiulpb 
by which you say such like ” fay tepcating ihe ori^nal 
word, only changing its i ottia ] letter to " M * - . . We 
recently an account of the convetsadoii between the Sbani 
and Sin Aiftb of these p^rts—latter to!d us the 
Siiwrif was fuming against all and sundry £ “ Who he oied 
*■ is this Kokus Mokus and this Pl^by Milby ? Sir Percy 

was delighted,. *. ^ ^ * l 

I've been feeling a good deal l«ely how much the Arabs 
who arc our hnends want us to give them lead, ^ They 
Stantly to mej not only for advice on immediate oondua 

but in ordicr to ask about the fiitute: ** But what do you 
think, Khatun ?” .. I fed quite dear inmy own mind thjtt 

there is only one workable solution, a son of the Shatt f and 
foi choice Risal; very very numb the firft choice,.., 
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Ba-Cmd,W. *9*^* 

The big Dulaim Chic& who live io tents J 

Ali Sulaiman Uv«i in a ho^ 

S S mSSi Acy Z « y^'^ight s^y, 

mud tukks « K^t >>«««fc, «o chat 
in » cool you. Some squmc openings « ^t^ irf 
lakes off the hot air and they say the r^m 
fresh. Jn tho men’s room the EaSfc end is open and te^ 
in^ open-air diwan. a mud floor with a low waU round 
rwh«e“h^t at night; but by day it can^t be as cool^ 
womcn*s n5m which is closed on all sides. No one builds 

these Mahmb but the Dulaim. KiiKMiflir 00 

Hit on its andent mound with the pitch w^s bubbling p 

around it» is like notWng else in Mesopotaima, but to 

too fillip the memories of roUidong J,*]®*”’ 

Sr.bout on cnmcls :r,S„n?U^ 

world cracked together and foundered, l^a t think 

there again, I dotiSe the look of thi^ ^ 

haoDV Sdcbnfidcnt. If s I who feel a gh^t beside thm. 

wl walked round the town in the 
ourselves by getting one of the pitch wells alight. The gas 
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bdco water came bubhDng up* carryiog with it ^tbing black 
snikcs of pitch which fbtm a cru^ on the pooL We threw tn a 
lighted newspaper and the gas darned and. flickeiOT over me 
bubbling pool, as if the water burned j then suddenijr, ^er 
we bad watched this devirs miracle for a long time, a thick 
pitch snake struggled up* and choked for a moment me 
bubbling water an3 gaa. and the flame went out. Two bop 
were dmwbg offibe pitch ccuS* twiSt^ and breaking it t^ 
Dkc tofiee (a very difficult trick though «looks casv enough m 
their syiicd hands— from father to son thefve been at the 
job some $,ooo years) and ditowisg it up to udicic a donkey 

£tood sraitinc for his load, ... 

North of flit is No Man’s Land. Since we withdrew* the 
tribes mb and loot all ppseis by and each man’s hand n 
against his neighbour. Emissaries of Muitafi KetnaJ drift 
down chrough this chaos and Hit has the whole unrest of Asia 

at its doors. ... . ,. ■ ^ 

Upon my soul Vm clad I don’t know what this ytair is going 
to bnne. 7 don’t tliinki ever woke on a fiiS of JanuiOT with 
such fadings of apprehension- You can Struggle ^ugh 
misforrunc and failure, when they approach you slowly—you 
sec them coming and mdualiy nme up your mind to the 
inevitable. But if the future opened suddenJy and jon knew 
wiicn you woke on the fiiSt of January all t^t by befw you it 
wcwild be ovcrwbcloiing. For the truth is litiJc tliat 

promises well ... , , ^ i. - e * 1 , 

Petceive that Tm not your daughter for nothing tor the 
only fitting end to this tirade is a “ God bless mv soul-^ow 
any sanc,*^ etc. H ►.. I do write long Irtteis don’t 1 father 
. . . aren’t fools damnable. 


To HA Bacoau, Jmuai^ zstJ, * 9 ^- 

Pve juA got Mother’s lener of Decembet ijth sayi^ 
there’s a fiind^go ahout my report. The general line taken by 
the Press seems ro be that’s its most cmarhable that a dog 
should be able to Stand up on it’s hind legs at all—i.e., a 
femaie write a white paper. I hope they’ll drop that source of 
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wonder and pf attentioo to the rc|»rt itsdf. if it will help 
them to iindcifiand what Mesopotamia is like, , - . 

Talib seems to me to be doing very well. He put up to the 
Council the other day a long lift of proposals for admmi^- 
tion appointments in the provinces, Mutasamfe and 
I fiifos, It is very essential to get these appointments ao 
that people in ite piovinocs may see Arab officials fteppmg m 
and nsilise that tltere is an Arab GovcnmieiiL ... ^ 

I’ve a feeling that we’re making good progress. There s a 
ereotcr sense of StabiUty, the Arab Government is gaim^ 
ground and people begin to see chat we really intend to do by 
it all we say. Poor human kind that has lo spend so much of 
its time in trying to convince its fellows of the loyalty 
modvesl . 'Oui cast has been complicated by the fact 
that there xvas so much suspidon to ^ over. I know 
the people we are now working with truft us and that s a 

beginning. ... t •!» 

We had to go to the foneral of the woman who was Matron 

in chief during the war and had come bat^ here to help up 
\rith the organisation of our civil hospital. . - . But ^ 
Matron in chief she was a tower of strength and I personally 
loved her for all her kindness to roe, begmning from the time 
when I had jaundice in Bs^rah and not a soul to look after me. 
She was an anjEcI of goodness, poor Mi» Jones ... ^ ^y 
gave her a military fuhetal with the bugle call of the laft Poft 
and the salute of rifles into the empty air. And 1 hoped as I 
walked behind the Union Jack that covered hex coffin that 
when people walked behind my coffin it would be with 
thoughts even dimly resembling those that 1 gave to her. • * * 


•po Baguao, Jm. imJ, i9»t- 

Wehavehadadiftiaftcd week on account of the races. 1 didn’t 
i nr^ twl to go more than one day, but the fiift day Thursday, 
Aurelia telephoned and said I muft come so I went with them. 
There was a prettv good sprinkling of Bagdad Magnates and 
I thought it fairly amusing, so 1 went again to-day and was 
very much amused. .. It was Cup Oay* I muft tell you j we 
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ditin'T till after lunch but the Cnxes went In at n 
and aayed the whole day. Sir Perer wore a frock coat and & 
grey top hflt TO the adtoiwiion of all beholders. I may rocotion 
that I wai also very anjarr in a Paris hat and gown—it's really 
quite nice ro dress up for once, a thing I haven’t done for 
months, ... 

1 liear nimouis that the Snimis of Bagdad arc constdedng 
whether it wouldn’t suit their book beSl to have a Turkish 
prince as King, They ate a&aid of being swamped br the 
Shiahs, wtumn a Ttitk might be a better bulwark than a 

son of the Sharif, The ptesem Govcmnicnt whit^ is pre- 
domtnandy Sunni, isn’t doing to condliate the 

Shiahs, Tlicy arc now oonsidcrirtg a numSer of admirdaraiivc 
appointments for the ptovinoes; almo^ all the names they 
put up are Sunnis, even for die wholly Shiah province art the 
buphiatcs, wnth the exception of Karbala and Nejd where 
even they haven’t thcface to propose Sunnis. , . . 

Sir Percy will have to intetTcne when the names come up to 
him for sanction, for if anything is certain it b that the Eu* 
pbrates wmn’t put up with Sunni cSfidals. They muft make up 
their minds that tb^ can’t have it both ways. If they want 
po^ar native iftStimtions, the Shiahs, who are in a large 
majority, mu^E take their share. There ire a number of lading 
Shialis on the Euphrates who would [sefee British administra¬ 
tion (which, they can’t have) to an Arab Sunni idmintStcation 
or a Turkish Sunni. But when it comes to the point the 
Moslem never dares to trise his voice against the Moslem, evra 
if it's a kind of Modem he lutes. I bdleveif we could put up 1 
son of the Sharif ai once he might yet sweep the board; if we 
hesitate, the ride of public opinion may turn ovcrwhcliningly 
to the Turks. . . . 


To H.B, BAGD.4D, JdHi. t^l. 

E)o you know this is the eighth Xmas Fve been away— 
icjij Antbia, 1914 Boulogne, tjjj Egjpt, 1516 Basrah and 
au te$t Bagdad. Extraordinary isn’t n. , . . 
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Xo U. BACDAts. Ftiy. 7it, 

WeVe W a rathtr Stofmf week omng to heated dkagpec- 
ment berveen two of tbc Advisots - ^ * cvex the queSdon^ of 
how to dispose of the Arab Levies (sort of Gcndjinnciic), 
Tiict cxdicd thek respefiive miaiSlers * • ♦ to mch a pitch titai 
it was a oucStion whether Sasun wouldn’t resign when the 
decision ol the Council went against his voice and the Levies 
wert placed under the Interior instead of under Defence, TTie 
decision was a wrong one, 1 think , but it didn t very n^ch 
matter, so long as they were placed nn^r some Atah MiniStiy 
at once for we wmii them to rake over in the middle Euph^es 
when British troops are withdrawn from there, as they will be 
in a fortnight or so. . . . 

The Council lias made a number of appointments to ad- 
miniStrsicivc poSts in the provinces—Mutasatriis and Kaimma- 
liams. Moft of them are pretty good, some of them pretty 
IVI if? Sir Petcy gives way when the NjMjib msi^, I thmk he 
is quite rightl We have got to sit by and see them m^c 
mistakes, Tlic apporntmeats all originate in the Interior. 


To ti,B. BaonAn, Fik rj/i, 19*1- 

1 write you such long letters because its the only fonn of 
Diary l keep, ... 

It Dxs been an inrereAmg week marked fiiS by the return 
of some twenty or mote of the deportees whom A.T, sent 
to Hcnjam Includiag one of the ringicadets from Bagdad. 
And the very next day his son was antded with a batch of 
other agitators who owned, wrote or inspired the 
which I sent you extrafts laJt week. The suppression of the 
paper had been foi some time under discussion but Sir Percy 
sanl rightly that it was for the Ministry of Interior to take 
afrion. It seems to have been entirely success^. . . . 

Tlie prcscni Govemment has got no hold in the Provinces 
but 1 tiiink it is gaining ground here. , , 

I don^t know what hanky panky the Allies arc up to ateut 
the mandates, but Tm all on the side of the League of Narions 
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ifl pjotcfting that tlicy mua be nude public. That's the 

essence of them, publiaty. , , . _ , ^ 

rm often vtong in prophecy but I believe if we were w 
refuse the mandate we should have a clamour through the 

country begeUiC us tc accept it. ... 

Mcamimc the Shiali question is a very buminc one. Every¬ 
one from the Euphtaies provinces says the people there won t 
accept Sunni ofTtdals and the Council cocs on blandly appoim- 
inc them. , . A Shiah of Karbala has ar Sait accrated the 
hj^try of ^ucaiion which the Naqib was induced to offer 

Another burning question is that of general amneSt)-. I feel 
sure the time has come, or is very near, when wcmuStproc^ 
to this. It will be bitterly opposed by the Military auihoutics. 
... 1 want TO have die ku^s of taking the Steps ourselves 
md not to look like one who gives way to pressure from ^e 
Arabs. VTc never do things in time. Si Ferry is vety aiffly 
determined to do what he thinks tight, no matter how many 
soHiei^ prot€^, mote pow^r to him# For 51s he rightly says 

its he who is responsible, ... , , . i. cl- t. 

Anyway Sir Percy b Standing out aimly about the Shun 

appointments, ... - f 

The other event of the week besides the suppiessmg of the 
is the aniviil of m embsaty Etom Ibn Saud, Ahmad 
Tbanayan is a relation of the Imam and was with his son Faisal 
b England b 1919. He was brought up b Coii9ai^opie and_ 
even toows a UtUe French. A very delicate aHing man of 
about 50, with the fine drawn Najd ^ce, of btclUgence 
and drawn yet finer bv ill health. He has with him Ihn Sand s 
doaoi, Abdullah Ihn Said, a Mosuli by origin, educated b 
Constantinople. . , They have come to dbcuss the tnt cnnb - 
ablc question of Ibn Saud's quarrel with the Shaiif—fqt 
which 1 think thcic^s no solution i w'e can only hold it b 
juspense. .. and I had them to dinner to-nighi. Ir was the 
most btcreStbg and curious dinner party I cvet gave. Besides 
the two Najdis I had Major Eadie, Saiyid Muht ud Din and 
Shukri Eff. al .\iusL The latter b one of the fineft fimircs b 
Bagdad. An old scholar who comprises, b himself all know- 
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ledge as such is understood by Islam—he reaches MeclimicSi 
using [he Hadith (tractions of the piropbet) as text book and 
other sciences by' like methods—a true Wahhabi, he neither 
ddnks noi smokes, and he is the only known Mokammadin 
who has never tnarried. • . He found in Wahhabi, Cenml 
Arabia the land of bis dicams and looks upon it as the tme 
source of all inspiration and IcarniDg, When he came in 
he fell on Ahmad Thanayan's nock wt^ the laoier fished 
nrfiftfig his bcautifol eiabrOidcied cashmiri robes and produced 
from them a letter fiDom Ihn Saud to Shukjti* And to crown die 
cordiality of the gatheimg, Muhi ud Din discovered in the 
Doftor a former Conitantinopte acqiaamtancc, and the em¬ 
bracing began a&csh on their jmt. So we sat down \p table— 
as <mecr a gatheting as you could well seeShukii, the un- 
womily old scholar, hanging on Ahmad Thanay^’s words 
while the latter described the munensc piogte^ of the extreme 
Wahhabi sect, the Akhwan, (btotherhtxid) in Hajd; Muhi ud 
Din, the smooth politickn and divine,... and Aliroad with his 
long sunken £atx lighted up by the pur^ spirii of fa natica l 
Ts lam. ** The God preserve him, under God has 

guided the tribes in the right way ”—“ Praise be to Go^" 
efaculated Shukri—They arc learning wisdom and rcligicra 
under the rules of the BtotbethotK^"—Sbukri Eff s “ God is 
great,”—Not that they show violence,"—Ahmad Effend. 
" God forbid,”—" No such things happen among us as 
happened in Europe with theInquistrioD and with Calvins" — 
(I muii tdl you incidentally that the Akhwan when they do 
battle kill all wounded and then put the women and children 
of their enemies, who arc also inMels else they wouldn^t Bght 
the Ahkwan, to death. . . .) A&er dinnet my four Arab 
guefts carried on a brisk conversation among themseives. 
^ey discussed medicines and the ptopciries of herbs, the 
dodor, incidentally, ^ring that incense was a capital dis- 
infcB^t, they discussed the climate cufcoms of Najd and 

other matters of importance, hlajor Eadie and I sai listening 
and I felt as if we were disembooied spirits playing audience 
to an Oriental symposium, so endrelv did our ptesenoc fail 
to impede the flow of talk which die teamed men of the Eoft 
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aic accustomed to hold with one aiMMhcr. Muhi ud Dm 
played the game with the peiie&iion of courtesy, but when 
they all went away, he la^ I whispered in bis au t For w 
that 1 shall not join the brotherhood,'' " Nor 11 ” iK.whi^ 
pered back f^eotiy. It's an intcreSling world I'm Uvtng m 
isn't it? , . ^ . 

Xo lOd the way to Giiro] t^ftnofy ty*i. 

On the Tigris bo«i and continued oa the J-W£i^ 

Wc'rt off and I've put off writing this week till 1 got on to 
the ship as any way I s h^H carry a letter myself quicker than 
the poa would cat^ it. ., , 

The laA week has seen the fiiS arrival of a new clOTeac, 
the Mesopotamian offioets who were in Syria arc beninning to 
return, the fiiSt to come being Nuri Pasha Said, Ja£rt s brother- 
in-law. He came LtS w eek. .. The (ky fliiei his arrival Jafrt 
telephoned to roe and, asked when Nuri could see Sir Percy* 
Sir Percy asked them to come at once and Stay to iunch. They 
came at ir and sat fbt an hour with me. I called up Capt, 
Qayton, wlio knew and liked Nuri in Syria; Majot Murray 
dropped in and we had a moewmious talk. The nwroect I 
saw him I realised that wc had before us a Strong wd simple 
force wjA which we mu 5 l either use or engage in difficult 
combat. Wc began very' gently feeling the ground as wc wenti 
my queSions he answered very warily; then as 1 per¬ 
sisted, he took his line and in a few sentences developed lus 
programme — the summoniDg of the constituent assembly 
which was to petfomi four tasks; (i) to appoint a Cabinet, 
(a) to scicS a ruler, (y) to pass a law authorising some fomi eff 
conscription for the Arab Army, {4) to design a flag. “ That's 
all right," said wie, and proceeded to discuss the points in 
detail... 

[There are no letters ficom Gertrude during the Con¬ 
ference—Her father joined her in Cairo for a white.] 

To Bagdau, jifiii/ > 

I 5p^t the whole of nest day, Sunday, getting through 
papers in the office and came to tea and a number of 

5S9 




LETTERS OF GERTRUDE BELL 


x^t 

visitors, moSly Europcm. Ye^rcrday and to-day have been 
very busy days with a great tied of work and a gi«at many 
callers, Faisal arrives at Suea: m-rnoiiow so that in a wc^ or 
ten days ought to be leicdvin^ the tclcgta^ he is to 
address to his supponets mnouiiaag his caiididamre. By 
that time Sit Percy ought to be able to make a fuller pro- 
noimccment for he wiu have received permission from 
Churchill who will have consulted the Cabinet at home. Tbuigs 
should therefore begin to move pretty <5mckly. . . - 


Xo Bagdad, Apeii i^ji. 

Will you send me some thick woollen tricotine of a blue as 
near as may be to the enclosed colour, enough for Marie to 
make me a winter everyday gown, jumper and^ skirt- Also 
some soft blue silk on which to mount the skirt, the same 
colour. Further will you give a pattern of the blue to my hat 
maker, Anne Marie in Sloanc Street, and tell her to send me by 
parcel poiSt a blue felt hat—she knows the kind of shape 1^ 
the green fdt she made for me laSt year tiimnied with reddish 
brown wines, pheasant would do or a red brown feather 
t rimming of some kind. Not oftdeb feathers, that’s too dear. 

To fLB. Bacoad, Aprii 17/i. 19x1. 

.., There was a runaoui^—that on the way down to Basrah 
when we went away, I had said to persons not re^cd that the 
object of the conference was to declare Faisal King .... it 
was entirely untrue, but no doubt lie knows that fomieriy 
when people pressed me to give my own opinion 1 have 
alw'ays said that Faisal would Fthought be the be^ cbo^. 1 
am therefore identified as a Sharifian, which I don’t mind at 
all, but I have always been careful to say that the dioice muft 
reit with the people, and 1 am now careful to keep my private 
opinion for the present to myself. ... 

Meantime telegrams are going daily to the King of the l-li jaa 
bc^ing him to send one of Ids sons. 

The fiuicdons of the Arab Ministers will be earned on by 
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the Advisots (British). We have not yet recetved the telcgfa^ 
pnmised by Mt. Chutchill after he bad consulted ^th the 
Cabinet - ue are not therefore at liherry to make public 
Faisal has H.M.G's consent to nm as a candidate, hot I felt 
sure that some announcement about tlie conference could not 
he delayed and I ^ot Sir Pcicj' to publish a prdimhiary state¬ 
ment. It ct>ntains nothing about the deft tons hut it says that 
a general amnesty will be declared very shortly and this has 
been received with acclamation.... In a very short time there¬ 
fore important new faaiots should have entered into the 
game; Faisal himself with liis declared can^dature, the 
pardoned leaders of iaS year's levolc, the Sharifian paper and 
the suspension of the Arab nunifters. ... 

Meantime the general attitude of the coun^ with regard to 
ourselves has immensely improved. There^s a consensus of 
opinion that whatever liappens they can^t do without our 
guidance and help. Being Sunday, 1 fode down early this 
moming to Haji Naji and had break&ft with liim on native 
bread, fresh unsaltcd butter, sugared apples and coffee. lie is 
hand in glove with the Sharifians, thinks Naji, Nuri, Jaftr and 
Co., the bca Mesopotamians he knows and is convmced that 
the overwhelming majority in the country is for Faisd, Said 
he with his cuitomaiy wisdom, “ Let the people do it them- 
sdves ; the British Government need not inteifw.” It is so 
restful and delidous sittbg with him under his fitnii trro 
which were in flower when 1 left and are nour loaded with 
gTocn fruit. It a heavenly rooming and hot sun and a cool 
fitde north wind.... Tm happy in helping to forward what I 
profoundly believe to be the heft thing for this country and 
the wish of the beft of its people, . . . 


To H.Bl Baciwn. 11/*, 19^1 ■ 

Capt. Thomas who is a murician, carried up a piano with 
him to Shatiah and insrited his Sheikhs to come and liften to 
the Pathftique sonata. At the end he asked what they thought 
of it. " Waukhi.” said otic " khosh daqqah.^' By God a good 
thumping 
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To her FarcnB. 


ELajgdao, A/igr W, 19^1. 


Yc^crda^, SundiVt their Exediendes took a p^rty to 
Babylon with me as guide. We left at 7 a.iii. and arrived by 
motor about ii, saw the Palace and Ishtar gate and bad an 
excellent lunch—need I say since it was ptovdded by Lady 
Cox in the Genmn Expediuoiis-Haus. . . . 

Tve ju^ had about }o ladies to tea, quite a nice party in the 
gaidcA^ so that*s that. 

The ofHcc hours arc now 7 a.itL till which means break- 
ftt£dng at 6,fo. I think 1 abail rather like it. Later in the 
summer 1 shall come back for lunch and then have a teR In 
my house, but as yet it’s not at all hot, an exceptionally cool 
pleasant spring, . . . 

Good-bye my deareSl beloved Fatlicr and Mother, I'm 
itappy and interested in my work and vciy happy in the con-^ 
fid^cc of my chief. When I think of this time year. . , , 


To I'LB. ^AGQU), |/i, 7 ^ 11 , 

Your weekly letters ate the gteateft joy, I don’t know what 
1 should do without them. . . . 

Wc axe not having a very easy rime. Persia is a doubtful 
quantity but so fir remains quiescent. 

In Angora, 1 think 1 told you, the extrcniRts have got the 
upper band, which &om out point of view means that Turkish 
agitation continues on our noithctn Ifontier. . . . 

My young Narionalift fticods arc alarmed at the a&ivity cf 
the Turks on the fponriei and the existence of a lat^e body of 
pro-Turkish fbcling in this countty. Their fear is that the 
rctoin of the Turks would kill or indefinitely postpone their 
dttuc^t hopes—namely the setting up of an independent Arab 
Stetc. This is the sentiment whidi wc 'want Co fbfter, and as it 



the middle of May has not yet left Mecca. The League of 
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Nations is holding ^ the ttimdate (n dcfeicnoe to Amenoit 
prqudioc and Mi. Chtirchiirs gtattineni in the House ivhich 
ought to have taken place on June znd is again postponed. 
Sir Percy has utged wat we should drop the nsanckte alto¬ 
gether and go for a tieary with the Azab State when it is con- 
Minted- It would be a magttiiicent move if wc*re bold enough 
to do it. It isn*t the tnandaic which bothers us bene — -no 
NationidiSt wants to shake loose ftom British help and contto! 
—Euit the word mandate isn*t popular and a freely negoiiared 
tteaty would be infinitely better liKcd, besides giving us a much 
fact hand. We have always known that Faisal would ulti¬ 
mately, insist on 3 trcatv in place of a mandate—now we have 
the oppormnitv of making a * beau grfte * and riving of our 
own aet^xtd what we should cettainly have had to give later 
at his request. 

Meantime the amneay is out and my friends arc busying 
themselves in the conMtntion of a moderate S h a rifian parry 
with a definite progtamme— the latter was submitted to me. * 

, . Sit Perejf has told them through me to go ahead and rely 
on his support... , 

Captain Smith and I (you know he’s the son of the Maftet 
of Railiol) went to another school fimfiioQ this week. It was a 
piodirious affflif - * Lc tout ’ Bagdad was theic—the Arab 
world! We were the only English—nod it laSed the usual 
three hours. We sat in rows and listened to speeches, songs 
and poems and I really bcliev'c the audience liked it. ITiere 
weft parts of it whicH were quite remarkably long speeches 
(no speech lasted less than ij minutes) about the light of 
oducatioa being the sole tay that illumines tlie world ; but 1 
muil confess that there were also interesting moBient-s. One 
was an ode by a half paralysed, old poet, Jamil Zuhawi — there 
was 3 j minutes of it, which is long for an ode, but ncveithe- 
less it was worth s it tin g through. He is not only a £iear poet 
but be h a very great * discur,* He began by tumhlmg odthc 
cdtade and having to be poked and pushed tack on to it while 
everyone murmured “Allah I ” Then he embarked on an invo¬ 
cation of some lo couplets to the skies of the Iraq. He began 
very quietly with great throbbing lines which pulsed on to a 

593 


X93I 


LETTERS OF GERTRUDE BELL 

Toluine of sound. The whole suKhence took fire; 
they leaivt forward with their faces itlununated and rime after 
the fidliog couplet was revivified with a *' Repeat t Re¬ 
peat . Jamil Zuhawi was followed by another and rival 
poet, a man called Maruf. He is said to be one of the greatest 
Arabists livbg. I didn't understand tire WDcm which 
immensely applauded but I did underSanti the speech vrith 
which he prefaced it and I thought it fiiS rate, very bold and 
li^raJ and fid 1 of good sense, , . , 

We all had to get up at j next mottung to go to^ the King's 
birthday pmde which was held in the desert quite near my 
house. All the Arab magnates came and there were an astonish¬ 
ing number of troops; but this tvas a deception-—we hap¬ 
pened to have in Bag^d the rcgtmenfs which have fu^ come 
down foom Persia and are going to Irtdia or Hngland. ft ended 
with a flight of jo aeroplanes wWch was really splendid. The 
CoKcs gave a dinner that night. ... It was very well done. 
After di nner we sat on the temee over the river. Tlte trees 
were hung 'witii coloured lamps and the lights of the town 
glittered across the river. It's a great asset hat-iog your river 
running through the heart of your city. . . . 


to FjJ. B AGO An, Af^ ifi, ijii. 

Oa Friday there was an irmnensc tea party at the Persian 
Consul's in honour of the Shah's birthtfay—I wonder how 
many more birthdap the Shah will wJcbcatc on his throne I 
Persian aflaiis seem fairly Sable but there's a great pressure of 
opinion against the rich landlord class, moft of whom are 
indeed In prison, the Shah only, who is the greatest landlord 
of them all, being spared. ... 

I was feeling so tired of sitting up and behaving that this 
morning, Sunday, 1 rode out early to Karradah and break¬ 
fasted with Haji !>f aii who is the salt of the carfo. We gossipped 
pleasantly of all mat was happening—he is eminently sen¬ 
sible—and walked about under the feir trees wf^ the apri¬ 
cots are iuS ripening. 1 ate the first to-day. This week, Ra- 
iTiq dh? n DcgiflS, which w^iU put an end to tea parties, a thing I 
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sban^t fcgtct* I go into the office at 7 a.m. come iwaj about 
j.jo, and if th«e\ a tea patty to follow I haven’t a minute all 
day in which to or rc^ ot look about me. 

Out politics ate tather Itanging fire. . . A bewildered ittle 
Saiyid from Najaf way came ro see me one day, ^d told me 
his hopes and fears. He was very shy,.., He left me feeling 
that it uoan't astonishing that they don’t know what we’re up 
to, Firft we imprison them for saying th^ want Abdullan 
and then we encourage them to ask for Faisal t One of my 
be^ informants about afiairs in Bagdad, when he relates the 
conversation with people who inquire what he thinks the 
British Government wants, generally gives as his shant in the 
conversation, this answer: “ Wafiani, my brother 1 who 
knows what is in their minds,” 


To RB. Bagdah, Afgf ij/i, 1911, 

Your letters have an almost too acute intcreS. , , , You 
speak of a possible settlement, but more than a month has 
passed without one. It is most interesting about: the Defence 
Force and the miners joining it. It doesn’t sound as if there 
v'cre rmteb hjttoncss in our pact of the umrld.... T think of 
all OUT countryside at this peautiful time and wish I were 
there, nevertheless Fm happy in the work here and it ought to 
develop very soon in various direftions. We haven’t even yet 
got the amne^ out. It tias been held up hr^ by having to 
consult the French, then the Government of India. Nor has 
there yet been a pronouncement about the deftions, but tltat is 
because we hau to find out firS what parrs of the Kurdish 
provinces would come in to the Arab State. 1 hope that we 
shall know this week that most of them wUl. .Answers are 
beginning to fioiw in from the Sharif in reply to the fitd 
telegram sent to him asking him to send one of his sons here. 
The answers arc characteristically vame, , , . 

Basrah opinion will carry a good deal of weight. They arc 
trying to d^w up a programme for the clcfHon which will be 
wide enough to embrace the greater number of opinions. 
Fve got the draft and it seems quite good. If one lea ves them 

595 




LETTERS OF GERTRUDE BELL 


192 X 


alone, giving onljr the sympathetic encoucagefncnt they 
ask, th^ come to an ag r e em ent with one another, and thax^s 
the hc£t* k « * 

It ^kes roc that not many people of the up^r classes arc 
Elating this year. Even the Naqib, for the fiiSt rime in his 
fife, is not keeping the —&r reasons of health. He would 
have died of IL . . 1 wonder how long the fa;^ will hold 
Islam—like the veiling of W'omen it might disappear, as a 
universal in&initioa, pretty hSt. TTic unomcn who ^vc come 
back from Syria or ^ndanrinople find the Bagdad social 
observances very trying. They have been accuSotoed to 
much gneaier fre^m. As soon as we get our local inStinmona 
Ermly established they will be bolder. They and their hus¬ 
bands arc afraid that any $tei>s taken now would set all the 
prejudiced old tongues wagging and Jeopardise their future. 
Nevertheless these new men bring their wives to see me, 
which is an unesqjefted depaimrc from fegdad cufto^ 
according to which a man would never go about with his wife. 
! welcome eveiydilug that tends in this direftiem, but, again, 
one can do so little but give sympathetic welcome to the 
women. They mu& work out their own salvation and it 
wouldn^t help them to be a&ivdy backed by an inhdel, even 
if the tnfidd were I who am permitted many things here. . . . 

Mautice innft be having a time with his Toxitorials and the 
Defence Force, bless him. 

To RBi B.amuLO, lyii. 

1 anticipated that things would happen much more quickly. 
But they haven’t happened. They are, I may say, |u£t begin- 
nbg now, for the telegrams feom Mecca ... are making an 
appredabie eife&. People are inclined to rhink .... that 
they are more or less inspired by H.M.G* or at any rate imply a 
leaning in a Shartfein diredion on the part of H.M.G. Th^ 
arc the natural result of our saying that a son of the Sharif 
would be regarded as a suitable candidate and might be 
a oached as to whether he would £tand. . . . 



iaji Suwaidi has drawn up and submitted to me a pro- 
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^Tunnic for a modcraie ShxHftta parry—which I showed to 
Sir Percy who thought it all nghL Tm very crateftiJ to Najii 
for keeping me so closely in touch... . I've ibund Naji very 
sensible and capable as 'well as very pidecr under the pro¬ 
longed delay. All this promises well for the fbmre. . . 

we’re debating what wc can do to Strengthen the founda¬ 
tion of Ctesiphon so as to save the greai fa9ade wall Tbere^s 
no immediate prosped of ks falling but it has a very marked 
lift outwards. We Wve dug some holes down to the fonnda- 
tions and 1 went out early on Saturday morning with Mafor 
Wilson (the archit^ you remember) to look at them. He 
proTOSCs to put a big wad of concrete agamft the fbundadons 
underground^ and I’m afraid we shall have to slope ft off 
againft the wall for about lo feet of its height above ground, 
w'hicb won’t be pretty, hut ought to make the wall as safe as 
wc can make iL 


To H.B. Bacuad, Afdj lyM, 1931. 

It’s too soon for a forecaft but probably this nun of the 
wheel will mcai} that North Persia wilt fall once more under 
Russian domination—under the new Russia w*hosc foreign 
policy differs not a whit &om chat of the old. 

From Anatolia the news is not good. The ex trem ists 
have got the upper hand at Angora, they will accept no com« 
promise over ^yma or Thrace ; they are In for a prolonged 
struggle with the Greeks during the whole of which they will 
be bitterly and-European. Our chief hope there is that if we 
get Faisal he may come to some settlement with them on our 
northern frontier. 

Tlic amnesty is out totnocrow, Heaven be praised. It will 
set free the bands of our Nationalists and they will gee to 
work b earnest. Mr. Churchiirs statement to the House 
ought to clear the air further, for be must, I take it, say some¬ 
thing about Faisal’s being a candidate acceptable to H.M,G. 
which w'ill be widely regarded as bdicatbg chat he is the most 
acceptable. 

Fm thinking of gomg to Sukimanlyah at the end of the 

If 
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week for a few dafa—to Kitkuk for a coaplc of nights and so 
on by motor. Sulaimaniya has refused, on a pikiiscite, to 
come in under the Arab C 5 ovt and is going for the present 
to be a little Kurdish axclave administered diceedy under Sir 
Percy,., The population is wholly Kurdish and they say they 
don^ want to be part of an Arab State. Tve never been there 
and as we shall hear a good deal about it in the High Coimms- 
sioncx’s Office I should like to get the colour and sentiment of 
it at first hand, so 1 spend tny cveoings tubbing up my rusty 
Fenian, 


To HhBi^ BAtroAD» 7 *«r ix/Aj 1911 

Things ate at last beginning to move. TcTcgiams have 
come i^m King Hussam saying that Faisul leaves for the 
Iraq this week. 

What everybody wants to know is our wishes and as 
soon as they get any kind of lead they will ail, I thiik, come 
into line. Meanri^, 1 receive many agitated visits from my 
young Sharifian friends asking for reassurances and for guid¬ 
ance, which I give to the best of my ability and according to 
Sir Percy’s directions. He is a master hand ar the game of 
politics * it’s an education to watch him playing it,.... 

_ I’ve just had this Sunday moniing a long visit from two 
big Sheikhs, Fahad Bey of the Anazch and Ati Suiaiman, of 
the Dulaim. Both came down from Rama di to see Sir Peicy 
and find out his views.., So they have been told to stay here 
for a day or rwo when H.M.G, will make pronouncemenis. 

I don’t^ for a mon^r hesttatc about the rightne^ of our 
policy. We can’t continue direct British control though the 
coun^ would be better govetned by it, but its rather a comic 
position to be telUng people over and over again that whether 
they like it or not they must have Arab not British Govt.,,. 


To H.B. BAcnan, /*» 19/4, 1511, 

We here are now launched on our perilous way. On Mon¬ 
day my old friend the Mayor came to my office and said that 
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since Fiiisal was cotning it was up to the notables of Bagdad to 
make a ptopee recqjtion for him and not to leave it aU to the 
young cmemists* FaisaJ was a famous Arab and the son of 
a Ki^ and must be treated as such, f said i thought that 
view perfectly proper, he as the Mayor of the towii» should 
make the arrangements. 

The younger men have frequenred my oSice this week, Wc 
had to settle on a teraporarr flag—I suppose the G>nstitucitt 
A^mbly will have the final word there—and then there was 
the didkidt question as to w'htre Faisal should be lodged. If 
only we had got die odictal communique from home earlier 
everything would have been much easier... I believe Faisal 
is statesman enough to realise diat he roust capture the older 
mote steady going people wliilc at the same time not chilling 
over much the eimiusiasm of lus more ardent supporter. 

Well, to continue my tale. . Here was Faisal arriving at 
Basrah on the a3rd and wc StilJ without any communiqud 
&om home.. Mcanw’hlle his partisans were growing narurally 
impadent and anxious to get busy, Sir Percy noised this 
and unofficially approved the project presented through me— 
that they should summon the town to a hig meeting on Fciday, 
6 days befote Paisat's arrival. As soon as the invitations were 
out, in the name of Naji Suwaidi, denes and others dropped 
in to my ofhcc to sound me as 10 whether they ought to go 
Oh yes,” said I ** why not ?” the meeting has the approval 
of H.E.” On Thursday afternoon die Naqib . , irndt* a 
sound move. He informed the Council of Minivers that 
Faisal was coming and that they must make preparations to 
recei ve him properly and see that he was suitably lodged. 
Therefoie they appointed a reception committL-e of j Minis- 
lers. I had been out after tea and on the way hr^ne I met 
the Secretary to the Gauncil, who stopped me and cold me this 
excellent news. I rode on much cheered and when I got 
home I found a letter from Sir Percy enclosing the long 
espeflcd commuoit^u^S which he told me to get through to 
Jam or Naji Suwaidi before the meeting which u’xs to take 
pUce at S next rooming. By good luck Jafar with his wife 
and sister were dining so 1 tcanslatcd the communique to them 
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and gave it to Jafar for the meeting. They “wcTe aE dcligh* 
ted arid] it and indeed h was just what we wanted. 

Next day Na|r Suwajdi and the Xlutamii^ came to my oiEcie 
after the meeting to tepon. It had been a great success, 
everyone had been present and 6o people had b«n chosen to 
go down to Basrah to welcome Farsal—would I kindly make 
aitangcmenis with the Railway. There remained die que^ion 
of his lodging here which they ptoposed to solve bf putdtig 
him into some rooms in the Sarai (the Government offices) 
which were now under repair,.. if they could be got ready is 
dime. Public Works declared chat it couldn't be done. 
Jafar telephoned to me in despair on Saturday motning; I 
telephoned to Public Works, made suggestions for coveting 
bare walls with hangings and hnally the thing 'a’as anangeJ. 

In the evening I went to the Naqjb, whom I found reedv- 
iug the report of the Reccpdnn Comminee. Directly I got 
in ne showed me a telegram which had just come to him from 
King Hussain couched in very suitable terms and announdng 
that he was sending liis son Faisal to him,,., 

This morning, being Sunday, hlr. Tod and I rode before 
breakfa^ to Haji Naji . . Haji Naii presently drew me aside 
and told me he thoughi of going with the party to Basrah 
only he was rather afraid of being loSt in the ruck. 1 said I 
would give him a Ictrct of inttoiduciion to Mr. Cornwallis, 
who is coming with Faisal, so that he might be treated with 
consideration.. ., 


To H.B, jjAf ryij, 

Faisal arrives in Basrah to-day. . His adherents antidpatc 
that bis coming will be the sign for a great popular ovatioiL 
Heaven send it may be so iot it wfll immensely simplify 
matters for us. Mearttimc there can be no question that It is 
regarded with amdety by the Magnates. On Morjday we had 
a ftrong deputation from Basrah bringing a petition in which 
they ashed for separate treatment for the flastali area, ‘rhey 
were ready to accept a common King but they asked that 
Basrah might have a separate Legislative Assembly, a sepor^e 
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Aimf, police sendee md idsc aod spend its own tases, making 
fl suitable comributioji to the cctitnl administndon. They" 
ca fw to me on their way to Sir Percy and asked me to sup¬ 
port their rcqucft, I said No; whatever H.M.G, decided 
would have my loyal support as a Govcmincnt sexvact, but 
imt?T that decision was given I inu£t ereicise my private 
opinion which was that what they asked, was not in tlie 
intere^ of the country as a whole and would not prove to be 
pennanendy in thdr own interests. . . With that dtey went 
to Sir Percy who gave thcin a sy mpathetic hearing but said in 
genetal terms riut he would not conceal from them that 
H.M.G- wanted to see a United Iraq. However a large 
degree of local autonomy would be consistent with that end 
and a compiomise on these lines should be consideted. . . . 
1 have been defied Ptesident of the Ba^gdad Public Library.,. 

Tlic Reccpiioa Commince got them progtamme tluough 
the Q>un<^ on jhlonday. Mutasartif Rashid Bey, a sftong 
Sharifian» brought it b to us for Sk Pctqr's approvd on Tues¬ 
day- VC'hat they wanted to know was what part Sir Percy 
was going to talte and above all whether he would provide a 
guard of honour- I promised to get the reply as soon as 
possible- But things don't go as quiddy as out and yestCT- 
day morning, WecT, Rashid Bey turned up again atb said 
they had no answer. Later in the tnotnbg I arranged that he 
and Aiajid Bey a! Shawt should come b and have a personal 
imerview. Weanrime Nuri Said, who had been b Basrah^ 
had seen me the previous cvcnii^ and told me about the popu¬ 
lar demonftnmon- He thought it might result in an imm^aie 
aedaniarion of Faisal as Kmg, and asked me amdously wb«hct 
we should mind that- I answered b suitable terms iltat we 
only wanted to fcno>v tlic opinion of the country. -,. AU this 
I reported to Sir Percy rbac night at a ball given by Lady Cox 
and it may have partly influenced his answer to Rasliid Bey 
next m orning - Anyway Faisal is to have his guard of lioaour 
both at Basi^ and here.. * . 

I expefl Faisal will come to terms "with the Basrah magnates 
and satisfy them that Basrah will leodve full considerorioti. 
M r Cornwallis is with him, a tower of strength and wisdom, 
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Tve sent him A letter exphmtng bo^' the wind blows through^ 
out the Iraq and as soon as he comes up here I shall be able co 
keep him p^cd it) local politics, , . , 

Altcad)' the whole town is dying the Sharitian dag, I saw 
it to-day dying on every other shop in the Bazaar. inten¬ 
tion is good but the dag heraldically bad. I don't know if you 
know it. The ted triangle colour annes over the black and 
green colour on colour, and ebetefore wrong isn't it..., 
Yc^raday we had news of Faisal's arrival in Basrah and an 
excellent reception, heaven be praised, . , . Faisal has now 
gone off to Najaf and Karbala and gets here on Wednesday 
29 th. Half of my mornings have been spent in receiving visits 
ftom the Mutasarrif or exchanging message wdth him on the 
telephone about the reception and festivities Iwic. We have 

S '; right at la& T think . Mosul also is coming forward. A 
depuration of all the leading people came mswn here laft 
: and Nuri Said, whom 1 saw this morning, tells me that 
their line of argumcni is that they can’t think why there's such 
division of opinion here and that far the be^ course is to pro¬ 
claim Faisal King at once.... and said that if they hadn’t had 
my constant lidp they could not have carried on, and 1 re¬ 
plied that I ^oed faS all the time in Sir Percy's unswerving 
purpose. Bui 1 have been useful to them all the same, these 


last weeks and I'm glad Fve been here. 

Tm told that Najt Suwaidi is jn favor of a mandate rather 
than the proposed treaty, because a mandate gives ns more 
authority ! Faisal wants 1 



the way it will work out, an^ 
immaterial. You can't run a 


of the people, and if you've got that it doesn't maiter wbctbei 
its a mandate or a treaty, but what rejoices me is the fulfilment 
of my dream that we should sit by in an atdtnde of repose and 
have them coming up our ftont door fteps to beg us to be 
more adivc..,. 
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NOTICE 

TO 

AH- AUTHORS^ PUB1JSHEK5 A^T) BOOKSELLEBJ 

The Salam I.ibnur^ Bagdad, inieods to bsue a peztcKllcal 
pubUcatioA—in Arabic aitd English—the objed oi which is 
to irvtcw books published in Oriental languages, Arabic, 
Petsiin, Turkish, Hebrew, Syriac, Hindustani, etc.; and also 
books publish^ in European languages, Ei^Uah, French and 
German, etc. 

This publication will deal only with books presented to the 
Ubnuy with a requeSa from the publisher or author asking for 
a review or nocice of the book. 

It will also give an account of such manuscripts as may be 
found in the fibiarv or are to be found b local bookshops. 
Thus the Salam Library's periodical ^blicatjon will be the 
bed means for mtroducbg European nooks to Orientals and 
Oriental books to Europeans and will serve as a means to 
htdlitare the sale of books. 

The Committee of the Salam Library is compo^ of 
Arab and Bdrisb members who will undemke the publication 
of (he periodical. 

(Signed) Gertrude Bell, 
PrrsiJf/t/, Salam Library, 
Bagdad 


(Gertrude sent copies of this notice to be distributed 
b England, together with a circular, addressed to 
English publishers, askii^ if they wotJd care to send 
books to the Salam Library], 
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To H.B. Bacdao, Jtait 1511. 

It's being so frightEiUy mtettjting — ^bcit I thtxe I Txt me 
begin ai the beginning. Wlicre was I? It was Mondajr's 
venucular paper which gave the hiit full account of Faisal's 
arrival at Basrah and the quite admirable speech which be 
made at a big fun^hon thev had for him. Tumbling in on this 
came an agent whom I had sent down to Basrah to bring me a 
report of the temper of his reception and gave a very glowing 
account of the encct mturle by this speech which he said In- 
dined all hearts towards Faisal, This was cheering and in the 
evening Nap Suwaidi and Nun dropped Ui after tea; Naii 
bach from Basrah with a rosy tale. TTicn we fell to talking of 
the next ^eps and agtecd that we could nor leave him here not 
knowing what his position would be for 6 or 8 weeks till the 
eledions were over. Somehow or other rite country muft be 
got to dedafe itself Sir Percy and 1 liad already discussed 
this but I didn’t fed at liberty to mention the 4ft to my two 
ftcicndSf so I only gave them comforting reassurances. But 
wc don’t want Faisal to come in by a coup d*<jtaE of the extre* 
mi$tS"Wc mu^ have something much more constitutional 
than that. ... On Wednesday Faisal was to aedve at 7 a.m, 
Cbl. Joyce and I motored to the ^doo together, going all the 
way up tile big street to tlte upper bric^. The whole town 
was decorated, triumphal arch», Arab nags, and packed with 
people, in the Streets, on the housetops, everywhere. At the 
^tion immense crowds. It was very w^ arranged with scars 
for the magnates all round, and all filled with magnates. Sic 
Percy and Sir Aylmer and a guard of honour and alL But we 
learnt there had been an ^ilboulcmcnt’on the line—a telegram 
had been received to say he w*a$ coming by motor and hoped 
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to arrive at ibc appointed hour. We waited, we taiked, we 
shook hands all round^-at least 1 dH—we looked at the Arab 
levies and towards *, paf 1 came a tnessaTO down the line to 
say that he was In the train after all, couldn^t get through and 
might be here at mid^y 1 Sir Percy quickly took command 
Noon at the end of june is not an hour at which you can hold 
a great reception out of doors,., He was acootdlngly asked to 
spend the ray in the train and get in at 6 p.m. And so w^c all 
went home, i to the odicie where presently Nud came in and 
assured me that the evemog’s reception would be better even 
titan that of the morning. Then HajI Kali, up from Basnly 
full of delight. Thanks to the letter I had given liim to Mr. 
Cornwallis lie had spoken to Faisal and lie was die being they 
wanted and that was all right 1 ... rVnd so behold me at f .50 
again setting off for the ^don. . . And this dme the train 
arrived. 

SIdi Faisal Stood at the carriage door looking very splendid 
in full Arab dress, saluting tbe guard of honour. Sir Percy 
and Sir Aylmer went up to him as he got out and gave him a 
fine ccrcmoaious greeting, and all the people cbpped. He 
went down the line of the miaid of honour, inspeiong It.. , 
Sir Pccc)' began to present tlie Arab Magnates, repiescntaiives 
of the Naqib, etc. X hid behind Mr, Cornwallis, but Faisal saw 
me and stepped across to shake luuids with m& Fie looked 
excited ana anxious — you're not a king on approbarion with* 
out any tension of the spirit—but it only gave his natural 
dignity a more human charm. Then he was loft in the crowd 
and Col. Joyce and 1 ftayed talking to hh. Cornwallis w’lio, 
poor dear, u'as so dried up with thiiSl that he could scaroely 
talk at all. But what he said was that up to now things hadn’t 
gone well The people were ftanding hack.... 

.All the way up the Story they bad heard was, the High Com¬ 
missioner is neutial, the Kbatun and Mr. Garbett want Faisd 
and Mi. Philby wants a republic, . , , Naturally Faisal u*as 
bewildered — ^was the High Commissioner with him and if so 
why did his otHcers adopt a dideroit attitude ? All the moc 
was he bewildered because he was told with equal frequence 
that if the local oHicecs would lift a &iger all the people wouly 
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follow ihdr (cid Why wasn't the finger lifted if that was the 
offcial policy ? We cxjpfained all that liad happened, and the 
long dd^ in getting the pronoimcement fiom England, stnd 
that Sir l4icy wm absolutely sound and detennined to cany 
tltc thing through-.»* 

Tliis morning on t^ w’ay to the office 1 went to the Sa^i 
anrl gave my card to fndsal's A.D.G. He said would 1 wait a 
minute, the Amir would like to see me; it was a little pa9 
seven, tithcr early for a morning calL I waited, talking to the 
A.D.C and presently Faisal sent for me, Tltey showed me 
into a big room and he came trackly across Jn his lon^ white 
lobes, took me by both hands and said I cxjuldn t have 
believed that you could have given me so much hdp as you 
have given me.” So we sat down on a soft, I assured 
him that Sir Percy was absolutely with him. ,,, 

Mr. Cornwallis into the office later and I told him I 
had called on Faisal. He said (I must tell you because k 
pleased me so much) " "niat was quite right. All the ^-ay 
up He had been h<^tiiig your praise and he gave me a message 
for yon in case he didn’t see you to speak to lo-day. I was to 
tcU you how gratefo] he was. And my private spy the man 1 
sent to Basrah tells me the people oonSbimly say, “ Is tlic 
Khatun satisfied.. , 

The next event was that evening's banquet in the Maude 
gardens. It was really bcaucifolly done. The place lighted 
with electric lights looted lovely. 

Faisal tarried on a linie conversation in French with Sir 
Aylmer, but mostly he and i and Sit Percy, and Abdul Mafid 
and 1 talked across the table. Faisal looked very happy and 1 
felt \'ery happy and so did Sir PetCT,.., 

Then got up our great poet, of whom Fve often told you, 
Jamil Zahawi, and redtea a tremendous ode in which he re¬ 
peatedly alluded to Faisal as King of the Iraq and everyone 
dapped and cheered. And then there Pepped forward into the 
grassy space between the tables a Shiah in white robes and a 
black doak and big black turban and chanted a poem of which 
I didn't understand a word. It was far too long and as 1 say 
l ytif^ unintelligible but nevertheless it was wonderful. Tim 
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tfllJ robed figure chanting and marking time vitb an upiified 
the dafkness in the palm trt:c$ i^ond the illuminated 

circle—ii hypnotised you- 

But its not all smo^ yet. We get reports about the lower 
Euphrates tribes preparing monftious pc^ons b favour of a 
republic and of Shtah Alim Mujtahids being ail agalnft Faisal. 
1 don't believe half of them are true but one in 

anxiety. TtMlay 1 sent for one of the ptinapal lEuphjates 
Sheikhs,.,» He is a Strong Sharifian and we talked the whole 
matter over. Before him I had had an influential group of 
Bagdadis saying that we mu^ finish the business, we couldn't 
wait for elections, Somehow or other Faisal muS be pro- 
ebijned King. I referred them to Faisal himself, knowing 
that he has discussed it with Sit Percy, and told them to take 
Faisal’s orders. In the aftemoon Faisal sent for me and told 
me his ideas wliich were very sound. 1 also gave him a few 
suggestions to bring before Sir Percy.,.. With that Faisal 
went ^ to see Sir Percy, so 1 should think ihings will happen. 
I’m beginniiig to fed as if 1 couldn't Sand it much longer 1 
One is Stcaining cvety nerve all the time to pull the matter for¬ 
ward ; talking, persuading, writing, I find myself cstirying on 
the argument even In my'sleep. But anyway Faisal s ante¬ 
chamber contains a good many of the right people and it’s com¬ 
forting to think that he can do the taiking so well himself. 
"'K c’vc got Bagdad and I'm pretty certain we’ve got Mosul; 
(he red will fall into line. 


To ff.B, Bagoao, Jttfy 1911 

On Monday morning I was having a cmekl interview. The 
leading Q)d$tian here, came in with the Mutasanif and Naji 
Suwaidi to urge dtat once Faisal had come we couldn’t aflord 
to wait for e^ion and muit resort to referendum to place 
him on the throne. We were all folly aware of this, indeed 
Faisal had talked of it w'hen 1 saw iiim on Saturday, but be 
added tliat the one thing he fc^d was a coup d’etat, and we 
mud continue to make the proocedings as constitutional as 
"we could... Accordingly Sir Percy saw the Naqtb and it was 
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arranged that the Osundl shall consider how soon the decdoos 
cm take ptacc, since there is obviousEy urgent need to come 
to a setdement. Sir Percy has ascertained that we can't get the 
regiin: ration of elcSots through under two months* * * The 
lo^ press iias already began to talk abrout a itfcrcndum, 
wiihouE an inspiration* . > 1 read the four local papera every 
tnnming and if there’s anything J think unsuitable 1 intimate 
the fafl to the editors, dirediy or tndireflJy. To-day 1 had to 
do it dire^y; one enthusiast bad publisJied a violent attack 
on the French in Syria* 1 sent for him and proved to his satis* 
fat^on that they md better leave the Symos to take care of 
themselves. . *. 

VThat helps everything is that Faisai's personality goes three 
quartets of the way. He has been roping in adherents ; they 
nofl of them come round to me to ^ fitted on the biack at 
whkti I’m getting to be an adept. It’s a little more delicate 
when they arc tiemblmg on the brink hut I then bring in the 
overwhelming argument that Sir Percy and Faisal arc working 
hand in hand—tt’s rcitliy remarkable now completely satisfied 
they are if they know’ that Sir Percy approves. He has an 
cittaoidinary bold on the country, 

Moit of the towns—T think I told you—have sent deputa¬ 
tions to greet Faisal. ^Tiih these T exenange visits. 

Its rather a complication in all these fc^vJties that the tem- 
pcramrc is i lo—at least that's what it goes up ro by day. 

One by one ail the leaders of the rebellion are coming in to 
pay their lespefts. One came on Tuesday and got a fine 
dressing down firSt from me and then from Sir Percy. How¬ 
ever he took It in good part and went aw'av saying that he was 
delighted with Sk Petty 1 All the ShcikJjs and Sainds who 
fought againit us are turtting up also, I need not say that Sir 
Fcrqr’s handling of them b perfeS. * . . This momiag an 
oppommity ptesented itself in which 1 could both do the 
right thing and the thing that pleased me—a rare combination. 
There came in one of the leaders of the revoi^ a horrid worth¬ 
less man .... and 1 was more icily rude to him than Tve ever 
been to anyone. Me had cvidaiily hoped to climb back into 
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sotoe sort of cftecm by being allowed to sa Sir Percy; T gave 
him firstly dearly to undetfhmd that Sir Percy could nor jrc* 
ccivc him and he tettred in disorder. It was a great sadS' 
fitctioii. 

rridijf Jafy S/A 

Lad night the Naqib gave a dinner to Faisd in his house 
opposite his own mosque, 'fhe English gueds were Sir 
Sit Percy and his Staff. All the red were the Mioiders and 
Notables of Bagdad. Sir Percy toot me. The Streets were 
crow'ded witlr people as we drove up; the Naolh^s fiunily sc* 
edved us at tlic door and we dimbed up two flights of dairs 
into a roof overlooking the mosque, a sort of wide bakony. 
It was carpeted and lignted; the mosque door opposite was 
hung with lamps and the minarets tinged with them. The 
Naqib was sitting with the hliniders * he got up and falrered 
forward to meet Sir Percy, a touching and dignified %ure. The 
ted of the gueds some i oo 1 should think, sat bdow us on the 
open gallery which runs round two sides of the courtyard on 
the fiid dory of the house. A burning wind blew on us while 
we drank coffee and talked till the capping of hands in the 
dicct announced the arrival of Faisal. The Naqib got up and 
helped by his personal physidan walked across the whole of 
the carpeted space and reached the head of the daiis just as 
Faisal's whlte-iobed figure appeared. They etnhracet .1 for¬ 
mally on both cheeks and wolkra back hand in hand to the end 
of the balcony where we were all danding up, Faisal sat down 
between the Naqib and Sic Percy and after a few mmutes 
dinner was announoed. Faisal, Sir Percy, the C, in C and I 
went down: tlicn the Naqib with a servant on each side of 
him to help lum. The long dinncMalfle ftood on the open 
g^cry. Faisal sat in the pkee of honour opposite the Naqib 
with the C. in C, on one side of him and I on the ocher. ... It 
was a wondctfiil sight that dinner party. The robes and their 
uniforms and the crowds of servants, all brought up in the 
Naqjb^s household, the ordered dignity, the teal soud mag¬ 
nificence, the tension of spirit which one ielt all round one, as 
one felt the burning heat of the night. For, after all, to the 
be§t of our ability, we were making hiltofy. 
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[The Naqib, so much honoufcd and eftcemod^ died 
in May 1917*! 

Bui you may rdy upon one thing—HI never engage in 
creating kings again ; its too great a Strain .... 

Sir Percy and I, as we drove home, felt we had jumped 
another hedge, but we agreed that we were in a vety Stiff 
country. 

Again to-day the same sort of morning in the office—it’s 
a morning which la.fts from 7 to i.jo I Faisal was thete inter- 
viewing Sir Percy even before I got there..., After lunch Sir 
Pticy, Air. Gajbctt and I drafted ihc crucial letter to the Goun- 
cil. and soon after j I came home and got to Faisal’s house ^ 
four o’clock with all the tiibaJ maps^ to give hmi a lesson in 
tribal geography. Mr, Cornwallis turned up too. There it was 
cool for we sat in a big vaulted room, half underground, and 
for an hour we ^diea tdbesand drank iced lononade, after 
which we spent another hour discussing the formation of 
Faisal’s Cabinet and hb very estccUent idea of creating a 
sort of Privy Council of laymen and notables., . Ounc tizxt 
I^isha with a request for an interview with Sir EVitcy which I 
got him at once... He had. come to tell Sir Pcicy that he had 
seen Faisal and could bring in to liim the Kurdish chiefs any 
time Sir Percy wished. , . ” Khaton,” said he, I've seen 
Walls and Sultans and Generais but I’ve nevee yet seen any¬ 
one like Six Percy, and as long as he is guiding tu I am satb- 
fied." It is true that Sir Percy may easily be constdexed better 
rHan the avmgc WaJi, but Izzat’s conviction that he was better 
than anyone was unmi^kable. Isn’t it an extraoidipary posi¬ 
tion for any man to hold ? The whole country waits for his 
'wotd. What should we have done without him ?. 

1 confidently eipeft that the Hindiyih tribes will roll up 
this week. Thai's what it’s all like, they won’t take a Sep tiD 
they asked the advice of some one of us whom they biow.,, 


To H.B. Bacuab, Ju/j i6tb, tjii, 

The heat h temfic, day after day over tai and the nights 
hot too, . . Sir Percy and 1 think we ought to put at end of 

610 


BAGDAD 


MT 


53 


difficult telcgiams home: N.B, ctmp, uj,8. 0 « the other 
band, politics 4ce nmmn^ on u-hccls giciiscd witli extremely 
well niclicd grease and Sir Percy and Faisal are soodng great 
triumphs. On Monday the i ith the Council, at the in^ince of 
the Naqib .,. urtaaimousiy declared FaTsaJ King, and charged 
the htinifhy of the Interior irith the necessary arrangements. 
1 was dining alone that night and feeling anxious—-the heat 
makes one nor quite normal, I think. You may fancy what it 
was like to get to the office next morning and hear ^is news 
&om Sir Perq^ the moment ( arrived. He added that he fdt, 
good as this was, diar it wasn't enough and that we muitt have 
an eleftion by Referendum to be able to prove that Faisal 
really had the voice of the people. With that, one of Faisal's 
A.D.C.'s telephoned to me and asked me to go round. [ found 
him radiant—^'cry dii^ctent fri>m my first early morning visit 
the day after he arrived 1 but cagedy losiSing on the need of a 
referendum through the machinery of the MiniStr)' of the 
Interior which 1 was able to assure him was exactly what Sir 
Perq’ wanted too... His aotC’chirabcr was a sight to gladden 
one—full of Bagdad nobles and sheikhs from alt parts of the 
Iraq. I wmi back to Sir Percy to tcirort. The thing we liave 
been looking for seems to be in a fair way to fulfilment. Sir 
Percy and Faisal between them are making a new Sharifian 
party compo^ of ail the solid moderate people. , . Faisal 
lias played bis part; he has handled his over-acaJotts adher¬ 
ents wdth admirable discretion. . ,. 

The office of a morning is flooded with tribal sheikhs. To¬ 
day they were sitting in row's on the ground under the awning 
of the couTQ'ard. litcy come up to see Faisal and pay their 
icspc^ to Sir Percy and incidentally to me. What they come 
to Icam is whether Faisal has our support. Tliey hear it 
from roc and then from Sir Pciev and I think thq^ go away 
satisfied. This W'cek it has been the Huphrates ; next week it 
will be the Tigris. To-nighi Faisal has liffy of them to dinner. 
Dinners 1 in this weather they really are a trial. The Coxes 
gave one to Faisal on Wednesday, i was ’well off for I $at by 
Ait NIacshal Sir John M. Salmond who has flown over from 
Cairo in tj hours and says he never suficred so much as he has 
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ia being transplanted so rapidly Eroio the teiripcrate clitDate 
of Egypt to our torrid zone, . ,, 

To H.B, Jnij t&tb, (9^1. 

Really these days are so packed tcirb incident that I muit 
quickly record them before one impression overlays another. 
In an atmosphere which has been uninterruptedly at a maii' 
mum of over no for the laSt three weeks—1 may menrian 
that for the firft dmt in my life I've got prickly heat—not 
very bad however. Well—on Monday the Jet^'ish community 
Mve a gtear reception to FaisaJ in the Grand Rabbi’^s otiidal 
house. The Garbietts and 1 represented the Residenev and Mr. 
Cornwallis came with the Amir, line hm&ion took pkee at 
7.J0 a.m. in the big courtyard of the house—a square court 
round which the m'O ftoded house stands. Ir was iUled with 
rows of seats* with rows of notables sitting in them, the 
Jewish Rabbis its thdr rurbans or rwiited shawds, the leadir^ 
Chri^tans, all the Arab MiniStets and praSdeally alt the leading 
Moslems with a sprinkling of whitc-robe^ bkck-closked 
Ulama. TIic Court was roofed over with an awning* the 
g^ciy hung wirh flags and ftteamm of the Arab colours. 
The Jewish school children filled it and the women looked out 
from the upper windows. Tliey put me on the nght hand of 
the chair ptepaTcd for Faisal—you know the absurd fuss they 
make about me, bless them. faisaJ was clapped to the edio 
when we came and we all sat down to a programme of 15 
speeches and son« interspersed with iced lemonade, coffee, 
tea and cakes and ices t It took two hours by the clock, in 
sweltering heat... The Rabbi is a wonderhil figure, Stepped 
^cmight out of a pifture by Gentile Bellini. The speeches on 
this occasion are all set speeches, , . But yet they wctc is- 
tcrcjting because one knew dae tensions whidi underlay ihem, 
the anxiety of (he Jews Irii an Arab govemment should 
chaos, and their gradual reassurance, bv reason of Faisal k 
obviously enlightened attitude. Presently they brought the 
Rolls nf the Ijiw in their gold cylinders* they were kissed by 
the Grand Rabbi, and then by Faisal, and they presented liiro 
with a small gold facsimile of the tables of me law' and a 
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besiutifully bound Talmud. I vhwpcicd to him that 1 hoped 
he vould make a speech. He said he hada^t mcanr lo say much 
but he thought he mu^ and added You know I don’t 
speak like they do. 1 iua say what Is In my thoughts/* To¬ 
wards the end he eoe up and spoke reallv b^uiiAjIly ■ it was 
Straight and good and eloquent. , , He matte an immense 
impression. 

The Jews uxie delighted at his insiftcnce on their being of 
one race laith the Arabs, and all our friends . .. were equalty 
delighted with his allusion to British support. . . 


To H.B. Bagoad. Jtfy 17/*, J5A1. 

I’m immensety hanpy over the way this thing is going. I 
feel as if I were in a nream' ... On our guarantee all the wHd 
people are coming in to Faisal and there Is a genend feeling 
that we made the right dioiro in recommending him. If wc 
can bring some kind of order out of chaos, wiat a thing 
worth doing it will be 1 

Our great heat is over, the temp, has fillen to,about ii; 
mote or less which is quite bearable, and Pm very wdL 


TG Bacdao, jiir, t^ii 

r mina now give you an account of our doings. Ot-er- 
shadowing all else was the display ar Ramadi. Fakfiri JamU 
Zadah and 1 Iclt at 4 a.m. but Faisal was a little La front uf us. 
Wc caught him up at Naqiah, Iialf way to the Euphrates and 
ask^ leave 10 go ahead so that I might photogmph his 
arrival at Fallnjah. Outside that village a couple of big tents 
were pitched in the desert and for sevcial miles crowds of 
tribal horsemen gathered in and ^ood along the track as he 
passed. ... Then we drove through FalluiaJi which was all 
decorated and packed with people. The tribesmen lined the 
road to the ferry some 6 miles—rode round, after and beside 
the cars (1 was immediately behind Faisal) amid bcitdibte 
clouds of duit..., 

Under the fieep edge of the Syrian desert were drawn up 
•» 6x3 
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[be tnen of the Amzeh^ hofsemm ajid camel ndcis, 

beating the hojE^ ^amdard of (be tribe. We topped to salute 
it as wc passed. All Sulaiman the Chief of the OuJaiiD aad ooe 
of the mod renoatkablc men to Izaq came out of die Ranudi to 
meet us. He has beeo dtoogly aod consideiidf pro-Bridsb.... 

We diove to the Euphrates book where Ah Sulainun bid 
pitched a huge tent about 200 ft. long with a dais at the upper 
end and roofed with rent doth and walled with fresh green 
boughs. Outside were drawn up the camel ridets of the 
Dulaim^ their horsemen and their Standard catried by a negro 
mounted on a gigantic white camel; inside the tribesmen 
lined the tent 5 or 6 deep from the dais to the very end. Faisal 
sat on the high diwin with Fahad on his right while Major 
Yetts and 1 brought up people to sit on hb left-^osc 
we thought he ought to Sf^k to. He was supremely happy^ 
a great tribesman amongd famous tribes and, as I coubm*t 
help feeling, a great Sunni among Sunnis,. ,. Faisal was in 
his own county with the people he knew. I ncTrer taw him 
look so splendid He wore hb usual white robes with a fine 
black abba over them, flowing white headdress and silver 
bound Aqal. Then he began to speak, leanir^ forward over 
the small table In front of him, sirring with ^ hand raised 
and bringing it down on the tabic to emphasize his sentences. 
The people at the end of the tent were too far ofl^ to hear; he 
called them all up and they sat on die ground below the dak 
rows and rows of them, 400 or ;oo men. He spoke in the 
great tongue of the desert, sonorous, magnifleenr—no language 
like it. He spoke as a trib^ chief to hb ^datories. “ For four 
years,” he said " 1 have not found myself in a place like this ot 
in such company ”—you could sec how he was loving it. 
Then he told them how Iraq was to rise to their endeavours 
with himself at their head. ” Oh Arabs are you ar peace with 
one another ?” They shouted " Yes, yes, wc arc at peace.” 
" From this day—is the date ? and what is the hour ?** 
Someone amwered him. ** From thb day the ajth July (only 
he gave the Mohammedan dare) and the hour of the morning 
4 (it was 11 o^dock) any tribesman who lifts his hand agaiibt a 
tribesman b responsible to me—I will judge between you 
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calling your Sheikhs in coundl. T have my rights over you 
as your Lord,” A grey bearded man inicrrufrted, ont 

dgnes ?” And you have your rights as subje^ vhich it is 
my business to guard,** So it went on» the trib^men tnicreupt- 
ing him with shouts^ ** Yes, yes,** “ We agree,'* '* Y«, hy 
Gotl’* It was the dcscriprions of great tribal gatherings b the 
days of ignorance, before the prophci, ulicn the poets recited 
veisc which has come down to tins day and the ptbple shouted 
at the end of eadi phrase, “Tlic truth, by God the 
truth.** 

When it was over Fahad and Ali Sutaiman Stood up on 
either side of him and said, *' We swear allegiance to you be* 
cause vou are acceptable to the British Govcrniocnt.*’ FaisaJ 
was a little surprised. He looked cfuickly round to me smilbg 
and then he sai^ “ No one can doubt what my relations are 
to the British, but we mud settle out aHaits ourselves,’* He 
looked at me again, and I held out my two hands clasped 
togediei as a symbol of the Union of the Arab and British 
Governments. It was a tremendous moment, those two 
tci^f big men who have played their pan b the hiSory erf" 
their time, and Faisal between them the fined living represen¬ 
tative of his race—and the link ourselves. One alter another 
Ali Sulaiman broughc up his sheikhs, some 40 or fo of them. 
They laid their hau^s b Frisal's and swore allegiance.... 

l\ic altemoon*s ceremony was the swearing of allegiance 
on the part of the towns. From Fallujah to Qaim, the nor¬ 
thern frontier, all the Mayors, Qazis and notables had conw 
b. The place was a palace garden. There W 9 S a high 
built up agalnd a house wall which was hung whh 

carpets. On this Faisal and the red of us sat while the elders 
and notables, sitting b rows under the trees, got up. Stepped 
to the dais and bin their liands b his... IIk beauty of the 
setring, the variety of dress and colour, the ^ravc 6ccs of the 
village elders, white mrbaned or draped in the red Arab 
kerchief and the fine dignire with which Faisal accepted the 
homage ofieted to him made the scene almod as firing as 
that of the mombg. .. * 

We art now waiting for the Mosul and Hillah papers to 
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come in to declare Faisal Kin?. He ma? possibly be crowned 
next week, lsn*i ibat veiy romiluiblc I j weeks work. 


To H.B, Bagdao, Ai^t 6 th^ 1921, 

We liave had a great week. The plifbiscitc is nearly finishe d 
throughout die country. Many diStrifts, Ramadi, Basrah, the 
Euphrates, Amaiah, have added a rider to the ppets, swear¬ 
ing allegiance to Faisal “on condidon that he accept British 
guidance.** . . 

I had a terrific day on Tutsday. I up at 4.4^ motored 
at SAS Cornwallis to Ctesipbcm—we took Faisal 

there—ofiioc to.JO to 3.30, with an interval for lunch, hewne 
to wash and change; visit to the Naqib ^jo to fi, library 
Committee 6 to 7, visit to Sasun^s siSter-in-Iaw 7 to 7*30, 
Hamid Khan to dinner 8 to lo. It was too much j I felt tired 
all nest day—however it was worth it. 

Tlic Ctesiphnn expedition was an immense success. I 
invited Faisal and two of his Ai^.C's, the Garbetts, Fakhn 
Jamil and Mr. Cornwallis, and I took Zaya, with an excellent 
breakfast of eggs, tongues, sardines and melons. It was 
wonderfully interesting showing that splendid place to Faisal, 
He is an inspiring toiiri&. After we had re*con 5 tfuficd the 
palace and seen K^scocs sitting in it, I took him into the high 
windows to the South, when we could sec the Tigris, and told 
him the S017 of the Arab conquest as Tabari records it, the 
fording of the rivet and the teSl of the magnificent tale. It was 
the tale of Ws own people. You can wginc what it ^-as like 
reciting it to liim. I don’t know which of us was the more 
thrilled. J had a good audience too in one of his A.D,C*s.. ♦ , 

Faisal has promised me a regiment of the Arab Army— 
“ the Kliatun's Own.” I shall presently ask you to have their 
colours embroidered. Nuri proposes that 1 should have an 
Army Corps 1 

Oh Father, isn’t it wonderful. I sometimes think I muft be 
Id a dream. 

Sorry to say that it*s desperately hot again. As regards 
climate tlus is being tlic devil’s own summer. 

bid 
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To Bagdad, t 4 ^, 

The refcienduOT is finished and we aic only waitjnff for rhe 
kft of the signed pap«5 to coinc in from the Provbccs, 
which Fai!arwill be prochimed King widmut delay. With 
one exception he tms been elcScd unaiuincwsly.»«. 

Tlic duTicult)' this w'cek has been the dlmiUe. Koc that it 
has been so vety hot — never over 119 1 think—bot it has been 
quite StilJ with a lightly coliturcd sty. VThen you get up in the 
morning and see a cloud your heart sinks, for it means a dose 
oppressive day like the half hour before a thunderStortn 
canied to the Nth. There were a ample of days at the 
lyginnTng of the week when I seriously considered whether J 
• could bear it. Now it b better. ... 

The other day a young centlctnan ftom Mosul who designs 
to Stan a paper there askea me to draw Iilm up some direfbons 
for the guidance of the press. I did it with a will, and produced 
a minor masterpiece — ’with the more pleasure because 1 scot a 
copy to FaisaJ who was delighted, . . 

I $4*310 the Tigris—^not much of a feat you 'will tightly 
observe, but the current is very Strong in places. Sony to 
say there arc sharks in the Tigris; they haven't yet been 
ported hi gher tlvan the mouth of the Diala where one bit 
an Arab boy tbfs week. 


To H,B. Bagdad, AJtgMJ t9tt> 

There’s no po^ in this week. I’m not only without letters 
but also without papers and books. However, thank God, 
I’ve got plenty to say. Wherein, as you’ll note, I differ trom 
my wief. 1 heani a dcltghtfid saying about him the othec day, 
quoted from the lips or one of the reading rujtablcs of Basrah. 
** WalJahi,” he observed, “ Sir Percy Cox has forty ears and 
only one tongue.” J mu^ tell you another nice talc about the 
Coxes. You know he is a great namtalist. He is making a 
coUe^cia of ah Mesopotamian birds—somcrinws they arrive 
dead and sometimes anve. The laSt one was alive. It’s a hu^ 
eagle, not yet in its g^wn up plumage bur for all that the 
largeft fowl I’ve ever set eyes on. It lives on a perch on the 
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shady side of the house and it eats bats, ma^y. ‘H^ese bats 
ate [ietted for it in the dusk, 'when they obligiMly fly across 
die river and over Sir Percy^s garden wall. But the eagle 
likes to cat them is the morning, so the long sufTeiing L^y 
Cox keeps them in a tin b her ice chirft, and if ever youVe 
heard before of an eagle that li ves on iced bat you^Li please 
infonn me. 

And since Tm tclibg you Stories, I muS tell you one about 
the Nanib. It hat^ on what I was telaring to you last week on 
the subjed of al Damakradyah. It was the Nat^ib, bo his huge 
delight—he's by every inStmS an aiistoctat, and an autocrat 
if ever there was one—who gave currency to the word, by 
ann ouncing b the Coundl that Faisal should be Kbg of a 
constitutional democraric State..,. The other day a Shammat 
Sheikh up from Mail, drops in to call. “ Are you a Damak- 
rati ?” savs the Naqib. ** Wallahi, No 1 " says the Sbaiumari, 
slightly oTffended, “ Tm not a MagiatL What is it ?** " Well,” 
says the Naqib enioF^fi himself diatoughly, ** Tin Sheikh of 
the Damakiariyah ” (the Ocmociats}, ' 1 take refuge b 
God I” replied the Sheikh, feelbg he had gone wrong some^ 
where. “ If you ate the sheikh of the Magiariyah, then 1 mu 5 t 
be one of them, for Tm altogether b your service. But what 
is it ?*’ “ Damakiariyah," say the Naqib, “ is equality . There’s 
no big man and no htric, all arc alike and equal," With which 
the bewildered Shamraari plumped on to solid ground. " God 
is my witness/’ said he, sedng bis tribal authority slipping 
him, ** if that’s it I’m not a Magtari.” 

Well no'w to the History of the Iraq. 

Last Monday was die day of the Id al Fitr, The FcaSt of 

Sacrifice, wlu<b is the great occasion of the Moslem year. It 
taSs four mortal days. At 7 a^in. oa Monday, Mr. Cornwallis 
and I set out on a round of calb.... 

That afternoon Faisal called on the Naqib to fottn his hist 
Cabbet—a very very wise move. He’s embarkb^ on a 
ptomising political career a± the age of 77, Good, isn’t in 

That cvenbg I had got so tired of silting b the ofSce that 
m spite of the heat 1 went out ridbg, and coming home 
along the river bank for coolness, 1 passM Faisal’s new house 
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up-^am, a hoase they haTC reme <3 for him which fs bei^ 
dooe up. I saw his motor at the door so 1 left tny pony with 
one of fcs slaves aod went up on to the loof whete 1 found him 
sitting with his A J).Cs. It was wonderful, the sua juft set, 
the softly luminous curves of the livei l>eJow us, the belt of 
palm trees, and then the desert, with Agar Quf Qandi^ up 
againft the fad mg ted of the shy. Wc aU ate and calk^ raisal 
uses no hocofinQ; ** Enti, thou ” he says to me—^t s^ so ttt' 
fres hing after the endless " honours,” arid ” eicellencics,**— 
" Enti Itaqiyah, enti badawiyah—you’re a Mesopotamitn, a 
Bwlouin.” .,. 

The Colonial Office has sent us a cable saying Faisal in fos 
Conmadon speech muft announce that the ultimate luthority 
in the land is the High Commissioner, .. . Faiaai urged th^ 
from the firft he is an independent sovereign in treaty with us, 
otherwise he can’t hold lus extreinifts,. - . 

It is I suppose difiicult for them to realise that we arc not 
building here with lifeless ftoncs; we're cneouraging the 
living thing to grow and we feel it pubing in our hands. We 
can diteft: to a great extent, but wc can’t picvent it growing 
upwards. That is, indeed* what wc have invited it to do,.., 


To B^onAD, Ai^t iSrfr, 1911. 

We have had a terrific week but we’ve got our King 
crowned and Sir Pcicy and 1 agtee that we’re now half seas 
over, the remaining Kalf is the Congress and the Organic Law.. 
., The enthronement took place at 6 a.iii.00 Tuesday, admir¬ 
ably arranged, A dais about aft filn, high was set up in the 
middle of the Hg Sarai counyaid; behind It arc the quarte^ 
Faisal Is occupying, the big Government reception rooms; In 
front were seated In bloc^, English, Arab OfB da i a, towns¬ 
men, Miniftccs, local depuratit^, to the number of 1, joa 
Exaftly at 6 we saw raisal in unlfocin, Sir Percy in white 
diplomatic uniform with ail his dbbons and ftats. Sir Aylmer, 
Mr. ComwalUs, and a following of A.D,C's descend the Sarai 
fteps from Faisal’s lodging and come pacing down the long 
path of carpets, paft the guard of honour (the Oocsets, they 
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looked imgaiiicent) and ^ to the dais . ,. We a!J ^ood tip 
while they came in and sat when they had taken their places on 
the dais. Faisal looked vety thenihra but much Strung up—it 
was an agtEadng momenr. He looked along the fiont low and 
caught mjr eye and 1 ga^e him a tiny salute. Then Saiytd Hus¬ 
sain Stood up and read Sir Percy’s proclamadon in which he 
announced mat Faisal had been clcSed King hy 96 per cent, of 
the people of Mesapotamia, long live die 1 with that we 
Stood up and saluted him. The national fla^ was broken on the 
fbg^ftaffhy his side and the band played “ God save the King *' 
—they have no national anthem yen There followed a salute 
of at gum. . . . It was an amazing thing to sec all Iraq, tiom 
North to South gathered together. It u the first time it has 
happened in history. , . . 

Sir Percy had be^ unwell but on the day of the Coionadon 
he began to recovcT and is now quite fit again, so 1 who bad 
kept all people of! lum for a week quietly arranged for the 
dcputaiions tti pay theit respects to him. We had two dart of it 
Fnday and Saturday morning. It would be difficult to you 
how many people there are in the office one and the same time. 
It was immensely interesting seemg them—there were people 
t had never seen before and a great great many who had never 
seen Bagdad before, BasTab and Amarah omc on Friday, 
hlillalt and Mosul on Saturday; they were the big deputations, 
of these Mosul was the most wondeifui, 1 divided it into three 
sections—fir^ tlic Mosul town magnatesi, my guefts and their 
colleagues, next the GuiStian Archbishops and Bishops— 
Mosul ai^ounds in them—and the Jewish Gtand Rabbi. , .. 

The third group was more cxdting than alt the others; it 
was the Ktirdish chiefs of the frontier who have eJefted to 
come into the Iraq State until they see w'hether an independent 
Kutdiiftan develops w-hich will be ail! better to their liking..,. 

After they had had their quancr of an hour with Sir Percy 
all in rum came down to me. The Kurds came lafl and flayed 
longest. The Mayor . , , , said that they h.tdn’[ had an oppor¬ 
tunity to discuss with Sit Percy the future of Kurdistan, what 
did 1 think about it i* 1 said that my opinion was rltar the 
difin^ they came from were DCoaonucally depenrte nt on 
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Mosul and always would be however many KurdiStans weic 
cteaied. Tliey agreed but, they mu^ have Kurdish ofEdais. 
f said I saw no difTtculry there. And the childien fnu& be 
taught in Kurdish schck}!s. 1 pointed out that there would \x 
some didkuhy about that as there wasn^t a single school book 
—nor any other^—written in Kurdish. This cave them pain 
and after consideration said they thought the reaitfiing 
might as well be in Atabic, but witat about local admini^ra* 
ttve autonomy., 1 said “Have you talked it over with 
Saiyidna Faisal—our Lord Faisal ?” “ No," they said. Wdl 
you Itad better go and do h at once ” 1 suggc^cd. " Shall 1 
make an appointment for you? " “ Yes,” they said. So I tele- 
phoned to Ruihun Haidar and made an appointment for 
yesterday afternoon—Fm longing to hear ftom Faisal what 
came of it. Fun Isn^t it ? . .. Faisal.... asked me to tea. 

We spent a happy hour discussing (a) our desert frontier to 
South and Weft and (^) the National Flag and Faisai's ^r- 
sonal dag. For the latter wc arranged provisionally this, t.c.. 
the Hifiz flag with a gold crown on tlie red triangle. Titc 
red I rmift teU you is the colour of his house so he bears his 
own crown on it. Father, do for heaven’s sake tell me 'wliethcr 
the Hijaa flag is hctaldic^y rieht. You tnight tdegtaph. Its 
a very good flag and we coula difleientiatc it for the Iraq by 
putting a gold ftar on the black ftripe or on the ted triangle. 
The Congress will settle it direfily k meets, D& let me know 
in tunc. Also whether you have a better xuggeftion for 
Faisal’s ftandard. ... 

There’s no doubt tliat this is the moft absotblng job that 
Fve ever taken a hand in. .., 


To H-B. Bacoao, Jfg/. ji, 

Faisal’s Cabinet is formed. On die whole we arc well 
satisfied. Out of the 9 Ministers, 6 arc eminently capable men, 
well-fitted for their job. , .. 

Faisal has got Into his new house, on the river above Bag¬ 
dad. It’s sm^ul but its really very nice. On Wednesday one o£ 
the A.D.Os tdepboned to me to ask me to dinner—went up 
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by launch. Have I ever told you what the tiver is like oo a hot 
sununcf idght ? At dusk the miA hann in long white bands 
ovet the watex ; the twilight fades ana the lights of the town 
shine out on cither bank, with the liver, dark and smooth and 
full of myStedous leHedions, like a toad of triumph thtougb 
the TTiia , Silently a boat with a winking hendiight slips down 
the itream, then a company of quf&hs, each with bis tiny 
lamp, loaded to the brim with water mdons £com Samarra. 
“ Slowly, slowly,” the voices of the QuEihijs drift acio$s the 
water, “ Don’t ruffie the tiver icSt -we sink—see bow we’re 
loaded,” And we slow down the launch so that the trash may 
not disturb them. The waves of our passage don’t even 
extinguish the Boating radve candle each burning on its 
tninutE' boat made out of the swathe of a date cluflci, which 
anxious hands launched above the town-“-if they reach the 
laS town yet burning, the sick man wih recover, the bahy 
will be bom safely ioto this world of hot darkness and gUttet* 
ing lights and bewildering redefHons. Now I’ve hrougnt yon 
out to where the palm trees Sand marshalled along tiic banks. 
The water is so Sill that you can sec the Scorpion in ii, 
itar by ; we’il go gently paSt these quffahs — and here arc 
Faisal’s fteps. 

And you ftill can’t form the remotest conception of how 
marvellously beautiful ft is. , , . I also rode with Kurt on 
Fdday moniing ; we went down to bneakfad with Haji Na)[. 

As we rode back through the gardens of the Kanad^ 
suburb where all the people know me and salute cpc as I pass, 
Nnri said one of the reasons you ^and out so is bemuse 
you’re a woman. There’s only one Khatun. It is like when 
Sidi Faisal was In London and always wote Arab dress, there 
was CO one like him. So for a hundied yean thcy^ll talk of the 
Khatun riding by.” 

I think they very likely will. 

It may have escaped your notice that we are in the middle of 
Muhanam. From the fiijt to the fifteenth the Shiahs mourn 
for Hussain, the Pit^het’s gtandson, who was invited over 
from Mecca by die Iraqis to be Khalif. and when he arrived 
got no support hom them, was oppes^ by the army of his 
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rivj] MuiTPiTaii »t tlie pkcc wheic Katbala stands now, saw 
his foUowcEs die of thinft and wounds and was killed hi^If 
on the ijth. One snaall son escaped and &om him Faisal is 
descended (so is the Naqtb for tiiat matter). 

Incidentally' when Faisal came, that Sorj? of his anceSor was 
always in my mind. The parallel was so complete, the bviu- 
don from Iraq, the journey from Mecca, the arrival with 
nothing but his formal Mowing, If the end has proved 
dificfcnt it’s because 1 said '* Absit omen so often. 

the Shiahs arc roouming hard- It takes the form of 
processions every night, lighted torches, diums beating of 
breasts. Some of the young men in out ofiicc invited me to 
dinner on Friday to see the processions,.. Presently the wild 
drums drew near, the glace of torches filled die sky and the 
processions tumol into the oou^actls. Torches, men 
fcading horses in gorgeous trappings, and men conybg large 
banners, and men with trays or lights on their he^. And 
then a black-cobcd company whi(^ spread out in two tows 
across the court, and they were swbging chains, with whi^ 
they beat their backs—the black robes were open to the waia 
at the back so that the chains might on thdr bare skins. 
They swbg them very skilfully with a little jerk at the top of 
the swing so that the chains barely touched the skit^ but the 
edicct wras wonderfiil—the black figures in the glarbc torch 
light, swmgbg rhythmically from side to side with the swbg 
of the chains and the drums marking tlmen Nest came the 
breast bearers, naked to the walsi; and. they Stood m com¬ 
panies and beat their breads b unison to a different rhythm of 
drums. Each procession surged through the courtyards, 
swung their chabs, beat their breasts and surged out into the 
Street; and another foFow’cd it bteimmably. ,., 


To F.B. Bacoao, Sfpkmktr ipa*. 

Tm glad you take an btcreSt m my letters, bless you. IFs 
not at all true that 1 have deiermmed the fortunes of Iraq, but 
it is true that with an Arab Government IVc come to my own. 
It*s a del ica t e position to be so much b their confidence. I'm 
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TOT careful about not obtruding myself cm them, I let alt the 
" come hither " emanate from them. When they want to 
conie and ask nay advice rm always there; when they're 

busy with other tilings 1 go about ail^^rs of my owo- 

Tuesday was the (itteenth of Muhamim, the Ashu- 
rah.*' It's the culminating day of mnurning for Hussain, the 
annivenarv of his death.... They enaS the whole history of 
Hussain's death, the attack of Muawiyah’s lio£ts,[be little l^d 
killed one by one, the burning of their tents and the cutting 
oif of the heads of the dead to send to Muawiyih.... 


ToH-B, Bagdad, Stpfmhr 

« 4 ■ h 

We've had a hot week-—temp, up again to 108*—but 
suddenly it dropped veiterday to 5* and ttulay, for the first 
time for five montlis, t'm sitting in my little sitting-room with 
doors and windows open and no fiin. It was so heavenly this 
morning when I wem out tiding at 6 (it being Sunday) that I 
rode right across the desert to Fahamsth, dose on a hours away 
and brcakfoaed with my fnend Paitj Sey. We sat in his garden, 
fuil of roses iu^t breaking into theit second flower, while I ate 
hard boiled eggs, native bread and batter like ctcarn. and Faiq 
Bey talked. His face .... grew ouite penurbed while he 
related to me the difficulties of cultivators nowadays—the 
kbontets all gone off to better paid jobs in town, or taking up 
land of their own on the near canals ; they think they do you a 
service by working for ten times their former hire and even 
so, Valiaii, you’re lucky if tlicy come an hour after dawn, 
don't knock off more than four hours at noon, nor leave 
earlier than an hour before sunset. Poor Faiq Bey! It's pro¬ 
cess of course : the country is gening richer and the in¬ 
habitants cxpc<3: more, but it’s veiv awkward for the old 
sodery, when progress ^teps in to dislocate It. jVnd in the end 
it won’t produce anything better tha n Falq Bey; Straight out 
of Arcady he fieps, with his rosy apple face, his personal 
redittide and his indu£tdous days among his palms and orange 
trees and barley fields.,,. 
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To H.B, Srpf. 19*1. 

Sir Percy who is n very keen spoctOTtan, has |jot two hawks 
which are being tiaiccd. Every morning there is a hawk party 
in the office. Our hawks invite their friends and wlicn T come 
in of a morning 1 find rwo or three falconers each wtih a 
couple of hawks on hit wtift waiting for Sir Per^ to appear. 

One of my daily jobs is to read and summaiisc the local 
papers. 1 have as assistant a capital little Soudanese as merry 
as a cricket. The more work you give him the roetdei he 
grows. His Aabic is excellent and his English far from bad 
but very coUoquiaL Hts comments on the newspaper tosh, 
are a perpetual joy. Yc^erday there was a literary piece by 
one of oar local poets: 

Makki : Oht Lord ! this fellow t iTiis is a silly fcUow. He 
talks to the moon. 

(jevtrflj ); It*s frequently done. Go on Makki, see 
if there's anything political in it. 

Makxi (rraJ/ng) t My sorrows thou scc'a^ oh moon—Oh, 
Lord this fellow T No, its all general, nothing serious. 

GX.B. j Huny up then, what's next ? etc., etc. 

To HB. BaGoau, Orf. xnJ, 

I shall have to keep a sort of diary to you now for with 
fortnightly letters the intervals ate too long. -. - 

Vf'e' send an immense amount of dispatches home by every 
Air Mail and the 14th and the 50th of each montb are days of 
feverish finishing off of work. Added to which they arc the 
days when my fortnightly report has ro be finished, so that 
Sir Percy may see it on the i$th and before it goes to the 
press. I am aoing Little Less than writing a hi^oir of Mesopo 
tflnd fl in fottnightlv parts. I myself find it an invaluable record, 
but Fve not hcaro svbat they think of it at home. Use of 
Oftolier saw the aznd number. Each number is divided into 
the following parts: i. Proceedings of the Council of 
Mimjtcrs (as yon might say Hansard compressed), a. Public 
Opinion—^ significant events, or propaganda or newspaper 
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cwnpaigm. 3, Note? on Provinda] aiyrs, the hiftory 
of (he provinces, tribal imrcSt, irrigation. 4* Frontiett. 

It's a great vork, it ncallf is. It goes to all our provindal 
oAiceTs as veil as to Tndia» Aden, JaSa, Conflantinople, 
jemsalem and London, also TrfteiaiL. ^ If they don’t know 
everything they ought to know about us it is not my fault... 1 


To F.B. Bacdau, Oct. 17^^. i 9 »i. 

^cy really arc wonderful, these voung ^glisbmet^ who 
arc thrown out into the provinces and left entirely to their own 
resouiccs. They so completely identify themselves with thdi 
surroundings that nothing else has any sigetihean^ for them, 
but if they think you’re intetefted they open out like a flower 
and reveal quite unconsciously, wisdom, taft, and paiieni^ 
which you would have thought to be incotnpatiblc with their 
years.... 

My blue gown and cloak have arrived they arc very nice 
indeed. 1 am so infimtdy grateful for the trouble my kind 
family have taken about them. Lennox Gardens papers please 
copy. * . • 

rve suggested to Sir Percy that it would be a pleasant 
change for me to set up as uncrowned Queen of Kurdid^ I 
don’t want to Sand in bis way if he has a hmey for the job — 
we might perhaps toss for it. •.. 

Yesterday, Sunday, I shook myself &cc and motored with 
Fakhd EfT : to his gardens above Baqubab. We ftaited about 
8 on a close hot morning .... and a mote beautiful sight I 
don’t th ink I ever saw. The dates are late in ripening this 
year and are Still hanging in great golden crowns on the 
p;dms; bdow them the pomegranate bus^ are weighed 
down with the immense rosy globes of their fruit and ^e 
orange trees laden with the pale giecn and yellow of ripei^g 
oranges—it was a paradise of loveliness ; I walked about in a 
bewilderment of adiniration. There was also a big Srctch of 
vineyard wliere the ta£t of the grapes were hanging on the 
vincs^gigantic bunches of white grapes each shdtcrcd from 
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the sun W A little foof of liquorice italics* ^ Oar lunch was 
cooked in the open air—excellent rice and chicken and itewed 
meats, with itxamed pomegranate juice to drink, and served to 
as in an arbour made of a woven roof of boughs*. * ■■ 


To H*B. BacnAD, Oft, yttt, 1911* 

What an excessive amount of trouble you take about your 
children and we accept it all as a tnattec of course—more shame 
to us. At any tatc I do tealise from time to rime what it is to 
have someone alwap watching and caring lot one without 
the care having any relation to the wottb of the objefr it's 
expended on. The’ objed is worth less than you can guess. 
I rhtnk I may have hera of some use here but 1 suspc& T ve 
rame very near the end of it* *. * 

To H.B. BACoao, N», if/A 1911* 

1 lefr Bagdad on the sand by train for Kirkuk. 

Next mormng I got off by motor at about 11, ea^ward to 
Sulaimaa, The road tan at liiit through a biokcn country of 
little mud hills, confused and ugly because they lack all rooiui- 
tain architefruie. Gradually the hillocks gathered themselves 
together and coalesced into an upland down country with 
broad giadous curves and grassy hollows w’hcrc a tiny spring 
would rise oadled in puipTe-ffoweted mint. Before long we 
reached the summit and saw below us the Qtcmcbemal vallcv 
with a tange of teal mountains beyond it, barren and rocit 
built, and beyond that, range behind tange, the Kurdish high- 
lands up to the Petsian fronricr and further ittU to tlic N.E* 
the great massif of Kacdil Dagh lifted its snowy flanks agaln^ 
the sky. Hills and valleys were almost alike, unpeopled and 
tmculuvated; the sere grasses spread their white gold carpet 
to the rock, the rock rose ^ark to heaven and thcie was 
nothing else in the landscape except at our feet the tiny vtll^cs 
of Chcmchemal, flat mud roofr cluAered bdour an andent 
Median mound. It is the country of the fierce Hamawand 
tribe, a living tertot to the government and the scattered 
villa^ (whi^ from their piotc&ivc colouring and their site 
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among die hill folds I could not see.,.) In the pass we met a 
bu^om tosy Kurdish girl with a baby ftnppcd on to her back 
and a loadM cow walking sedately in fkmt of her—a Strange 
pack animal. As soon as it saw us it cook &ight and attempted 
to scramble up the Stony bank when, cow-like, it collapsed 
hopelessly unocr its load. The baby began to erv, the woman 
beat the cow and the cow Struggled dletely till 1 thouglu it 
would break Its kgs—such a pother we had made in Kurdtftan 
writh our motor t So we flew to the pescuc, unloaded the cow, 
set it on its feet, held the baby till the mother had tied up the 
loads again and w'cni happily on our several ways,.. . 


To H 3 . BAcrtAu, Dtc, 4?^ 1511, 

Faisal pdvatety doesnh want the Cbngtess to be convened 
(it’s duty is to dmw up die Organic law) until he has got the 
terms of the treaty satisfaQoidy settled and respective res- 
ponsiblliiies of the British and Arabs Governments defined* 
It’s this question of responsibility which petmrbs everyone ; 
on h the pasitTon of the Advisors and indeed rooSt other things 
te^. Roughly the skeleton of the problem is whether we can 
assume respomihility for defence if die country is attacked 
from without. .. . \Ve mu^if be obk to satisfy the League of 
Nations that we can fulfil the intemattonoj obligations with 
which the mandate entrusts us, and even if we drop the 
mandate and call rt a treatv, that treaty mu-<t make certain 
reservations which the Arabs muii accept. , ,. 

The word Mandate produces much the same eSt& here as 
the word Protectorate did in Egypt-. ,. 

Bur you mustn't think foe a momimt I liave any pm in 
settling these problems. I know about them because Sir 
Percy tells me about them in outline but Tm merely an on¬ 
looker and although Faisal is very frictidly and agreeable he 
(loi^’t, quite tightly, consult me, 1 hadn’t seen him for 
nearly 1 weeks what with his being away and rn^ being away, 
and I very caicfiiliy abitain from offering advice in matters the 
delicate manipulation of which had much better he left to 
Sir Percy, All 1 can do and all I tty to do, is to give as accurate 
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an impFtssidd as I can of wbai people *sc saying and thinking. 

I had a veil ^nt morning at the office making out the 
Southern dcsen frontier of the Inq with the help of a gentle- 
roan from Hayil and of Fahad Bey the paramount chief of the 
Anazch. The latter's belief to my knowledge of the desert 
makes me blush. When he was asked by hfi, Cornwallis to 
define his tribal boundaries all he said was " You ask the 
Khatun. She knows.” In order to keep up this lemtation of 
omniscience. I've been caieftil to find out from Fahad all the 
wells claimed by the Shammar. One way and another, 1 think 
Fve succeeded in compiling a reasonable frontier. The impor¬ 
tance of the matter lies in faS that Jbn Satid has captured 
Hayil and at the earliest possible oppormnitr Sir Perqr 
to uve a conference between him and Faisal to ffate definitely 
wbar tribes and lands belong to the Iraq and what to Ibn 
baud,... 

Did I tell you that Sir Percy is building an eatra room on to 
my house ? It's causing me acute discomfort at the moment 
bur it will be a great blessing when finished. 

One of the jop of my new sttdng-iopin will be that it has a 
fireplace. , . . To-day Percy Loratne arrived on his way to 
Persia. After t»neh he and I retired to my office and had a teal 
good talk. I came home at tea-time to prepare for my own 
dinner party, the fbundarion of which was three of the Kirkuk 
ddegates, J had ju& had rime to get my room Into some sort of 
order when at j.30 (the time ot the dinner party being 7.30) 
the first of my guefts arrived. . . . 
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To H-B, 


Jamaty 1, 


Pvc b^en having an exceptionally honid Chtiilnus, a 3 I 
'will now reroum^ Captain Gayion, S^id Hussain I 
intended 10 go to Batjubah On Occ. ij. The day looked 
thteatening, however we decided by telephone that we would 
stair. In the aftemexjn the weather looked $0 bad tliat we 

S VC up our scheme altogether. So there 1 was landed with 
iriStmas holidays with nothing to do and nowhere to go, 
disgustingly cold and wet weather and an increasiiig cold 
wmch gtadufllly developed into the wonH I’ve ever had. It’s 
{till very bad 'Mr. Tod and Major Wilkinson came to lundi 
with me on Saturday, which was cheerful, Nuri^ Said on 
Christmas day, after which ! went ro tea with the King“he 
lives a long way outside the town, up riv^r, pd the road was 
indescribable; however, 1 succeedea in getting there and wc 
had the usuai delightful talk ... On Wednesday the damnable 
holidays were over—but not my cold. 1 went to the olftire 
and made it so much worse that 1 had to spend Thursday 
indoors... 1 went to the office Friday morning and came back 
to lunch feeling unutterably ill... . 

It is so uncheerfui sitting by one’s self on New Veit’s Eve, 
They had an immense parry for a Fancy Dress Ball to which I 
didn’t go nor was I in &ncy dress—unless to dine in one s 
fur coat is fancy dress, f didn’t enjoy it very much because I 
was feeling so jniserahie, and when they went to the ball I 
went borne. However, 1 can't complain of any loneliness on 
New Year’s Day. My 6rfl callers arrived at 7.30 ajtu white 1 
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waa Still ift bed. They were Haji N&ji md a sheikh of the 
n itlaim. Accoidinply 1 invited them to breakfast . , . I wish 
YOU could iiave ooserved even for a roimite my breakfast 
jsartT— I wrapped up in hits and they in their brown cloaks, -. 

After that [ had an uninterrupted Stream of visitors whom 1 
regaled on cofiee and chocolates until i.ij tvhen the laSt of 
them fortunately left* and i went out to lunch with the Joyces, 
feeling more dead than alive. After I came back the throng set 
in dll 6 o’clock when I closed my doors for a moment’s 
breathing space before dinner. I dined with Sir Aylmer who 
had asked the King and the cldcsT: son of the Naqib and 
Hadoud F^ha, Mr. Tod and some of the G.RQ. StafiT and 
Sir John Davidson, a retited hfapr General and ht.P, 

He is coming to hatT a heart to heart talk with me one of 
tlicsc days. The dimnex was a huge success. Faisd took me in 
^inH 1 nauft say T enjoyed mjTeJf mightily too. It is so pleasant 
and friendly at the General’s house—-everyone is at tbcLr ease 
and be is such a kind and delightful ho^ 

/dw. 6th^ 

I am a trifle better and though far from well I begin to think 
I may ultimately recover. 


To H.B, Etemn, Jbe i^ii. 

During the b^t fortnight Fve taken my health serious^ in 
hand. I really was dreadfully run down and nearly e^^lred 
of fetigue at the end of a morning in the office so I’ve hnnly 
come away at t p.m. or thereabouts, lunched at home or with 
Mr. Cornwallis, the Joyces or any one else J wanted to see 
and then gone out dding till tea time. The weather has been 
dclidous and thb ptogramme has been juit what 1 w-anted for 
it has got me out every afternoon Into die sun and air. Nn'cr 
in my experience of Iraq has there been such a spring . . . 
TcMlky I rode through the Dairy Farm—^and back by the 
gardens bordering the Tigris. Man and beait were rejoicing 
in the abundance of green—By God, Tve never seen the 
like " I Sopped to say to tlie shepherds. And they, it is the 
mercy of Cod and your presence Khatun.” 
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How 1 Ip VC their darfing phrases : vou know, Father, it*s 
shocking how the Ea^ has Vound itset round my heart till I 
don’t know which is me and which is h. 1 never lose the sense 
of it. I’m acutely conscious always of its charm and grace 
which do not seem to wear thin with ^tniihaiicy. Tm more a 
citizen of Bagdad than many a Baedadi bom, and I’il wager 
that no Bagtwii cates more, oi hi^ so much, for the beauty 
of the river or the palm gardens, or cUngs more closely to the 
rights of citizenship which 1 have acquired.,.. 

An ciceDeni Municipal Couned has been rtpmcd at Basrah 
but what pleases me almost moft is that at ^rkuk the fontier 
Mayor urho ia a gteat ally of mine, had an immense majority, 
though the Turkish panv pulled every possible String 
him, including an appeal to pan-Islamic sendmenr... It wiU 
be very interesting to see what the Shah mates of it..., 

My new room is so nice. It*s also an Indcscrtbablc blessing 
to have a teal fireplace wi th a fire burning in it. My house has 
a wondctfiil feeling of spaciousness in a modes way, Rishan 
loves the fire even more than I do. You know. Father, I shall 
never be content dll you come out again—want you to see 
the King and my new room and everything. I think your next 
visit should be b the spring of 1915—I’ll come to Aleppo to 
meet you, and take you here by motor,,., 


To RB. Bacoad, Fth. x&th, 19H. 

I want to tell yon, juft you, who know and understand 
everything, tlrat I’m acutely conscious of how much life Im 
giv^ me. I’ve gone back now to the wild feeling of joy in 
exigence—I'm happy in fedifig thai IVc got ihe love and 
oonfidcncc: of a wi^ole nation, a vety wondwfdl and ab* 
soibbg tbina—^moa too idjsorbbg perhaps. You mu^ 
forgive me if it seems to preoccupy me too much—it doesn’t 
really divide me feoro you. for one of the gteatt^ pleasure is 
to tell you all about it, in the certainty that you will sym wthise. 
1 don’t for a moment suppo^ that I can make much diSefcn« 
to our ulrimate rehdons with the Arabs and with Asia, but 
for the tifne I’m one of the fe£tors in the game. 1 can’t think 
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whjr all these people here cum to me for comfort and cn- 
ouuiagcmcnt: if 1 weren^t here they would find someone else, 
of course, h«£ being accustomed to come to me, they come. 
And in their comfort I find my owm I femcmbci your saying 
to me once that the older one grovra the more one lives in 
other people’s lives, Wdl, Tve rat plenty of lives to live in, 
baven^t I ? And perhaps after Jl, if baa been beft this way. 
At any rate, as it had to ^ this way, I don’t now regret it. 


To H 3 . BAanAn, Fi*. 

The day aftet I wrote to you I went out with Mr, Thomson 
to see the Yusufiyah canal. We had a delightful day. We mo¬ 
tored to Mahmu^yah, lialf way to Hillah where we found our 
horses. Then w'ith a local sheikh and a few outsiders w'c rode 
up the canal. It was an enchanting ride for this wonderful 
spring has covered the world with verdure ... I mu^ tell you 
the Yusufiyah is one of the oldcft canals in the world. It was 
the Babylonian Nahr Malta, Julian sailed down it to Ctwiphon 
and the' Abbassids re-dug it. Ganaequentty there are great 
early Babylonian mounds all along it, Wlierc we crossed by 
the bridge we were four miles from Tel Abn Habbab, which 
was Sippa and as we came back we rode up on to a wondetfid 
mound called Tel Dair. It was oompletely coveted with pot¬ 
sherds and bits of brick and 1 picked up a half brick with an 
inscription in early Babylonian charajftets—which was rather 
interefring because so ^ as 1 know nothing earl.cr than 
Nebuchadnemr has been noted there. , , . 

Faisal sent for me that dav, but as ! was out I telephoned 
a day oi two later to ask if J might come to tea. We had a 
tremendous talk. He is mo^ ddightful and certainly often 
moS amazing, 1 cstught myself up in the middle of discussion 
and said to him that it was almc^ impossible to bdieve that 
while he had been bom in hfccca and educated at Com 
itanrinople and T in England and educated at CMord there was 
oo dlfierence whatever in our points of view.. • .. 
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Already the cnuctry is finding its foet. The Stable people, 
the big shdklis and nobles relying on our support of baisal, 
arc raUmg round liim and arc combined, The>- are going to 
ftand no nonsense £rom emenuits and mb-thumpeni- 

Baouad, Frh. t^ia. 


i took the King to sec the apricot blossom in Karradah. 
1 hadn’t ^Tuned Haji Naji beforehand and he unfortunamly 
,^'t Ihere, but the King and all his court wpc much tm^ 
pressed by the beautiful vav the gardes bept and very 
envious of the seedling liutt trees. One of Hajt Naji s so^ 
was there and said he would send him anything be wa^. 
The King's need for fruit trees is that he has bought a large 
bit of the Dairy Farm which he imends to make into a park.... 

I’m very glad. Firft of all because it's evidence of his mkmg 
root and secondly because it brings him up agamfl different 

sorts of people. . ^ 1 j 

hir. Cooke and I sat long taiy ng over the fire and we agwd 

that there couldn't be anything in the world more absorbing 
than to be in tlic very heart of mtcUeaual Asia—to be 
watching and encouraging the effort to overmaster 
prciudioes. Heaven knows thdr wits arc acute enough j it s 
moral courage that’s lacking to throw off the long dom^ton 
of the theocratic ordinance in human affairs which rtom a 
valuable rcStralnt has become a cord of aiangulaucn. Alter 
all it has taken us Europeans ccctuiies to win tlirough... . 

To turn to mattcis of minor importance, I m laigdy hviug 
on delicious truffles. One usually gets tlwm m from the desert 
at ibla lime of the year but I’ve never known them m such 
abundance as in this crtratjrtlinartly beautify spring. Daffo* 
dils, marigolds and wali'floweis arc blooming in tny garden 
and’die rose trees coming into bud 


„ o Baguap, lArf. 

To H.». ^ 

I spent Tuesday afternoon with the King and we Md an 

immense ta lk , pardy ovring to the nearness of gcnctalclcoions, 
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abcuT the formation of political parties. He was anxious—I 
really think that in this county it would be beft—that people 
of dilTcrent opinions should lind a pJatfotm of a^rcemcat and 
Stan a single party with a combined policy for the elo^on. 
Tve uncxpc&cdly ixicn thrown into die thick of it during the 
last few days- On Thursday the ewremists pcddonctl the 
Interior for permission to form a party,... 

It is pterrv clear that the extremis are alarmed by the dc- 
tcrmincd sttirudc of the modciufcs and 1 fancy they have evciy 
reason for being so... . 

Sir Percy has jnSt been in to give his advice on the question 
of the patties, namely that if the two parties can’t come to in 
agreement the moderates are bound to go ahead on their own 
Imes ... It is deeply interrittng but rather agonizing to be 
taking so decisive a share in all this. One that a wrong 
Step mav do a grcai deal of harm, -., 

It is lust on the cards that I may have to come back here 
after our time together in Palestine, but 1 don’t think it is very 
likely. You see my feeling is that I can’t very well leave my 
friends here Stranded at such a cnidal inomcm, for at leait 1 
serve as a son of clearing house for them. But in the course of 
the next few weeks things may have shaped themselves.,, . 

[Same letter contmued.] 

Afjvird ta/ii. 

The party queftion is Still undecided and I haven’t iicard 
anything about it to-day. Meantime the wind is up in another 
qnarrer. For some time paft letteis have been passing berween 
Sir Percy and I bn Saud The conquest of Hayd by the lattct in 
November makes his firondets continuous with the Iraq, 
Sir Percy is anxious to arrange a rteaty berween him and Faisal 
—on the basis that the desert edges into which our shepherds 
go down with thdr flocks in the spring shall be included in 
Iraq. Ibo Saud wants to claim aij die desen as his and has re- 
cendy been exafling mbuic from our shcphcids. 

Finally matters no a head on the nth when Ibn Saud’s 
people attacked b imincnsc force a camel corps tecendy 
organised by the King to protcA our foontiets and routed 
them. To-day the Akbwan fired on an actopUnc rccon- 
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lujssince and orders were Issued that thdr camp ^ to be 
bombed. Ibn Saud may of course repudiate the affion of Ids 
followers: that’s the beft that can happen, for otherwise 
we’re pra^Icaily at war with him. Life tn this country is not 
lacking in incident.... 

Thanks to your sending me die cutting from the TmtJ by 
ail mail, my letter was published in one of the vemacukr 
papers ^o^Jay and was the subjeft of much rejoicing lonighr 
at the palace. It has made a good dfefl and I hope w^l restore 
my credit a little with the extremists who, I hear, regard me as 
exceedingly severe. Well, if it’s severity to try and Slop them 
from pitching headlong into a gulf of wild nationalist am¬ 
bition, I am. 


To H.B. Bagius, ACirtt iotA, 1911. 

During tbe laSl fortnight I have oome definitely to the 
conclusion that 1 can’t go on leave this summer. Tilings 
arc too much b the melting pot... Tm not going to telegraph 
to you because it might prevent you from coming out and I 
not only want dreadfolly to sec you but also the lirtle holiday 
will be immensely to the good. I shah very likely fly over on 
the 29th April, but you arc not to mention this to anyone. 
Also it’s not cerrain. T may come by motor via Aleppo in 
which ease I should make to be m Jerusalem a day before you 
so as TO wcIcoiEC you. If I fly back I should leave Ramlcb 
on May tyth so that 1 should come down to l%fpt with you 
and see you off". Since [ made up roy mind Fve been feclbg 
rather homesick but 1 haven’t any doubt I'm doing what I 
ought to do. We’ve put our hand to this plough and at an? 
rate Sir Percy thinks mat Fm some help to him in Ids diiBcuft 
furrow. Fm pcifeSly well and I shall go up to Sulaimani for a 
month in the middle of the summer. I might possibly come 
home for a bit in the autumn so that it would only be six 
months difference. 1 hope you and Mother and Maurice 
won’t be much disappointed. 1 do love you so much and I 
hate Staying away so long. 

Well now we come to the sordid but sedous (|ucStioa of 
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dothes—of cout^e, I'vie nude nc provision for the summer. 
I’ve written to Maite (78 GrosTcooi Street) by this mflil 
tclUag her t N r if she is in time to catch you, she is to send out 
bv you two washing gowns, an evening gown and a hit. , . 
if*, however, you have left before this letter arrives Mother 
will open it and will tell Mane to poit things Tve asked her 
to send me as quickly as she can so that I toay find titem here 
if possible when I get back. But please if you possibly can 
bring a bat. Elsa might choose it if the oomhinarion with 
Matte foils—she is on the telephone* by the w^ay—a ribbon 
hat, black or mauvy blue and mushroom in shape. Tlicrc I 
You’ll do your beSt* I feel sure, and If you can't do anything 
I mu5t just wear the topee 1 shall come over Itu... 

Fve lecdvcd a lovdy photograph of Hugo's wedding. I 
think that is partly what made me fed homesick. You all 
look such darlings and my rwo sisters so especially ddightful. 

[Hugo's marriage to Frances Morfcill took pl^c on 
November 14^1, at Kirby Malfaam in tne West 

Riding of Yotbshire.J 

To F,B. BiGDAtJ. April 

I have ju^ telegraphed to Father at Jerusalem telling him 
that I’m coming over by air on the ipth and suggesting that 
he should meet tne at Amman on that day._ 

J This meeting with her foihcr took place moSt success* 
y, as arrang^ He had arrived at Jerusdem* and then 
gone on to Amman, where he received a telephone message 
to say that the rwo ollicid actoplancs* in one of w'hldi 
Gertrude was fly mg* had left Bagd^ at 9 a,m. and were due 
to arrive at 21 ^ between 11 and i z. He at once motoied 
to Ziza and ^ood with the officials who were awaiting the 
aeroplanes* tooting out into the Fa^letn sky. It w'as an 
exciting moment when two small specks Rr^ appeared on 
the horiaon and then came to a pause over the heads of the 
e^c&jit group. The planes landed beautifully, Gertrude 
alighted and fell Into het father’s arms. For a Uttlc while 
she was di^y* and unable to hear, then in a short rime 
she completely recovered. Her father then told her that 
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he and she had been invited to dine with Abdnllahj, 
King Faisal’s brother, the Emii of Trans jo rdaiua^ who 
was then encamped near Amman, but that he bad declined, 
as he did not suppose that she would feel able to do so 
after her tong Bighti But Gertrude cntiidy repudiated 
the idea of refuaing, got out her evening clothes, and they 
went to dinner with the Emti and enjoyed themselves 
very much,] 


To F.B. jERtlSAUSit, Mqj loth, IJll, 

I can^i tell you what a wonderful time we have had. Ttie 
joy O'f being with Father in these surroundings and of having 
his amaabcly acute and perceptive mind to help one in coming 
to conclusions ! Was thcic ever anyone who combined as he 
does such wealth of eaperience with so fresh and vital an out¬ 
look on all and everything that be encounters ? And isn’t he 
the mo A delicious compWon with Itis humanness and his 
charming humour and his appredarion of beautv and hijiory 
and birds and ftowers and all that ever, was the biggeSl thing 
to the lead, 1 shall so dreadfully miss him when we part and 
I do very much regret that Tm not coming home to you, 
Maurice and my siStos, It^s an extiaordinaty sense of reSl, 
peace and understanding that one gets when one is with one’s 
own family it’s Ju^ that which I miss so much—the in¬ 
timacy and confidence in our love for one another. But 
though J feel so much drawn to home and you, I know I 
coul^’i have left Iraq happily at tins moment. I should always 
have felt that I had left my job at a moment when I might and 
very likely would be needed if anything tmtouraid had hap- 

r ened, though I know I couldn't have made much diffcreccc, 
should have imagined that ju^t the little 1 could have done 
might have helped to turn the scale, , ., 

Mane sent me die moSt excellent doihes, bless her— 
lovely embroidered muslin gov.'ns to wear during tbe summer 
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To H.B. Dacdao, T^sdgft Al^ ittb, 19*1. 

We did the jotuncy in six hour$» coming down at Ramadi 
for a quancr of an hour to tclilL It wasn’t really quite as 
comfortable as Vickers-Vimy though so much quicker, . - ‘ 
the wind being slightly in the North was very battering on the 
left side, Guidcd,'bowcver» by the gesticulation of my charm¬ 
ing pilot, Mr. Brunton, T succeeded in following the motor 
crack across the desert and keeping count of the landing 
grounds, so tltat i knew eiafUy where we were all the time. 
We fiew very high, 6.000 to 7,000 feet and vciv faft, too to 110 
mUcs an hour. juS before we readied Ramadi it nuned a little 
and when we got in we found it quite cool. Our whole journey 
was most agreeable and 1 fear I’ve become the confitmed 
aviator, ... 

I went to tea with the King. 1 took bun voiu letter with 
which he was very much pleased, and told him all about 
Abdullah and Palestine and Syria. He talked verv dclightft^y 
about his feeling that as long as he had our confidence nothing 
mattered. 1 said that I had come back with ihe convi£iiou 
that we were the only Arab province which was set in the 
right path, and that if we felled here, whi<A I hoped was 
unthinkable, it would be the end of Arab aspirations. 

If I’m not mistaken, public opinion is cryaaUizing hard in 
our favour and 1 believe if H,M.G. would put the issue 
openly and dearly the large majority would dedare for 
keeping us on any terms. 

To h:b. Bagoao, Jbv 1911. 

* * A ■ 

Yes, there wasn’t one moment of our fortnight in Palestine 
that was not peried. Everything hdped—the lovdy country 
and the nice people, but they were only the st^g of the 
pidiire, which was you- There’s no doubt that being with you 
js the inoft enjoyable thing known. Haven’t you got your 
niche in the Haih 1 .. . 

The Miniitet of the Interior tdephoned to tell me th« a 
group of CMiemiRs ivcie planning a big demnnitrarion 
against the mandate for the afternoon. The King had ordered 
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it to be topped and did I knov where Mi. Gomwallis was ? 
With that, Mr. C. came in utd ! [eft him to deal with the 
Minister. At five Mr. Cooke and I went out on another round 
of visits and rat duouj^h some ten notables or more. Thcte 
was a good oea] of talk about the attempted demonstration 
and very plain speaking as to how this kind of thing could not 
be tolerated. 

It uras a horrible day that 1 uesday of the Id. A south wind 
which scorched you and even at night was extremely hot. It 
has been better Vmcc, but summer lias set in and you can’t 
mi^ake it. Yesterday there were taccs to which I went rather 
btc in lilt afternoon, sat in tlte King’s box and had a mo 3 
cheerful talk with him. He was rather pleased with himself 
and 1 hastened to assure him that he had every reason for 
gratiheadon. The extremist papers have been outrageous, 
describing the Sunday business as an immense popular 
demonsttation. 

lltc High Omunissioner gave a Garden Party for the King’s 
birthday. I had prepared the Arab Ud—all officials and nobles 
quite apart from their polidcal opinions. They all came— 
tmit Lady Cox for that I—and we hobnobbed with most of 
die people who led the rebellion two years ago. Sir Percy 
told me to look after the King and wallaH I did it well 1 
First of all I took him round all the groups of Arab officials 
and notables. He made the circle, saying the right thing to 
evciyonc—he plap his pan. Then we got him established in 
a comer of the lawn and I brought up all the wives of Ad¬ 
visors so far as I could catch them, and gave each one a short 
audience with him. Also the new French Consul and his wife, 
the eldest son of the Naqib and any one else whom I thought 
he ought to speak to.... 

Faisal has mtehed his wagon to the Stars.... At the bottom 
of his mind he tmSts us and believes that one or two of us 
would go to the stake for him and that’s dac Srongeft hold we 
have of him,... 

Oh, darling, isn’t the human equadon immensely in¬ 
teresting. I fm as if 1 and all of us were playing the mo^ 
magical tunes on their heart Strings, drawn taut by the dcs- 
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peme case to which thev find themselves. Can they succeed 
in setung up a ittasonaWe government ? Can they save them¬ 
selves from chaos ? Their one cry is ** Hdp us,” And one 
sits there, in their eyes an rairome of human knowledge, 
and feeling oneself so very from filling the bill i Poor 
children of Adam, they and. we I Tm not sure (but perhaps 
that’s because of my sex) that the onotional link between us 
isn’t the bertci pan of wisdom, bur f wish I had a little more 
teal wisdom to ofier. However, Sir Percy has plenty,,., 

To-day the vemtcukr press was full m Xx>id Apsley, [who 
had come over as representing die Ahraing Pott\ gratitude 
for the part the Ahrniitg Post had played in the PaJcStinc 
oueStion and hope that he ivould now aked his attention to 
that of Iraq, llie leaders of the people will meet the Lord 
and expound to him the position, in which no doubt he will 
be de»]y interested. 

At five I took the Lord to tea with the King. 1 told him all 
that there was in the papers and he replied that he M-as to meet 
all the extremias to-morrow at Kadhaiimin. I gave iiim the 
lie of the land and Tve no doubt he will do cxticmdy well. 

For in conversarion with the King he was quite adrnirablc— 

Tm free to confess that 1 ttanslaced like an angel 1 ... , We 
talked over the whole mandate que^on Mith complete 
amity. Lord A. developed the reasons for w*hicb we had to 
have recourse to a mandate^—a means of obtaining the consent 
of the powers to our treatv and of persuading the British 
Nation that we had acccptca a responsibility and were bound 
to fulfil it, etc, The King asked whether he saw anv obje^on 
to a combined protest on the port of ourselves anil the Arabs 
to the League of Nations against the mandatory relation once 
the treaty was an accompllshctl £t^. Lord A. said on the 
contrary the Aioimng Post would do all it could to help us, but 
they must get the treaty through fic^c, otherwise all our 
enemies would declare that the Arab nation did not want us. 

The King enthusiastically agreed. 

^ At the end Lord Apsley, who really Is a diplomat of the 
higher order, said that now he wanted to come to something 
ic^y serious. They ail pricked their ears — ** Ves,” he sal^ 
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'* a thing of impottaccc—when are you going to haTc a 

polo team ? ” They were delighted..., 

In that we took our leave and TJ! wager that a very pleasant 
impression remained with us. It was one of the moa uschil 
talks Fve ever heard at the palace and Fm in^itcly grateful 
to Lord Apslcy for the skill with which he condu£l^ it. 1 
confided to him that 1 liad been a very gt>od intcxpretef» to 
which he replied chat the hlufti of Jerusalem had told lum 
that he had never heard better Arabic than mine on the tips of 
a foreigner. I was gratified by this__ 


ToH.B. Bagdad, Jtau tvtd, 1911. 

On the Sundar after I laS wrote (June nth) Mr, Com- 
Wallis, Captain Clayion, Major Murray, Captain Ashton and I 
went to swnm in the Diala. It n-asn^t a very wdl chosen day. 
There was a rempe^ons south wind and we, motodng in the 
teeth of it, fide as if %'c were motoring through HelL We hit 
the Diala b the wrong place, found it full of people bathing 
and had to go hunting for a better. I don’t tememDcr to have 
yet performed my toilet so completely m the open, it was 
merely by cl>c mercy of providence that cows and women were 
the only spefiators—^had our swim m the dark—^thc Dtala 
w*as runnmg very Strong ftill —and tlien sat on the high hank 
\xiy peacefmly and ate our cold dinner oh, above ah d^k our 
cold drinks 1 The wmd dropped, nighr hushed the chatterbg 
m some Arab tenn dose by, the river hurded below us and a 
late moon lifted its divorced shape out of the Ea^ and spread 
a soft light over the iniem iinah fe miles of descrt thorn. Wc 
lay there till pa^ nine talkmg of die Iratj and the Arabs and 
the thbgs we are doing. . . . 

Next day 1 went to tea w'ith the King and had one of the 
mojt mter^ing talks Fve et'er had with him. ,., 

When if ever w’c come up to eternal iudgment. I'ou may be 
very sure that wc shall ultimately be grad^ according to the 
vcij' higher point wc have been able to teach. , , . Faisal on 
that day will come out very high. He surges up a long long 
way aaoss the heavenly Strand ; the tide'goes down agab, 
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but he ius bnn there aiui left bis little line of sea gold on the 
shore. 

On Thursday T took Mis, Wilkinson to tea with some Arab 
ladies—rm always taking some of oar nice Englishwomen 
out to tea like that; it's such a help. 

In the evening t had an evening party in ray garden 9 - 11 . jo. 
Coffee and ices and talk imder my lanterns. I asked about ten 
Arabs and five Englishmen. It was quite bfoughi off and 1 
sltall do it again and again, .. . This amtnoon there is a very 
important meeting of Council—the treaty will be bid before 
the MiniSieis. I’ve been getting at Minivers this morning in 
the imcr\’al of writing to you and I suppose nothing more 
can be done. If it doesn’t come out quite Siaight it will up 
to Sir Percy, tltat great weaver of destinies, to put It tight 
again. 

Elsa will be gratified to hear that the parasol has come and 
excites the deepeft adraixation at Court! 

Perhaps someday you might send me a Bddge Box—I 
haven’t one. Also possibly some patience cards ? 

To H3. BAonaD, iju, 

I mua begin by a really remarkable observation on the 
weather, ITicy are repairing something to do with the 
define current and in consctjuencc it’s off till i p,m, and no 
Ims Nevertheless on this mtd July Sunday morning as I am 
simng, in a thorough draught it’s' ctue* berwecii door and 
window, but quire cool enough to write to vou with comfort, 
the tcmperatiire can't be over too degrees, fdon’t think we’ve 
had it oyer tio tliis year, and generally, as nxlay, a jolly 
north wind. My office is unfocninatdy the wonft spot in 
Bagdad j it’s sheltered from every breeze and ey p o<=ed to 
every ray of the sun. My house, on the other hand, is won¬ 
derfully cool 

The King and the Naqib have procUimed to the likening 
Universe that they will never, so help them God, accept the 
mandate. have replied iJiar they can conclude no 

treaty except by reason of the right to do so given to t hem by 
the League of Nations—i.e,, the mapd a rr 
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I think Tvt said before, but an^vay I'll sav ripht here, that 
I'm convinced that no country in the world can work a man¬ 
date. ., , The Arabs won't submit to arw diminution of their 
soveiefgti rights such as being placed in tutelage under the 
L. of N. They are rcadv to caceicise those rights in such manner 
as to bind themselves by treaty to accept advice in return for 
help. 

We had a great funfhon later in the afternoon—the opening 
of our Angto-Arah Qub. Sir Percy was there and was per- 
fcflly delightful to everyone. It’s a man’s club but I was 
asked to the party though Ttn not a member. And ouc 
dashine liuphmies sheikhs were there, half a dozen of them, 
all up Mre to See the treaty put through, if they can. It re- 
mains to be seen whether the dub will be a success—it is 
designed to be a common meeting ground. , , , 

Oh, we're up agalnJt such problems'—the formation of 
political parties is the fiiSt The cmemiits are already in the 
field and I’m pushing and dragging the others into the open. 

Here is an engaging piihire of the General Stad^ of the liat] 
Army liavine their new drilL Jafar Pasha appeaxs saliently on 
the extreme left. 

JmIj ii/i 

Yesterday’s experiences were as usual retnarkabk. Feeling 
very energetic for once, 1 got up at five and rode out to Kaira- 
dah to breakfait with Haji Nap scrumptious roaSed fish. 
While I was sitting in his snmnier house a curious episode 
occurred. Hicie ^ode in a youngish man in the dress of a 
Dervish who announced that he had come as a gucSL Haji 
Naji replied t hat he w'as busy and bade him begone. The man 
bluAered a little, looked sharply at me and said he had ju& 
as much right lo be a gueft as others and finally went out and 
sat down juSt outside a mac-walled summer house. Haji Naji 
called the servants and one of his sons and told them to send 
the man away. They &iled to make him move. Presently he 
began to read out the Koran in a loud voice. This was more 
than I couM bear and I went out and told him, by God, to 
clear out. He said I am reading the Holy Book." I rtylSed 
" 1 know you are—get out or I shall send for the poficc." 
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He repUcd imlcvantlj- '* I idv on God/* I said “ Cod’s a long 
way off and the police very near,” and with ihat I picked op 
his iron staff and gently poked hiit) up. He made up his mind 
that he was beaten and sayine “ Because you arc here I shall 
m ” picked up himself and his Koran and made off.... If J 
hadfi’c sent the man away Haji would have been absolutely 
helpless. A man who sits down on your threshold to tead 
the Koran can only be rcjjardcd, (O theory, as a blessing—you 
on’t lift him. Curious, wasn’r it ? 1 shall icll ihc police to 
keep an c)'c on any dervisls wandering about in Katrsdah..., 

lo p.m. I’ve luft heard by telephone that the Minifitets 
passed the maty at this aftcinoon's mceriog,... 

We*rc having a heat w-ave—I think the temperature muiS 
have been up to lao degrees to-day. One knows at once when 
the thetniometer runs up by the intolerable hotness of every¬ 
thing one toucltes. Mr, Cooke, Major Wilson and I accepted 
the invitation of Sabih Bey, Minifterof P.VC’.D., to bathe ftom 
his bouse in Muadhdham. It was an ideal place. A delightful 
house w’ith ni'o courtyards full of fJow’cring oleanders j you 
undress like a lady in Sabih Bey's bedroom, dimb down the 
wall of his house by a ladder so by a Steep sandy bank 
Straight into deep vi'ater—so swiftly deep dial you can dive 
in off the bank. You swim lazily down in the soft u^aim 
water under the high fotticM-like walls of Muadhdham river 
from, after which, if you’re me. you come to sKoic and run up 
the hank to your Starring point, but if you're Mr. Cooke you 
swim galimtly up aga^ the current. Thai over, we drank 
many glasses of ^pc juice and so motored home... . 

To^y the King ordered me to tea and we had iw-o hours 
most eicelleni talk. FirSt of all I got his assistance for my Law 
of Exovations u hich I’ve compiled with the utmost care in 
consultation with the legal authorities. He has undertaken 
to push it through Council—he*s perfectly sound about 
archseology. having been mined by T. E. Lawrence—and has 
agreed to my suggcftion that he should appoint me, if Sir 
Percy consen^, provisional Diteffor of ArchitoJoeT to his 
government, in addition to my other duties, i should then be 
able to fnn the whole thing in dired agreement n^ith htTn , 
W'bicb would be excellent. 
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To ILB, Bagdad, Jm/j jo/A, 

T left off m the fa^pimini; of a heat wave xrhich t i$ 
jiow neatlv ovet. The day after I wrote to you, the 21 si, I ^ot 
50 tiled of being hot that I ihoughr I would orr and mena it 
by being hotter so J went out riding about. I ^dnV go very 
far but before 1 got home ! fdt mote tike having a heat Stroke 
than iVe ercr feft in my life and when I looked in the looking 
^lass my face was scarlet all over. I put my head quickly into 
iced water and recovered at once. 1 nad a patty in ray garden 
that night—it was far too hot and Fra having no mote until k 
gets cooler. ,.. 


To H.B, Bacuad, if/A, i^zi, 

Wc are having a very exhaufting rime, physically and 
politically. Physically because of the incrcdthly horrihJe 
w'catber. 1t*s not very hot, nevet much over 1 io“. bur heavy 
and close beyond all Mlief. Every two or thtee days I gee up 
in the morning wondering why, tnftcad of getting up, J don’t 
lie down and die. At tlic end of the day one feels absolutely 
dead beat. Then for a day or two one is better, for no specif 
reason, and then again moribund. It’s not only me; cvetyone 
is the same.., - 

On Sunday 6 th the King kivited us to a picnic, I walked 
with the King through the wonderful pahn gardens and 
out to the desert. For the sbtth dine I’ve iratchcd the dates 
tipeiu Six rimes Fve seen the palms take on the likeness 
of huge Gxiwn Imperials, with the yellow date clui&crs hang¬ 
ing like iranicnse golden flowers below the feaTbery ftonds,,. 
The King took us back in bis launch and as we slipped paft 
the palm groves he and T tdd plans to write the history of 
the Arab revival ftom fliSI to mt, ftom his diaries and my 
knowledge. It would be a remarkable rale. 

Father, you do realise, don’t you, how the imgic and the 
fascittatitm of it all holds one prisener ? . .. . 

Yesterday in a pcifc^y infe rnal climate and feeling fit to 
die T worked from 7 to i.jo in the office, came home and 
tuiidicd and worked unkuerruptcdly from 2.50 to six, after 
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'(Fhich T went to a Coflunittec meeting and then to a. dinner it 
the Prench cor^ulite wh«c we played Bridge dll midnight. 
I came home feeling like a hombic spdSbc. 

The High Commissioner has telegraphed home that he 
doe$n*t see am idrantage in Faisal's gomg to Engtuiil He 
recommends tiut we should publish the treatTf say that we'n: 
all agreed upon It and that rne sole point of diderente is the 
minditc. On that point the deftops of the Iraq raua dedde; 
if they decide against ii we will evacuate to-morrow. The King 
is delighted with this proposed solution. 

But will our Goveuunent accept this suggeltion That’s 
what wc want to know, for being all away grouse shoodng we 
can get no answer to any tdegtams however urgent, . , , 

AteffUf tSfS. 

This was one of die moribund days, neverthdess Fve been 
eitictndy busy. Any quantity of Shdkhs came in dm mom'- 
lag.... I tedly believe they are getting to wort. They have 
parcelled out the whole country according to admbi^uve 
divisions. There’s a head branch in cverj' divisional head¬ 
quarter and sub-branches in every di^fl; the sheikhs are 
£oing hack to organise them. Their rails are up sky high, 
Tli^^ declare they’ll bring in the w'hole country., . , And the 
sheikhs from further airdd are trooping in to register them¬ 
selves as members. They are the people I love. J know every 
Tribal chief of any hnnqmncc through the whole length and 
breadth of Iraq and 1 toink them the backbone of the country. 
One has to take one’s courage in one’s hands when a wrong 
dectsion may mean umversal chaos. 

hfcantime all these internal hofdlincs that are so gravely 
preoccupying us may well be obliterated by tlie grouping 
menace of the KamaliSts of our northern fconjier.,.. 

Now 1 come to tbink of it I can’t imagine how you can bear 
to wade chrough^alt these reams of Iraq politics—can you 
bear it * 

Ajfg/a/ 

There’s an immense cryptic telegram from home—not 
decipheted 5fet, No dotibi it contains tire answer which vi'c 
think will decide our fate. 
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1 can’t see any prospeft of away this autumn, unless 

the whole thine blows up—a possible oontingeticy. If it 
doesn't we shall be in the thick of a general ck^Won and the 
Constituent Assembly should be meeting towards the end of 
the year. But Trat^ and evciything else may go to the dogs 
before I Stay here another summer. I should not be telling the 
truth if I did not observe that my disappearance from rhe 
scene at the present junOurc 'would fill the breads of my 
tribal sheikhs with dismay. . , . 


TO H.B. Ai^t t'ftk, «9ii. 

On Sunday evening Augu^ loth wc escaped from poli¬ 
tics for a happy hour or two. The King came out bathing 
and picnicking with us and ut had the usual party. It was my 
piraic and I did it beautifully. We roafied great fishes on 
spits over a fire of palm fronds—the moSt delicious food in 
the world—-I brought carpets and cushions and hung old 
Bagdad tameins in the tamaiisk bushes where w'c kept simple 
State in the rosy' stillness of the sunset, This is peicc,” said 
the King. We lay on out cushions for a couple of hours after 
dinner while be Nuri and Mr. Cornwallis told Stories of 
the Sy’mn campaign—have seldom passed a moie enchanting 
evening, 

Next day wc were back in the tunnoil, 

^X^ednesday was the anniversary of the aoccssion, Augu9 
ayrd. 1 rode with His Ma|c 5 ty before bteak&a on Tuesday 
morning to sec Iiis cotton farm, ... It is a tremendous caval¬ 
cade when the King goes out riding—A.D.C’s behind us and 
four lancers of the body guard ormging up the rear,.,. 

With that we ftopped raildng and played bridge, 
we came to Augait ajrd, ,. . Wc were due at the Levee 
at 94^ 

I went across to the Residency by boat, all in lace clothes 
and miniature orders, the first time I had worn the minia- 
nircs; they are the greatest comfort—and we Started off 
in a procession of two motors for the levee, the High Cbm- 
missloner and his Staff. When we got to the Paiare the coiin- 
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fatd was packed with people, three or four hundred finder 
the King^s ^tair, and numbere of whjtc-rabed persons on the 
baJeony, apparendy addressing them. The police bad to clear 
a way for the Hj^h Commissioner's car. As he walked up the 
Stair, a very Striking 6guie in his white uniform and orders, a 
voice in the crowd c^cd out something which he did not 
hear and 1 did not catch, upon which came a Storm of clapping. 
It was ahnod as though they were clapping his appearance, 
and much perplexed we went into the audience loom. Hie 
Kin^ seemed rather oerrous but the conveisarion quickly 
got into easy channels—the morning's, review and so forth— 
and after a quarter of an hour we came away. The court was 
empty. 

As soon as we were back in the office the High Com¬ 
missioner told me to get on to it ar once and find out what had 
happened. I did, and within an hour J had the information wc 
wanted. It was a demonitrarjon on the pact of the two cs* 
tretni£t political parties, no doubt arranged to take place at 
the hour of Sir Percy's audience. 

It was now Sir Percy’s turn to get busy. He waited until 
the anniversary was over and on the following morning 
(a4tli) scot the letter and received the answer, ... At noon 
on the Z4th wc heard that the King was down with appen¬ 
dicitis, in the evening his temperature was up, at 6 a.m. next 
day, do^iors, two English and three Arabs, were debating 
whether an Immediate operation uicre necessary, at 8 they 
decided it was and at 11 it was successfully over..,, 

The King has made a t^id convalescence. On Sunday he 
was allouxd to see a sclcacd body of notables. This was 
thought advisable because a rumour had been spread that he 
u^s dead. On hlonday tlie Officers of the Iraq arm y offered 
him their congratulations on his recovery. To-day Mr, Corn¬ 
wallis saw him—in the presence ofnotabJes and the A.D.C/s; 
There Tvas no mention of politics.,., 

The extreme right is [ust as subversive of the policy of 
H.M.G, as the extreme left. The one is opposed to the King 
and the Arab Government, the other opposed to 
assiftmee. How are we to combine the two smipty contlifbng 
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schools of thoueht ? I itnfsdf believe ilm \( the King icfiises 
to accept Sir retry’s aiSion the maioricy of the Iraq reiJi 
reque^ liim to abdicate. You’ll uiidei£taQd that 
preoccupations block out tlic tmiumenr. If 1 don’t specifically 
answer your letters it’s not because I don’t like having them. 
They are like an esca^ to another world. Bui waking and 
sleeping I am absorbed by what lies to tnv band and the count* 
less interviews which 1 conduft daily witn turhaned gentlemen 
and tribesmen and what you please, seem to me to matter 
more than anything else in die world. ,, . 


To ,,, Bagbad, Stpfmbtr 8/i, 

1 Spent the afternoon with the Davidsons. She is going 
home nest week to my yieat sorrow. I shall miss her orcacf 
fully. I do hope Aureba Tod will be back this winter—it’s 
nice to have a female friend. 

At the beginning of September we had an unusual drop in 
the temperature, a month eacUer than usual. 1 piotaptiy 
caught cold—but Tve also promptly got rid of it. You can’t 
think how dtHicult it is to cackle the BiSt on-coming of cold. 
You would "think it absurd to speak of it as cold. The ihcr- 
momecex often goes up to t lo in the afterday, but it drops to 
70 before dawn. You^rc ju& too hot without a punkah when 
the temperature of your looin is 90 and ju$ too cold with h. 

ic/i. 

This Sunday morning while Tm writing to you Sir Pe^cy 
and Mr. Cornwallis arc having a momentous interview with 
the King, at whidt Sir Peicy is asking him to endotse all be 
has done, and to give cenain tuukrta^gs for the future..., 

Sipt, 14/i, 

Now I muS tell you that the King’s momentous convcisa- 
tion with Sir Perev passed off very satia&dioiijy. He accepted 
and endoised all tbat Sir Percy had done. ... ' 
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To H.B. . .. BaCdad, Srptrmktr r^u. 

Our next cxdteircnr wis the arrval of Amir Zaid. 
youngest brother to whom be ts devoted;. He anived laJt 
Sunrky the 17th. There vas a great reception ibr him at the 
Priori to 'w-htch we aii went—noiihles and advisors and 
Arab Army and everyone you can think of.. , . 

The Mandate has been much softened for them since hfr. 
OiurdiilJ has agreed to announce that the moment Iraq 
enters the League of Nadoos it becomes a dead lencr, Now 
one of the clauses of the treaty Is an undertaking on our pan 
to get Iraq admirted as quickly as possible.... 

StpftMhir itfh, 

A new planet has arisen in the shape of Sir John Salmond, 
Air Maisiial, who takes over command of all British Forces 
on OSober r$t. ... He is alert, forcible, amazingly quick 
in the uptake, a man who means to ondei^nd the Iraq and 
our dealings with its people. He dined with me la^ night 
to meet Mr, Cornwallis—juft we three for I wanted him 
to get into Initant touch with the Iraq government to which 
hir. Comwailis belongs. We had the mo^ enchanting 
evening for Sir John is delightful to talk to on any subjed. 


To H,B. Bagdad, Cktottf i/i, tgiA. 

As usual a great many things seem to have h^pened bur 
for the moS part we have bad our eyes fixed on Chanak. .., 
Wc, however, seem to have found a man in General 
Harington. 

1 wrote to you on the 19th. The joth was the fifd of their 
aummn races. ^X'e began the day, the Joyces and Ij by caking 
the Atiur Zaid to Qcsiphon.... He is so eager to find out and 
Icam about everything—as quick and appreciative as the King. 
1 rook out breakfast which we ate uncier the shadow of cite 
great walls, while I told Zaid of all the battles that had been 
fought there, fijy and 1914. In the afternoon we went to the 
races as H.h{. u-as going. 1 went to Sit Percy’s box and he put 
me next the King. Alter wc bad talked a little Sir John 
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Salmomi SrolJed over from his box, so I cook him into H.M/s 
box and we three had an bourns calk, J tnccrpieting. The King 
went ftratnht to the heajt of things, asking the A,V.M. what 
he could do to protea us from attack, how much he could do 
if at the worst we could ask for more help and so on. The Air 
Vice Marshal answered with as much dircancss and pr^uced, 
as he docs, a great feeling of confidence.... 

Ma[or hloel lunched with me yc^exday and teturned to 
Stilaimam lait night. He desedbed a situation in which he is 
hourly risking his life as a very inteieauig experience. He is 
what would l)c called at Eton triad—an enchanting adventurer, 
an inunense undcr^anding of the Kurd, and flawless courage 

^ k * * 

The main thing is to get the eatiemifts and modecates to 
work together, Ai present the one is always on ilie alert to 
break the head of the other— -1 use the Arab I'dioni. It^s I'cry 

much on the principle of * dte-toi tjuc jc mV metre ’_ 

there’s often ninhing else bdiind it, ,,, 

IVe been gening at the modeiace pany telling them they arc 
t|uiic disgtaccfully ina^ve.... 

I hear the King is ovedoyed at the signature of the treaty. 

I went up and wrote my name with respectful congiamlattoas 
ycflciday but I haven't yet seen him. Today IVe been 
translating his really beautiful prodamarton which will be 
published in English and Arabic to-morrow together with the 
treaty, J wish I had more time to do it properly; it demand^ 
better work chan could be put into the twenty-five minutes 
allowed me., . , 


® Bagdao, Ocr«itr *4/*, lyi*. 

As for you and Unde Lyulph you ate tiic moft leinackable 
people I know. I love 10 ^nk of his tnindling off to Perth, 
and I tong to bear of your visit to Frankfort, Yes, yout railway 
negotiations ate not unlike things of which t have intimate 
knowledge and after all human affairs seem to be much the 
same all the world over.... 

The Cabinet, at the retjueSt of the King, has appointed me 
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hononiy Direftor of Aichicotogy—there didn’t seem to 
be any other way of keeping the place 'ft-arm lill we could afford 
a proper DircSon Tlie department to tny grear sad 5 <& 3 ioo, 
has been placed tn the Mini^ of Public Works, so chat 1 
ain dirc&lv under my friend Sabih Bey and shall have rhe help 
ot the archited Major J[, M. Wilson, whom you rcmeinber—- 
i pupil of Lutyens. I went over to the Winlftry on Tuesday 
morning to have my first conference with the MiniSer about 
the Lav of Excavaooo, which I’ve drafted..., 

Now that the treaty is sij^ed the King is out to defend 
every line of it &om the slighted breach of critidsro. His 
own proclamation and his telegram to ^ng George accurately 
reflcA his State of mind. The Itadah for the holding of clcC'' 
lions has bren issued ; registration of Dhe^iore begins this 
week and will hst about six weeks—^what with die somewhat 
cumbmus system of elcaoraJ colleges we shan’t have the 
ConStiraeni Assembly sitting till about January. -.. The King 
is dciermlncd that it shall be an Assembly whi^ will ratify the 
treaty and I think it wid be, 

^ The news of the Cabinet appointments reached us faft night. 
1 tp so ejtchantcd to have the Duke [of Devonshire] our 

iliaiflcr that Tve written to tdi him so_ 

Regi^tmtion of prim^ debtors begjan ycaerday*, . * 

Vt^hen f got in at six o^clock 1 found an urgent message 
from the King bidding me to dinner,^ Ja&r, Nun and 2 ^d 
were ^e party, Wc had a \Try tnerty dmner^ during the course 
of which H.M* described the glories of ChatswonJb# and played 
a game of Bridge aftens.^ds, I teaching the amk Zaid.' I 
tike more and more—^nd I never met anyone wirii such 
Incidentally^ 1 was we arin g a new gold 
and white gown *,.. so I had a modcft triumph too. , ♦. i*vc 
had a teitioly busy day- I was out, as usual, at six, tiding (I 
came in pa 3 the Lraq Army parade and receive the salute of 
^e units which happen to be drilling there) and when I got 
into the office at 8. i ji i found Sir Percy champing for a draft of 
a teJegram he wanted to send home, painting out the disas-^ 
troiis cffc£l: that would result from die re-cession of Mosul to 
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the Tuiks. So I proceeded to it for hun while he was at 
brcikfii^. i*ve no doubt he’ll improve it in detail but the 
^etutral lines were, if 1 may say, maftetly. Having got that 
done I had to write the teporr for the Secretary of State, 
which goes fortnightly by air mall, . .. our successes apainft 
ilic Turks on the Kur^h frontier, the reception of the 
treaty and the King’s plans. With in inten'^a) for lunch It took 
me [Ut four o’clock, wnen I walked home and at once addressed 
myself to letters for die mail 1 won’t say I’m as a&ivc as you 
but ^ 1 do take my part in the aSaiis of the world, don’t 1 ? 


To frLB. Bagsad. Naitmitf tif, ifit 

I’m beginning this letter very early and shall close It eaily 
because cKe day after to-morrow I'm going to Mosul for a few 
days. It’s this way t there has long a promise that 1 shall 
personally coadufiMajor J, ht. WtUon to Hitcta, Round this 
kcmcl have sohdiEed Capt. Gay ton and Major Murray (juA 
back from leave and posted to Mosul, to the regret of Captain 
Clayton and me) ano we will set out on Friday night. We 
sleep a night at Shaigat with the Arab Army as ho^, motor 
next day to Harta where we spend the mght i ^ ffdet dt Dtttt 
(we have camp beds with us and the Sham mat of Ajil al 
Yawar are in tnat nesglibourhooci and wih, wc hope, provide 
us with a sheep mailed whale and codec) and then motor 
back to Qaiyandi wbetc if we arrive late we may spend 
another night. 

I’ve been Eguring in my mpacity as Dini^or of Archeology, 
Mr. Woolley ardved on Sunday. He is a hril-dass digger and 
an aichxologist after my own heart—Lc., he entirely backs 
me up in the way I'm conducing the department He has 
come out as bead of a joinr expedition organised by the British 
Museum and Pennsylvania University and they are going to 
dig Ur, no less, and arc prepared to put in rwo years’ work.... 
Alter lunch Sabiii Bey and I wem to a meeting of the Cabinet 
which 1 attended for the iin§t time to explain and defend the 
Law of Lxcavaixons which 1 Itad drafted. The Naqib and the 
Mini&ers made me aBefdonaiely welcome. 
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Wc passed ta my ta.w through which we bbooicdT clause 
by clause, for two hemrs I got it passed in principle but 
certain vobal alterations are dill to be made in the Aiamc text. 
^'Iten wc had done I bowed myself out and went to a cont- 
mittec meeting of the SaJam Lil^iy where it was my agree- 
able duty to present to them some ,^40 worth of books, the 
response to my appeal to Sir Frederick Mgc millan. Iso^t It 
generous of biin f. . . . 1 con£ideiitly exped that the Salam 
Ubtary will soon be one of tlie bed indjtuaoas in the £ad.... 

A deputaiion is coming down from Sulaimani to discuss 
the Kurdish que^on with H.E. and H.hf* It has missed its 
train, as it oanitally would, but it rnay possibly ariiee to* 
tnotrow.... 

Ntnmktr uJ. 

Hie deputation has come, fourteen in ill, including their 
followers, and all armed to the teeth. TbeyVe put up at one 
of the snialler Hotels, from which they prompdy cj^ed aU 
other occupants. The landlord wilted and vanished imo the 
cellar. Yet according to Major Noel their views are quite 
reasonable—not tliar he is a great judge of reasonableness, 
bless hiin<—they are explaining them to Sir Percy this evening. 

To H.B. Mosui^ Nvnmbtr lo/l, i jaa, 

>.,. Wc motored Straight across a heavenly rolling desert, 
across which 1 had ridden in 1911 to Hatca. As we drew near 
we saw the Arab flag flying from the high vaults of the ruined 
palace and in the huge courtyard where the Arab Prince, 
liegeman of the Pord^ kings, had shelceicd his flocks in 
dmes of Stress.... 

Hatia ^Jce makes its appearance in the hiftory of the world, 
the JittSt time in 116 when Trajan besieged it twice, capturing it 
the first time and fiiiiing to take it die second after it 1^ 
revolted from him. ITaen in 196 Septimus Severus in his turn 
besieged it twice and it bdti out against him both dmes. 
From that date it disappears from the ken of historians until 
Lajratd revisited its amazing ruins laft oenmry.... At sunset 
I Uy on the higher wall under the shadow of the Arab flag 
and watched the light fidl and fade across the universe of 
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descn. B«Iaw me the cuncls ind hotses of AjiJ^s bairdt 
Grayed through the court and beyond the dty wall the blue 
smoke irom among the tears of a Sbammar camp. It was a 
scene in which past and present were so bewilderingly mingled 
that you might have looked down upon its like any evening 
for twenty centuries. . , . We left about nine and motored 
across the desert to the Mosul toad which we ioined at 
Qaiyarah, and so on through clouds of du^ lo Mosul... . 

'^cre came to dinner Col, Rogers, O.C of the Rajputs 
ftauoned here, and his Major named johnsont boih very tiicc, 
and Major Maclean (Arab Army), a charming person whom I 
already knew. 

Ndt day, November $th, 1 went down wirh Captain 
Flasman to the Saiai and called on the Mutasamf, , , , He 
was diiehy preoccupied with the firom 21akho, on the 
citreme northern ftonticr, whence the Kainunakam had die 
day before been sending alarmist telegtams to say chat a 
Turkish and tribal attack was imminent and if more soldiers 
were not sent immediately he begged to resign. We did not 
feel very amdous because we knew that the new Inspaftor 
General of Levies, Colonel Dobbin, had arrived at Zakho the 
previous evening and that if there had been anything very 
serious he would have telegraphed. However Major Murray, 
Major Wilson, Captain Slater and 1 determined to pull on our 
chain armour, shoulder our muskets and go our neat day to 
reinforce the Kaimmakam. And who so pleased as I ? 

So on November yth wc made a fairl y good Sart about 
eight., . * An hour or rsro out we met Colonel Dobbin with 
his AJD.C UnfoTtunaiely he was the bringcr of bad news— 
the battle was off 1.. ,. 

The Kaimmakam was all of a twitter—obviously not the 
man for a frontier po^t. Major Mumy promised guns for the 
levy camp above the town—they’ve now gone in'd I cruft the 
Zakho v^ley ccvcrbciaies with tic sound of their prance. 
Tve urged on Sir Percy tliat wc shouldn’t allow the Turks the 
advantageous position of heads I win and tails you lose. . .. 
The guns they’ve heard j the Levies are ready, and beblnd 
them aciopJanes enough to obscure the light of >^e sun. 
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It near mnsct when we reached the Levy Camp which 
lies in a tmp on the top of the foodiilJs with the British flag 
flying on it.... I occupied the hut of o«e ho5t Captain Merry, 
a simple, ebeerfu!, self-reliant young officer. . , . We were 
wailed on by four Assyrian boys, in foil native ^ss—Striped 
embroidered trousers, scarlet and yellow tassels flung over 
their shoulders under the white felt aouave jacket, while 
peaked caps wnth a white or scarlet feather at the side.... 

Before we left neat day I inspefted many of the huts— 
spc^essly dean, the wonun all dressed up in their belt in 
anticipation of a visit, but Ehclr feathers are not so fine as 
those of the men. I went away much impressed. Truly wc arc 
a remarkable pwplc. Wc save ftom d^trufrion temnancs of 
oppressed narions, laboriously and expensively giving 
ibcra sanita^ iccommodarion, ’ teaching their childr^, ^ 
SMfting thek filths, but ah the rfme cursing at rhe trouble 
they are giving ns—and they’re cursing us, not infieqacntlv, 
for the trouble wc ate giving them with otir mcuculous 
regulations. And then b^old, when left to themselves they 
no^ to our StandirdSi our Captain Mcrrvs for their chosen 
leaders, our regulations thdi decalogue. .. And on all ibis 
we garc without amazement. It’s the sort of thing that hap¬ 
pens under the British flag—don’t ask us why, we don’t 
know,.,, 

On the isth I caught the min at Qantghan and reached 
Bagdad on the i6th without incident except that the ttain was 
some sis hours late—you know our ways. I arrived to find a 
crisis, for which I was partly prepared by letter. The 
Naqib has resigned. It has happened quite simply and without 
^ fedings being hurt-— Obuict has JiiS died of 
inamttojt. So now they are busy Cabinet making as hard as 
they can go and with luck 1 think they mav have a much 
Wronger lot than before,... 

To-night Sir Percy goes off to the Persian Gulf—a long 
postponed confctcncc which I hope will end in the conclusion 
of 2 satis&aory treaty between Nejd and Iraq but it’s rather 
agitatmg to Iwve Sir Percy away when so manv things are 
ppetiing. We ve had, however, very reassuring telegrams 
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from home about the attirudc tbev ue going to taliie up with 
the Turks m defence of the Iraq Eromicis. t . . 

Nutmtitr i^nk 

^ Ihe new Cabinet is formed and is, I think very good. 
Vasia Pasha goes to Public Works so 1 shall do me Aichseo- 
logical dq?t, with him which I shall like, H.M. and the Cabinet 
are dctetminetl to take a Strong line. lr*s needed, for the Sluah 
rmijt^uds have issued £«wib 3 forbidding people to take 
pan in the clcftions,... 


To K.B, .. 1 Bagiiad, Diettulur t^ia. 

Do you know—apropos of nothing at all—-that Tve been 
four times imentioncil in dispatches for tny valuable and dU^ 
tinguished services in the iidd ) It came to me as a surprise'— 
indeed it is singularly preposterous—'when 1 counicd up the 
documents in otdec to ^ up a Colonial OfJke Form, f 
hadnV realised there were so many. Appaimtly one of the 
fields I di^tinguisbed in was Palestine, foi ! was mca- 

tianed by Sir Reginald wingatc,.. . 

I sent you by post the ye^y retsort to the S. of 5,, a verr 
sillv sort of Xi^ prcseni, 1 wrote all the first general chapttt 
and the ncirt on adminiaratiott, then the chapters on rcfitpecs 
and foreign relations. The other bits came from the respe&vc 
departments, Mr. Slater's Hnancifll chapter is intdeSling^ and 
Mr. Davtdson^s judicial chapter, Ii was a tidy job pxrtong it 
all togctiicr, but interesting. 


To F.B. Baodad, PAFfjvhr j/b, 1921. 

Isn’t it a shocking thing that four years after the armi^oe 

we should 5dlt see the world in such oenfusibn. 

But IW0O Idn’t not have done what Fm doing here, 1 often 
wonder w'hcther it U very selfish of me to have gone on with it, 
life here has drawbacks, of course; there arc long moments 
when I feel very lonely, but the work has been so intcreSing 
that as finr as i am concenued 1 couldn’t have expedcnced 
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better or even as good, a destiny. My pEcsent plans arc lo come 
hoiw on leave jn Afay. wm-mg rorwunds rhe end of the momb 
prabaWv, If 5ir Henry Dobbs wants me to return I should 

L another winter u any tale, but of course 

that’s for him to say, 

I can’r tidnk what it would have been like nor to have had 
jou and father faking such an inteieft in out doings, but this 

added immensely to ihe pleasure of 
them. To wnre to y<»u about rhem has been ludf the battle^ 
and you never seem boied however mucti I» rite. 


Sk I^rcj is aiil dallying in tlic Persian Gulf, not without 
piofit, Jw>^;5vcr for he has got the Ncid-lraq treaty ratified 
wludi ftn Saud had refUsed to do, 1 Ww [.S, would come 
round dinemy Sir Percy put the matier to him Whzt ^n 
ixillucncc h^s mj chief, 

A very happy Xmas and aH good tlungs. The love of your 
children is always with you and \ can’t think dtat any of diem 
can Jove you more than your daughter, Gertrude:. 


Bagoad, fWiirAr t«rf. ijit 

Src Pe^’ cai^ hack on die r irh with treaties all signed and 
finished m his hands, Tbn Saud is coming to the Iraq in the 
gnng w v,s,t the King tmder Sir Pcrqi^s auspices, Sabih 
es-MiniSicr of W^oits, who went with Sir Percy as the 
Jjnc s rcprcscnfativc told me that the matter is finished tliat 
Su ^rcy was magntecent and that Ibn Saud is convinced that 
the future oi him^ and countiy depends on our good¬ 
will and that he will newr break with us. In point of taa tlic 
t^ty IS on ^aiy the lines that Sir Percy ^ulated. 1 
to sec him. It makes an immense ditfcnciicc having him 


ToH3. 


, Bacdsd. Dtetfwiiir i8/A, 1911, 

MaiorVn^ asked me whether I would accent apmdnt- 
ment as Ooental Secretary, with the of Sir 
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tUI Oa. Jjij (wHcB is to be the date of Sir PcKy's own 
appointment). I said T would. So that’s how maners Itandn 
1 sbaU hold the appomtmenr till Sir Percy leaves at anc rate. 
Major ^'ounfc su^c^cd that ids successor mipht like me to 
^tay on for a bit so as not to make a complete chan« ili at 
once, I said, other things being equal, I should procwbl? be 
able to do that, but of course it would depend largely on who 
the successor might be* and at that wc left it. It has turned 
oin very much as 1 should has*c wished because it's they who 
have asked me to $tay and not 1 who am dinging on. 1 made 
it very clear to Major Young that I wasn’t chngine on if they 
did not want me. What a Stiange political career rve had, to 
be sure.., . Oh for peace—peace at any price, I could almost 
say, T wtmdcf if any geaenuion was so wca^ of strife as we 
are. Jafat Pasha dropped into the office this morning for a 
talk. I wish there were more pcnnlc of hU integrity and 
moderation.,.. Jafax’s fidelity and uevodon to the King are 
really bcau^ul. 1 know the man In every aspeS and he is 
equdly dcligiitftil m hIs afFcfyociate chivalry towards his 
womenfolk, his adoration of his children and his fen’cnt 
loyalty to Fa^, whom be regards (as indeed, 1 do also) as 
the one man who can lead the Arab cause to success. 

We’ve another problem looming on our Southern bordcis. 
You know that Ibn Saud has captured Hayil, thereby changing 
the balance of Arabian politics, His frontier now runs with 
that of the Iraq and it*s as yet an undefined frontier. Sir 
Percy Ims invited him to come into conference with himself 
and Faisal at the carlicSl possible moment, and I’ve been laying 
out on the map what T tnink should be our desert boundaries. 
There’s nothing 1 should like so much as to attend that 
conference of Kings but I don’t suppose for a moment that 
Sic Percy will take me..., 

The conquest of Hayll will have fex-reaching consequences. 
It vriU bring Ibn Saud Into the theatre of trans-Jordanian 
politics and probably into the Franco-Syrian vifta also—it’s 
difficult as yet to sec with what results, I should, however, 
feel much greater anxiety if 1 weren’t so certain of Sir Percy's 
power to guide him. It’s really omaring that anyone should 
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cierdse inAticMc such as his* ... I don’t think Thai the 
Etiropean in hiitoty has made a deeper imptesaion on an? 
Oricttiai mind_ r j 


' •» Baooad, Dttrmhr j ut, ijji. 

[C^itrude Fives an accoimi of a shooting party 
consisting of hlr. Davidson, Mr. Comwi^s and Major 
Munay besides herself.] 


Out destination, the Shamiyih chann e l of the Euphrates, 
vrhich runs parallel to the Misnkhah ,,. 

We poled up the civet, Stopping at any likel y place o« 
the banks to get out and shoot. 

The Shamiyah Channel is much mote beautiful fh*n rhe 
Mishkhab. Willows and Euphrates poplars ftingc the livex, 
Jdi ^ gold and amber ftothlng round the Stiff gimi palms! 
Tlw Utde Straw villages lie closely in these woods and the 
white glitter dowG the river. Over all was ji glorious 
sim shining through fresh keen air and we, plunging through 
the wil]^ and the russet scrub, jumping over or into m- 
c^erable water courses, felt again the vigoious enchantment 
of that delightful place, the world. . , . 

At 4 a.m, we were up again and after a haSty cup of tea 
jumj^ into our beats Md p^died down to the Hoc, It waa 
w^^ndecful in the ftiU night. The only sound was the talking 
<« the geese, whom we were out to kill. But we didn’t kiB 
theoMhey were a great deal too many for us. Dawn was mSt 
begini^g to break as we readied the Hoc, the flocks of geese 
were rising with immense chatter and disturbances, Stringing 
out m long beautiful patterns across tbc pale sky, but ev« sb 
above our hi^ds. In the cold daw'n wc jumped out of our 
boats on to t wide desobte island in the mldiBe of the Hor. 
There wc scattered and finding what cover we could, lay and 
t^tch^ the geest flighting. They were never really within 
sh^ but that didn’t make any difference to the beauty of it 
wd for my part I couldn't tire of seeing the kingfishers hunt* 
mg for their breakfift in their delightftd fashion. . . . 

Chrianus day was perhaps the beSt day we had, weather 
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aad s^rt and gcKxl spirits, We went by boat do'wn the river, 
shooting aU the way, till we got to the mouth of a loop canal, 
the Abu Tibn father of Straw) on which lives the paiainoimt 
Sheikh of the f^aaoil.... What we wanted to do was to shoot 
duck on the Hor, not to speak of geese, and we went out in 
tiny ^oes. . , , It was a delicious I-Ior full of bnutiful 
flowering reeds Md ali\’e with water-hirds—not much less 
alive after our visit I’m sorry to say. We got to the other side 
after sunset. The geese and ducks were flighting in thousands 
but ^ in the top of the sky. Nevertheless it was enchanting 
coming back under the mi>on and stars across the quiet I-iot 
The reeds brushed youi boat softly, a sleepy goose raised bis 
voice, 3 coot burned over the water with noisy awkward 
flight and you lay in your boat and listened and wondered..,, 
And at mid-day on 'Thursday aSth, we were hack in Bagdad, 
disgracefally sun and wind burnt, cheerful, 6it and healthy.,,. 


To HA Bacdai>, 

The chief news Is that Sir Percy is going home by this air 
mail to help the Cabinet to coine m a conclusion about 
Iraq jpolicy. . . . It U &r more sarisfaftory that he in person 
should go and put the whole case to the authorities, for you 
see, even if they don’t want to shoulder the burden they have 
pot to learn that it's amaringlv difficult to let it drop with a 
bump. Even the evacuation of Mosul would mean, I am con* 
vincM that we should be faced with the problem of sixty 
to seventy thousand Christian refugees.... 

It is almost impossible to believe that a few years ago the 
human nee was mote or less governed by reason and con¬ 
sidered consequences, before it did things, I don't fed 
reasonable myscll—how can one when poiiriml values are 
as flufhuting'as the currency ?. . . At dac hack of my mind I 
have a feeling that we people of ihe war can never ret urn to 
complete sanity. The shoM has been too great; we're un¬ 
balanced. I am aw^e that I myself liave much less control 
over my own emotions than I used to have. T don't really 
%e! certain about what I might do next and I can only liope 
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tiiat ihe op|»rtiuii^ for doing unpossibty reckless diings 
won t arise, if it did I should peobabiv do them; at tcaft 
1 can*i be sure 1 shouldn't. ,.. 

It will be dreadfully' flat when I return to London, not tt> 
be consulted ateut all Cabinet appointment I 

Next came Sir Henry Oobbs for a good talk for which wc 
really hadn’t y^t liad an oppormnity and we discussed Mesopo- 
tamia and hiSoiy since iiie earlv tlays of (he Occupation, 

Tuesday jtfa I went to i>iwaniyah with Major J, M, 
Wd»n and Major JelFedes. Our object was to see the mound 
w iMffiir which wc did on the following day.... Niffar is by 
rar the moSl Striking site I’ve seen here. It’s so csotmously 
big and tbe temple pyramid soars so high abo^-e the plain. 
MoKover you get a very clear ttnpiession of the topography 
^ihe town, from the old Nil ca n a l, the forerunner of the 
Oagharah, cur through it, and it’s easy to pifhut the huge 
trapU with its library and divinity school on one bank and 
the oomiEuixcia] city on. the other. ., . you see .in sedion age 
after age of civilization extending over a pedod of three or 
four ttousand years, ft’s amazing and rather horrible to be 
brought face to face with milicciums of human effort and 
then to constekr what a mess we’ve made of it, as I remarked 
above..,. 

I got ^ck to my house feeling as if I had travelled in nighc- 
mare trains for io,eoo hours at 

I ye been pretty busy the^ lajt two days picking up threads, 
wxttmg reports lor the and preparing things which Sir 
1 city wa^ to take with him. It’s always the greats pleasure 
to w^ork for him and the h£t remains that whatever I may do 
tn the fomre I shall never have a chief whom I serve mote 
whole h^ncdly than I serve him. The sense that one has 
gamed bis confidence, is I think the thing that Tm more 
mud of than mythingdse. He has, you know, been an angel 
or kindness and consideration to me, ... 

Tonight as I was coming back &om the office verr dirty 
^ Ured, I met Sli John Salmond and Air Commodore 
oonon on their doorstep and they dragged me in to a very 
merry tea.,,, Fm much attached to the .Air Force; they have 
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the same sort of charm that satiots have, they ate so keen aad 
so busy with chdt job, and it*s a job that they are always at, 
juft as sailr>t$ act. And they arc so amazmgfy gaUant. The 
things that they've done in this country without anything 
said about them, might be a theme for epics. 

To H.B. Jammirj 

,.,, I'm very glad to gather ftomyoui letter ofDec. ayth that 
there's eve^ prosped of my predeceasing you, wbi^ is wh^ 
I should wish to do. The woud would be a poor place without 
you. I mu& have a talk with Sir Henry one day about plans. 
As at present artanged Tve engaged benhs for Made and me 
on a ^p that leaves Bombay on May )th. . . , Meantime I 
mud bt^ to Sir Henry that I’m going on leave and £nd out 
whether he wants me to come bacL I don't {ike going jud as 
he takes over but apart from seeing my £uuily I think three 
consecutive summers here is enough.... 

To HB. SiAUDAD, 19^)1 

.... Seven years Tve been at this job of setting up an Arab 
State. If we ^ it's little consolation to me personally that 
other generations may succeed, as Ibelicvc thev mud.... 

f’ve been, rather busy with arcbjcology. 1 had long 
tepoits about Ur to write for my Minifccr and for the bed 
papers and nest Fve had to tackle the O^ord University 
expodkion to Kisb—promised a held worker and an 
epigraphkt and on that agreed to ask my hlini^er for a 
concession, and lo and behold, one solitary man turns up.... 

I fed convinced that no on^ however good, can undertake 
single handed so big a work a$ the excavarion of Kish, so 
I've hdd up the concession and tdegcaphed for the advice of 
the Joint Gjounittee which is the nighjdt aidueological 
authority at home—for convenience, Fm a member of it. *,. 

To R.B, BAOnAD, Fthmary ij/i, 1913. 

The relations between the Arabs and the British General 
Staff ate mo^ satisfactocy. In times of ^mss like the piescnt, 
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Sir Joiia takfs supreme cormnand of aU forces and ttcy work 
eo^cr without the sli^htcft friftion, ... 

It was a ddidous soft spring day veSterday and I rode out. 
To-^y jt has poured Steadilp almoSt al] day, ihc hcavieil rain 
wc have Jud tius month and very wekome though 1 tremble 
to thmk of the mud lo-motrow. The ^trcets were lakes this 
Mcmoon, And I had to nm round with the Committee of the 
Salam Libiaiy and put off a petfortnance wc were gniny to 
^vc at the Cinema to-morrow for the braefit of the LiEmiy 
because we fdt sure that in this mud no one would come...! 

To-iky, the roads have at to recovered from the raii! 

. Ka^dah and found the lii^aprEcots in fJowet 

m Haji Najt s garden, I have a bunch of flowering branches 
in my room now.... ® 


Bagoad, ManA i9i|. 

Will pu ple^ do something for me. The King (with 
whom 1 [ua be<m havmg tea) is in perplesiiy as rohow to 
fttcmsb a big room m the httle n^ce chat juft been built— 
a rcccimon room. Ir^s an awkward shape for h was meant 
for a dining ^n^iyo paces long by about 70 wide with a 
tnoniuncncil fiteplace on one of the long sides. Tve sugjrefted 
that It muft be somehow broken up in fomishing it^l that 
he ought to mate a ^tnd sit^g n£cc in the middle, opposite 
the fftcplace, with three tug handromc so&s, the middle one 
me moft immslng- In this du^ country it's bettet to have 
hirmture ra^er supple in pattern as otherwise it's diflicuJt 
to dean, and we dunk that if we had some good diawincs or 
pia^ we rould mate it here. So could yo?i^haps seS us 
a se^on of catalogues or dtawings from some oT the beft 
London sbi^ by next air mail ? %c could get chain and 
tables out of them too and make something that would do for 
the present. ... ® 

I went ro Ur with Major Wilson. They are dosing down for 
the^son and wc liad to go in person and divide the finds 
between the diggers and the Itao.... 

It took us the whole day to the division but it was ex- 
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ttemel7 intereaing and Mr. Woolley was an angel Wc had 
to claim the beS things for ourselves hut we diu our be^ to 
make it op to him and I doo*t chiiik he was very much dis* 
SHtished. We, for out part, were well pleased. The beft 
obje^ is a hideous Sumenan ^tue of a King of Lagach, about 
three feet high but headless. 

it has a long msenption across the shoulder in which they 
have read the King's name, but it wtll gp back to London to 
be completely dccyphcred and then return to us..,. 


ToJLS. Bagdad, April lofi, tjuj. 

lliank you a thousand times for all the trouble you took 
about the King's furniture. He is delighted with the pictures. 
Major Wilson and I are going to have a great talk with Kim 
tomorrow and decide what he shall order.... 

Sir Percy arrived safely on the ^tst. . . . We're satished; 
he thinks Parlkment will agree to tlic scheme of the Qbinci 
Committee and that wc can pull tfaipimh on th.it though the 
economic conditions will be veir difficult for the ftra few 
years. It's also settled that I should come back in September. 
1 hate going away while the thing is ^11 so much in the mcltfng 
pot, but apart from my wish to sec my family, I don't think 
1 ought to ^y a fourth summer on entl and ( shall come back 
mote competent, we’l! hope; to cany on the job. ., . 

Talking of Aichscologiits, isn’t it tcrdble about Lord 
Caimrvon. And so exmordinarily tiresome that people 
should be given an oppominicy to say it’s a curse.... 

The floods have gone down, but it will be mouths before 
the desert Eaft of Bagdad is dry. It is ^ill a great sea of muddy 
water. They arc digging a great cut into the Diala to drain Jr 
off... . 

Apnt ttti. 

Wc bad a terrific day yesterday beginning with a great rush 
of work in the office, then at ia.50 an enormous luuch given 
by the Iiatj Army, There were sports afterwards, but 1 got 
aw-ay eady following H.M. who bad commissioned Major 
Wilson and me to come and talk about the furniture. ... 
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^ * Bactm), j4/nVi4/i, xj±|, 

I treat to Hiibh for the nightofl the r4th with Major Wibon 
and Dr. Herrfcld* ^^e stayed with the Lxjngriggs that night 
and ncJrt morning motored out about an hour to the 
to See the cxcai'atioiis at Kjsh—I was inspefhngf you tinder'' 
Sand. ’W'c found that Mr. Mackay had done a gieat deal 
of work at one of the mounds—the one for which I had 
got him a petmit—but it was ahnoa certainly not the oldest 
paxt cf Kish which lies un^r Miother moumd about a mile 
away. This second mound la covered with very andem plan; 
—^nves bricks and very andent pottery. Tin eemng per* 
mission for him to do some preliminary work th^... 

J^ji Naji gave a luncheon party in his garden lak Sunday 
to Sir Percy. In spite of its oemg Ramamian several of the 
MiniSlcis came—scarcely any of them arc &aing It was a 
vw charming little fan&on and Haji Naji’s.sorrow at parting 
with Sjr Percy goes to my heart. But fortuaatdy he has made 
great mends with Sir Henry. 

The hot weather has come in with a buiSt the last two days 
The entertamments to Sir Pteicy continue. Yesterday we had 
^ imnumsc tea party in a garden—Jt was given by the Indian 
Mert^tde coromimiiy. . . , To-day there’s a dinner of loo 
people ^ven by the avd community of Bagdad of whom Fm 
one. 1 m one of four who propose the health of Sir Percy 
Sir Henry, the A. V.M. and Cat Slater bebg the other three' 
How hdU liate our all talking about him. 

^ All this tin^ rather tears the heart Strings, you undcraand. 
It s very moving saying good-bye to Sir Pctlt. ... We had 
the ann^ cleSion of members of the Library Committee 
tks week. I came out top, Laft year 1 was third. They nev^ci 
eica any other European. That’s the sort of thing that makes 
It difficult to leave. 


BAcnAu, Ai^ ^h, 191J, 

This is I fear going to be a very scrappy letter for Fm 
rather overcome with deparmre. ,. . 

week Sit Percy left—^ very moving farewell... 
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a posktoa be bu made for himseEf here. I chink no 
Fn^ft^hman has inspued more confidence in the He 

hidsetf dccadfuUy unhappy at gobg—40 years service 
is DOC a thing one lays down casny. 


To F.B. 


HaiVA Miff lut, i^aj. 

. . - . Samuels [Sir Herbert Samnd was High Com- 
pussioner in PalcaiacJ were extaordinadJy lfi«d . Iscmie 
tnteieStcng talks with them and felt gicat flditiimfifm fof 
breadth of view and bone^. 



CHAPTER XXm 


BAGBAJ> 

SEPXEUBEH to jUKB [914 


ToF.B. Bao&ai}, tt, t9i|, 

Hcie*s aa inttrefdng expcrimcDi i I am going to pojt this 
to-moirow by the overland matt, Le. by cat to Damascus. 
Will you tell nK how man^ days ji is on the way, for if it 
proves a success I shall write to you weekly instead of fort- 
nighily, 

rm su&ting ftotn a violent cold in the bead which iVe 
caught from everybody else—there’s a plague of coi^. Mine 
bCj^ two days ago and to-day 1 hope to have nearly settled 
It by Slaying In all day. That seems absurd with the tempeta- 
ture at 100, but if 1 bad gone out at all 1 should i:iave had to 
dine with the King and sit under a punkah all the evening. So 
T made my eacusc and he has kindly put me oR dll Frituy, I 
was Sony nm to go to-day because 1 haven’t yet bad a teal 
good talk with him, other people being there when I d itu y l 
with him before. However it doesn^ matter much since 
things are going quite reasonably wcU. 

Captain Ckytoa came down ^m Mosul on Thursday, the 
day I posted my laa letter, with the xAmir Zaid. He and Mr. 
Thomson and 1 dined with Hafi Naji cm Friday. That was a 
very delightful occasion, an excellent dinner spread on his 
roof over which nodded the tops of the mulberry trees—such 
broiled fish and such a lamb roamed wimie and sudh figs from 
out boa’s garden 1 We dined about 7 and getting bac^ early, 
the other two spent the reft of me evening with me. I had h^ 
a dinner the night before, tlic Lloyds (he is Mr. Corn¬ 
wallis’s assjSant b the Interior and I like both him and bis 
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wife) Mr, Jaxdinc (tom Mosul. Assiftam Inspcaor. and a 
fijce man called Mackay in the A,P.O.C. I enjoy scemir them 
all again, * 

On Saturday I rode out to see the Arab Army play polo. 
Mr. Thomson pbys with them and all their British offiint • 
they are gc^ quite good. But it’s sad to ride out over that 
great ^etch of desert which had been converted first by out 
ariTiy into a wonderful farm and was then taken over by the 
King, The floods of hst spring have sent it back to desert* the 
c^ds are blotted out, the ittigation channels M filled in and 
the young trees which the King planted in hundreds, ail 
killed or uprooted. And all the desert which was underwater 
is homd to tide on, covered with a cracked mud surface and 
full of holes, 

IVe had a fearful brawl in ray bousehold-^ot the fitult of 
my household fortunately. You retneraber Mr. Thomson dis- 
musscd iw gardener, Mizhii, and installed a brother in his 
place. When 1 c a rn c back hlhthtr turned up at once ctpc&ing 
to be tdnftatcd. I refused and finding him a day or two ago 
making claims to draw water at my pipe I forbade him to 
wme mto my garden. Yesterday whUc I was at the office and 
Zaya and the new gardener, Jaji Alarauq, were out beinc 
inoculated for cholera (doubly inoculated to show ‘bonne 
voJomi’)didMizhirand two other broihera come in and 
ihn All, my mejftiimble cook, over the bead. Haji Ali quite 
^htly hauled Mizhir off to the police ^rion next door md 1 
who was lunching at home because of the cold in my head 
telephoned to a British Inspector. .And then I heard shouting 
and screaming in the Street and behold there was Mizhir 1 « 
oirt and one of his btochers Struggling in the ;imnt of some 
privates of the Levies with the evident intention of renewing 
thar proceedings with me ot any other viaim. So I had the 
pobcc up at once and dapped all three into the police Station. 
So I ho^ that's happily conduded. 

Fve been spending such part of the day as was not taken up 
in telephonic communication with the police in wtirine an 
aitidc about the fur the Round Table, Thev don't want 
it in till the cod of Odober however, so I s b s i li iiave to let it 
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tie for a btr dU 1 can tell of the tesuJt of the cto^Dns and see 
how the prcliininaiy negotiations with die Turks arc going- 

Sfpt^ II. 

Tm better and liavc come into office—now I muSt go to die 
Minister of JuaLoe lo discuss die law with hit. Drawer, 


To ILB- BacnAn, Stpi. 17, ijif, 

Ids been rather hot since I wtote> temp, op to 110 daily 
and the heavy mugeiness which we generally get in September, 
However, it’s rteeaed to Hpw the dates wmeh are very late 
this year and Still banging quite unripe on the trees. I love to 
see them, it’s the nicest pm of dates, the great yellcjw crown 
of bunches, and as £it as I’m concerncti they may remain 
unripe as long as they please. 

Irs been very roachmg the welcome Tve had &om the big 
tribal people, Sevetai of them have come in from as ikr as 
Diwaniyah on purpose ii> sec me and I don’t rbfnlc one could 
miiJakc the ^ that they’re gbd of my return. I feel mrhet 
ashamed of the immense confidence they place in one when 1 
consider how tittle of us can do le^ly. They truSt us as 
they never tmS their own people and they think we have 
behind us the concentmted force of Great Eritain cndiely at 
our disposal, in any matter conneded with the Iraq.,.. 


ijri. ipi,. 

I’m again going to write by the overland mail. . ,, 

The Waring and Giliow mmiture has come—it’s rather 
lighter b buird than I otpefied and some of out Iraqis arc 
weight' people. , , , 

On Mcuiday there was a dinner party at the Palace in 
h^ur of Sit Henry’s accession to the High Commissioner- 
ship. I sat by 2 aid who next motning sent me two guinea pigs 
M a twesent—I ftlt as if I had retired into my remotest child¬ 
hood as I in^alled them in a cage in my gard^ . *, And ka 
m'ght, we spent a delicious cvenmg, Saiyid Hashim, the 
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N«^ib*s wn, iflv'itttt Mr. Thomson, Ken and me to dine in tl»c 
Tufjtiuniph /prdea—awa^ towards the Diala, It was a full 
moon and we loved mototing down and arriving in the pcace- 
M coolness of the garden. We dined on the toof with the 
fimous eucalyptus trees towering over us, and the sweet 
si1m« broken only by the gentle ripple of talk.... 

Were havmg gitat deaJings with the AtiniStry of Pious 
Beque^ in the matter of our library. lt*s fina nces ace in a bad 
way and 1 c^»t p on Sniggling to get monev for it, so we’^'e 
conceived the idea of offering oursdTca bodilr to Auqaf and 
are now in negotiation with the Miniftcr who favours the 
si^ge^on. We discussed it ai length at a Contmittec mcetine 
yeSt^y, after which I went toimd to call on Mina Abdud a 
trcaltlw Qiriftian lady. And there dropped in an old 
of high ^nte who is a member of the central denial com- 
^ttce. With him came the Direaor of Health, and then Ja&r 
Pa^a, :md w’c sat gossiping till it was time for me to go away. 

You Imow I do enjoy myself liere. 1 like being in the mtddlf 
of ^ Arab world and on the teims Pm on with it, but I 
conf^ even nowlhavc moments of amazement at fin^linp how 
much we m tn the middle of it—for in^ance w hm I look^ 
round Sheikh All’s luncheon table at all those mrhan-tnurbans 
on cither side of me 1 


To H.B. ud F.B. Bachao. Oa, ut, 

All the R’ton doings sound very pleasant, it*s curious to 
nave been p lately part of them and now to be so rapt anain 
^ , Iraq. But 1 am immensely happv here, there's 

no doubt of it,.. My work in the office grows more intetc^' 
mg—got all the tribal que^ions into my hanrl^ now... , 
J.M. IS full of his furnishings and decorations and 1 send 
y^ separately a drawing of a hit of the King's throne for 
which wc want a bit of fiamped leather. Would you be so 
very angelic Father or Mother, to order it for me ? 

1 m so very rorry to sec the death of Aubter in the tele- 

I feaied he was spinning a bad cotton when 1 saw him 
uiLionaon. 
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Oti, 

We had a terrific orgv la® night I The dumex crcellcntj 
^{a£^e having supplied her be® saiiocs and afterwards wc 
^fed a prepoflbetous game of cards invenred by Capt. 
Qayton with pi®achios for counters. Ken ComwaHia kept 
the score and so well that at the end everyone was proved to 
have won. Unfoitunatciy no one could pocket hts winnings 
as there was no one to pay, so wc ate the pi®achios and 
separated in peace. 

The temp, is rapidly fitUlng—it^s been down to a maximum 
of 9)r, very plcasnt. 


To fLBi Baouadi, OobJw 

^ My axucle for the Round Table has also been approved by 
Sir Henry so it goes to Sir Percy by t^ mail, Ii*s rather 
lifeless,! think, but at any rate it puts our and it’s a very 
encouraging ftoiy. On Friday I had a perfeiriy charming 
dinner with the Prime Miniver cn fomilie. The Minifter of 
Juaioc and his wife were also there. Aii the women are Turks 
of C’ple, They scarcely talk Arabic—Muhsin’s wife talks none 
but nis siSter-in-iaw and her pretty daughter have Jeamt some. 
N.*s wife was very prettily lircss^ in a blue cr%]c dc chine 
gown. It was very agn^ic and firicndly. . . . 

J had to work 8 solid hours that day on a despatch Sir 
Henry had asked me to draft for him no less than a comptC' 
hei^ve aatanenr of the whole Iran case for the ftonricr nego¬ 
tiations. I was very glad H.E. asVed me to do it and h in- 
tere^ed me immensely. Moreover he is pleased with it. It 
wiD now have to be shown to the K ing and die P AI. 

I’ve been spending mo® of the morning at the Itiniftry of 
Works where we arc itatring—what do you think? the 
Iraq Museum I It will be a moo^ beginning, ^t it is a begin¬ 
ning. ... 

To tLB. ^ 

The Naqib, the la® time 1 saw him, expressed the hope that 
you had observed in what superior Arabic his letter was 
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wiitren. Few, he said, would have produced one like it* 1 
replied that ! had calltsd your attention to the foa. There was 
a giori-oLis stormj smtsrt and tlic tallest rainbow Ftc cvti stefi, 
It went o^n hiog after the sun was below the horiron. lifting 
itself higher ^ higher above the eanh til] it nearly touched 
toe icnith* Light rains now are very bcncfiocoL Tltc weather 
has become delightful, a temperature mdy above 85 and cold 

My household is in a gipit Jig about the King's coming to 
dinner and Mace has t^ulckly made a complete new set of 
lovely shades for the dearie lights 1.., It has h«^ to tain^ 
It has been showery for the lah two days. It's nice and early 
for rain; all the d«crt tnbes will go out to pasture and keep 
quiet. , * . 


flAcoiD, ffi, Tp*3. 

1 seem to have been socially very busy. On Fiidav morning 
we had the formal inaugumtion of the Amedcan 'School 
Archaeology. There’s no concrete school as yet bratise 
there's no money and no Direflor and no nothing. But 1 made 
the acquaintance of a charming man. Dr, Hewett, head of the 
Ameiican school in hfexteo. He and his wife came to sec me 
in the evening..,, On Sunday, the weather being heavenly, I 
got on to a ^ny ai 10 o^clock and rode off to Fakhamah, 10 
miles abos^ Bagdad to sec an old firiend of mine, Faiq Eff, ^He 
greeted me wliB open amts and insisted on giving me lunch i 
very it w’as, a ragout, sour curds andburghul, a sort of 
^hed wheat, ^'bile it was bebg prepared we walked in his 
dale gardens and he told me of his tiecent journeys to SvJM to 
see a boy of his who wag at the American College at Bcjtoue 
and has now gone to England to Study. I’ve written to Profes- 
sof Denison Ross ^^hom him. , , , 

Did J tell you that Rishan has been missing for nearly a 
fortnight ? He turned up t€)-day, very thin and very explana¬ 
tory. But he doesn't say where he has been. 
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Baodao. Nw. 19131 


Oo Sunday I had Ken to dinner to meet Dr, and Nte. 
Hewett* He 5 head of the American school in Mexico and 
told us tnoSl inteDr^ing things about Ameiican archaioiogy 
and anthiojpology. J expert you know—I didn’t—that wluie 
they have all the ancient bea^ they haven’t andcat man. He 
<hdn*t devdop there and Aiz^ica was peopled from Asia via 
Behring Straits at quite a compacttivcEy late period. 

The Hewetts have now gitne to Mosul. Thqr*ie channiug 
people, both of them. When they come back Tra going to take 
her to see an Arab family, She las never been in the bc- 
fote and is dceplv intere^ed in cveirthing. 

Thank you bwn a thousand times for your kind shoppings 
and writings. In reply to Mother, Tm afeud the brocade wUl 
he too expensive but I long for the patterns to a rri ve . 


BaoDAO, Nv, tilt, 

The Hewetts left. He wants me to come a nd lofture in 
Amcoca, bur t shall not j think of the ocwspapci [nter-' 
views 1 , . . 

Sir Henry is in Basrah, meeting Udy Dobbs; Tm looking 
foi^d very much to her coming. It will be very amusing 
to have someone so alert and intelligcaL 

Major Maclean tells us there’s a new race game which 
everyone m London is playing. That would be the vciy thing 
whm 1 have Sticky dinner parties with people who don't play 
Bridge. Would you be very kind and send me this apparatus 
if It s not expensive. ... 


lori-U, Bagdad. iV#. 29X*, 191J* 

My chief news is the arrival of Lady Dobbs. We all went to 
t^c them at the Nation on Friday and found that Sahib 
bad spontaneously arranged an elegant ceception, carpets on 
the ground and a poUcc guard, the King’s chief A.D.C and 
all toe officials. Poor Lady Dobbs was rarher lakca aback 
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She hiw with her a litde cousin. Miss Mi I let, rcry bnght-^yed 
and ^ert; she is Jeaming Arabic for all she is wrorttL The 
tticcting over I humed home—it was a pja. and found the 
magnates of the wilderness waiting in my garden by appoint¬ 
ment—I had ananged to photo^ph them. Audah Abu Tax 
Kuii al S ha l an who is Bey^s opposite nuinber in 

Damascus—head of the weSlecn—and iUi Sulaiman of the 
Didaim, our Dulatm of the Euphrates, 

I shall now photographing for I have done my master¬ 
piece with Audah and I shall not be sfole to approach ic. I’ll 
send you a rapy next week—^ir*s a magnificent engavisg. 
But then he's a fine subject, the old eagle. 

On Saturday afternoon we all went to the races, H.M. and 
Their Ess, It was Lady Dobbs' inctodufBon to our w’otld and 
she was much entertamed. l^dy D, is an angel to me. 

W^e were all rather beaming on Saturday because the robifiet 
bad been finally settled quite sadsfafborily. . ,. Thbgs 
arc going almoiS incredibly w^... 

To H. 0 , XSer., 6 t 6 

I was having tea with H.M., it was the loveliest oriental 
scene. He was sitting in hb j^den near a fountain in foil Arab 
dress, the white and gold or the Mecca princes. And by hitrij 
sitting on the Stone lip of the fountain, were tlircc of the great 
diicfo of the desert. -,. Every where round thrm^ tossed over 
the fountain edge;, tying in swathes in the garden beds, gold 
and orange marigolds—waves and waves of them, with the 
W’hitc and yellow of chiysandiemums above them, echoing 
the King’s white and gold. And the low sun sending long soft 
beams between the willow bitches and the palms, brushing the 
gold and the orange the white and yellow into a brighter 
glow. Such a talk we bad, too, of the desert and its secular 
fttife. . . . 


To RB. Bacdadi, Dtt, it/A i?tj- 

I've made a new fttend, the Direffor of Operadona at the 
W.O. General Burnett Stuart, who has been out to have a 
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look at us. I sat by him at dinncf at the Air Marslul'a on 
Thursday wd told him tilings a Gonerat ought to know—all 
through timoex from begioning to end«.. , 

The new raiJwA]^ crosses Eu^nttes fay the Barraya and runs 
through the lovely gardens that gird ICarbaLu We got in about 
coon, g^nous ■weather and an cmbusiaitic rtcepnon* 1 scud 
you a pi&i^ of HJil. alter he Iiad cut the rihfaons across the 
track, waiting fot the trains to ftcatn into the ftatioos. Next to 
him is Sir Henry, then Cdl. Talnsh, Direfbor of Railways, then 
H^M.'s chief AJD.C. then me. The Jra<} flag flies fmm the 
cagioe. Then we went under a teni awning, g&ily embroidered 
with carpets spread beneath, where the King rtcdvcd all the 
notables and sheikhs—he did it with a charming grace. So 
we sat ttown in row^, I bctw’ccn H.E, and the Mumsacrif on 
H.hl's lighc hand and all the sheikhs in their brown robes and 
the turbaned gtatlcmen in their black and white; and a 
pinched, black''vi5agcd Shiah gor up and made a speech about 
the hope of Arab union rc^ng in the King and his family. 
Next a boy scour read a poem in honour of the King and ai 
the end coupled “ Long live the King ” wkh “ Longlive the 
High Conunisstoner.* And after another poem from a 
school boy, H.M. up with a hne icply in fhantfg^ his bc^t 
manner, ending with a great phrase in which he expressed 
hiS assura^ of success “ because we walk hand in hand with 
the mightier Pow'cr in the wodd,** 


lo ri4», Bjigdao, Diif. 

[They go for a shooting party.J 

We oollefred beaters in the little villi^e at bridge head and 
down the right bank of the ann of the Euphrates 
^cd Abu Shorah for j hours. It was glorious. The sun crew 
hotter and hotter as we walked rhrough the ptmlar thickets 
tamari sk scrub and thorns where the partridge 
he. We got j j brace to three guns—Rasim is nothum of a 
Jot and that day didn't hit a bird. At the bit we rduSantly 
decided tlwt we tnu^ turn back, crossed the river and shot a 
gorgeous island, at the end of which the birds rose in great 





LETTERS OF GERTRUDE BELL 


1923 


CCVCT3. Unfommatdy we lud negleded to tak« any food with 
as, so having shot j hoiiis down W shot 5 hotus up and were 
tadier hungry and thlrit)’ before we got back to rhe Not 
that it mattered; we had had such ttemendous fun that nothing 
mattered. Also Mr, Yapp deserves a teStimonia], for he had 
made me such a dne pair of boots, lacing up to the kaees, that 
though, as a lute, my skin comes od if y6u so much as took 
at it, after 6 hours of hard walking I wasn’t cvets rubbed. My 
co^ume, I muSt tell you, w'as a moSr successful creation— 
brown boots up to the knees and a brown tweed tunic down 
to therm We got back to Babylon an hour after sunset, 
washed, dined and went to bed. Tlie 'Whole 6 days we were 
diere 'we nevet saw Babylon by daylight. We were oft an hour 
before sunrise—aided by a fidl moon, and home after night- 
foil. 

We shot for another hour after lunch and then motored 
home. It was a good Xmas Day spent with friends. 

Altogether 1 think no more dehghtful expedition has ever 
been made in 

Now everyone but me has gone to a fancy dress ball and 
Tm ending the year by writing to you. 

1 mufit tell you a carious problem that arosc^—I hope you'll 
think I decided rightly. To-morrow Sir Hear)' gives an 
oftkial dinner to die King, Cabinet and Advisors, a male 
dinner. He told me about it before I went to Babylon and 1 
made no conunent except approval. When I came back I 
found an inviration to mvscif and ! went to him and asked 
him, as man to man, whether he wanted me to come. He said 
“ yes of course if you won't fed smothered,” I said I thought, 
as a h^b ofBda! in bis office, I was sexless and that I ought 10 
come and would. Sir Percy, on these occasions Qevees and so 
on) ^ways treated me simply as an ofBcial and 1 don’t chink 
there's any other way. So I’m going. 

jas. j, 1524, 

1 spent New Year’s Day from 10 a.m. to 5 p.ra. receiving 
visitors. It was fotiguing but I felt rewarded wnen one of my 
guests observed with satisfaftion the habits of the Khatun 
are like ours—she sits at home on the Id to receive congiatu* 
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ladom.” Tlic dinucf party at the R^idency \ns a very smal) 
aHaix. I wore my beSt gown, our diamond tiaia, Mothetf and 
all tny orders. Don’t wish me back too much, 1lE= is being so 
tntcre^g. 


To Jst^, 1914^ 

.... I don’t think I quite agree as to the possibility of submerging 
dvilkation, Wc’tc too sc^-consdous, too analytical and weVe 
got too many means of exposing our Tiews. V 5 Vvc broad¬ 
casted dvilization in a w'ay the Romans couldn’t—[ rhink it 
has sown too many seeds. Nevertheless your letter was very 
intere^g. Tm not the least sony that Labour should come 
in. Thejrll learn that it’s not an easy thing to govern a large 
empire and they’ll learn, 1 hope, tut they don't Imow tne 
nature of team work and that govt, as far as the individual 
is concerned is always a compromise. No one permanently 
has things exacUy his own way of thinking escept the dic¬ 
tator or the tyrant, who is ’ cx-bypotfaesi ’ exduded. But is he ? 

To H3, Bagdad, /«i. 

.... 1 am planning on tnv way down to Ur a two days’ jaunt 
by myself in the desert, i hope the scheme will come off, I 
want to foci savage and mdependent again for two days in¬ 
stead of being a Sooretaiy in a High Commissionef’s Office. 

Mr. Woolley at Ur has been making wonderful finds and 
has urntten urgenrly to me to go down. So Fm going next 
Sunday, takii^ Kish en route—^And Tve a great scheme for 
visiting some mounds t his side of Nasiriyah which 1 hope will 
come off 


To H,B. Bagdad, Jm, and, tjtf. 

ni tell you the human details of my tour eff impc&ion. 1 
left Bagdad on Sunday i jth with J. M, Wilson and we went 
by train to Hillah. It was grey stoimy weatiier and there had 
been rain in the oighr. Wc arrived at Hillah about a pjn, 
and found a taxi to take us the 12 into the desen to Kish. 
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We began oof advttotmej by falling into tbe fii€! c an a l , 
outside the lailwiy station—at leaSt our front wbccl was well 
over tiic narrow bridge. However, T called up support from 
the ' Qarinn and wc pushed tire car over* As wc went on it 
behaved in a frshioa madder and madder. Finally wbco the 
car in the open plain, began to spin rotiad like a teetotum 
JJM, declared that he would not risk his predous life any 
longet. On exanunarion it was proTcd that the sole conn^- 
tion between the steerage and me front wheels was a wire 
wluch had snapped; I wandered off to look for help. Sure 
enough I found a boy walking from HUlah to fCish. bade 
him go back to Hiilah, tell the Administration Advisor or 
the Mutasarrif to send us a relief car, gave 1 ^ an eye gia» 
case to serve as an identification badge and relies'cd him of his 
doak and keidiief full of poiuegranates which he utis catry* 
ing so that he might tun miickcr. He set off at a faft trot and 
I icfumcd to j'hL We waJked for an hour and a half through 
piin and mud, to Kish whctc we were welcomed by Professor 
Langdon and hfr. Macfcay. No car subsequently turned up 
and consequently no baggage. We spent the rime t^oce 
dinner iti looking at their wonderful finds, and after dinner 
in discussing ancient Babylon sites with Piofrssor Lnngdon. 
And then w went to l«d in tents and slept soundly-^t 

lca 5 t 1 did anvway. ^ 

Noti mofiung there was a thick white mifl which gradually 
cleared into bright sunshine. The boy turned up and said the 
Mutasarrif would send out no car until he heard further from 
me and he reclaimed his doak and pomegranates, Accord- 
mgly I despatched another boy with a letter. Wc sp^ | 
hmm walking over the site and examining the excavations. 
When wc got back to the tents at ii o‘dock ih«e was no car, 
so 1 climbed to the top of the rigunat, hailed in 4 horsemen 
find ictjuisitioned their hotscs^ ort two of which ^ 

frtfuinipd and prepared to ride into Hillah. But wc hadn t gone 
ten minutes when we espied rwo cars, in one of which was 
the baggage. J.M- had by this time missed his train to Bag¬ 
dad. but I had rime to catch mine; so I jumped Into the car 
and amv^ without aeddent at Hillab. 
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Next I'liaiJay iftii, my cum^c was slipped ar Khldlir 
scstdoQ befoitie dawn. Aftea an euiy breakfsA I went dc>wn 
to the hver, crossed in a ferry co Khidbr village and presented 
mpeff at the house of the Mudir, who provided roe with a 
horse and escort to ride to Waxka, which is Eroch, the great 
BabylcMuan capital of the South. When we rcachccJ the 
mound we found (juanthics of pe^lc digging and rounded 
them up. They all screamed and ciira when saw me, but 
1 gave them the salute and they were comfoned. I said 
" Have you any anticas ? ” “ No,'* tiwy answeted, “ by 
God no.’* I observed, “ What are those spades and picks 
for ? Ill give you backsheesh for anything you have.” At 
that a du^ came over the scene and one after another 
fumbled in ms btcaft and produced a cylinder or a seal which 1 
bought for the museum a: a few annas. The pccmle came ftom 
a tii^ village, Hasyah, about a mile away and I sent them oS 
to hiiog all that was there whik 1 examined the mounds. They 
return^ while 1 u'as lunching on the zigurrat and 1 bought a 
quantity of tern cottas. I rode to the village and then back 
to JCliidhr and back to my carriage. 

In the niglu I was caiiied down to Ur junftioa where I 
amved at dawn on Thursday and walked out to Ur mound 
in the biner cold of the early morning, to meet hit. V&'bolley 
juit coming back ftom the excavations to bicakftu^—a meal 
of which I partook heartily* 

Wc spent the tnotning looking at their finds and at die ex- 
cavadons and the aftemoon examining the Tall ai Ubaid site 
which gave me the greater sensation, I thmk, which in arc^ 
ology I have ever experienced. 

I left Or on Friday night, got to Bagdad on Saturday after^ 
noon and spem the whole evening up to i a.m. in writing my 
report 

On Sunday J. M. took me to the Ministry, where Id^tosiccd 
all that I had Brought in the Museum. 

Then I went to the house of Madame Faaha to 

attend a meeting of a women’s club which Is ju^ comLng into 
being. I am wholly in favour of it—it’s the fikt Step in female 
cnuncipation here. 
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Lionel Stnith came to dinner to pom out his woes and be 
comforted b7 my talcs of i^hat happened to mankind 6,000 
years ago. When you see tkeir immeiisely old things your 
own ttDubles don*r seem to matter. 

Wc'rc longing to know who is to he S. of S, But already I 
hnd myself wnting to him shadow-cast-bcforc reports and 
despatches quite didermt &om those f used to wntc to flis 
Grace. It is curious—one mscnsilily hnds oneself wantldg 
to bring out diHeient points, better ones often. 1 believe I 
shall feel at home with a Labour Govemment, I have w'litteit 
quite a good despatch to-day about Anglo-French rclarions; 
I do hope Sir Henry will approve of it. 


To H.B. FfLC/ji, 1914. 

This time Motber^s letter has missed and I have yours of 
Jan. zz. Very interesting about the rlv strike; 1 long to hear 
whai you think of the scttlcnjent. Also a delightfiiT analysis 
of your children, only the second dung that 1 am 1 can*t read, 
so I remain only an ImpcriaEft. Wdl, if 1 am, I contend that 
it*5 in the be^ sense for Tve diiefted all my cdoits to detach¬ 
ing a large kingdom—-for the good of the Empire I Anyhow, 
you’re sorely tried, to be sure, but rra glad you’re fond of us. 

On Sunday 1 spent the morning at my museum editing the 
labels. This sort of thing : 1 pick up a litdc marble fragment 
of a horse’s neck and mane and find it labelled thus: “ This 
is a portion of a man’s shoulder, marbli; objed.” 

** But,” say I “ does a man grow a mane tm bis shoulder ?” 
” True, by God,” murmurs the Cbalabi. 

I forget what day it was that I was overtaken by an idea, 
but it came about this way. Col. Tainsh, Dtredor of Rlys, 
came one morning to ask me who could ^>sstbly write a litrie 
account of all the places of inteie^ you could get to by his 
railway's—in view of the touriSs who will come by car from 
Damascus, you underhand. So I said 1 could, which was what 
he wanted. And thinking over It. I said (to myself) damn it 
all t Why shouldn’t 1 write Murray’s Guide for the Iraq. I 
began it diat day, but I haven’t so m gone on, except to write 
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to John Murray about it* lt.*s a gootl idea but Vm now raihcr 
taLcn aback to think of the amount of wittng and writing 
that it will mean. What do ^ou think ? 

Oh dear, 1 wish I weren't so cold. 


To tI*B. F*^. urir 1914* 

On Tuesdajr afternoon I pursued my cxploraiion^ round 
Kadhlmain, This time 1 was looking for a house described by 
Hctzfcld with an Assyrian ^tuc on its coo£ I found the house, 
Standing outside the rown^ but nothing on the roof But as 1 
rode round it I espied half an elephant planted on the top of 
the couitysud waif over the door, ft's unusual to see halt an 
elephant Standing on a waii — it may be a hippopotamus; I 
don’t think I can distinguish between the binnejuarters of an 
elephant and a hippopotamus except by the sbe and this one 
wrasonjy 3 feet high-^ I rode into the court and asked who 
lived there. It was a very tumbledown place and the pro¬ 
prietor, or rather caretaker, was to match; but when he 
appeared he greeted me with joy and announced that he had 
been the servant of Miss Chcesman and bad often seen me 
before. He evidendy thought that I had come to ask If I 
could do anything for him, I asked if there were an idol in the 
house. “ Oh, yes,” he said, and taking me into the inner court, 
lifted up a mot, and there was the Assyrian Statue. It's very 
louglily blocked out but so Uke a ^atue of Semiramis that 
was found at Asstir that Heizfold thinks it may be no other 
than she. It is said to have been brought from Babylon. Only 
tlie upper part remains, down to about the wai£t. It seems to 
have ixrbb^ luJr i Sir Henry says it muit be Semiramis as a 
Sapper. But I mt/jf have it for my museum. This may be easy 
for the house belonged to the kte Sir Itjbal al EJaulah, a Bridsn 
subj eft; and I understand that we administer his property. 

(I shall liavc the elephant; it was brought aom India So 
years ago by Sir Iqbal). 

I rode home by the river through the gardens of fCadhi- 
main, over the g^und on which Sood the palace of Harm 
al Rashid, bur 1 wasn't thinking so much of Kim as of the fad 
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that spring hod oome (Haji Naji sent me apticoi flowen 
laffc week) the grass crowing so bcautifuLly gieen along the 
water channels and the buds sbowtng on the pomegranate. 
And this naruEilly made me want to grow and open too, 
things aJmoSl impossible to do in an office. 

So that evening, I being at dinner with the Iving—the patty 
Kct and me, the Joyces and Col. Vmcicnr and Y^n feba— 
Zaid btgan aiiangin^ to go out shooting tomotrow, I said 1 
would come too. We to in the attemoon by car to a place 
Baqaba where Zaid sends out tents, shoot the evening 
flight of ducks and the morning flight at dawn next day, anS 
then anything we can get ah day long and the evening flight 
at night; sleep in nee tents again and motor bock at dawn. 
E)ocsn'e it sound nice. 

It's rather waimei today. When I came in at 4 iirom the 
office I found Made sitting in the garden looking like a female 
Sc. Jerome, with a ncemc for a book, a slughi dog for a 
lion and a tame ted-Icgged partridge standing solemnly beside 
her instead of a quait 

To FLB. BAcntD, Fti. roli, 19*4, 

On Sat. I had a hard day in the office—B.^o to 6 as hard as 
I could go. Bur you know. Father, I really am glad Tm not 
one of die unemployed. I can hold up my head and tell 
people that 1 do an 8-9 houra’ day. That's whai I have been 
doing these dara—there has been a fearful amount of work. 

Unfommaiely, as soon as 1 got out of the stin^ tiie cold 
came back, I Stayed in all Sunday and did a lot of work- . . . 
A very cheerful evening only I felt rather ill,... 

However, Monday was trie tky for writing the rgsorr to 
the Sec. of State, so 1 had to be early and late in the office- -. - 
Yesterday again them was a terrific rush at riie office. 

Today I felt really ill—I’m better rHfft evening so don't be 
anxious. I spent the morning at the office writing eloquent 
memos and came home after lunch to write to you. Now Tve 

got to draft befbn: dinner H.E,'s despatch to General- 

Goodbye, I lead a life almoa as Ml as yours and I can’t say 
better th^ that. 
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To H-B Bagdad, Ttkntaiy x^tk, 1514. 

The scQsauon of the veek is the eic^ons, die lesuits of 
which 3ie coming out daily. Bagdad was dedor^ on Monday. 
On the whole very good and such other reports as arc in are 
good too. , , , 

1 wem with jny tninistcr to see the Bagdad orphanage. 
It's a very touching pbcc, ® j bop firotn 6 to about 14 whom 
thcy^vc picked up in the ^ttc«3. And there they all ate, dressed 
as boy scouts, dean and tidy and being taught. The subsedp- 
don liSs ate really wondcifiil, 

Not money only U given—a of dee, a plate of cokes, 

people give what they can. And it% the BiA time it Iras ever 
occurred to any one in Bagdad to support a public insdtution 
of this kind and not to cxpcA that dun entity, the Govt., to 
do h fbt him. The? made a tremendous hiss about our 
coming, of course. 

There were pertnrhations about my Sunday dinner party. 
I had asked a periefliy charming French tmvcllcr, Lauien't- 
Vibert, a Lyonnais. He is going to translate Anmrath into 
French—so be says. 


To FB. Bacoad, Ptk* iS/i, 1904. 

Would you be so obliging as to buy me a sun helmet. lt*s 
not as easy as you think b^usc Tin very fiissy about them. 
I scarcely fed the sun and only use a helmet for riding and I 
like It cxoeptionfllly small and light. Pve now found the 
place to go for it, Woodrow, 46 Piccadilly. It*s to be coveted 
with oeam-oedouted tussore—bare drill. ,,,, 

My guitk book is being so eitdting. The part I shall not 
like is writing the introduodon about the coinage being rupees 
and annas, and that kind of thing. However I haven^ got to 
chat yet. 

Confidential. 

-Oa. 

is what Sir Henry has written to the Co). Office about 
me in his annual report on his officers t 
It is difficult to wntc of hiiss BcU*s services both to the 
British and Itatj Govts, wiihoist to exaggerate. 
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Her remarkable knowledge of this country and it£ people 
and h« sj-mpaihr uitb them enable her to penetrate into 
(heir minds, while her incEtingtoibable Guth prevents her 
from being discounged hr wbat she sometimes Imds tltere. 
Her long acquaintance witn the tribes and shdkhs makes her 
advice in the recurring crises in tdbal affiiiis invaluable and 
her vitality and width of culture make her house a focus of 
all that is he£t worth having in both European and Arab 
society in Bagdad. She is in fa£l a conne^ing link between the 
Biidsh and Arab faces without which tbcrc would be dis¬ 
location both of public business and of private ameniiscs. 


To H.B. Bagimu, Manb 1514- 

Oh dear, Fve been so busy that I haven't written any 
Jecters and to-morrow b the mail. On Friday after lunch 
j. M* Wilson and I cook the so-called espresB and went to Ur 
to do the divbion. We arrived at j.io a.tn, on Sat. and Zaya 
having omitted to wake me, 1 had a bare half hour to get up 
and pack my bed and things. So I jumped up and put on my 
clothes, nether washed not did my habi and J.M. and I, ’wim 
old Abdul Qadir, ray curator walked out to Ur in the Still 
dawn. It’s about a mile. We arrived before sunrise, found no 
one up and went off to the Ziguirat to see the uncovered stair. 
It's amaaing and uncxpc&cd, a triple stair kid again^ the 
Ziguriat with blocks of masonry between the stairways. 
It’s latest Babylonian—Nabomdus; after Nebuchadnezzar— 
and must cover an Ur 30! dynasty Stair of which as yet we 
know nothing. We climbed up it to the top and watched the 
sun rise over the desert which u'as green ^ddi grass and 
covered with flocks and tents. By ms time the workmen 
began to arrive, saluring us as Pasha (I'm going up in rank); 
and next Mr. Woolley, so wc marvelled at the ^Stair and all the 
rc^ and I went back to the house to Tt^osh, sumittarUy and do 
my hair. By 8.tj when breakia^t w*as ready 1 felt rathei as if 
I had been up since the creation of the world* or at leaS since 
tltc time of Nabonidus. However that wasn’t what we had 
to think about. Before 9 wc Parted the division (it began by 
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cny wioniag the gold ficanb on the toss of a rupee) and we 
carried on tiil ti.fo, when I struck, ]t'$ a dijficnjt and tuther 
agonioing job, fou know* Wc sar with our catalogues and 
ticked the things off. But the really agonizing part was after 
lunch when I W to tcIJ them that I tnuSl take the tnilklM 
scene. I can't do otherwise. It's imJt|ue and it dep[& the Ure 
of the coonity at an immensely early date. In my capacity as 
Director of Antiquities I*m an Iraqi oSidal and bound by the 
terms on which wc wtc the permit for excavation. 
backed me but it broke Mr. wooUep's heart, though he cs* 
pefted the decision, Tve written to Sir F, Kaiyon explaining. 

4 W * * 

I took very little of the bronze; we can't preserpe it pro- 
ptriy, and I gave them their choice with the door po^ stones. 

#■ ■■ P P 

By this time it was i P.m, J.M., poor dear, retired to bed 
with fever, and Mr. wooUey and t, undaunted, went on 
alone. We ftnished after f p.m. and I went to tea feeling so 
broken that all J could do afterwards was to phy Parienoc 
with Mt. Newton till 7 when 1 left to catdi my train.... 

On Sunday 1 spent the whole day in the crain writing the 
guide book to Bagdad, which 1 ftnished. 1 wrote it foolscap 
^ges and then for the ]a.ft a hours buried myself in a novel. 
We got in ac 6.if, only hours late. 

On Monday 1 had to write the fortnightly report for the 
Sec. of State which took ftom S.i j dll 5. So that was that. 

I had a dinner party m the evening to meet a hlrs. Harrison, 
an American traveller and w*riter and an cxocptlonally brilMant 
woman. 

[The following extraft from a long artide written by 
Mrs. Marguerite Harrison in the Netff York TimSt 
shows, on the other hand, the Lmpfcsalon made on her 
by Genrude, 

When I was firSt in Bagdad in 1915 I had the privi¬ 
lege of seeing Gertrude Bdl on many occasions and of 
having several long talks with her. The fir^ time 1 met 
her was by appoinnneat at her oftice in tlic Adminlaia- 
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tion blading of the High Commi&sioa nezr the Biitish 
Rcfiidenqr—across the Tigris from the pieseoi Qtjr 
of Bagdjtd. > t i 

“After waiting for a fc^' tooiaciits 1 ushered 
into a small room with a high raiUog and long French 
windows faemg the river. It was the unTidtejS room 
I had ever seen, chairs, tables and so£ia bci^ litte^ 
with docutnenrs, mxp^t pamphlets smd papers in English, 
French and Arabic. At a desk piled high with oocb* 
rrtenis that had overflowed on to the carnet sat a slender 
woman in a smart sports &ock of knitted sUk, pale tan In 
colour. As she rose I noticed that her dgure w« 
willowy and graceful Her delicate oval face with its 
Ann mouth and chin and stttl^blue eyes and with its 
aureole of soft grey hair, was the face of a * grande dame.* 
There was nothing of the weather-beaten haixlcti^ 
explorer in her looks or beating. * Pans ftock, Mayflur 
manners,” And this was the woman who had made 
Sheikhs tremble at tbe tivought of the i^iglcx I 

“ Her smile was completciy disarming as was the 
gc^ure with which she swept all the papers ftom the 
sofa to tbe floor to make room for me. > • .”] 


To fl.B, BAonan, Aiimi ixih, 1914. 

_Saturday the i jth was the aimiversa^ of the Nabdhah. 

the Arab Awaitening, i.c. of thcii joining in the war in i^tA, 
arid the ceremonies feted for It wck (a) a review of Iratj 
troops^ (b) the laying of the foundation ^tone of the central 
building of the University of A1 al Bah, fc) the opening of rhe 
Divinity S^ooi of that University, Faisu having laid the firit 
brick two years ago, 

Mr. Cooke da^cd in on Thursday evening ^d asked me 
to write the leader for tbe papers about it. So 1 jumped np at 
j. jo a jn. on Friday and complied. It was veiy imTOftant to 
get tbe right note. The funaioas were wonoerfuf j for the 
time 1 felt that we really had wakened up and become a 
Qarion. The review was at 9 on the Arab polo ground. Ken 
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and I dfOVT out and as we went saw the bof scouts marchuig 
along to line the joads. The whole town turned out, and the 
King taking the salure and looking so happv. Sir Henrj', Sir 
loho Salmond and all their stads and alt cbe notables, and 
Fahad Ber otir gnear ootnad sheikh, landing as dose as pos¬ 
sible to tlie King and Zaid The troops irerc wonderful—as 
sman as could b^ and all our soldi ets saldthat they had ac¬ 
complished a mtrade in the !a^ year. 

when that was over, we went on to the Al al Balt. It’s in a 
charming spot, barley growing under palms and nabk trees— 
thick eyergreen trees—and the road running through the 
middle to ihe great dome of your imagmadon.«.. 

Tlien the fSng came, waiking do^ on the cmpcied path 
under the palm trees, between rows of dapping people. 
Presently they went up onto the platform and I slipped after 
them and not only got mv photograph but heard what was 
said. And it was metnorabie, for after RM. had laid the Sone, 
Saiyid Mahmud, the Naolh’s son, read a prayer in the name of 
King Faisal son of H.M. King Hussain ibn Ali AmiiaJ Mu- 
mlnin and Khalifat al Muslknin, 1 must say my heart gave a 
jump—the K halif at back to the Arabs 1 

Next came the opening of the Divinity School; the police 
were wonderful; the place was packed with cars and carnages 
and we all got away without any dil^kuity at all Ken's dbauf- 
feur was on the look out for me, cauglu tne and packed me 
into the car. We drove back tog^er tejotctngj oh rejoicing 
so much. We agreed the time &idn.’t quite come to say our 
Nunc Dimittjs, hut we thought it would be appropriate to 
ttnhark on the openmg vetsc of some song of tkanJtsgiving 
or other. 

What do you think, we spent a riotous evening being 
taught Mah Jong by Capr. C 1 We loved it and mean to go on 
wim it when we Ve time. Wasn't it lucky I had it. 

On Sunday Ken took us with him to the Saiai, for I was 
going to my museum, and there I fell into one of the worst 

passions Tve ever been in. I found old-mending the 

Bowers Grom Ur with huge blobs of plaster of P^s so that 
the ftonc petals quite disappeared b them. I told him he was 
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to meiKl aimhiag again and sent for a &lcnd of iclne; 
an antiqui t)' dealer to repair iLc damage which he has done, 

After that feeling laincc upset, I came home and amoged 
60 WCIS and played in my garden.... 

Nm day, March i-^, was St. Patrick’s day and the 
Enmskillin^ gave a apUmdid show, ttoopim the colour. 
We all went. Tbqr kept muimudog " Beautiful, beautiful! 
babu, liabu 1” And Tim is an armjr/" they said* I reminded 
them rhat we had been at it a Song time and the Iraq army 5 
years and suggested, to cheer them, chat we might smarten 
the latter up by putting the big-dtummer into a Jeopard skim 
’* Yes.’^ said Zaid, ddjghtcd, ‘‘ we’d kill the King^s leopard 
and dress him up in it,” 

1 did like that moraing^—and what fine folk we arc, to be 

i * f . r t 1 Ml 

T didnh get back, hotn the trooi^g of the coloax tiU ii*jo 
and liad a terrific day's work writing the InieUlgcncc Report 
for the mail. It was finished about j by dint of letdng no one 
interrupt me. 


To F,B. Bagoad, Mmlt iM, 1914. 

Send me out some mules (not for ridi ng , for wearing on 
the feet). You get them at me Galerie Layette in Regent 
St. Black and gold, red and |oid and blue and gold brocade 
ate what 1 should like, one pair of each* 


To HB. *7^' *SM* 

Vi'eil, my doings are not without moment. Fiiit Kish* 
We found an atroospbcie of elccuic glcjom and Icamt after¬ 
wards that they had expeded to find us such that In the fitft 
Kalf hour PtoL Langdon would close down the cscavaiions 
and Mr. Mackay would find himself without a job. So I, 
unknowing, while earing a scrap of lunch, explained that my 
objea was to leave, as far as possible, the tablets to them for 
they should be at die disposition of students. On the other 
they would have to make up by parting with sotnc otlier 
fine objefe. '* Who decides,” said the Ptofessor, “ if we dls- 
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*gtee y* T replied that I did* but he needn’t be afraid for he 
would find me eager to oblige. I said “ Come on, Professor, 
you'll see bow it works out." So we went to his rent where all 
the tablets were exposed. There was one unique objcA, a stone 
tablet inscribed with what is probably the oldest known human 
script. The Professor positively pressed it on me ‘ he said be 
had copied it and read it and mdn’t mind what bappenedf 
So 1 took it. Tlieu we ^■ent to a littie looni whete all the other 
obfe^ were, and began on the beads and jewels, Thetc was 
a lovely pomegranate bud carTintr, found in the grave of a 
girl, time of Ncbuchadne^xar, incf he set againft it a wonder^ 
fill copper Stag, early Babylonian and fitllbg into duit. It was 
obvious that we h^ could not prescirc the latter, as I ex¬ 
plained. I took the pomegranate bud and lie was pleased. 
So we turned to the necklaces, and we picked, turn and turn 
about. And thus with all the test. The Professor grew more 
and mote excited. It is very amusing to do 1 mu^ say. And 
isn't it fantasDc to be sclcAing pots and things four to six 
thousand years old I I got a marvdlous ftonc mlay of a Sume¬ 
rian king leading captives and not being at all nice to them, 
and a mother of pearl inlay of a king and iiia wives—inscribed 
with his oame. Thii Professor got, what he longed for, a 
modier of pearl inlay representing a milking scene—^you see 
I have my milking scene in the great plaque Ur. 

We worked from 1,50 to to.yo, with brief intervals for lea 
and dinner, choosing and packing, rill I fdt absoJuicly 
broken witli fitigue—so dred that I couldn’t sleep and wiien 
I slept dreamt restlessly. I was up at 7 and out to see the 
zigutrat where I tnet J.iVl. We began work again at 8 and went 
00 dl] It, by which time all was finished and packed except 
j huge Hamurabi pots which J Al and 1 carrietl home on our 
knees. Wc went out, before we left, to sec the palate— 
amazing I a niched and columned court (it's 4000 b.c. or 
tbeteal^ts) with a ^air leading up to an audience hall, un- 
ezeavated as yet. ... 

(Oh dear, I’ve ju^ seen the fitS mosquito of the season 1) 

Tlic deputies ate all pouring in and raoft of them pour 
through my office. . , . 
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Out in the aftemoon to ?« Haji Naji M.P. and had a very 
consoling and soothing tafh with him. a lund of loyal 
good sense. And, Father, he wants anothet pair of pruning 
♦ scissors. Will you get one for me ? Not too Wg, Oh, but 
the really important thing I forgot—tn the momii^ J.M. 
telrphonkl to me dvat Professor Sayce was ” 

about the Museum and would J come at once. So 1 rushed up 
in a Lmticb and there he was, looking exadly the same as 
when 1 lunched widi him in Edinburgh io| years ago. He 
had arrived from Damascus the day Wore by car, and he is 
8 o, But he is not nearly as voung as you physicallv though 
for wits be ts bad to bikt. ^ fell into his aims and showed 
him our tieasurra with wliich he was unspeakably thiiUcdL 

1 had tea with Higgins who had jnlt arrived. I 

happened in the couisc erf" conversation to quote Herbert 
[Richmond] and he mentioned that in ail the three services 
there was do one whose opinion he valued so highly. That 
was nice, wasn't it. 

I'm writing in the middle of the night, being unable to 
sleep. 

To H.B. Bamun. t, 1914- 

Weil, the Assembly, The King came in looking very won¬ 
derful in full Arab dress. The hfimsters followed him and sat 
down on cither side, be sitting on the dais. He was tremen- 
douslv clapped, Tlien he icad his speecli £tom the throne, a 
very Ime bit of oratory and mo^ moving, I chink 1 have never 
seen him so much agitated; his voice shook. After it his 
procession reformed and be left. 

Then they defied thek President—a moment of bteathless 
cxdtemeni. They all wrote their choice on bits of paper and 
dropped them into a box. 

The annual lunch and sports of the Iraq army, a spring 
festivai in the Maude gardens, this year st^ed by all the 
dcpucics. It was really great fun, H.M, and Zaid, H.E., the 
Air Marshals and all the male world, and me in my official 
capadey. Such an atmosphere of go^will and giatificanon 

69* 




BAGDAD 




too. Ac lunch I Sit between two minitters with the PreiJdau 
^ the Aiscmblv opposite. They do ihcir lunch veiy well— 
it is qtute simple good Atsb food, sheep loaflca whole, 
with ccc, ana a sweet and fhiic, and it's quite short. The 
sports wexe very amusinp^ full of*enri^ict/ and they only la^cd 
an hour, H.M. gave the prkes and we all got away by } p.m. 

I’ll give yon an outline of the nm few days; lomorrow 
a garden party at the Residency to meet the deputies; Fci'' 
^y a lunen at Kadhimain to say goodbye to J. hi. wilson who 
is ^ing on leave, and an officii dinner at the Palace to Sri 
JoDJu Sanity I’m going to sec H.M. cat the fiift sod (if 
you can call h a sod) of a new canai at Najaf. And on Sunday 
Ramsdban begins, thanlr goodness. 

At 6,30 Ken and I were at the St^on, ptepated to travel in 
the Ro}^ train to Karbala, We got to Karbala at 10.30 and 
found a crowd at the Sadon, H«M, was mod cncbusiasdcatly 
received. 

This over we hustled into motors, Ken and I and GdL 
Tainsh together—we were the only Europeans there. And 
motored mrough duSt and a high hot wind, |ust like summer, 
for an hour and a quarter down the Najaf road. We alighted 
in an arid ’wilderness where the King imed the firit spadeful 
of sand of the Bift canal which is to suppJy Najaf with water. 

To H.S, Bacoao, Apfti 1914. 

* * * # 

So we motored back to Kaihala and while ibe King went 
to make a pilgtin^ge in the two mosques, we repaired to the 
bazaar where I bought shoes with mcned up toes, yellow, red 
and blue. 

To F.B. Bacdau, jipril lotb, 1914. 

w m » i 

And ■will you please do a commission for me neat MTni> tou 
are in London—no other than to buy me a new every morning 
h^ The one I have has &ided so dreadfully. 1 enclose a 
pifhire of a Woolknd bat wbich seems to me nice, togetbex 
with the appcoxiinare coloitr of the Straw — the trimming 
should be a shat^ darker. .. , . 
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Summer has begun lamcatably early this year. I like the 
present tanperataic—So"* to go**—bur it has come a monih too 
soon. I expeffc wc’ie in for a scorching dmc, 

I mua teil you something which has pleased me^ I seat 
Mr. Scott, of the Manchester Guardian, my article about the 
A 1 al Bait university and he telegraphs aslting for plans and 
photographs which Fm despatching this week, I hope he 
intends to put a very fiiatdly article into bis paper. 

I woke up this momiiig at 5 a,m,—it’s now 4 and I have 
j uil heard the gnu wlu’ch announces the beginning of the dav*s 
&ft. The Muezzin next door to me is ebandng the all 
to prayer in hJs tiny mosque. 


To tLB. Bagdad, April 1J14. 

.,, . Yes, of course I think that there is a radoaalmng spirit 
abroad in^the Ea 5 t just as much as in the West, and do you 
know 1 think it will go much quicker here than it did with us 
because we have hioken down the barriers and set the example 
which they vrill be eager to foUow, 

{She tells that she had a dinner party where oneofthc 
guests was a somewhat cnicipriting storyteller.] 

One of the stories I will tell you—-I laughed at it too. 
** How would you puadhiate this sentence—Mary can out into 
the garden naked ?'* Ken said: with a full stop, I hope.’* 
** No,** said Sir —^ " a dash after Mary,” 

On Sunday morning 1 went to my Museum where 1 had 
various visitors induding Kert, It really is fun sbowii^ 
people over the museum; there are such wonderful things 
to be seen in it. 

Fve never had $0 many roses in my garden before—it 
blushes with them. And lovdy carnations, stock, larkspur 
and things as well. 


To H.B. Bagdad, ±ur, 1914. 

When I left the oflice I motODKl out to Kadhimain to see a 
very interesting woman, who is the mother of the Agha 
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Khan and manag^ all his via businesses, scoikr and reli¬ 
gious, while he is b Europe. She is an pilgrimage here and is 
gobg on m Mashhi^ m Bersia and so back to In^ via Scistan 
—^mcdiing of a foumey, but she seems to take it m her 
stride. . . . 

, , . I dmed with Nigel Davidson to meet the very nice 
Colonel of the InniskJIUngs, Col. Ridings,, .. 

In this phantastmgoiia of a week we ail went off to the 
circus. 

It wnA a Belgian circus. Now I don’t think I've been to a 
circus smee the age of 6 but 1 shall never lose an opponunity 
of going to every one I can. It was dclicioiis. so funny and so 
clever and so amazing. It was composed of every race tinder 
the sim t there wem Japanese and Indians and Sudanese and 
Belgums who spoke broken English and yet more broken 
Arabic. But the nlcc^ thing of all was theelcphanjts on a see¬ 
saw'. The elephant bomped the sec-saw down and Jumped the 
acrobat kiro the air, so high that he alighted on Ac ele¬ 
phant’s bead and slippy douTi his back and his t^. Then 
the audience w'tte invited to parddpatc and a lot of Arab 
coolie hot’s tan bto the arena. Some were white with fear at 
5 ^**^**^^ so large an animal; hut the dephant 
loved it. He bumped them up and they fell all ways some on¬ 
to the plank and some on to the^ground, till at last one,mote 
bv good luck than by any sldl], succeeded m fidlmg on to the 
eleplant’s head. And we rocked with bughtcr-^ except 
the Kurdish deputies who sat together b a box and never 
moved a mus^e the whole evenbg. I suppose they thought 
it bcneadi their Kurdish dignity to laugh at elepbants and 
coolie boys. ... 

After lunch I rode up to the hospital to visit the Sbdkhs. 
It wrung my heart. Addai whom I adore looked so wiiitc and 
tired. Salnim with two compound fraftares b the anns and 
a bullet through his leg declarbg roundly that it was of no 
conset]lienee. I sat Viitb them not more than five min ?T t'* s 
and they sent a boy running after me to beg me to hurry on 
the work. It is their blood which has hurried on the work ! 
l^sidbgj I tcD you all these thmgs about my shai k hs and 
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people Md I ditcsajr you think than vciy siliy, I know Tm 
not seeing to scale, but my hcair Is in it—1 live and die for 
it. Nothtng else maitew. -, . 


To H.B. 

^ la the eveoing I dined alone, and bad dined early—by 
luck, when at S p.m. came a telephone message to say the King 
wanted me. I motored up to the Palace—he sent me a car. 
The little Palace in the Gardoi. It was a strange sight in 
Ramadhan. In the lighted, rooms of the Pavilion I caught 
a glimwc of lot^ robed figures saying their ptayers. ... 

In the long saloon 1 found the lung in full Arab diess, 
white and gold and black. There may be (I don't say there are 
not) more momentous affijifs elsewhere, but there Is nowhere 
ri! be imtmd where they arc presented to you in such a setting. 
T^t night was unforgettable. The paying tribesmen, the 
King in white robes, the riot of fiowers around the pavilion, 
and the sandflies goading you to distiaftion, while you try 
to t hink straight. 

Your letter of April ijth : Tm not one of those urhom 
Iraq keeps of sends a^^y. I’m on the Hi^h ^m ,’3 staff as 
long as there is a High Com, and a British Government 
servant. AH you say on wages and economics is moSt inicrcst- 
ing and most sound—bur hard for general understanding, 

Te FJl, fiACnAs, Afril )od>, 1914, 

.... Summer has come and I findl want another bcc gown 
to wear in the evenings. I would like a black one for 1 Itavc a 
silver ‘ fourieau’ whic^ it will go with, So will you please 
send me 4 ! yafds of black filet acc aj inches wide. And the 
great thing is to get a lace covered with pattern as much as 
possible^ not with a big stretch of blank net at the top if you 
understand me, 

T forgot to tell Father that my picture for the King has 
come, in a gorgeous frame. I sent It to him yesterday but have 
not yet boum imm him. 
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! had i vot nice dirmer paitf on Friday, The Colonel of 
the Lams killings^ Ridings knows the elde:St Doim^n 

and has ^yea wkh him). He brought a charming Captain 
Vai^ghan. veiy keen about antiquities. There were also tfc- 
hghtfti! Major and Mrs, Gore, such nice people, and Captain 
Bral^ my beloved dodoi. We sat in the ga^ after dumcr 
for the fiid rime, with Bagdad lanterns h^ing in the trees 
Md they thought it a half aoe cut out of Pataifisc, It did 
took lovely. 

Today I went to the Museum in the morning where Sir 
Henty, Esme and Captain Vaughan visited us. f buril with 
pndc when I show people over the Museum, It is hccominff 
such a wonderful place. It was a great monting bccau^ 
there were 6 bores from Kish to be unpacked—the re¬ 
mainder of our share Such copper instruments as have never 
orfotc been handed down &om antiquity; the shelves shout 
with them 


To F,B, 

Could you please send me a bit of lace like the enclosed to 
renovate a muslin gown. This is exactly the quantitv 1 want 
and It mu« be very good otherwise it washes to a tUg. This 
not v^ good but you see how it is worn out. I tSiik this 
kmd IS bc^. 


Baodad, j4/i,, 

Tm waiting for two old Turbans. I hope chej'’JJ come soon 
for I want to ndc bi^rc dinner.—They came, nice old things. 

In the matter of the bat Tm moSt gtatcfhl. The mules htvc 
come and ate exactly what I want. 


® ' BACDAn, zofi, 1914. 

Your letters ate ahnoft always deliveted on Saturday afiei- 
nooEM days poft—and Tve now made an artangemeni with 
the oiBoc 1 ^ which they send them ovet. So you may think 
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of me happily trading them on Saturday et'ening when I come 
in from riding or what not And indeed they arc a great 
solace. 

Meantime, Tve ceased to worry, 1 tdl all who come to 
see me that Tm rhi nhing how nice it will be to go back to Jive 
at home. 


To H.B. BAGDan, /nr titi, 1914, 

We beat QndcrelJa by half an hour—the Treaty was rati¬ 
fied la£t night at 11 . 50 . 


Td H B. (who WAS in AoitEiha] Bagdad, Jmt if/j, 1924. 

I suppose it’s the reaction from the unholy cxdtcincnt in 
which we have lived for the la^t few months, but whatever 
may be the reason, Fm feeling shockingly dull and depressed. 
So Fm afraid this letter won't be up to standard. 

Fits a little bit of business—since you say that the quicker 
way of writing to Ceylon is via London, 1 don’t see why I 
shouldn’t sen^ my letters to you to mother, for hetto read and 
forward. It will be a gtcit simplification for me, for ! shall 
not have to write the gencrai news twice over—which I 
really cannot do-^d I can write her a little cstta note about 
the things I generally confide to her private ear. So, unless 
yon raise objeSions, that is the course 1 shall pursue. And tn 
order that 1 may not be deterred from keeping you informed 
as to the history of the Iraq and of your daughter, would you 
think it worth while to present me with some more wriring 
paper tike this ? What you gave me four or three years ago 
lias la^ed till now, but a is very nearly finished, 1 think, as 
far as you are concerned, Fve put it to good use — don’t you 
agree ? 

At present we leaUy ore the happy nadon whicb has no 
history. The Assembly is passing the Organic Law. .. Now 
there is a solid block in the Assembly — me upboldets of the 
TPi-ary—^who, having learnt wisdom from the vagaries of the 
only reptesentotive body they have known, are determined 
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not to weaken live powias of the throne. Tbcne’s a fund of 
good sense m the Arab, of real value. 

1 luve not done much this week. 1 swim a good deal and 
every Sunday the usual patty of us cci« up by launch to near 
Muadhdham where we swim and dine on toe dver bank. 1 
have a fittk reed mat hut there to undress In and another at 
the swimming place, opposite the King’s palace, where we 
go when we want to be rack for dinner. Yesterday the King 
and 7 a joined us—and Tm now going to Jet them know 
whenever we go up so tltat they can come across and swim 
with us. 


To P-B. Bagoaxi', Jtuu aj/ 4 . 1914. 

1 have been swimming so vigorously that my lia thing cos¬ 
tume is wcarir^ out ana already has to be darned. Wut you 
please get me another. The kind I like is in two pieces, 
drawers and jumper, and 1 Uke it black with a coloured wtder 
of some kind round ad the edges, f prefer sUfc tdcotinc to 
silk and ! like be^ a square or V-shaped opening at the neck. 
As to colour if you see something nice in a variegated trioD- 
tinc (vide enclosed — but this particular one is m silk not 
Ciicotinc and 1 don’t like chat so much) tc might be a pleasant 
change from black. But the colours should show a g eneral 
tenden^ to dark blue or gie^ if you undetstand me. 

Bathing clothes are so edguous that I think it might be 
sent by letter po§t by ovexlwd mail — ^they don’t normally 
take parcels. 

Ever your very affectionate (but tiresome) laughter, 

Geetruoje. 

[This pBidcukr order for clothes certainly was tiresome, 
for it was completely baffling. There were no bathing 
costumes to be found in two pieces, there were none 
to be found in tdcotinc, variegated or otherwise: diect 
were very few in hbek or dark blue, or green, and of 
these none had a coloured border. MoSt of the costumes 
obminable were in one piece, usually of bright coloured 
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with a ct^imingaadj embioideiT on ba^ or &oi]^ 
sometimes on both. 

One of the lea& impossible of these garments was 
fin^lr despatched to Gemude. It did not rive cadre 
satis&Mon, as will be seen &orn a subsequent letter,] 


TOO 
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BAGDAD 

JULT 1914—DECEltHEIt I914 

To H*B. Bagdad, *914. 

As for nw aomls, they arc now becoming very came, Fm 
glad to say I The Assembiy is duty p«$atng the Organic Law 
which ought to^ be through befbie Sir Henry goes oa leave 
on the t4th. Did J tell you he was going on leave ? He wiU 
be away for about a months,, leaving Nigel I^vidson in com¬ 
mand. I think it is a good plan. He nec^ a little red and also 
it will be an advmtage his seeing the authorities in London 
and it^iessing his views upon ^cm. 1 entirely agree with 
Lord Cmmcr who used to say that a big o ffidaf shmilH take 
leave every year if possible as much for the sake of H.M.G. 
as for his own sake. And so &r as I can see we shall be very 
peaceful for the next two months. 

The mod interesting thing which happ en ed during 
week was a pcrfotmancc by the a bombing demon¬ 

stration. It was even mote remarkable than the one we saw 
last year at the Air Force show because it was much more reaL 
They bad made an imaginaiy village about a tpiarter of a 
mile ftom where sac on the Diala dyke and the two hift 
bombs dropped from jooo feet, went straight i nto the middle 
of it and set it alight. It was wonderful and honiblc:. Then 
they dropped bombs all round as if to catch the fugitives and 
hnalJy fire bombs which even in the brighter sunHght made 
dates of bright flame tn the desert. They bum through metal 
and wafer wonT atinguish them. At the end the armoured 
cars went out to round up the fugitives with tmehin* ? guns. 

I was tremendously imptessedL It's an amaaingly i^tless 
and tenible thing war horn the air, ,,. 
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To F.B. BjiCOAtt* ]u^ w*/, 1914, 

[Slic writes of hct (ither who had gone to G;yIon 
to sec the Richmonds. Vice-Admiral Ridmond was now 
Naval CommandcT'iii-Chicf, Ead: Indies.] 

Isn^t it really a good thing that he should be so full of 
vitality and the power of enjoyment- How delightful it will 
be for Elsa and Herbert to l^ve Itim 1 He is, 'O'c may admit 
to one another, like no one else In the w'otld. I can't think 
how other daughters can bear not having him for a father. 

T have been reading a bunch of modem plays published 
by fienn- Some of them seem to me to be very good and 
m $tiikc a very real and humait note. What do you think 
of Tlic Fanatics ? It took me by the throat as an nptession 
of w'hac, in general terms. I also think. Fm not sure that k is 
a play, in the sense that it could be good on the stage. I have 
sent for two new plays by 0 *Netlf—if there’s anything else 
you think remarkable, you might tell me. One is apt to miss 
even outstanding things when one is guided only by teviews. 

] read when I come home after lunch, Fve had steady 
hours of work and Fni tired, and besides it’s too hot to do 
much. So 1 read myself to sleep, if I can, for an hour, and 
then go on madlng ull it*s time to swim. On Saturday even¬ 
ing 1 get my mail. }u^t before dinner — that’s an exciting and 
delight^ evening. 


To F.B. Baghao, Julj ji*. 171+ 

,. - We picnic every Sunday on the dver bank after swim¬ 
ming and that is unfailing ly adtghtfuL We take a great fish 
which the servants roaa over a wood fire, excellent food, a 
cold chicken and joint, and we don’t get back till after 10. 
1 look forward to Sunday evenings. Besides that 1 swim two 
or three times a wxek between tea and dinner. The water b 
(juitc warm now with the temperature tm to You can 
^y in as long as you like. I love it. Otherwise I do very 
little, Ofiice 7 to i.jo lunch with Sir Henry and then home. 
On Sunday 1 have an advisor or a minister to lunch as a rule. 
Not an cveadijJ life—one estivates, you can’t do anyrhing 
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dse with the heat closed down tctind fou like a wall Ttn 
quite wcIJ though, But 1 would giTc no small thing for a 
fortnight at Rotioton. 

^tarday evenings I Icxjk forward to also for its then the 
mail comes in and the delieh^ lettcis of my family, 1 dine 
alone and read them several times over. Thcy^ic not wasted 
1 assure you. . . , 

To H-B, Baoow, Jufy 

This ts a vm dcvcrly conceived letter designed to catch 
you at Poet Sai<L ... 

Do you know, 1 have a great admiiadon for Sir Henry. 
He is extremely good at his job ^ I admire despatches 
home immensely—they are very courageous and very tUu' 
m i nating . He is a considerable administrator. He goes on 
leave next week and will be away a months. 


To H,B. Bagoaij, Jmlf 1^x4, 

I c^’t say I had a nice hirtbdav, indeed it was one of the 
most infenm days 1 ever tememb^, The tempetature hadi 
jumped up to ixr* with a raging fo m a re winj It was so 
bad that Sir Henty, who was to have ilatted off for Ramadi 
by air, on his way home, failed to get off at 6 and again at 10 
and came back sadly to hmch. Finally he left at y and with 
considerable difficulty landed safety at Ramadl afict dark. 
To-day I hope he is in Egypt, To-day the tempmeure has 
dropped agmn to somethmg reasonable, round about no 
and Pm hoping that you won’t be too hot in the Red Sea, 

Nigei Davi&on is left m charge and is living at the Resi¬ 
dent, where 1 lunch with him, Wc*re hoping that no *orriblc 
crisis will occur while the H.C is away. 


ToF,B. 


Bagdac, Jfify 

,.. 1 think T told you in one of my letters what I do every 
day, I get up at j.jo, do exercises tdl 1,45 and walk in the 
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garden till 6 or a little after cutting flowers, AE that grows 
now is a bdutifid double fasmin of which T have bowTs foil 
ever^ dajr, and zinnias, ugly and useful. I hnakfast at 6.40 on 
an egg and some ftnit, interview my old cook Kaji Ali at 
6.4) when 1 oidct any meaJ I want and pay the daily books. 
Leave for the office By car at 6. j j get there at 7. there 
till i.]o when I lunch with the High ^minissioner—now with 
NigcL 

The first thing I do in the office is to look through the three 
vernacular papers and tnnsbire anything that ought to be 
brought to the notice of the authondes. These ttansladons 
are typed and circulated to the H.C, the Advisers m the 
Arab* otHccs, and finally as an appendix of the fottnigbriy 
reports to the Sccrcmy of State. % the time IVe done that, 
papers are beginning to come in, Imelilgencc reports from all 
the Meat Eaft and India, local reports, petitions, etc. The 
petitions 1 generally dispose of mysdf; the local teporrs I 
note tm, suggesde^ if necessary memoranda to the Minis* 
tries of In tenor or Finance (mostly Inteiior which is the 
Ministry Fm mo£t conceraed with) or despatches and letters. 

I wtitc a draft at once, sometimes I propose the 
general outlines and wait for approvid or correfbon. In and 
out of all this people come in to see me, sheikhs, and Arab 
Officials or juSt people who want to give some bit of infor¬ 
mation or ask for advice, if there’s anything important in whai 
diey have to say I inform the H-C. At intervals in the daily 
roudae. I’m now busy wridng tlie Annual Report for the 
League of Nations. I usually get a clear hour or two before 
lun^ 

f get home about a.jo and do nothing till j. I don’t often 
sleep, but J lie on a Ing sofa under a fan and read novels or 
papers- All the vtindows arc shut and the room is com¬ 
paratively cool. After J I go out swimming or I take a little 
walk or people come to see me. I very seldom ride in the 
summer, it’s too hot in the evening and I haven’t time before 
going to office. 1 dine about 7.30 on. some iced soup or a bit 
of fish or some fruit and sometimes if I^m feeling unusually 
energetic I do an hour’s work or I write Jecrecs. Generally I 
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again dU about ten and then go to bed on the toof, and 
that's rbc hot weather life. And now it's time to go and 
have my bath befote dinner. Now ] come to think of it ft 
seems rather a hennit programme; It is. I hate dining out 
or having people to dinner tn the hot weather. 


To F.B, Jm^ *3^/* i9ii+‘ 

About the bathing dress. It wis mj &u 1 l I ought to have 
left you carte blanche about the material. Ptobwty no one 
wears tricodne now—something else is the vogue, Ihe one 
you sent is tatber baggy but I shall be very gl^ of it when my 
present one goes into holes. 

Nigel and I are getting on ^mously. Of course Tm rather 
a Person now that we are so short lumded. I hope I shall 
not make anjf dreadful mistakes — but there’s always Nigel to 
Slop me. He is very cautioiis, 

I’ve been bathing and il*s now after din n e r and 1 lutve two 
despatches to drah so I mu^ turn to them. 


To H 3 . Bagd au, /jtjr ^aibt 

I have had a good deal of work dus week. And there have 
been two or three vetr complicated and imponanr adminis- 
traovc proposidons wtuch I have had to Study and prepare 
for Ntgd Davidson's decision. We arc so shorthanded in the 
Oiffice, you see, that at this moment the greater part of the two 
other people's work comes to me. It’s very intetestbg, how¬ 
ever ; I don't mind doing it. And in the surnmer it's wdl to 
be pretty fully employed. It keeps you Emm brooding on 
being a dog. 

For once In my life I really am almosc indispensable, some¬ 
one has to do the routine work in the oBEce and there hterally 
isn’t anyone but me to devil for Nigel the potirical and admlnis- 
tradve things. , , . , 


705 




LETTERS OF GERTRUDE BELL 


tm 

To F-B. Ai^. )fif ^9*4, 

It is dead!)’' hot and Tm as thin as a lathe—I can’t tat any- 
thing in the hi^t. But 1 have a glass of iced soap at 11 a*m* 
and find that it makes all the difference. TTiete is another 
tDonth of cjEttemc beat and then it begins to tail off. 

M— made a malady iaft week.—^fortunately she^s well 
again, Elo you remember Richmond Ritchie iFriting “ My 
wife and family have mBucoza. The cook^ rhank- God, is 
spajcd,** I felt I knew what he meant. 

There is really a great deal of work in the office; today I 
spent from 9 to i juSt over routine work — mcmoianda to 
write to the hUnistties, office notes expUining papers and pro¬ 
posing aflion for Nigd, ttanslatmg ^ papers, dealing with 
lotions. I didn’t get down to my own work, reports, etc. 
till the morning was nearly over. 

But 1 like having plenty of work; it kcc^ one alive. How¬ 
ever as 1 began hfc at j.jo and have b«n ceaselessly at it 
and it*s now 10 p.ni. I shall end this letter. 

To H 3 . Bao&ao, Asfg, ij/iS, 

We have come to the end of Muhaemn widiout inddent, 
yesterday was the lagt day, Tm glad it’s over. Every night 
for the bft ro days the air has been uneasy with the wailings 
of the processions moutnltig for Hussain, thdr edes apd dm 
dull throb of the chains with which th^ beat thdr biea^. 
It is savage even from far off and it makes one fed dismebod, 
Tlierc is a little Shiah mosque a few hundred yards away 
behind my house and on the £rft nights of the month, when 
the moon was young, the glare of the torch flickered through 
my endows. The people work themselves up into such a 
State of frenay that It’s amaajpg some outburst of fanatidam 
doesn’t occur, but it never docs here. 


T0F.B. BaooAO, i\tht 

Thank you for the two books—The Adding Machine and 
Men and Masses. Modem literature is very queer isn’t it, 
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but it^s ako ejtttoncly iotttcsting. One has to get oneself 
uxustomed to entirdv nen,* forms—that which they embody 
» as old as the world because it JS avarknt of thchtiraanftom 
1 thought both those books — ^ can't call them j>lays — .very 
striking and Pm so gratefiil bexause that is juSt the" kind of 
thing I miss, not knowing about them. Yes^ I’ve read St. 
Joan, this week. I thought It wcmdctful; I wish I had seen 
Ji on the £btgc. It ts so dever of him to have m^c her a bluff 
— not to say tough — country gid. Of course so she was, with 
the mysricism threaded separately through her. 


To H 3 , Bagdad. io, 1^*4, 

I dined with HajI Nap on his roof. It was a nice cool 
evening for once and we sai on the roof with the fall moon 
so bright that we wanted no other light and the tops of the 
mulberry trees waving round us. Presently 1 glanced up and 
saw the moon looking a very ocld shape" and found tnat it 
uw a total eclipse I Y^ou saw it too I cjqjca, It's a simster 
thing, an eclipse, isn't ir. As we motored back the 
shadow spread over the moon, deepened and left the world in 
a threateiun^ darkness. The people in the houses were beating 
pans and finng off revolvers to frighten the whale which ww 
devouring the moon. Hus they ultimately succeeded in 
doing, but not without great trouble. It was a very bag 
eclipse. * 

... Bathing in our &votiriic pool opposite the King’s palace. 
"To us ^irty of shining ones, the King, Zaid, Jafkr, Nuri. . 
all the King's pals. They had come, some of them to ba the 
and sdl of them to picnic on the bank. Do you know it's 
difficult to make a curtsey with grace when you're wet In a 
bathing dress. 

On Sunday mommg 1 went to the Museum which I had 
promised to show to some teachers from Mosul. They were 
very much impressed and said many complimentary things 
a^ut the service I was rendering to the Iraq. But what 
pleases nre ftill roorc —simile rm plowing niy owt$ trnrnpet 
so loud—is that 1 have a letter from Sir F, Kenyon saying 
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that he hoick up the Icaq Dcpvttncnt of Antiquities as the 
model for the mannet in which the division of finds is made 
berwocu escavatozs aitd the local Govenunent and that as 
long as things icmain in bands he will be perfeSly satisfied. 
1 am vciy much relieved for I feared they would never for¬ 
give me for Caking the milking plaque wWch vm by (ix the 
bed thing they found. Z could ao no other and I am so glad 
they recogohsed it They have been moft reasonable. 


To tLB. Bacdas, Stpt. ijtb, 1914- 

And what do you think T was doing this mocoing ? I was 
taking a &icnd of yours to Babylon, Mr. Tom Griffiths. 
This is how tt came about. Two Labour members and a 
Uniooijt, Mr. Griffiths, Dr. Williamson and Mr. Davies are 
here for three days on their way to Mohammarah and on to 
India. It is a tour arranged by the A.P.O.C., whose guej^ 
they axe—a bit of propaganda. Lionel Smith and I took them 
to Babylon, We started, I may mendoi^ by trolley on the 
railway, at j.to aju. Mr. Griffiths conceived a high opMon 
of me whoi 1 toM tiim I was your daughter and it wasn't 
diminished when he heard that I was sister-m-law to Charles. 
" We call him Charlie ” he observed affoftionatcly; “ Our 
Charlie.*’ I hope you like Mr, Griffiths ; I think such a 
nice man (like hit. Terrapin) and certainly I never had a 
better audience at Babylon tt^ ! bad to-day. 

... It was quite cold going down in the caOT morning and 
not too hot at Babylon, but coming back, from to to i, it 
was infernal. There was a wdnd that scorched you, 1 had to 
take rchigc on the door to get oot of that bhSt. I Sill fed like 
fl eindpf- . . . 

To ILfi. Baodad, Si^, io, 1^14. 

... The evenbg he arrived (Thursday) there was an official 
dinner at the Residency. He at once greeted me as Moll's 
sister and after Hmnef he came and talked. Lord Thomson 
is cettainly very pleasant sociaily. Neat day the King asked me 
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to td to intcrpttt for liini, bui there was a circk of MmiScrs 
sitting touiid and the talk was quite oa the sutfocc. On 
Samr^y Lord T, flew to Mosul, Sunday all tound the N, 
toutier, Arbii anti Kirkuk where lu: spent the njeht. On 
Monday he ficw to Sulaimani, bad two bouts there, flew back 
to Bag^ and was at the Residency at lunch. Wondetfid 
osn ml In the cTciiiug there was a Slatf banquet at the Pakce 
—it WM amusing, as much as such things can he. The King 
Md^s ulfc ^erwards in the garden i Sasun inreiprctel 
hir Heny told me that ford T. had bera very s?inpathedc. 
V ' j- r* ^ tremendous receptino at Sulaimam, All 
the Kmdiah chicts came jn to sec him uith hundreds of foi- 
owets, sh^cd in ammunition belts with revoSipecs ^grf 
"^5^ out &oni them. The procession, was so [ong 

that before they had finished the round of the town they were 
ireadi^ on ^dr tail—a diflicult question of precedence 

arose I Lord T, said he felt like a minor Roman cunpeiot 
Md was comdous that there should ha^ been a man nding 
by hiE si^ to remind him that be muft some day die. He flew 
away this moming. 

TTie King hag acquired an estate near Khanaqin and he 
mvited me to motor up with him today as he wanted to 
gioose a site for a shooting cottage, I have arranged with Sir 
Hca^ to ^ up by tonightV min, arriving about 6 a.m„ 
sprad the day with HJvL and returo tomouow night’s 
trai^ get^g back to the o*E« on Thuisday mormn£ I 
^ Uke iuvmg a day our of door^H.M. is in 
today for fiz^ time for a month there’s a littk north wind, 

J re^y think the weather may be going to cool down. It 
has been a very hot, stiil September.,,, 

JVe revetted now to a regular Sunday dinner patty and 
bridge. I 1 shall be able to get away vci)- iittfe. But 

U«rge I shaU send up to Mosul with Lionel Smith the week 
rrS!! Richmond come. The A,V.Ai, jj going to Sy 
Herbert aU round the frontiers and 1 shall show Ssa and 
Utmrgc. and Herbert when he is ficre, the local sights, 

1 m voy much engrossed in the Gambridge Ancient His¬ 
tory which certainly is a very remarkable achievement. Its 
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first two x'olumes have down to 1000 a.c. It eives one a 
wondctfully universal idea of the beginnings of histoiy— 
a fasdiiaEtne book, rm writing the Mosul part of my guide 
book, in and out of mv work. I wish 1 had time to go steadily 
at it. IVc wholly uded to discover who now’ publishes 
Murray's Guidcs^—could you find out for me and put me into 
touch with the publishers ? li is not cither Mtiiray or Static 
ford, 50 don't try those blind avenues. 


To HJ- B^goap, Off. ij/A, 

I have ktticis from yon and Mother of October i, all about 

J rour Ftee Tradcis. Yon are thick in the clcftion and Pm 
onging to know your views. Uptm my soul, I th ink 1 would 
vote Ijibour if I were in England. The tutning out of ihc 
Government at a tame when the peace of Europe is fiilJ on 
such thin ice seems to me to be a mean piarry mck. And 
the piogtaimncs of the Conservarlves and Libciais are 
poor, hackneyed stuff, don't you think ? 

[In October of this year Gertrude had the great 
pleasure of a visit from the Richmonds, Elsa and her 
husband Vice-Admiral Hcrbcn Richmond and tbdr 
daughter Mary, They were on board the flagship Chat¬ 
ham on one of its officul cruises and cime up the 
Persian Gulf to Basrah and then to Bagdad. This coin¬ 
cided with a visir from George Treveljran, Molly's 
elder son who was on his way to Stay with the Rich¬ 
monds in Ceylon and spent a" week at Bagdad on the 
way. HLs arrival was a great joy to Gcr^de. It is 
worth includlDg some extiafb from her letters for the 
interest of seeing that she who had cared so much for 
her younger sisters when ihcv were children was ready 
to welcome their children as if they had been her own*] 


To Bagpau, Off, 

I have been a very poor thing this week with a rouch of 
bronchitis—entirely my own fault for going out to dinner 
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when I had a hid cold However, at last, thanl, goodness, 
1 m better and have been doing short hours to the oflicc for 
me bs three da^. The disappoinimcuf was that I was ftih 
in bed when George arrived and codd not have him here 
1 was rcaUy crumpled up and Sinbad said 1 wasdt fit for com- 
psoy, so George went to the Residenev, coming to sec me 
^eiy evening after tea. I have written to MoU about liim 
He « the most ^chanting creatute. He went off with Lionel 
omnh to Mosd on Monday night and will be away about a 
week. The Richmonds arrive neat Monday, by which time 
I «Jjpe I shsiil l>e ^julte wdJ, 

There a heavy &ll of nia on Monday night, Heavy for 
the rime of year, for we scaredr ever have nun till November. 
It has cleaned the world wondeifliily and made the tcmpcia- 
^e tirop to a reasonable autumn levd. To-dghc, for the 
^ time since Februaiy, I have a fire in my sitting room. 
Summer has passed so rapidly Into winter this year tW I 
never wore any intermediate clothes but passed straight out 
of the thinnest muslin gowns into heavy woollens. It is a 
difMt climate to tackle. You canY at fiiSt believe that you 
re^ feel cold. ^ 

The acavarions at Kish and Ur arc opening-^sh has 
^dy begun and Mr. Woolley arrived ka Saturday and goes 
down to Ur to-morrow. We am all foightfidly thrilled by the 
djseovi^ in India by Sir John Marshall of seals whi3 are 
e^y l^e Sumenan seals here. I have written to Sir John 
J^hah asking him for impressions of his seals, I do hope 
they will have a good season at (Jr this year. 

IVe so lictk to write about becansc I have been seeing so 
lew people. But oh Pm thankful to be verting well a train f 
I do get to dreadfully bored when Tm lilf ^ 


la IKT aiAer. aAcoAU, Oaelvr ±a/i. 1914. 

DaaiJKG Moll, 

George arrived safely on Saturday at i.jo, I was delighted 
to see hinL We sat hand in band talking breathlessly. 
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He js imtneasely eager ro know and tmder^land and so 
intcJUgenc and quick in the uptake. He went off after dinner 
with Lionel Smith to Mosul. 

He is so outgoing and so eager, besides bemg so chamung 
to look at. I am very proud of having him. for a nephew. It 
was a great tlisappointmciit not being able to take him about 
myself but nest week when he comes back I hope T shall be 
all right again and we will go about with the Richmonds. 


To tbc £vit£. Bamui}, 12/^, 192^ 

We had the rooSt delicious dap all together when George 
joined us after his Northern tour. ,, , , 

He is wildly interested in everything. He used to sit and 
listen when Herbert talked of Indk and I of the Iraq asking us 
now and then of things he had not understood. He Is not going 
to waste his time on this journey, he will come bads. wH of 
new irnpressions and espenences and now the EaSt looms so 
very large it is worth while to know something about it... , 
^cll, 1 hope 1 have made a new friend: with him. 1 should 
always like to be in close touch. Last year In England I made 
a new ftjend in Pauline and now Tve got Ckorge. Isn’t it 
nice. Kitty muft be nest. ... [Pauline and Kitty Trevelyan.] 
The Chatham sailed ftom Basrah this morning at ten. 
I do fed rather flat without them. All my servants adored 
them and one of them wept when they left. 


To Chillies Trerdyin. EUcoao, Dtftmifr j, 

My deau Charije, 

,,. He may he too young to appreciate to the full all that he 
is seeing but I do not doubt that you and Moll have done well 
to let him make this journey. He may miss a good deal but he 
will underhand a good deal mote cspcdaJJy wld) such a 
guide as Herbert. 

1 do love liim very much and I think be lias got the makmgs 
of a £nc and generous creature..., 
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To RB. aw, 1 1914- 

As rou ma^ imagioc, we have been having rather a rushing 
tinie, complicated by tlie fafl that I had only juil got rrut of 
bed. But Vm really begtonlng to fed well now. 

The Richmonds ah arrived on Saturday. My car broke 
dcFWTi on the way to the station so that I didn’t succeed in 
meeting them, but after telephonic communications, they ah 
turned up in my ofitcc at 10 . 30 . I took them to the Saiaj, 
shoved them the Museum, at wliich Hetbett was thrilled; 
after which we called on several of the Ministers, Wc all 
lunched togctlief at my bouse, and Eka and I spent the 
afternoon lying in the garden and talking while Mr. Cooke 
took Herbext and Mary on some wild rounds which they 
appear to have loved. 1 had the Prime Minister to dinnet, 
Sasun Eft!, and J. M, Wilson—most successful. Elsa and 
Herbert arc universally loved. 

On Sunday we sat about in the sun in my ^den till noon, 
when 1 took them for a little sightseeing tn the town and out 
to Kadhimain to lunch with the Mayor, Saiyid Jafar—^you had 
tea wkh him—a nine course lunch* Wc saw as much of the 
moscjuc as one can see. The Sinbads were also of the party 
and home to tea. J afer dined and my Minister, Muza- 
him, and my ca-'Minisier, Sabih Bey. 

On Monday momke they went to Oesipbon and I to the 
ofHce. We all iLmchco at the fiesidcucy. Esrne is back and 
is being kindness itself^ putting her car at our disposal and 
so h>ith. After a tea party with the King, the Richmond 
famil y dined with the A.OJiI., where Herbert is staying, but 
I didn’t go as I felt still luthet shaky. 

On Tuesday Herbert Sew to Kut and back. Elsa and Mary 
went shopping carpets with Elsie Sinbad and Mr. Cooke; 
and wc aii lunched with the Sinbads. Then 1 ^ve a ica*puOT 
attended by to ladies and two of their daughters, at which 
Elsa and Mary shone. I hear it is likely co be the talk df the 
town for the nest month. They dined with Jafor—I didn’t 

This afternoon Elsa, Mary, the King, the Amir Ghari, 
Sabih Bey and I all bad tea with Hap Kaji and walked about 
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his gatiden—a ddidous cntertaininait Saifid Hussain Afoan 
and his wife arc coming to dinner to play Mahfong. Hcfben: 
has flown to Mosul and won’t be bau dll Friday. Geot^ 
amves fioin his notthetn tour to-monow morning and is 
being puc up ai the Residency. 

I fed as I did whm you ii'cre hene that«is atmo^ incredible 
that they should a&ully be in Bagdad, It is also incredibly 
delightf^ Elsa is so delicious aWays. She is ptekiog up 
Axafec and ddights everyone with her eflbm to tdk it. Isn^t 
she wonderfully miick and intelligent! And h has been so 
endlessly en joyable to have her to ralk to. 1 fed as if 1 had 
got things off my mind that had kin on it for months and 
mon^. She is amasingly well—never tked* eats cnoimously 
and is amused fay evetytiting. 

Now f muit go and dress for dinner. 

Ever your very affefUonate daughter, 

GEamuDE. 


To F 3 . Bagimld, N«a. ii, 1914. 

.... To aS TAf Vtr^ {acted by Sybil Thorndike in London] 
really does seem to me to be a supreme adventure. All these 
modem plays arc cagedy borrowed by my colleagues so that 
I scarcely have time to read them myself,... 

I continue to thinlc Elsa perhaps the nicest person In the 
world—don't you. 


To RB. BAcruri. Dse. ], 1914. 

* * + a 

Afeer lunch, while 1 was sitting in my garden, there rolled 
up an American, adviser or ex-aaviser to the U.SJ^. cn the 
subjed of itdgatkin cngineciing and be had jud been the 
gu^ of the Australian and Indian Governments 1 As he 
shook hands with me on the garden path, he observed: ** I 
greet the firft citizen of Iraq." Gratifying, wasn't it. He then 
proceeded to talk as ceaselessly as Americans no, but 3 got a 
word or two in edgewap. Final ty , he said that J.M. (who had 
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sent Iwm to me) had told him I was going to stc the King 
and might he come and present his lespefb I ! was going on 
my way to a Libmy Committee so I took him there (it was 
in Arabic which muit have left him cold) and then 
on to H.M. who received him very gtadously and gave him 
tea, after which he left. 

.,,, I wonder who he reallv is. He was all supetladvcs; 
he had the deeped aiWiratfon for and confidence in my great 
nation; he was convinced that the future of the lra<} as one 
of the leading cotton growing countries was assurra; he 
could scarcely believe that he was teally having the honour 
of spending an Itour with me, etc., etc. 

On Monday—Forget urfaat did, as we used to put in our 
diaries when we were smaU.... 


To F.a B»gi>ao, Ofif. 14 , 19*4. 

Tm going to tty to get a letter through by the spedal 
Xmag mail though 1 doubt whether I shall succeed, for it’s 
fB iintng hard this evening and I don’t chink cars will run 
to*inottow. Anyhow, if it does get through, this is to wish 
you aU a mcity Xmas. 

Fve ju§t had the litdc Amir Ghazi to tea, with his tutor and 
governess. The train and soldiers 1 had ordeted for him ftom 
Haitod’s had arrived laS mail and were presentctk with 
great success. Especially the train. He loves all kinds of 
machinery and in was much deverei about the engine 
than any "of us—found out where the biake was and how to 
make the engine go backwards or forwards. We all sat on )^e 
door and watched it luiining along the rails, following it with 
shouts of joy* Fancy a Utde Mecca child introduced to the 
moft lovely modem toys I. — 


To H3. BAcmn, Cw. lot* igit- 

Your moS beloved letter of Nov. 26 th—Win glad to have 
it—^it made me feel quite warm inside. Fm perfe^y aware 
thar I don’t merit so imich love, but the oiecS thing about 
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love is that you can liave it without merit You otuJriiH 
botli^, darlings about healths You mc pot rcckotung with 
the immense cla&city which conies of beiag evciywheic 
®ound. I shall always be tbm—an inherited, cbaca^riitic t 
and I would rather anyhow, I don’t like fat peopk. I really 
did have a very bard and lonely summne and I suppose it 
tempoiarily sapped my powers of withftanding heai. But 
now all my own fcicnos are back it’s very dilfepmt and if we 
get out shooting at Xmas I shall walk eight honzs a day with¬ 
out nuning a hair. 

p ^ told that Lionel Smith after (Mie of the said 
shooting parties in which Gemude was included said 
that she had outlawed them all in the mattec of walking, 
and was as fresh at the end of the day as when she jtanoal] 


TO H.B. Bagdao, D*t^ ijnj, 1914. 

YeSerday a very in teresting thing happened—I WFcat to see 
the Queen. She’s charming. I’m so happy to say. She has the 
delicate, sensitive Hashinu &ce (she’s his firft cousin, you 
know) and the same winning manner that he has. She had on 
a very nice, long timickcd brown gown by the mins, 
a tong long ^ring of pearls, and a splendid aquamarine pen¬ 
dant, 1 saw the two eldeft giris who ate juSt like her, rather shy 
but eager to be outgoing, one could see, 

WilT you tell Geoffrey Dawson next ritng you see Him that 
it was a great pleasure to meet Mr. Peterson whom T thought 
singularly level and unprejudiced. I’ve no doubt you will 
see some articles from in the Times, They will be worth 
leading. 

Oh dear! isn’t it a dijhcult wozld. 

Fve a growing conviaioo. Father, that I shall not come on 
leave next year. Don’t be disappointed. 

[These are two of the an mial about 

Gertrude’s work sent to the Colonial Office in 19 x 5 ,] 
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To describe Bell u a coo^lete and accurate cdcjrclo- 
piedia on all nuttcis ooncemitig this cooDtiy would be true— 
but toade^atc. Her exteoslvc and detailed knowli^e of 
{u£t bappenings and existing peisonalities is sufficient in itself 
to moke her an invaluable oolleagtte. But beyond ^ this, her 
keen intellcd and her unfailing sympathy for the £bn)geles of 
die i nfant Iraq ftate amble bee to play a pan that et^d 
be played by anyone else, in ensuring not only the doscocss 
but also the cordiality of the lekdons between this High 
Coounissioo (the officials, be they Iraqi or British) and me 
Iraq Oovemment, I cannot adeqoatdy express my gratitude 
for the assistance I receive faom her, « « 

•t5» DOtFBJyiliXiON* 


Miss Bellas extraordinary abilities and sympathies need no 
fiitther testimony ftom me. But I realise them even better 
than I did vear and am &ill mojl giateful 'tn her 6or ^ t hat 
flhe has done during the critical time through which we bare 
been passing, 

H. Dobbs. 
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BAGDAD—^EKGLAND 

Baodas. 191 J. 

.... Fm mrpi«g ovct in my mind whether 1 will or I won^'t 
write the Iraq book for Benn^s Modem World Series. In a 
wild momenr I promised Herben Fisher nine months ago to 
do the volume of the Arab States . A month ago 1 wtom 
said I wouldn*t,,. Whereat from being discoumged tfat^ 
replied th ^ fliat was all tight and wouldn’t I wnte a book 
about the Iraq only. So Fin ra t he r caught for they have al¬ 
ready advertised me ... - and I feel some relufbnoe as to 
letting them down entiielMhough far greater telu^ncc 
10 write tbe book. Xioncl is urging tne to do it, and Tm 
feeling that 1 havener enough time energy or knowledge. Fm 
postponing dmsion £01 a week. 


To H.fl, Baenjuj, /«. 7 /A *9*?* 

Fve had a week with the Queen and her courts c u l mtnahng 
in her fiift reception to-day. On Saturday morning I went no 
to tqlk to her about it and on S^urday afternoon I took 
Esme to see her. 

What with this and with preparing rqxsits for the 
of Nations delegation, Pve been busy* But 1 did ha,Tc ft holjdfty 
tad Friday—the only one of the season. We all went out 
shooting, Baqubah way—^Bernard and Ken and I» CoL Joyce 
and MajorMadcan. We 9aitcd at 6,30 b fteezbg bitter cold 
and when "wc got out into the country it was Sill colder, the 
whole world white with hoar Btoft and all the w’atcts ixote^ 
But wc enjoyed it tremendously'—it looked so lovdy, the 
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giccft palm gaitlcns again^ the white ftoS, We tan to the 
Deat5 to keep oundves wami and wc ictumcd la houia 
Latex with a bag of 150, geese, duck and snipe. 

On New Year's Day, in the intervals of tecd’i'ing the visits 
of Minivers, 1 made a litdc account of the year's ttpendituit. 
I ^ve spent in aU some jTjtSo over and above my salary. Of 
this jTijo (in round figures) is the co£t of living faj^ above my 
salary and another £79 is foods &iom England—ahw cost of 
living, tbetefote. ^90 for books, papers, seeds and bulbs for 
my garden and various little odds and ends of that sort, and 
£160 for clothes—that is to say, gloves, shoes, hats, silks or 
£ruiis for Made to make up, for I have had no new clothes 
from home. On the whole I don't think it has been an ct- 
ttavagatu year—do you ? 

In the ^temoon Utyd Qayton and 1 went to call on two 
Syrian Emilies, foends of his, one O^rifeian and one Moslem, 
but they all live together. It is very inrerefiting, the litdc 
gtoup of Syiians here. They are almost ail in Govt* employ¬ 
ment, Htc Hussain Afbair — a good manv of them are teachers 
in the schools, Tltcy arc making a lime social revolution of 
their own, for the women, even if they are Mosl ems , am 
educated and behave as for as they can like European women. 
It is the thin edge of the wedge and 1 need not say that 1 am 
all in its favour. 

I feel at this moment that I am a little tempted of dkeouxage- 
rnent, as the monk said of St. Francis. 

1 shall love to hear about your Xmas party which was juft 
assembling when you u'rote. 

li is ftill dicadf^y cold and freezing at nights. My o£cc 
is icy and 1 sit arid 'work in a for coat, which doesn't keep my 
feet w arm. 

To P.B. Baguac, /«, ijk, 192j, 

.... But you know, though i love hearing of jc, 1 don’t 
fed that 1 should 6t into an Xmas partv. Fve grown too much 
of a recluse. After ail such years and years as I have Itad of 
being alone arc bound to alter one's cha r after. Not for the 
better, I admit and fear. 
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But there ft is; tf jrou have duldicn and giandchitdjcii 
growing up round you it is very difFcrenc. I haven’t had that, 
raore’s pity.... 

To H.B. Dachas,1911. 

i have had rather an uusatisfaSory week, the icy cold of the 
tecepdon added to the daily j&eoun^ cold of my office having 
been dnally too much. So 1 Stayed indoors sotidiy for 4 days^ 
bored to tears,, and am now praflically all righe There’s a 
great deal too much doing to have anything the matter uith 
one at this moment.... 

The Frontier Commuision arrives to-mocrow.... 


To HJB, Bagsas, Jsh. iitt, 191J. 

Thi* ia gCking to be a very scrappy letter I ^r, for I have 
too mudi to say and too liede time to say it in. It's the Com¬ 
mission which is running us all to death. They arrived on 
Friday.... 

On Saturday Sir Henry sent for me. he sent me straight up 
to the King. 1 found H.M. In the charming domed room he 
uses as an Office, sitting in full Arab dress b^te a bhtaing fire 
(it’s Sib very cold), I gave my message to which he listened 
attentively.... 

As 1 motored back 1 found the Kotah bridge cut and ftood 
in the crowd 10 watch the big launch pass up with Sir Henry 
and the Commission.,,, 

I dined at the Residency—a biggish party and a tail—all 
English. The Dobbses arc being admiiable, they are always 
cheerful and a^>arently amused, and aU (hdr airangemems ^ 
beaurifiiily. Tney had an enonnous reception on Satuit&y 
afternoon for the Bagdadis to meet the Gmunission.. *. 

iutd 

We were jS at diiuiei laS night 1 All the Iraqis appeared 
without a fez. the fidt time 1 ^d ever seen many of them 
bareheaded, li was a prote^ against the Turkish head dress— 
I wonder if they now intend to abandon It altogether, 
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To F,B. Bacdad, fim, tttt, 1911. 

.,.. We arc Still having an anuiing bout of cold wcathct* 
It has fiDisen almost eetuy night tince Xtms and for the hdt 
three nights the terap. has hem doit-o to 18“. By day it’s little 
vhove freezing point with an czemdattng north wind whidi 
cats you like a kt^. The sheffi are dying like flies, the benyon 
trees and sweet limes ate all kiued {I shan’t wear mourning for 
the latter) and all the young orange trees ate dead. The people 
suffer horribly ; the price of food has doubled and twbl^ 
and they are not dad or lodged in a maimer to resist cold. 
Lots of people in the desert and the \'iJlage5 have died. In the 
notth we bear that thctc is deep snow. They say there has 
not been such prolonged cold for 40 or jo jeais. Anyhow, I 
hope it wofi*i happen again in my time fot ir is extremely dis- 
agneeable even if it is salutary for those who have futs and fins 
like me. I live in a fur coat except when Tm sitting before 
fire in tny sitting room. It’s rare in this country to be 
longing for a little sun and warmth. 

We ate living through a very a^tatbg rime, feeling dl of 
us that our destinies ate in the tnektng pot. If good en fry^ out 
of the Ftontict Commission it wiil be mainly due to Sir 
Henry’s cjoiaoidmarilf tafifiil handling and die chaiming 
courtesy with wliich lie and Hsme created them.,.. 

The fiagdadis played up splendidly. On Thursday there 
was a grac Boy Sosut fun&on to which 1 ■went. We wete in 
the teeth of an almoS imendurafalc north w tnrf. There were 
ijoo Iraqi Scouts and all the Scout Masters were Iraqis. It 
was in rite Sarai, the old Turkish military head-quartces. Ail 
the balconies wete crowded with people and the great open 
squ^ too—thc« wete some jooo speflators. Besides the 
ordinary Scout ezcidscs and tent pitchings—which they did 
czttemuy well—they took the opportunity of mcroductng a 
little oarionalia propag^da. They made the Iraq flag in living 
boys dressed in the narional colours, and riicy ^w in chalk 
over the square a huge map of the Iraq, with ftonrieis fbnned 
by a line of boys—ilrctchi^ nottb^ 1 need not say p &r beyoad 
me present boundary 1—and boys with Iraq flags indicating 
the three (owns, Basrah, Bagdad and Mosul. ^ 
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At ibc cad they ItoiStifid the Iraq flag on a tall 3 andar<L 
It was wonderfiiUy mt>ving. Some boys ran forwaid with the 
flag and set it up; then all the boys who catiicd the 
various scout flags ran up and formed a cude round it, wliiJc 
the other boys crowded in in a huge semi-drde, with the 
spe^tots crowding in behind them. When tlte tJuef Scout 
Master broke the flag a huge roar went up &om the boys and 
the oowd and after it h^ died down the Scout Master 
cned out " Three cheers for King Faisal the FirSl I ** Even 
out of doors they made a great souiuL ... 


To H.B, Baguab F<*. 4/A 19ZJ* 

It is a trifle less cold. It no longer &ce2cs at night and the 
sun is hot in the middle of the day, hut the wind is Still bitiei. 
I OUT this aftemoon, fetcli^ a round outside the town 

finally called on my dear hliStiess of the Ceremonies to 
discuss a mourning party which the Queen is to give. It 
appears that you ought to be given the oppommity to ejcprcss 
your sympathy and ask how she is. As soon as the Frrach 
nuns have m^c her a plain white gown—^whtte is Hifaai 
mourning—^wc’re to issue the invitations. 

To HB. Baobab Fth. nth 

This iso*t going to be a very bright letter for I am suflering 
under the shock of a domeftic tragedy with which I feel sme 
you will sympathise—the death of my darling little spanid, 
Peter, and of to mother, Sally, who was Ken’s dog, I don’t 
know which of them I loved mo^ for Sally was with me all 
the sumitiec while Ken was on leave. But I shall now miss 
Peter moft—^be was always with us, in the ofiice and every¬ 
where, ami he adored me, and I him. Sally had a cold a few 
days ago and as Ken was going out shooting with the King 
I offered to take her—^wc ndthec of us, nor the vet, liad any 
idea that it was diftemper which it really was, the ve^ woiA 
tf?nH that ends in pneumonia. Peter caught it and died after 
agonies of Stifled breathing at 4 am. this motning — had been 
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up with him all ivight^— muI Sallf died after the same agoitles 
at j p.to- Keo and I were both with her. So 7011 wdi imdcr- 
9aii<r that I am rather shanurred. Mf whole household was 
affeiied to Tcara-“th£y all loved them. One should not make 
trouble for oneself by imnccessaiy afiedions* should one, but 
without aficfiioxis what would life be ? It is dtfticxdt to know 
where to dtatv the line. 

Well, that’s that.. They ate both buried in my garden.... 

I hope you sue feeling a sense of relief at getting out of the 
tush. Your time on the sea will be very good fot you, and 
bow nice it will be seeing Eki—mv dear love to her. TcU 
her a^ut Sally and Peter j she will be sotiy for me, 1 know. 

Xo F.B, BAnnAo F**, tSfi, 191 j. 

Thank you so much for rite Cross Puzzle book. 1 have 
cracked my brain over it a little, with nmdt amusement, and 
Tin gomg to bring ir out on some suitable occasion at tny 
parties. ... 

Wc have had very heavy nin and on Friday afternoon I 
home to find tny sitting room mote Mke a shower bath 
than anything else. You who live in solid houses don’t know 
what the viassitudes of the weather really mean. However, 
the sun rjuyig out on Saturday and the world has dried up 
wondetfiiUy faSt. It is beginning to fed like spring though it 
is j^ ill vciy cold at mgbt. • < • 


To HB. BaGuan Fti. it/# 

,, , . It did tain t On Fritky my roof, having been opened 
up ^ the ftofts. gave up the game and I came home after 
lunch to find my sitting room more like a shower bath than 
anything else. However, fortunately the rain ceased about j 
and next day there was sun in which to dry the carpets. The 
world has dried up wonderfully fa^.... 

1 have been fecliog dreadfully mopish about my poor little 
dogs, spcdally Peter, because I miss him dancing round me 
all day. Everyone has been moSt kind and sympathetic.... 
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To Frf. tuK 

. * * . Even thoufih I have been a mvt. servant for 9 veaxs 
I continue to be mssppomted by me slowness with which 
offidaJ wheels grind,.,. 

To F.B. Bacoao, fa 15/^, i ^t . 

. I went to the Palace and fii^ of all looked at thcchii- 
dtetb—Gfaaid in a fearful (ig because he bad his lesson in 
developing photographs in the developing box I bad given 
hint He reuly is a nice little boy. He tushed and brought me 
a ciiair and said in English ** Please sic down.” The two jmiIs 
were having a music u^soo. And then we went to see Gnaai 
having a writing lesson in his own little house. He is making 
a gaioenj digging and planring in it himself and much pleased 
with it. Altogedier I ^d a very pleasant impression.., . 

Sunday was a delicious spring day. We lunched in the sun 
on the river hank. Tlie peasants were all planting their sum¬ 
mer vegetahlcs. The whole family turns out for the day; the 
babies lie in the furrows and the do^ sit by, [A dinner 
followed by Bridge.] f introduced the Cross Puzric book and 
lltyd became so wrapped in it that he could scucely remember 
what was trumps. It is very cotcitaining. 

To H,B. Basoad, Monk ijtj. 

I got in fconi Ur at 6 ajn. this morning and not having slept 

in the train, I slept all this afictnoon till 6- 

Our excavations this year, without being so sensationally 
fTcririog as they were (aSt year, have been extmmely good and 
there w'crc some wonderful objefis to divide. The division 
was rather difiBcult but 1 think J.M. and i were very £rir and 
reasonable—I hope Mr. Woolley thinks the sarnc. 

1 do miss roy Peter so. I longed for his little cheerful 
presence when I went 10 Ur. He would have loved that boring 
journey—so many dogs to look at out of the window,,. . 

H.M.G, has appointed the Financial Commission to enquire 
into the finance of Iraq—^KUton Young and Mr, Vemon (the 
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kttet financial advjsci to the CoL Office). They anive on 
March T5ih. Excellent, we think, and it really loo^ like 
ness. Our spidts are all going up. 


To BaghaDi AiitffS 19^1- 

.«.. It has been a good season, though not so sensational 
as ha year, but Sill there were some wondcriul finds, rather 
mote tufficiilt than usual lo divide. Tliis year I left the great 
piece to them — it is a htmc &dc with amazingly interesting 
relief, hut as it was all in foments and needed a great deal of 
eaxt^ tecpnSlni&ion, which we can’t do here, f thought it 
was in the Intere^ of sdence to Jet it go to some hig museum 
— the British Museum or Pennsylvania—where it can be pro* 
periy treated, .,, 


ToH3. Baoiwjj, ifJarrb ii/i, i^Xf. 

h . . . Upon my soul I almo^ wish thete weren’t a desert 
route—it brings silly females, ail with Introduftions to me..., 


To F.B, Bagdad, Aiarth itth^ tjij. 

.... I spent Sunday motning rearranging the Museum b a 
horrible du^ Aonn which prevented J.M, and me from 
makmg a brief archaeological espedition by train that night. 
It was lucty we decided not to go as the train was held up by 
fioods which wrecked the line and k oevet got finywheic,... 

Esme leaves next week to my great regret—she docs m^e 
such a difictwicc. We ail Io.vc her. Sir Henry and she and I 
went for a little walk yesterday alon^ the river bank where it 
was not too muddy, and it was so mce. It’s a great pity that 
Esme won't be here to entertam the secretarids of flate. 


To H,B, Badhajj, Marth iS/i, jyij. 

.,., HUtoa Young has come faringiDg me a letter from MoU, 
He was to have dined with me the day alter his arrival, but 
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the High Commissioner pinched him. He i$ comine nen 
Sun^y. Everyone Likes aim, I bear, bat he is gravakd 10 
inTcnt anv Tvay to make our budget balance foe me next few 
years. . .. 

To H-B. Bacsdad, ManA 19*5. 

Uncle Lyulph's death came in Rcutew yedtenky—I fed 
very sad about ti. It makes a great hole in the family, doesn't 
it.., , [This was Lord Sheffield.] 

J.M. and I had a pleasant night at Kish, did our work ana 
got safely back without motor accidents, contrary to our 
habit. digging this year has been ra^ct disappotntingjp 
nothing but grave finds, good of their kind but not sp^ally 
important. £)ne gets bGsiSe about small Sumerian objew 
which were osxcc so cxcidtig and I do wish the Mcictits hadti t 
used so many copper pins. They are very dull In a cuiscuin. 
1 spent moft of Sunday morning arranging them, with Ma¬ 
dame La Ca^ to help me.... 

On Siindi^y siftcnioon Ken and I took Hilton ^ o^jR 
some marshes near the Batjuba road to see birds. That was 
very nice. The birds played up and 1 brought out tea— 
pinlv in your thermos which is ftill one of the mainSays of 
eii^bmce-^-and Hilton Young was delighrcd and delightful. 
Chiefly we ate busy p^aiing for die Secretaries of State 
who arrive lo-monow. There are to be no end of funaions 
fior them. 


To F 3 , Bachad, Mont Ajri, iJat- 

,.., The Secretaries of State arrive to-morrow and we seem 
to spend out rime in the office making atmngemenra for t^r 
parties and sightseeings. I hope they will be as as Mr. 
Hikon Young, who is charming. We all loved lurtL leU 

Molly.... . i- j » 

J.hL and 1 had a pleasartr night at Kish. The finds aom t 
very good, at least, they are go^ of their kind bur if s rather 
a bo^g kind, nothing of any great importance. I have a 
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feeJing rhM Kish is not going to yield much and I am Sony 
for the excavator. Air. Macl^y» who ii Looking very w^efl 
and without much to ieward him. . . . 

Yes, Pm sure the soapdet^ns will be nice [at Rounton] 
if the peacocks don't sit on them. 

ToH.B. Bacuaij, Afiri/uf, 

1 fed that 1 have been addressing myself to the winds and 
waves for a long time; I wonder when I shall get your 
letter from Auftnilia. 

Wc have been lematkably busy with societaries of. itatc. 
They arrived la^ Thursday and Imei them at lunch on Friday 
and carried offMr. Amcry in the afternoon to loot at birds.... 
They ate all very sjmpamectc and I do like Sk John Shuck- 
bu^h so much... , 

C 5 n Montlay we began again with an oJ5daI at the 

Residency to meet the Secretaries of State and the Cabinet..,, 
And on Tuesday cvciyooe flew away to htosul except Sk 
John who has flayed to ^dy our didtculrics and sec what he 
can do to hdp,,.. 

ToF3. BAtmAD, 

-.. The description of Uncle LyuJph's funeral was so 
t^ching and beautiful. I can't fa piduce the didleience that 
his death makes b the family—f did catr for him so much. 

I have had lathcr a tushkig week. The Ministerial party 
came back from their northern tour on Saturday. The Prime 
Minister gave an oSidal dinner for them that nighi, 1 had a 
dinner for Sk John Shuckburgh on Sunday ana another for 
Mr. Amcty on Monday.... 

To-morrow wc go oS for a three dap’ EaSrr |aunt, Ken 
aiui Lionel and I, to U kha i dh ir. J.M. was to have come but 
can't get away. Air; Cooke b coming in his place. I haven't 
been to Ukhaidhir since 1911. 

The SecrccariM of State flew down to Basrah to-day. ! 
feel sure that their visit has been very uscfriJ an d advantageous, 
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but I sban’t be soriy to tdapw into a mote humdrum exi^ce 
whoa they go omet week.,,. Natumlly, 1 have had aothing to 
do with their coufcreiides; 1 have only heard the hopes and 
fears which they evoked in subscqucDt whocs. 

There was a terrific du&. itoim week after which the 
tempciaturc feU to lower than it should nonnally be and we 
ali shivered* 

What a tale about Father's nearly missing his hoM at 
Ceylon! Haven’t heard from him yet &om Australia—it’s a 
terrific way ofi, isn't it. 

To RB, Bagdau, ApfH M, 1915. 

1 seem to be much busier outside the office than in it and Fm 
going to write to you this mommg while Fm waiting for 
more files to turn up. The Secretaries of State were to have 
come back from their northern flights laSt Friday* but the 
whole country was wrapped in the moSt terrific dnft Storm- 
like a yellow London fog, we worked in the moming by 
ele&ric light—and they were delayed in Kirkuk.... 

Mr. Ainery*s knowledge is cncydopa^c—he acquires it 
with extraordinary qjeed and never forgets urhat he has once 
acquired. He Is not the IcaSt a pedant; what be knows, he 
knows quite naturally and simply.. ■. 

To H.B, B agoao, April i j th r^aj * 

[The Eaitcr jannt ” to Ukhaidir to which she iiad 
bc^ looking forward.] 

It made me feel taffier ghoSUike to be in these pkc« apin, 
with such years between, and 1 was glad I wasn’t there alone. 

Next day we motored back to Bagdad, lunching on the 
bank of the Euphrates under willow trees. 

The Secretaries of State also returned from Basrah that day 
but I did not sec them on Suntky* which f spent partly at the 
Museum in the morning and rioing after tea, with the usual 
Bridge party at night* ^ 

Yesterday morning the Sc^ctaries of State flew away m 
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cicmds of and iHory and we all went down to the acro- 
dionie to bid them And then, though relieved, we 

fell a little dat! But there*s no doubt that their visit has done 
goo(L I loTcSir John and Mr, Amery. The Utter disttn- 
^shed himself by convemng in Turkish which he hadn’t 
done since 1898 1 ... 


ToP,B. 


Bso&ad, April 191$, 


The Secretaries of State left on Toesdaj’* I went with Mr, 
Amciy to the Museum on Monday morn in g and on the way 
back he said very satisiaaoty things, Re said he had been 
much Struct by the admitabic relations between the Britiab 
oiHctals and the Arabs, and thought the former had done 
wonderful work and that the whole adminiantion was much 
better than he espefted. I was s'cry glad because 1 fck that he 
was giving praise where it was due.... 

I really am surprised that The Verge was a success on the 
a^c—I should have thought it would ha\-e been too bc- 
wildenng. - ., 


To Hn, BiooiD, «, 1915. 

! am very much intercaed by your accounts of the fifth 
oontoeot and its inhabitanis, but what you say o^tifimis my 
feeling that I should never want to go there or to sec them ^ 
home* But 1 like hearing about them from you. It mu^ be 
horrid to have to cook one’s own dinner always—it would be 
homder to eat always the one I shottld cook, I’m bound to say. 

As for my plans, Tm thinking of coming home for a couple 
of montbs towards tbc end of July, so as to have two pcacefol 
months at Rounton, if I drop into the end of a London season 
I rush about so and not very reSfuJ. So hatting accidents! 
that is what b in my mind..,. ^ 

In the evening we were mainly cngaced in canvassing the 
^ts of a little block and white puppy which Col, Prescott 
had omed me. She ought to have bera a spaniel but she has 
got railed up whh an Airedale and has the oddril little ugly 
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pathetic face and very *po!{)|!rtic msmnets, Tvc hci so 
fei on appro. She is sinpnlady mtcUipcnt and al^dr has a 
passion for me, 'I'he servants all call her Fetcr so Tve called 
her Petra*—my poor Peter i 

We liavc 1 x^ Itavinc odd weather—violent dust stomw 
at die end of last week and on Sunday night a terrilic thunder* 
stonn and hcavv rain which sent the tempcianiric down with a 
hump. Very nice that was. l,^t. and I had got permission 
from the A,V-M. to go up to Kithuk hr air mail in order to 
see a little cxcavatinn which is being done there under the 
auspias of the Museum We went yesterday morning and 
came teck this tnotning—hour! up and i hours dow^i^ 
with a frij]f>wing wind. 1 like Hying. Tlw only ‘ oontrciemps 
W33 that thev forgot to pur my little valise into die plane 
and I arriveiJ witn nothing. However, my hostess, Mrs, 
Miller (Chpt. Millet is Athninistrative Inspeitor) lent me 
brushes a p H combs and things, and once you have made up 
your mind that you havt no luggage, it is rather an ciduJatating 
feeling. 

We got in about 10.30, saw some things in the town th^ 
we wanted to sec and after lunch went out to the dig which is 
being very well done by a certain Dr, Gikra, an Italian 
professor of Assjttology at an American University. It's a 
villi, a house belonging to some wealthy private person who 
lived about 800 H.c, Chim has found mass« of tablets 
from which we hope that we shall ulrimately piece ttigethcr 
the stori' of the family. It's a comfonablc house with a bath¬ 
room, i[iat and cold water laid on, so to spe^ {we found and 
traced the drain svhiie we were there), nice big rcccpaon 
rooms, a paved ctmrt and all you could wish. Ft was very 
intcrening and tiic country round Kirkuk looked so agreeable 
with scarfw rammeuiuj on the edges of the green badey 
6clds. It was delightfully cold too. - - • . 

The King has asked me to go out to his fana near Khana- 
ain for a couple of days during the holidays at the end of Rama- 
ohan. They begin on Ffiday or Samrdav but as H.M. wants 
to leave on Friday afternoon T cspc& tncy will continue to 
sec the new moon on Thursday. I shall go, 1 think i a couple 
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uf cbys out of doois v'ould be ^ood find it doesn^c took aa if 
it would be too hot. 


ToiLB. RajOClAU, Aprif 

We had some emotions as to the beginning of the Id, 
On Thursday night no one knew whedtet the moon bad liecn 
seen nor whether tltcre was an Id and a Jevee and a dcpartuFC 
to the King's farm (for me) ncsi day. At 11 p.m. the guns 
announted the Id, for the)’ bad managed to get the moon seen 
at sunset but it had taken the Qadht all those hours to make 
sure that the witnesses had spoken iruc. 

1 hopped up at 6 to get Znpt and tny baggage off lo the 
station and at 8 behold me at the King's' ievee, i then in the 
course of an hour visited all the Miniftets and the Naqib, 
went home and got into countiy clothes and at lo was picked 
up by H.M. at the station near n^ bouse. We went up by 
trollcj''—^thc pmy was H,M., Naji Suwaidi, a Chamberkin 
and an A.D.C. The King's farm is a little to the N,W, of 
Kh^^qin, We got to the nearest point to his tents at a, 
havipg had an cxccUenr lunch in the ttolky, found hoi^ 
waiting imd rode up through the fields to the tents, about 
xo minutes away. It was so hcavetdy to be riding through 
grass and flowers—^gardens of parpfe salvk and blue borage 
and golden mullein, with scarlet ranunculus in between. 
AftCT tea we went out for a walk through the crops, H.M- 
eejoidng over his splendid hemp and barley and wheat — 
they were splendid, T mu^ say, Atra then we sat in the pleasant 
dark rill dinn^, after which we all went to bed, Zaya had 
arrived by this rime and I had all my camp ftimtture In an 
enormous tent—^nnfottunately I shared ic with inmrrnpnKij* 
sand flies. Pem had come with me; she enjoyed lieisclf 
enormously and behaved not too badly for one so young. 
She is ^ing to be a nice little dog.... 

We le afier dinner, lltyd, J Jl. and 1 riding for half an hour 
to the ftarion through bbek night on a path which plunged in 
and out of the tedgarion canals. 1 had Petra on my saddle 
bow — ^he proved an excellent rider but it was fright rather 
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fKan which hepl hci quiet I think* We succeeded in 

catclting the min iftcr missing our way several times and got 
safely to Bagdad neat moming. It was a vciy nice Id, 

Hilton Voung has presented bis report and gone, I read 
the report this morning. It’s admirable. There ate oo mitadcs, 
jii5t good sense and hdpful advice lo both Goveipments, but 
if it is followed we ought to get on to oui feet in a year or 
two,... 


To P.B. Bagoao, j4pti/ 

Youx visit to Newtimbet sounds delightful but it wasn’t 

nicer tlian my visit to the King’s farm la£t week-It was so 

dclidous, grass and wild flowxts everywhere; you can’t 
rhlnt; what that was Uke aher the arid desert round Bagdad. 
The farm is juft under the Persian hills with lovely views b 
all diredions. On Saturday mtjmbg Uiyd Qayton amved by 
tT^in and on Sunday J. IVL Wilson, so we made a regular 
house-party. We walked and rode and motorc^ look^ at 
all the crops, settled where the house is to be built (he is Still 
b tents) and where the roads arc to be made and we were 
very peaceful and happy. It is very dclighthd bcir^ with die 
King up there: he is a pedeft boSt and he puts politics out of 
his bead and becomes the country gentleman very ^ntcntcdly. 
It is excellent for him that he should have a place of his own to 

f o to and when the little house b built it be even betiM. 

or though ir is very pleasant to be in terns at this m o ment , m 
anodicr week or so it will be too hot. Even to-day I had a fan 
m my office for the time. We got back on Monday mgm- 
me and were very sorry that it was over. ... 

Now 1 must go up and see the Queen about her washing sUk 
dres^. Those sent by Moll are a great success, rvewritt^a 
long cambling letter to Father about the vbit to the farm think¬ 
ing it would Kguilc him on the ship and diat’s why this one 
to you is ratbci scrappy. 1 shall he glad when my Events are 
happily ceumted I 1 naiesiy they wilt too. 


732 


BAGDAD-ENGLAND 


2 t : 36 


To P-B> BAOtxAfi, fi/jJ, i^ij* 

,,,, Yes, I think dotbcs aic hightful, or at Icail tiey offer 
opponumties for frightfiiJness,.. * 


To FA BACikAiji, Mm^ t^h, 

> > . I There Ims been a oice, very young GuarHs man here, 
Mr. Codiingtoa. I have juft been showing him some of the 
sights of the town.. ^. 


To F3. *3^^# *5*3* 

Wc have had x week of very disagreeable wearho; not 
hot—not for us; it’s raidy too—but south wind and doud 
and heaviness and du^t It takes ail the ftiffcnincoui of you, 
On Saturday night k suddenly became wonderful ftesh for % 
few hours and we made the moft of them by going out to the 
Karradah ^dem and dining on Haji Naji’s rooC Ken and 
Dtyd and Dond and L He gave us a very good ^imct— 
toaft fish and chicken and rice and ail the di^ent kinds of 
vegetable he grows on bis &im, and ftuit* After dinner wc 
lay cMi his cushioned benches under the moon and talked to 
one another while Haji Naji and a fiicnd bubbled with oar- 
ghilehs.,. * -i' 


*** BaCDAD, jU^f toti, 134 J. 

The chief news thb week is that which you already know 
namely that the Council of the League will not receive the 
report of the Frontier Commission till the Autumn session 
Last night juft as night fdl wc were enveloped in 1 raih^g 
duft ftoim; the suhsequent night was disgufting, the wind so 
hot that one couldn't sleep out of doors and the house so 
ftuffr that one could scarcely sleep inside. Weather of this 
kind cannot be described; it must be cxpcricnattl 
So xs hmt goes, it has not been bad-^aly once over 
100 I think—but south wind and duft ftoims have been un- 
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usuaU? ffecfacnt ind they take the ftiffenin^ oat of you mofe 
than tieat,,,. 

fm not wtitiog to father this snrek. It Is a comfort he b 
coining nearer. AibtiaIJa is dreadfully fax away isn’t tt. 

Thank havcut 1 bear that Cook is opening an offioe here so 
that I shall no longer be the sole agent for touri^.... 


To ILB. Bacoai}, /mr lotfi, T9«). 

We ate in the thick of cledions and so ht the results arc 
more than reasonably good. The eledots choosing decent, 
solid men. I don’t think the House vth meet tilJ the autumn; 
the budget is not ready and cannot be pxepaced until a dedsioit 
on the HUton Young report has been taken by both goTcm- 
ments, so dicse’s nothing for it to meet about.... 

Now I’m going to swim. Petta is a great swunming dog 
and loves it. She is a de\'cr little thing but not a$ nice as Petet. 

Are you glad to be home and to see so many of your family } 
Yon didn’t say whether you saw Elsa in Ceylon t^ time. 

To ILBw BaOdaSi /am 17/S, 19*). 

.... On Monday the Queen asked me to come and take a 
stroll on the bank opposite the palace, I amved about j.ij 
and we spent half an hour in desultory talk. Then I suggested 
that we should cross over the eiver, out their launch was out 
of order $0 at 6 I insisted on going over in a boat. Mme. 
Jaudat, the Mistress of the Ceremonies had meantime arrived 
with her little boy, and wc all went over, the two girls, Ghazl, 
Miss Faidcy, H.M. and L On the other bank 1 foi^ that 
leisurely preparadons for a large meal were going on, in¬ 
cluding a pile of fish waiting to be toasted . . , , and fi^y 
about 7 a son of high tea was ready, sandwiches and n^t 
fish and cakes. And as it was a very pleasantly cool evening 
it was agreeable to sir there and cat., . . 

To HJB. Baccao, /iett lyt). 

It was very nice to gn your letter home of June nth and 
Mother’s of June toth in which she says she is suffering so 
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from the heat. I know vhat will happen—bf the rime I get 
bojrte it will be icj and will letndn so for the two months of 
mr leave. And ptobabiv rain all the rime. However pcriiaps 
that wiU be a pleasant aiacge. 

I was cut to the bean airout Andiony. fBrig. Gen. Hon, 
Anthony Henley, who had died suddemy la Roununia.] I 
hope you will give me some news of $ylt^ 

An inteiefiiag man came to sec me on Monday, one Pemot. 
He Is editor of the Revue des Deux Mondes ana is making an 
eahau^ve cntpiirv for it and for the Debats into the ^te of 
Moslem feeling towards the WcS.... 

Politically we are in full crisis.,,. On the whole the country 
is all in favour of Stability. It’s a pity that here as dsewhete the 
economic Stringency presses.... so gtcatly. Trade is at a low 
ebb and a bad harve^ has made dungs specially difficult. 
Goodbye, dcarcS. There’s a despatch wairing to be urtitten 
fot Sir Henry. 

[Gettiude came on leave this year and arrived in Lott- 
don on July 17th. She was in a condition of great 
nervous fatigue, and appeared exhausted menrally and 
physically. Sir Thomas Faikihson, M,D,, our old and 
valued friend as well as our doSor said tb^t she was in a 
conditloQ which required a great deal of care and that 
she ought not to return to the eli mare of Bagdad. Dr. 
Thomas Body, MXl., of Middlesbrough who saw her 
when she went north took the same view. OnG eEtrude's 
way thiou A London she saw Mrs. W,i, Courtney, who 
came to mne one night at 9j Sloane Street with bet 
and her &^cbet. She a few m i mi tes private talk with 
('Its. Courtn^ and asked her to suggest something that 
she could do if she remained in F-n gHnd , Mrs. Courtney 
wrote a few days later suggesting that Gertrude should 
Stand for Parliantent. The following letter is the reply.) 


735 



LETTERS OF GERTRUDE BELL 


I9«5 


To Mit. W, L. CocitTNET. 


HotSt'TOK Gmmcc, NOK'THAUEKtOM, 4. 


Yoo »EAH AND BEIjOVED JanCT, 

No, rm aftaid you wUl ocurcr see me to the Houic- I have 
an mvifidbJc hatred of Lhar kind of politics and if you knew 
bow little I should be fitted for it you would not give it 
another thought—though it is delightful of you, all the 
10 think of it, I have not, and I have never nad the quiekness- 
of thought and speech which could fit the dash of parliament; 
I can do my own job in a way and explain why I thm k that the 
right way of doing it* but I don’t cover a wide enough field 
and my natutil desire is to slip back into the coi^ftablc 
arena of aichzology and history and to take only aa oolooker’‘s 
intcic^ in the contest over act^ aHalrs. 1 know I could not 
enter the lists* apart from the faft that it would make me su- 
prerody inisctablc. 

1 shall hope to see you in London before I leave—^that will 
be about the end September. Fot I think I muSt certainly 
go back for this winter, though I privately very mudb doubt 
whether it won’t be the kSL 

Goodbye* my dear, and don^t forget that Tm ever your 
very a£€aiomce 


Gertkuob. 


[Gertrude came to Rounion* for a while* much en- 
joybg her own gardens, and grew gradually better there. 
Site dicn went to Say in Scotland with Mr. and Mrs. 
Lionel Dugdale at thw shooting box, where the a£ec- 
donatc solicitude with which they suuoundcd her went 
far to complete her cure. 


We all fdt afier this last visit of Gemude to 
that she bad never seemed more glad to be with us all* 
never more afifedionate and delight to all her Yorkshixe 
surroundings. It was a solace to her when the time 
for her return to Bagdad at the beginning of October to 
have the company of her cousin Sylvia (Horn Mrs. 
Anthony Henley) for whom she cared very muck,] 
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To FB, tadf 

.... You maSt think of us a.s v«y happy toucher—I can't 
too gbd I'vie got Sylvia. She is an endiandog travd- 
Img compaaion. 1 t!w Great Piandolfo in the train yes* 
icimy and. began Black Oxen—both very good.... 


To FLB. Or/, 

-Sylvia's delight b everything has been such an added 

wst—she has never been on a sea vovage before and her 
tntei^ culminated when Captain S. too 4 us on to the bridge 
laSt night and showed us the Stars through a sextant, ... 


To HJB. Haifa, JJtJ- 

Here wc arc nearly at the end of a rather tiresome slow 
journey which would have been mote than tiresome if it had 
not been &>r Sylvia's delight in all the places wc touched at. 

.... [They go on shore at JaiEij.,. . 

Wc went on shore after break& 5 t and drove our to the new 
Jewish suburb^ the inhabitants of which subsist I understand 
on taking in one another's waslung. It looked a pootish place 
— on the outskirts gaunt new houses were being run up on 
the sand. These arc let out room by room, at exorbitant 
ratK, to Jewish immigrants. Gladly wc drove back to JaJft 
which is however, also submerged by Jews. Ai ba wc got 
out of them to a delightful little Palestinian hotd by the sea 
at the extreme southern end of the town — is to the nordi. 
We lunched happily on a balcony and on our way back 
walked through the old Arab town, a tiny medieval place with 
narrow streets, half arched over, climbing up and down a hill. 
It was the first really Eastern place which Sylvia had seen and 
she loved it. So did L Thar night we pb^^ bridge with a 
brother ami sister called Kcimedy—he is in Posts and Tek* 
graphs here. Before parting we arranged to meet on shore 
at j p.m, to*day so that he should take us in his car on to 
Mount Carmel. Accordingly we Stayed on board till aftw 
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lunch, but when vc proposed to go on shore wc found that 
wc had not ^ot the necessary docutncnw fot landing, the 
Customs Ofitcer haviaB disappeared before we were up. 
The policcimn left in charge doggedly rc&aed to allow oui 
boat to put off—we were a loi^ way ftom the shore. However, 
I c3]oIca the Arab boatmen and they took us away under the 
eyes of the indignant policeman* On the pier we met the 
Kennedy3 and between us persuaded the English Cusiona 
House man to mve us our permits and forgive our boatmen. 
We had a dcligh^ drive on Carmel and foam the top saw 
the heights of Gilead, across Iordan. On the way back we 
topped at the Monastery and at that moment a Camielite 
monk came out of the door. " That's Father Lamb,” said 
.Nfr. Kennedy, “ the Fatbec-Superior.” Wjth tiiat 1 went 
boldly up and said who 1 was—of course be bad bard of me 
from the Caimclites at Bagdad. Our success was complete 
when Sylvia anno u n ced hetselt to be the niece of Monsignor 
Algernon [Staalcy]. Nothing would satisfy Father T but 
to take U5 all about himself, into Elijah's cave, into the garden 
(where Sylvia made him pose fora picnuc with the monastery 
behind him) and 6nalLy up to the guest rooms to give us a glass 
eff Cannd liqueur. We parted in warm frifndsbip anef the 
Kennedys drove us back to the port where we found out 
boatmen waiting. * . . 

[They finally land at BeyroutJ, 


BEYRotrr, Ott lath, 

The French C.G.S*, Commandant Deutz, has tdrohone 
to ask if he may come and see me. 1 met him at Bagdao, a very 
inteUigeot, lib^'ininded man- , . * 

We went to the Amedcan College—exquisite place. The 
Dodges were out, but I introduced myself to one of the pro¬ 
fessors and we ran to ground Sabah son of Nuri Pasha, who 
rushed to greet me as soon as he saw me and asked me to take 
a tetter to his fitdicr. While 1 was waiting for the letter to be 
wiJtten Sylvia vent to see the hoapital* Several oduar Iraq 
boys came and greeted me—one the n^hew of the Naqib. 
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They »11 came over ten days ago and the road is quite safe. 
Then we went to the Museum where I senr in my card to the 
Dirc&or, i'lc came and showed us over and opeiied for us 
the safe which contains the famous golden treasum of Byblos 
—about ijoo B,c. Mo£ 1 inteccstiiig, but what intetes^ me 
more were the saxirophagi with Phttmeian inscriptions said to 
^tc the 4th mifirnniiim B,e, That’s as early as our cariieft 

inscriptions from U^r.... 

Oh it's fim to be me when one gets to Asia—tbere’s no 
doubt of it* . 

.... Got to Bagdad at 11 .)o, in thick winter clothes vdih a 
temperature of 90, S. went straight off to the Residency and 1 
home where I wu greeted lapcuitmaiy by my serviuits, Marie 
nctfbimcd ptodigi^ of unpacking and by one o’clock 1 bad 
had a bath and got into a cotton gown..,. 

This is eery much potted news I have no time for more 
except to say that the Iraq and its rovemment ate being 
models of orderliness and wisdom and that Sir H. hopes 
to get home on leave at Xmas. 


To H.B. BacoAO, Ootitr 14/*, rjaj. 

It has been so wonderful odming back h rfe For the firS" 
two days I could not do any wntfc at all in the offi^ because 
of the uninterrupted streams of people who came to see me. 
" Light of our eyes/’ they said, ^ Light of our eyes/’ as they 
kissed my hands and made aimojl absurd demonstrations oTf 
ddight and affedion. It goes a little to the head, you know— 
I akao£l began to think 1 were a Person. 

Sylvia also came to dine.,,, On Friday she moved over 
to me. She has Marie’s room whidi we have made very 
cotnfoitablc and Marie sleeps in the garden room—the 
si tong room when you were here. My household are thriJfed 
to have her and put themselves in four to serve her... , 

On Saturday afternoon we annexed hir. Warner (our ttaveh 
ling oompamn who is on his way to the Tehetan Legation) 
and took him off to call an Haji Naji. Haji Naji took us 
through all the orange gardens, loaded us with fruit and 
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flowers and gave ns lea and oofiee. It was so ddtdous—Sylm 
loved ir.... 

I called on all the MinistciSt found them all in their ofliees 
and had a most sadsfactorf talk with each one of them; tbejr 
arc worn to a shadow whit with having to dt in PaHiamcni 
all the morning, ^ through thek ofiice work heiween ta and 
4 and dten aitcna a meenng of the Govemment party to settle 
the line which is to be taken next day in the hoQse. But the 
system is working cxcelicndy. . . . 

They have almt^ got through the work of the preliminary 
session (^c budgtt) and hope to adjourn ncsi week. The 
new session meets on NavemDer i but their scheme is to open 
it formally and then prorogue for a month or € weeks. 1 
devoutly hope they will for 1 £nd the compiladon of the par- 
liameotary reports from the very bad reports in the vemacu- 
Ear papers a moit exhausting business. One begins by reading 
all the papers through and then one compiles a composite 
report ^wn from ^ four. 

On Sunday aftetnoon Sylvia and I went to the races. It 
was excessivdy hot—it has been over 90 every day since we 
came back—and S. wasn’t feeling very fit, though she would 
not hear of not going..,. 

She was looking quite enchandng in a black and wWte 
muslin gown. She creates a sensadon in Bagdad society 
whenever she appears. H.E. brought us back and sat talking 
for a bit. Sylvia then went to rc£t and read while 1 latddcd 
some of my gradually diminishing pile of papers. At 7,30 I 
went in aud Ibimd her very unwell and in great pain. 1 sent 
at once for a Doctor; Sinbad is Ml away but I got hold of 
Woodman whom we both like very much. Her temperature 
was 104 1 


To H.B, 6x0040, WK I9<^ 

On Monday mornmg S. was better. I saw her Doctor before 
I went to the ofitce and heard that be considered her malady 
to be nothing but the usual sort of internal upset that almost 
eveiy ncwcomec goes through bcfi>ie they settle down to 
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Bagdad. IVe no doubt the unaccustoined h«t had something 
to do with it. 

(Aftci this, Sylvia bui ups aod downs of health, 
although able at intervals to (oin in sedng the pcopie 
and the sights of Bagdad all of which she enjoyed very 
much. It was finally decided that ilie ought nor to re¬ 
main in tlie East, and she ictunud to England in Novem¬ 
ber, 192}, to Gtrtnide’^s great disappointment.] 

Sir Henry has written a quite admimbte report 00 the his- 
toiy of the country since 1910—caldng it up where roy wtiiie 
paper left it. The C.O. is going to publish it and you muSt 
read it at once. There Is a re^y beautiful page about Sir 
Perq- with a very gtattful motion of me at the end. For 
once in my life I have liked being mentioned by name as part 
of Sir Percy’s matciiaJ. ... 

.... no* railway discussions can’t be very cheerful at this 

junaiLre. I do wish you hadn't such borrid chidgs to do_I 

feel a real compiin£lion ai having such nice ones to do mysdf. 

.... On Sunday morning I didn't go out—fiir from it. 1 
had breakfast in bed and tried to make believe that 1 wasn't 
an overworked OdcniaJ secretary. I wrote a remarkable 
memo. DO tdbal customs, the second. I had spent all Satur¬ 
day morning over the fir^ at the office, 

.... In spite of all I have said of my activities in the office 
you must please rtmembet that I am aoc a Person._ 


Bagoad. Nw. ijti, T91J. 

On Sraday the King at faSt arrived, Ken took Sylvia and 
me to the aerodrome where all high dignWies and notables 
were assembled. We waited there for about j of an hour but 
it was very amusing talking to ail the people. At n H,M.'s 

convoyed by 9 httle pUncs, a most 
bca^td spe&de. and made a perfea landing, drawing up 
daftly oppowte the reception tents. HJL. 2 ald and Gha 5 
wmt forward to greet ^ as he stepped out. the Minisicrs, 
Aavtsets and 1 followed, and out he came looking very well 
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and veif much pleased while the British guard of honour 
plavcd the Arab national nme. It woi immensely efFeaive 
and has made a deep unptession here oa the Arab mind. 

Having made rav curtsey 1 retired into the background 
while sat in lus tent and received die nocahlcs. S. and 
I droTC ^hind his procession with Ken to the end of the town 
to see the deootanotis and the crowdi There is no doubt he 
has come back with a large and s hinin g hab... 

fQ BACoan, Nm. 1911. 

♦,,. The two Arnedcans dined wi± Mr. Edwards who 
j j ^ very amateuxi Atter dinner we three examined 

pottery which they had picked up on the tcBs near Khabur, a 
northern tributary of the Euphrates. Vm going to bore you 
by telling you that a lot of it was our oldest Sumerian duff 
which we have got both tn the Southern Delta and round 
Kirkuk, all of which mwins chat the earliest Sumerian dvili- 
mkm (circa 5300 a.c. a date well OTihln the margin) covered 
the whole area of the two rivers. Some other pottery they had 
obvioiuly much later, which they could not place. I bad a 
vague idea that 1 knew it. 1 got down one of the Hcrtzfcld’s 
gr^t Euphtat-Tgris Gebkt volumes and there it wasl 
^ativ, cIa^ay the same in his pictures late classical or early 
Byzantine. I may add that the *\mcricans jiimpcd (too 
imtily) to die conclmion that they had met in me the firft 
authority on Mesopotamian pottery.... 

.... My hat what a social asylum bridge is I ... 

.... Next day Sunday, I went to the Museum where I had 
an assignation with the two Americans. We spent a glorious 
hour over early potrery and all of us learnt a good deal 
know 1 did. On the way home 1 showed them a OTuplc of 
mcdixval buildings and an 8th century marble luahtab, the 
oldc& mcmuincnt in Bagdad. They' were thrilled and so was I. 
XCk went 10 the Dsala and walked along the bank in palm 
groves, mo^t lovely though why a bit of desert and a stictti 
of sand a few palms and a sunset should hive been so lovdy 
I don't know. It v^'a3 only God’s bright and intricate device 
I suppose. . . . 
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To H.B. Baotud, Dtf, i9»i, 

To*daF I havt worked Eike a beaver ail the morning— 
being away I tiad to do a lot of his work... * I have 
a lerriltc amount to do—the annual report and an for 
the Encyclopaedia and 1 don.*c know what more; 


To Hi 01. Bacoad, Dtnmiir joAft* t 9 A|‘ 

Tve had some advoitum mpdf. Following the caamplc 
of evetyone in Bagdad—nearly—liad a lernm: cold in. the 
bead lait week and wlwn I wrote to you I had been indoors 
for two days, but I didn’t tdl ycra ** not wishing to trouble 
you,** Bernard was in bed with a cold too $o It was all most 
incouvenicnti. - - 

On Sunday I pm on more clothes than I have et'er worn 
bc^oie, and with a hot t^er bottle on my knees, went up 
with the and Ken and lltyd In a dosed tzoUey to Kha-* 
naqin. Vi 7 e got to the £uin about sunset, found some of the 
*ww hiniituie aiiived and spent a liappy time arrang in g it, 
the King and I. I began then to feel very tired and went to 
bed immediately after dinner. Next morning I fck taihcr bad; 
they ail came in to sec if I wanted things and wete in fevour 
of not gome out shoo^g. However I shoo’d them off and 
Zaya looked after me till j when they came in. I fdt rather 
better and had them in before dinner to play a gome of Bridge 
with me in bed. But the next day 1 was pretty bad so Ken 
sent for the very good local dodot only to finil that he was 
spendine Xmas away and immediately, without teliing me, 
rdc^mphed to Bagdad for a doftor. By that time 2 wasn’t 
caking much notice, except that I had a gcncial feeling that 1 
was slipping into great g^. . , iFinaSy at 6 amVed Dr. 
Spencer. He brought with him a eforming nuxse. Miss 
H an ntfan, who sat up with me all night. They were both 
of them convinced thar I had got pneumooia, bm not a hit 
of iL Next morning it was dear ^ it was no worse 
pleurisy and a pretty gem^ congeaion. So they delayed 
the depattutv of the morning train by an hour, thus do we 
behave with our railway management, and took me down 
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to Bagdad.They sat a good deal in my compirtmciit 

and amused nw, I had a very comfoiuhlc '(oiicncT. An am* 
buknce met me at the Nation and toot me suaight to hos* 
pital^ 1 told Ken to go and sit on my lettcts for I didn’t thick 
I could bear them ’while I felt so weak* but he did 6ir better, 
for he found your tdegtatn of the 14th b my house and sen t 
it straight down to me. So by the aytli I was feeling that 
acute anxiety was over—I hope I am right* 

[This refers toHugo. See bSl paragraph of this chaptet,] 

I have spent two vet)' ouiet days in bed. Marie comes 
in the morning and Ken and Ilryd to tea. The Prime Minister 
paid me a visit this momine and Sayad Afhan came the mom- 
ing before, and Elsie Sinbad to-day before lunch. Sinbad 
came in yesterday cottung as soon as he got back to sec hoFW 
I was going on.* Otherwise, with the strong backing up of 
Dr. Spencer, Tve refused to be flooded with visitors after 
the Arab fashion, and Tin quickly getting well. I have had a 
night nurse up to now, but 1 fed sure 1 shall not need her 
aftet to-night—Miss Isherwood, I like her much tem, 
but Miss Hannifan is a nurse 'who almoSl makes it worth while 
to be ill. And IcSt you may think that Tm tottering about on 
edges of graves, I may you that Dt$. Spencer, Wood¬ 
man and Dunlop all aedare that if I hadn’t the moft le- 
markable consritution I should certainly have now been 
dangerously ill with pneumonia. 

[This December and January were overshadow^ foi 
Gertrude by the deep amdety which she shared with us 
about her much-loved brother Hugo. He contmSed 
typhoid on lus voyage home from South A&icawith bis 
wufe and children m the autumn of igaj, and when they 
arrived in England on December nth, he ’was dcs- 
peiatdy ilL Hope was almost abandoned. In the third 
week of Dccemncr, howm'cr, his condition improved, 
and at Christmas and the New Year the cloud seemed to 
be lifting. Then lie had a relapse. He died oa Fehniaty 
and, 1^x6.] 
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To Koo. Un. Hxnuv. Bacdas. Dte^^h^ 192}. 

...»I am anxious about Hugo. My panmts wdte me thx 
they hear by xpitdess that he has poeumonu on board ship 
coming home and 1 know no more. If anything happened to 
bim it would be such a teirihle blow.... 


To the same. Bacnan. Htt. 19a). 

.... You can’t think whai a memory you have whh me, 
of coura^ and delicious companionship, and of distinguished 
wit and mgh chara&er. T oRra think arout you and I always 
think how fortunate 1 am to have you fot a cousin and a 
hctencL 

You wiil realise that I am tcidbly unhappy about Hugo.... 
My beatt aches for my darling mother and hithec and for his 
poor ^'t it all tragic. If it weren't for love and fdend* 
sh i p the 'wodd would be a bitter place; but thank God for 
them; and 1 will try to nuke my coiner warmer and kinder. 
1 fed 1 have somoda more than I deserve. 


To the Baodad, Jam , 15 d, 1916. 

.... I don't sxi^ipose you can imagine how often 1 have 
missed you and bow much. Not only to talk to for myselt .. 
we seem to have left such a lot of t^gs tmtalked about, we 
muit have wasted our rime —but also when them arc other 
people here, to throw the ball so that wc may catch it and 
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throw it back. Mr. Cooke says “ she woke us til up and 
that's pcrfedly true, bin being awake to what companionship 
can be like it is hard to luve it snatched trom me. I k^ 
seeing ia imaginadoa all your dailW ways and your chaiming 
grace and hearing echoes of your ^'doos voice—but there 
It is. , . . 


To H.B. Baqdaz^^ 1916^ 

] can’t you bow IVe enpyed reading the “ Confessions 
of a Capitalist.*' It's a book eveiyone should read and I’m 
now going to Eend tt to ail my friends, It contains as much 
good sound sense as there are sentences to the page. 1 did 
rejoice over it—things Ukc the fellacy involved In profit 
sharing, you rcmemfacr. I can’t say that any of It is exaSly 
new to me (except Pareto’s law whicn I hadn’t beard of before) 
for I have been brought up so well that I could hear you say¬ 
ing moS; of the things I w'as reading tn the book. Bui he has 
put it well together and in fa£t wbai 1 really meant to say was 
” God bless my soul I how any” etc. That’s what j feel. I 
hope it will be widely read, that book, and that it will cause a 
Aorm of controversy over which its author wiU sail joyously 
witli his good heavy for a keel. Anyhow, you see you 
gave me a mo^i successfol present and I've been talking about 
It to everyone who comes to see mu ..... are ail 
scrambilag for it and I’m only wondering whidi of them will 
read It quickest so iHar 1 may get it on to more people stiU. 

That and the 3td voL of the Cambridge Ancient Idistory 
which has |u$t come out, have been the staples of my days, 
but if you want to laugh &cbly 1 can ted you a silly ^s book 
whidi will help you-—** Bill the Conqueror ” j 1 forget the 
name of the taleiitcd author, but he nearly gave me a relapse 
and I’m sure you would fed that way too. Linnei is now seek¬ 
ing round B^dad for the reSt of tus books, “ Bill the Con¬ 
queror ” was supplied by Ken. For good simple nonsense he 
is not easy to ht^L 
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P Baooau, Jmufy 

I’ve been having a little quiet illness of raj' but 
ncatlv «onc I was quite bad foi a or two, 
are ail“sayinfi that they really woulcb t have bothered if 
thev had the kind of person th^ were dealmc w^. 

For three nights I had the moft pteposterous son of night¬ 
mares, mostly about Iraq and the treaty and so 
pleased to remember that one was about ftint% which I e 
been beirmg about btoly. Yout ac^y 
aomawe fin tbs mghimartl gave nw a fUnt whiA had a 
shdl in it and I was » featMy angiy at anyone W >!*“ “ 
idiot as to think that a flint could have a fossil sh^ in it, that 
1 had to wake myself up and say wliat 1 thought about iL 
I found myself saying it and afterwards thought that, miuaos 
mmandis/Tv^ juit the kind of thing that Father would do 
when he was tU.... 


To tLB. BacUa©, jMkaiy t J/*, 

My convalescence has been happily sp^^ ‘ 

deal of archxology and writing an article for the tneydo- 
Kidia on the Iraq- The article would hive been better it I 
had not been fotoed to comntess so fearfully. Even^ it is 
I don’t dunk it is so bid, but it has to be vetted by ^ 
ftifirr and perhaps they will take the spark of life out of lU 
rm now embarked on the Annual Report tor the League and 
am ^ the truth were known) postponing my return to the 
office in order to break the back of it. For it is a ternlic cfoit 
to get ihiough a big piece of w'ork whUe one is involved m the 
diffy drudgery. I am, however, quite well, sleep, tat and go 
out walking daily. Indeed I think that the ten dajs oUn- 
foiccd idleness has done me a great deal of good. .. ^ 

The Inq Cabinet has accepted the new treaty and 1 don t 
rktnW there will be any difficulty about it in our Parlkmcnt.... 

_You need not be alarmed about our i? years mandate. 

If we go on as fait as we’ve gone for the bit two years, Iraq 
wlU be a member of the League ^le five or six yean have 
and our diteS responsibility will have ceased. It s 
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Almost incredibk how the cotuititf is setiling down. 1 look 
back to i^zt or i$ia and can scarcely believe dwt so great a 
change b« taken place. , . , It's all bcin^ so istcresdog, 
Acchxology and my^ museum arc taking a bigger and bigger 
place. I do hope dus year to get the Museum peoperiy loi^d 
and arranged. It’s such fun isn't it, to make things new from 
the beginning, . . . 

Did 1 ted you I was now Starred off on flints, the moS 
enthralling ^^udy, \S e have nothing as yet in the Irao Mirl?i*r 
th^m historic time s {4000 b.c. downwards, roughly) but Tm 
going to set the oil geologists to M the oldcft iion lenacea 
and sec if we can't pick up palsolithk flints on them. If you 
could send me any short and handy ircarisc on flints I should 
be much obliged. 1 gather that, as a mineral, they arc not 
very old, not what geologists call old,... 


To H-B- Baud AH, Jamtay aorj, 1926. 

Tm afrraid that this will be a short and doll letter for the 
truth is that I'm being overworked 1 1 have the rather te^ous 
'co^ce' of the annual report upon me and to fit it into the 
ordinary oflke routine and take a little neccssaiy esercise is 
a^ut all 1 can do, i hope to eer through it in the next fort¬ 
night and then to go to see the excavations at Ur and Kish 
which will be very refreshing. ,. . 

You will please note that the Iraq ts the only caSem country 
which pulls together with Great Britain and the reason is that 
we have honc^v tried out here to do ^c task that we said we 
were going to do, i.c,, create an independent Arab glare,., . 

Your letter and Mother's of Jan. 6th gave such a sarisfadorv 
account of Hugo and I also had a most ddighifid letter from 
Frances. It is to me more and mote miraculous that he should 
be alive, isn’t it to you ? To have been so terribly ill under 
mch unfavouc^lc conditions and to have recovered is almost 
incredible. It U so comforting to fMn k that now every or- 
cumgtance is favourable. . . . 

What a good plan that Herbert should go with you to 
Italy. He will be the mo:^ ddightfid addition to the party. 
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I did so loveMoriier’s Jettcf of Jan, with the account of 

Xmas doii^ and Tm onlf not wzittiig to her this week 
because, as 1 told you, my migers arc worn to the bone 1 


T© H.B. BACiun, rjlh, 1916. 

•... It has been bad weather and 1 bare done vc^ Httle 
but work. The homble annual report cao^t make the Lea^c 
of Nations yawn mote than I hare over it. ft's die dufleSt 
thing IVe ever written. It's so much mote intcrcMng to wtitr 
about wicked people than good ones, and the same applies 
to stares, Tlie better we get the duller we shall be, 

Inddentalir I have read the enchanting volume of Pane’s 
** Letters to President Wilson.” Do you temember when 
Lichnowsky accuses the U.S.A. of putting off the evil day in 
M^co, and Bage replies ** Wliat better can you do udth an 
evO day than put it off? ” 

Now do you know, that is what 1 feel about leaving here. 
I simply can't bear to think of it, and I don’t,,. , 


To F.B. Bagdso, ^rd Marth, 3916. 

I fed sure you will be gkd bo hear that I have got the build¬ 
ing 1 wanted of all others for my m u semn. After addicsting 
the Prime Miniver in exalted terms. His Excellency came 
bunying into my oBTice, replete with promises. He advised 
me to get bold of Ken whose MioiStty disposes of Govern¬ 
ment buildings. What could be easier 1 I hauled Ken off to 
the place and found him the more ca^ to convince liecause k 
was he who hi 3 : gave me a secret hint that k might be ob¬ 
tainable and he is now full of sati^^on that his idea has 
tumol our so well. So we settled it all in half an hour and 
to-day its former occupants have almo^ all tamed out, and I 
have been settling about repairs, etc. Ken observes with 
complacency that the Ministry of Interior* when it once gets 
going, Sticks at nothing and indeed 1 am amazed at the prompt¬ 
ness with which it has been done. Government offices don't 
usually move I am going to lodge the library of the 
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American School, which will be a ^leai advantage to us, 
besides being vciy giarifying to them, uid have heaps and 
heaps of toom to s^ow ofl all our things. At present you nmSl 
tumble over one in order to have a glimpse of another. Oh 
dear, how much T should like you to see tt 1 It will be a 
Museum, rather like the Bridsb Museum only a Uctle smaller, 
1 am ordering long shallow drawers in chefts to hold the 
pottery fragments, so that you will pull out a drawer and 
look at Sumerian bits, and then another and look at I’arthlan 
glaze, and another fbi early incised, then Arab indsed (which 
I can pick tm b quanrilles 4 quatret of an hour from my door) 
and Arab glaze and all, Won't it be nice It is also nice to 
think that 1 shall dear the cupboards of my house of a mass of 
bisenir tins foil of du^ fragments.., . 


T« M 3 . BAdPAn, Jitrti jrd, >916, 

.... My chief concern, at present, is that 1 have got the 
place I wonted for a museum and today I hasrc been round it 
with the Civil Engineer of Bagdad and arranged about needBil 
whitewashings and repairs. It is an cscelknr building which 
wUl gi\'c me ample space and allow me an of^c for the curator 
and an odtcc for myself, which 1 ought to have, room to house 
duplicates dll I can dispose of them and a big, hnc room for 
large criilhits. When I come back £mm Ur, wncie I am going 
ncit week for the divisioo of the obieSs found this year, 1 
shall be able to begin getting in to it, I hope, 1 shall take gtciU 
pride in making it something like a real museum. 1 always 
fed. when I'm back to Archaeology, thar 1 am nothing better 
than an antiquarian ai heart. 

I hod A^ta Nicotson [Hun. Mrs. Harold Nioolsoe] with me 
for two days. She arrived on Saturday moming foi breakfaft 
and left on Sunday night after an early dinner. . . . She was 
mo^ agreeable. 

[I reproduce here, by Mrs. Nicolson's pezmisston, a 
chapter from A fe Trhirait desetrbing her brief 

visit to Gertrude.] 
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Gcttnuic BtdJ in Bagdad, bj V. Sackvillc^WeSt. 

“.. *. AnjQcewbogcK^ to Bagdad in of romimcc 

tidll be disappointed. I[ is a du^ jumble of mra n build* 
ings coQuet^ hy atrocious ^TKts, quagmires of mud 
in lais^ weather, and in wciuhct a sedcs of pits and 
boles OTcr which, an English farmer might well hegitate 
to dnVc a wageon. I confess that I was Slardcd by the 
toa^ of Bagd^ espcdally after we had turned out of the 
main Itmct and drove bc^ecn high, blanh waifs along a 
track ftUl budded with the stumps palm-trees recently 
felled : die mud va not dry here, and we skidded and 
siitheied, hitting a tree-ftump and getting ^ttaightened 
on our course arain, lackedng along, tilH ng occasionally 
at ap angle whiem defied all the laws of balance, and whidi 
in England would cestainly have cveitumcd the more 
conventionafiy minded motor. 

“Tlicnt adoorb the blank waU,aie£kystop,acicaking 
of hbgcs, tt broodlv smilii^ servant, a rush of dogs, a 
s’ifta of gatden^jatb edgea with comanoiis in pots, a 
Utde verandah and a litdc low house at the end of the 
path, an Ertgiish voke^-Gertrude Rrl l. 

“ 1 had known her firSt m ConsStantbopfe, where she 
had arris-ed Straight out of the desert, with all the cvenbg 
druses and cuti^ and napery that she Jnsifted on takbg 
with her op her wandcrbgs ; and then b England': 
bat here she was m her tight placp, b Iraq, b her own 
house, with her office b me dty, and her white pony b 
a comer of the garden, and her Arab servants, and hpf 
English books, and her Babylonian shards on the mantel¬ 
piece and her long thb nose, and her irrEpressiblc 
vitality. 1 felt all my loneUncss and despair lifted 
me b a second. Had it been very hot b the Gulf? 
got fever, had 1 ? but aubbe would put that right ; and 
a sprained ankle—too bad I—and would I likehreakfa^ 
fii^ or a bath ? and I would like to see her 
wotildn^t I ? did I know she was DireSor of Antiquities 
b Iraq ? wasn't that a joke ? and would I like to come 
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to tea with tlic king ? and yes, tkeie were lots of letters 
for me. I limped aftet hef as she led me down the path, 
talking all die time, now in English to me, now m Aiahic 
to the eager servantSi She had the gift of making e:Tery- 
one feel suddenly eager; of maki^ you feel Bmt life 
was full and dch and exdting. I found myself laughing 
for the heft tiine in ten days. The garden was small, bat 
cool and fHendly; her spaniel wagged not only his tail 
hut his whole utde body; the ^ny looked over the 
loose*box door and whinnied gendy; a tame partridge 
hopped about the verandah; some native babies who 
were playing in a comer ^opj^ playing to ^re and grin. 
A talk grey sloughi came out of the aousc, beating his 
tail against the poSts of the verandah ; ‘ I want one 
like chat,* T said, ^ to take op into Persia.* I did want one 
but 1 bad reckoned without Gertrude’s promptness. She 
rushed to the telephone, and as 1 poured cream over 
my porridge 1 heard lier escplaining—a htiend of hers had 
amved—^mu£t have a slougbi at once—was leavtng for 
Persia next day—a sdeflion of sloughis must be sent 
roimd that morning. Then she was back in her chair, 
pouring out information : the itate of Iraq, the excava¬ 
tions at Ur, the need for a di.’cent museum, wliat new 
books had come out ? what was tiappening in England ? 
The dodois bad told her she ought not to go t^u^h 
another summer in Bagdad, but wliat should she do in 
England, eating out Wr heart for lra(|? next year, 
pcdiaps .... tme ! couldn't say she looked ill, coufd f ? 
1 could, and did. She laugheo and brushed that aside. 
Thci^ jumping up—for airiicr movements were o^k 
and impatient—If I had hnIsKed my breakik^ wouldn’t 
I like my bath ? and she mn^ go to her ofiice, but would 
be back for luncheon. Oh ves, and there were people to 
luncheon ; and so, Still talking, Still laughing, she pmned 
on a hat without looking b the gb^, and took her 
departure. 

“T had my hath—^ber house was emcmely simple, and 
the bath juil a tin saucer on the floor—and then the 
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slouffhis bc^an toanivc. They slouched m» tedooftriiigs 
by Arabs in white woollen tobea, sheepishly smiling. 
Left in ooenmand, I wss somewhaE taken aback, so T 
them alt tied up to the posts of the verandah, till Gertrude 
should rettiza, an array of Jesett dogs, yellow, white, 
grey, elegant, but black widi Ucas and lumpy with ticks, 
I da^ not go near them, bur they curled up contentedly 
and went to sleep in the ^ude, and the partridge prinked 
round them on her dainty pink legs, mveftigadng. At 
one o’clock Gertrude returned, Jii£t as my spirits wete 
b^inning to Sag again; laughed heartily at this col* 
le^'on of dogs which her telephone message (miracu¬ 
lously, as it seemed to me) had called into being, shouted 
to the servants, ordered a hath to be prepared for the dog 
I should choose, unpinned her hat, set down some pansies 
on her liincheon-table, dosed the shurreis* and gave me a 
rapid biography of her gucSts. 

‘‘She was a wonderful ho 9 css, and I £ek that lier per¬ 
sonality held together and made a centre for all those 
exiled Englishmen whose other common iiond was thdr 
service for hoq. They all seemed to be infonned by the 
same spirit of oonStrudive enthusiasm ; but 1 could 
not help feeling that their mission there would have been 
more in the nature of drudgery than of zeal, but for the 
radiant ardour of Gertrude Bell. Whatever subjed she 
touched, she lit im; such vitality was irtesiMbJe, We 
laid plans, alas 1 for when L should return to Bagdad in 
the autumn : we would go to Babylon, we would go to 
Ciesiphon, she would have got her new museum by then. 
When she went back to England, if, indeed, she was 
compelled to go, site would write another book, , . . 
So we sat tolki^, as Edeods talk who have not seen one 
another foi a long dittc, until the shadows lengthened 
and she said it was time to go and sec the king.., 
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To H.&. Bagiiad, Mt$rei 1916. 

Thuisdty night I went np to Kbimqin to spend 
Friday with the King. *.. In the morning, a carpenter and 1 
were bosy Lmng down linoleum and aimnging fimittutc..,, 

We lunch^ early, went a few miles down the line on a 
trolley to a plare in farm where we found horses waiting, 
and S|}cat the afternoon riding about.... 

When we got bade, the drawing room and two of the bed- 
rooms were nnished. I whipped the fiimituec into place and 
the drawing room looked like a nice comfy rooin in an EngUsb 
country house;. Not all the fumicute is coveted yet—nave 
now bought supplemcniaty chintzes and silks in the biaaar 
to £aish it off. 

After dinner 1 left, an A.DX. faking me to the train. The 
motor car, chamdcrbEtically, hadn't enough petrol to reach 
the ^tion, SO wc had to g« out and walk. But there was no 
dai^t of mjssjtig the train which would have been kept 
waitn^ fox roe, till I tamed up, unlike the North Eaftem. * ■. 


To H.B. BaGhas, il&cnr^ tOit 

, , . , got to Ur in die early rootning, after about t 9 
hours’ joum^ and left at five in the evenine, catdiing the 
mail and getting into Bagdad at 7 a^n. So 11 ^ a very busy 
day dividu^ the things. Nor it very easy. I had to take 
the be$t rhinp they have got, a small but very perfefi ^cuc of 
the goddess Bau w'bo presided over the ^r^yard and has 
two geese by her throne and two under her fcci. As wc walked 
up to Ur fmtn the tcaiii, the sW was black with geese Sighting 
north, and talking os h^ as t^fiew. 1 &lr the goddess had 
been well suppii^ with them in bez time. 

I rdinquimed die lovely little head of the Moon goddess 
which was publl^d in The Times,*' and very rclufbndy 
I relinquished two very early plaques stiowii^ sacdficifll 
scenes.... 

Tm getting much more knowing with piaOioe. I now can 
place cylindneal and other seals at mote or less their com- 
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piratirc date and toIuc, so dm T don^t dinose wildjf according 
to pnmkcss, 

Tbc goddess Ban is worth a gteai deal of moncf, Lioad 
was so aniiotis le^ wc should be tobbed of her that he carried 
het about in his ‘ ruclcsack^ and I Ifancj' used her as a pillow, 
like a crossed Foreign Office Bag. I took her away when we 
rcach^ Bagdad, kept her in my house for a day and on Sunday 
deposited ber in a safe^ 


To F^B.' Baodad, Afarsi ij/rf, 

> • • I Wdii to m with the Queen on Sundiiy to say good^ 
bye to the bttle Gha^i heir apparent who is gobig to England 
to be ethical^. I was so sorry for hen It mieft bchaid to send 
Tour only linJe boy hr away into conditions of wlilcb you 
haven’t an inkUng.- 

I have been spending the afemoon lo-day ttying to learn 
a little about arianging a museum. Oh dear 1 there’s such a 
lot to be learnt that my heart sinks. However, I know what 
1 shall do. 1 shall concentrate on cxliiblting the bc^ objc& 
properly and pt the others done little by little. Meantime the 
new muscunt onildisg has to be re-toofed, for tiic present mud 
and beams cotdd be cut through aiinod by a penknife hdd by 
a determined thief. So it will be some rinw before I get in to 
the upp^ floor, but I shall shortly be able to begin on two 
downstairs rooms.... 


TO F3. Babaad, Apriifitk, 

.... In years 1 don't suppose there has been such a 
spring—slopes and drers of sewet ranunculus, meadows of 
puiplc ftock and wild mignonette, blue lilies, bkek arums 
and once a bank of yellow tulips. These and commoner things 

made the world look like a bnllianr piece of enamel_ 

.... I went to Public VC^orfcs and saw the measured drawings 
for my museum cases. Mr. Wocllq? and I (chiefly Mr. 
Woolley) have ^hindatdiaed wall eases and table eases so that 
one diawing does for all and the size suits the new building 
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But there were t good ouny points winch tiadh*E been under^ 
dood jind the drawing nee<£ai careful tension^ fn the mu¬ 
seum afterwards! fbu^ Squadron Leader Harnett who takes 
a deep inteie^ in ardueologj and w*itl he very helpful when it 
comes CO arranpn^ the tiiinjgs in the cases, we sat each on a 
Sumeriaa gate socket and drew up a scheme for numbeiing. 
You see, cN'Ctf obje^ muft have a tunning museum number 
besides its iiumb^ in tbs panicular room—the latter for 
coaking a catalogue easily usable by the public, yet ha^'C 
only die cscavatois' numbers, Ur t to 4000, say* and Kish 
ditto; while obje£b that don*c come from an exemdon 
have no num ber ar all. The new anaugement will be chrono¬ 
logical not geographical, except in die downstairs roams where 
air the big, heavy Sone ob)c=S 3 , too heavy to cany upstairs, 
will j%and —x Babylonian room, an Assyrian room and an 
/^b room are whar 1 shall begin on downstairs when the 
necessary httiogs aic made. I foresee that I shall be s-eiy 
boring about Museums for some time to cornel Also that 
I shall r n;ike innumerable miSakes. ... 

To F<B, Bagdad, AfHt 14/i, tji6, 

Our chief preoccupation during the pa£t week has been 
water. The two days of south wind, of which I spoke with 
disguft in my la^t Icticc, were being more disgusting than 1 
knew. They were melting the snows in the nonheto moun* 
tains and on Thursday wc were in for a tcrriHc dood. The 
river was already so high that ilo cars or cabs were allowed to 
cross the bridges and one walked to office hoping devoutly 
that one would also be able to walk back. In the bodges 
have ftood. On Tluirsday evening the river was almo^ 
lapping over its left bunk and everybody svas busy sandr- 
bagging his ^rden terrace le^ the water should come in. 
Ari« riinnftf , T sent my gardener round to Ken's house to 
help and went there myself for a better look at the doo<L It 
was rumbling and sulking paS; as we ^ood on the terrace it 
sounded as though it were pushing into the foundations under 
our feet. On Friday the Tigris dyke btokc on the Icfi bank — 
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my bmlc^—above the King^s palace which it fiocmicA He wai 
away at fChanaqin and hts family bad to be moved ha^ly 
into a house in the town. The water rushed over the caSem 
desert, lapping idong the tom dyke and from then imdl now 
we have never been sure that it would not b^k ihiou^ and 
fiood the low* tying parts of the town, which include my quar¬ 
ter 1 1 think that risk is over now, unless the Tigm again 
docs something veiy perverse, but the possibility of havum 
£fL of water in one's house basnet been pl ea sa nt . How dtead- 
fully annoyed I should have been, to be sure. It has bc^ 
dilhcuJt to think of anything ebc. They have brought in 
thousands of peasants and propped the banks with reed mats 
and sand bags, but the worSl is when the water begins to drip 
in thfoug^b rotten places in the lower parts of the dyke. They 
have ele^c light all along and people watching and looking 
night and day. The big rail way Nation on the caA bank is 
under water and enormous quantities of merchandize waiting 
to go up to Persia spoilt. ... 

The Arabs ate so incurably careless; they won't shut their 
channels when the flood is coming down and then it finds a 
way in and breaks through, ... 

'This b a country of esttemes. It's either dying of thirft or 
it's dying of being drowned. Bagdad can never be made 
really it lies in such tow ground i but T cspe<& that after 
this experience, following on that of igz j, tbev will do a great 
deal to make it safer, Ine whole desert to the caSt is under 
water for miles and miles; now the Euphrates is b^tuoing 
and it's to be iioped riiat it won’t lay under water the whole 
desert to the weft 1 Anyhow it can’t dc&ioy my house, which 
is something. 

This is only a flood letter Fm a&aid. 

Fm so sorry for the King^—bb nice bouse all spoilt. And 
poor Htyd, who b in Mosul- 


To H 3 , Bag]>aj>, AjlriJ si//, 1916. 

.... 1 ought to ha^ told you about it and also to look for 
the Arabic graSid on the columns, in the doorways of St. 
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Mark's. I could not tead tEan but they obviously muSt 
have bfi«a written before the columns were canied off fnira 
the f sQ' I liked the general aspeA of Sl Markus lew when J 
saw it again, anti some of the details more..,. 

We an? now safe from iloods—as safe as we can be, for as 
Mr. Bury observes, Bagdad cannot ever be quite safe unless 
it is cebuiSt in another place. Fortunately the Diaii did not 
rise too hi^ so that the Tigris water began to flow off into it. 
But the Baquba road is for two miles under water—they have 
managed to get a temporary road open acroOT the deseR 
three or four mile s to the south. The breach in the Tigrts 
was dosed on Fridw by throwing sandbag between tows of 
wooden piles. It did not look very solid but they ore now 
building a ftrong earth dyke behind, The King's palace is not 
so bad. They got all the furmture out, though moSt of it will 
have to be recovered, and the wafer has now run off. But the 
hig bouse on the rivet bank when* the Queen and the ferndy 
live is cracking and probably means to fail into ihe Tterns, 
The bank is undermined, . . . The King means to get back 
by day into his own lirclc palace and offices as soon as he can. 
Isn’t It horribly boring for hUn. 

I also find it boring, for all the desert where 1 used to ndc 

and walk is a lake... ■ 

The Prime Miniver, I can't think why, has ask^ me to 
serve on the Government Committee fea" distributing relief 
CO the peasants who were washed out above Bagdad. There's 
a racenng tHO-morrow. ... 

Ihyd is flwaj us Mosul where he received si ceie^xam tims 
wot^ On approach of the water your bouse fell down ” 
feom one of Ids Arab officers. His house has in fed collapsed 
into the fl«^ but he had moved all bis dothes and things into 
the brick barracks nearby before he left, and diese arc safe. 
All his fomimre was washed away and loft. 

The only other thing 1 have done was to dine with Ken oo 
Monday to meet the King, who was very chectful consi^ring 
all his troubles. But as we were six we had to play Vingt ct 
Un (a very dull game 1 think) inacad of bridge. 
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T ins cxcecdtnglv soity to heax of WiU Pcas€*s death — it 
was in the {laDcxs. rve written to F.meft, 

We have afl been imprisoned by very heavy rain. It's ovet 
now, On ^tutday thete wasn't a room in the oHke thioi^h 
the ceiling of which the rain wasn't dripping. On Sunday 
morning 1 went to the Sani and did a lot of wotk in the Mu- 
seiim and then liad a tong gossip with the police about Bol* 
aheriks, etc. An American oimc to lunch^ he is the ccpiesen- 
tativc of the American school this y ear. We looked at pottery 
and fltnt<i a>Ue£led Iw him on the southeni mounds; we 
looked at them till fonr, ! learnt somethings I thinks but 
he Icamt more, for he knows much less about pottery than 
I do» which is saying that he knows verr liedt. However, 
he had found some intete^ng inscribca bricks and these 
he did know about. The net result of his labours is that 
we don'e yet know the site of an andent Babylonian called 

Isin, for he has got lain bricks out of another mound. It's 
ne^ve but it's oettet not to think we know when we drm’t, 
This afternoon I went into the desert which was fakly dry 
and now Fm going to pack for I go to Ur to-morrow, 
lltyd and I are going to a little muric party given by die 
Vernons to-night. I like the Vernons. 


To H 3 . Bagdad. 19X& 

[This is during the Strike in England.] 

Everything else is swallowed up tn die thought of what is 
hi^penmg to you. The scanty news In Reuter gives one some 
impression of the terrible upheaval. One peers into the 
tuture much as one did at the beginning of Augtiftj 1914 — 
absit omen 1.... 

On Saturday night I had a bridge party to while away the 
time before mv ti^ left which -wasn'r dU tt.jOk... It was 
rather a hot jbumev down to Ur, ju^ hoc enough to do 
nothing but laac and read a novd, but I leftotcd du balance 
by unusual aftivi^ on arrival. There was a lot of poccety 
bdonging to us Icn at the Expedidons Haus. I had btought 
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4 cases to Mck it in and my mnscaiir clerk—to help—the 
capable Station maitcr pfovidcd us with men to cany the 
cases out across the descn and soon after 6 o’clock we were 
busy packing up by rise light of a lantern and W'itb the willing 
asaiitance of the Arab ^atds. It took us about two hours, 
after which we walked pack tn the night over the dclidously 
cool desert.. .. 

The King arrivedftom Basrah about 5.J0 a.m. on Monday. 
We were tfl rrady to tecrirc him, ihe Mutasarrif^ AdminiSn- 
tive Inspeftor, slteikhs, 1 , etc. When he had finish ed with 
salutations we decided to go off at once to the excavations 
and come back to breakftift after. H.M. and T ^ep^d into 
the Mutasarrirs car and the others followed in taxis, a fttmiSlcr 
a varied lot of officials who were with H.M. It was a mo^ 
successful visit; the King was much interred—we got 
through before 8, when the sun was juft beginning to be a 
link hot, having seen all that Kings need see. Then bte^- 
feft in the King’s car with a couple of Minifters and nice 
Mr. Bury firrigarion). Subsequently f returned m my own 
compartment. It was a special train and we ftopped nowhere 
but at Diwaniyah where we moved into a te^lamant car for 
lunch (1 lunched with a Mimfter and two Saivids, one a 
Senator, one a Deputy) and again at Hillah where the King 
sent for roc to have tea with him. It was now cool again 
and H.M, and 1 , a Miniftcr and a courtier played hrid« till 
we reached Bagdad at 6.41 p.m. on Ap^ yrtL Th«e i Icami 
that the Strike had begun—Ken came in before dinner with 
the news. Since when wc have all talked of Utric else. 

Tcl^rams continue to come firom the Colonial Office— 
we suppose that Sir John Shuckburgh is transported thither 
in a goTcmmcnt lorry. 

We suppose and we wonder and we wish w knew more. 

Incidentally I don’t know whether letters will reach you ot 
bow long diey will be delayed, so 1 shall not write any other 
dun this. 
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To H.B. BaccuUv -Uigr i ^tb^ 191$, 

Yoiif letter of April iSth, written 00 the eve of tiic ftrike 
icachccl me by IftJl nui) i I wonder whether letters will have 
eot thioufih m the liiSt week and fcir that the next letter may 
M dekyed. We have no news but Reuter and you may tmadne 
how eagerly wc await hr, Indeed anxiety is ne^'cr out ofmv 
mind; there has been word of disturbances at Middlesbrough 
and to-day there are railway aeddetus. These things dan^c 
make one feci easier. 

You ask about my plans for the summer. This doesn’t seem 
CO be the moment to make any plans which involve expendi- 
turc^ for I don’t know whether I shaiJ have any income or 
wlicther any of us will. My duty to the museum is of the hiS 
importance, 1 can’t go away and lm.vc all those valuable 
things half mnsferred and the work goes v«iy slowly. It 
will take months and months, 1 think, I Itave made a little 
headway this week. The alEerations in the building itself 
ate finishe d and a few simple fittings in one of the lower 
rooms were ready so on Sun^y mommg 1 called on Squadron 
Leader Hametr to hdp and wc placed ^ the big gate sockets 
(dull things but valuwle) on the bench along die wall that 
had been made for them, of rather we su^intended the 
pladug of them by ponets. In the middle of tlie wall 1 had 
had a solid cement uede^ set up and onto this we hauled (T 
didn’t) a great rougnly blocked out Babylonian Statue, When 
we had done, wc were quite pleased w^ die look of It, hut 
we have not got any further for we arc watting lor a wo^cn 
pedeSai for a itatue which is to jtand in the middle of the room 
and some shallow boxes in which to set some broken hits of 
relief in cement. In one comer I am going to ccconftruS 
the tomb of a deified king of Ur which was found this year, 
and as tltat is about all which the room will hold for the 
present (I mean, I have nothing more for that room), it ought 
not to t^c very lone to get it finished, k wUI look, no doubt, 
rather home-made, mu even now it ts beginning to look like a 
museum. When it is ready, I want quickly to mue a catalogue 
of it—no great cask—and then get the to open it 10 as to 

show people that we are doing something,,,. 
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To F.B. Baciuo, i j/i, ijtfi. 

I don’t «e how I can possibly make any plans for rhe 
iDcment so of course keep the pa^nt things where you lik^ 
1 think it is citremdy unlikely that I can atford to come back 
and out again dus summer—it’s a very cj^nsivc business. 
It trould be worse to finish the museum and then be told not 
to come back here if 1 thought that the heft course which I 
probably shall. Bernard is TOttig on leave in about j weeks 
and when he is away Sir Hentr ratiicr bins on me, nor so 
much to do dungs as m talk them over. He is foil of plans foi 
big adminiaratlvc work, which doesn’t tn feft touch me. 
l^cy intcreft me vtvj mudi, his schemes and I think them on 
the whole very good, 

Oh dear. 1 wonder wiuti it is all like with you—what it 
will be like after, if there’s any sott of an ** alter.. > •. * 


To H 3 , Bjicnio, 

I had scarcely polled my letter laft week, w^ben we got news 
of the ending of the general arike, but that doesn’t mean the 
ending of dSiculties and you are Still in the thick of them. 
Indeed, 1 don’t know whcdier your wotft difficulties are not 

iufi about to begin,... , . , 

1 have been very busy with ray museum, but it has not got 
far yet. I go in at 7 a-m, and spend a couple of bouts that 
before I go to office. On Simday we can work until it gets 
too hoi fortunately it is being icirarkably cool weather. 
In a day or two 1 shall have my own wotknxim with an cl^iic 
fen which w^ll make iliings easier.... As for cases, tables and 
things, they have not b^tin to tmtcrialiae yet and for the 
moment I am occupied with the big Slone obje^ which do 
cot need to Ik b^md glass. 

I forget ifyou know Sir John Cadman, He is. or is gome to 
be, Quinnan of tltc A.P-O.C He was b«c a year and a naif 
ago and brought a letter to me from WUIie Tyrrell. He passed 
^uch again laSt week on his wuy hack from Persia, w'here 
he had been to rcpicsent the A-P.O.C. at the coronation ^ 
the Shah. During the 4 days he spent here he succeeded in 
getting (hrougb the agreement with the Iratj Government 
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for the wotkitig of the oil at yhicb has been hanging 

fire for three years or rooie. 1 met him o'ery day, lunchi^ 
with Sir Henry, and thrilled to hear hiB accoimc of the 
way matters weae pTOc^ding. If all goes well—and there s 
no reason why it should not—the Irarj ought lo b<?gta to 
draw royalties next year and to have cheap oil fmm the 
fOianaqin refmety. On Sunday, the night before Sir John 
left. Sir Henry gave a large dinner party to meet the King. 
Sit John was sitting between H.M. and me and they spent 
most of the dinner in ex chan ging sentiments of gratinidc and 
hopefiil anttd pation. As they oad no common tongue, it 
ftU to me to interpitt for them. 1 felt i earned ray chnner. 

Sir John had with him as secretary a young Bfidgan^, 
sm Firft T^ord of die Admiralty, a nice boy. He, and a 
very amative and intelligent young soldier in the army. 
Captain Edwdls, came to tea with me on Saturday, after 
whidi I took them sight seeing. 

Utyd is going to Mosul for a mooih, whidt is ve^ tlrcscyiie. 
He thned with roe on Tuesday and we played ptquet aftci- 
waids. He is sudi a pleasant companion —1 miss him very 
much when be is away. Uoael is also a great Stand by. He 
comes in frequentiy to tea on his wa^* back ftom office and 
we walk togcdier to his house ai Alwiyah aboui a mile away, 
through what you might almo^ call G^ds. But now that the 
badey is bcine cut they arc gradually tdapstng from fidds 
into desert.. Ken and I dined with him ha night and had 
an agreeable evening. We caught some huge hawk moths. 
Lionel is rather good at Icpidoptcta and Ken is an expert. 
Between us we are getting quite a coUeftion. It is an am u s in g 
wav of passing the time, 

I lu nrb always with Sir Henry and we discuss the amics 
of the day, public and private, and then, if I have been early 
at the Museum, I go to sleep for a bit when 1 get home; and 
in the evening if I am alone I read Babylonian htSory or books 
about s^s and things so that I may know a little better how to 
arrange the Moseum, It sounds rather a monotonous exis¬ 
tence, but it is inexpensive and ptuccful which, 1 am afcaid, 
is more can be said for yours. 
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-j-p p g Bagdad, AEff tm, *9*®- 

Your letter of May i itls was ilic very news 1 bad of 
your doincs during die gcaeial ftiilte. You don t ^und ^ ti 
you were living in a arike at all, but it is wondeiful how 
difference it made, even in Ixindon, 1 gather from Els^ But 
if the roal Strike drags on and on, it will be very drea^ 
it must end in dislocating life* Molly basnet written since juSt 

g j ter slic WlS 

1 am sure that Miunce muSk have been admirable at 
Middlesbrough but there were aniious moments, werent 
tbcie. Oh dear, isn't it a horrid world. 

I hope yon won't think I'm wrong in saying that! cant go 
away yet and leave all my andqnitics unarranged and vm- 
guardwl, I have been writing to father about it- TU sec 
&tcr how things go on, but it's so very cipcosive to tet^ 
home and then come back here that 1 think I would rath« 
Enish and then go away. It isn't bemuse I don t nnm^y 
want to see you and father, but 1 know you ^ imdei^aiid 
that it means a very great deal to leave everything that I have 
been dome here and find myself really rather Toose on the 
world- 1 <£>n't see at ill dearly what 1 shaU do. but of cou^ 
1 can't #tay here foirvcr; already T fed that when ^arf is 
here and Sir Henry, I'm nor at all necessary m the^ oftcc. 
I would have liked to Stay In the Departmrai of Ann^uipM 
if J could come home every year, but I don't fed juStih^ in 
asking the Iraq Government to give ani-thmg like a 
penmnem post the Diieaor here should know cuneiform 
and be a ttamed museum official. WTut 1 can do is juSt to tide 

them over* * • * ^ „ . 

All the same I feel very much tom. Tell me what you 

rhinlf. will you please. 

1^ Bagdad, *6/4, t j*fi- 

I lecdved by laft mail your letters of May 5cb and nth ^ 
read them with the deepest interest. Also from mother 
and Bsa, of May i ith, so that 1 had a good aU round view ot 
what things were like. Your forecast as to the duration of the 
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genecaJ ftrike was very gooti aad T was patticdarly glad that 
you gave me a n^ume of dealings tlie colliers because 
^ir Henry is always askk^ me iUx>ut h and your ouiUnc was 
so clear.. I am ^ing to have it typed for dtfciibiition to m 
cckUcagucs..,. Anyhow^ I take it toat we shall have very little 
income dib year. 

Tliat is not tiur only reaajn, though it^s a very good one, for 
my wanting to Slay were this summer. I hope you won't be 
verv much d^ppointed. Wlat i vaguely iMnk of doiiig (but 
don*t talk about Jt) is to Stay with the High Commissioner till 
Bernard comes back in the autumn; then to tesign and ask 
the Iraq Covemment to take me on as Diicdloi of jVnti- 
qiutics tor six months or so. (Tm only Hon. Direftor now, 
you know.) I should not in any ease ^y much longer witli 
the H.C,; it has really ceased to be ray job. Poltrics are 
diopping out and giving place to big adminiarative queStiods 
in wnicb Fm not concetned and at w'faich Fm no good. On 
the other hand, the Department of Andquiiies is now a full 
rimi- job. 1 am trying to get the Cabinet to let me deal wirh 
all the things the Gcraians left at Babj'km as 1 should deal 
with a new excavation. Privately^ T have put up the Dcutch 
Orient GcscUschaft to make the proposal and they have 
suggested sending out AndraCj who dug at Shergat^ to 
arrange catalogue the objefb, after whnm I would make a 
division. I know Andue vcjiy vrell and like him; the fact 
fhaf I was working with trim would make cvciytlimg go 
smoothly and rhe Iraq Government has complete conridcncc 
in me as Diieftor and would not question anything 1 did 
But ail this would mean far too much work to be treated as a 
secondary employment. Yale is nibbling at the bigg^ 
mound in the Iraq*, and if I have thiec escavarions on my nahds 
besides Babylon and the Museum it is very certain that I 
cannot do anything else. I am wairine to see how all ^3 
turns aut» but already 1 know that 1 ought to have all my rime 
for the Museum, As it is 1 now go dicrc ftom 7 to ft .50 or so 
every morning and get to the office about p. That has meant a 
prettv aicnuous 4 i hours but 1 find that 1 can juft get through 
the work, sometimes taking papers home to read in the 
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evieom^. The vcaihcr has been bcaudfuUf cnoL On Sundiy 
(Whit Sunday) I worked ^om 7 to i in the Museum without 
any &ns. Mon^y was a holiday in the ciiicc chough i could 
not take it all as 1 had. a report to w*tite» hut by doing some of 
it on Sunday ahemoon I got from 7 to 11 m the Museum. 
One bdg room dowoSaiis> the Ba^lonian Stone Room, U 
now fimslied and I am only waiting fot the catalogue, which 1 
have written, to be translated and printed, to ask the Kittg to 
open it—lust to show them that we axe doing somethmg. 
But this is the easier of all the cooms;, big obje^ not under 
glass, it is when 1 come to die upSalcs rooms and ail the little 
obje^ that the diflictdites begin. Tlic mere cataloguing and 
numbednu of them is temfic. The cataloguing of thm« fiom 
Ur and idsh for the pait thtee years has b(*n done ami 1 have 
now' nearly hnished the things of this year. But the serial 
number of the Bagdad Museum has to be pur onto every¬ 
thing and until each objed is in the catalogue wc canT number 
it There arc a mass ot things ftom other places than Ur and 
Kish which wc have not begun on. Tl^ will come the 
arrangement in cases—none of which have begun to come in 
yet 1 have moved aboui half the things from the otd room 
in to the new Museum and dwy are lying about, some on 
tabits. some on the floor, a desolating spefl^de. In the course 
of the next ten days it be even worse, for by that time I 
hope 1 may have got almoii everything moved over. 

I don’t think 1 could possifaly leave it like this. If in the 
middle of the summcf I felt tired or seedy* I might have 
things into enough order to come away for a bit, but it*s 
very expensive to come as far as England as I have Made to 
take too. Fll see later. 

Tlie afternoons, after tea, hang cathcr heavy on my hands... 
We can’t swim yet because the river is so high and the curant 
so Strong. Tha laft week I have somethnes gone into the 
Museum at 5, but it will soon be too hot to do that with any^ 
comfort and it is not really a good plan because one gets no 
exercise. 1 did it in order to hnbh cataloguing the Ur and 
Kish things of this year... • 
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To F.B. BAGiiASt Jm mdt 

.,,. Liotoet iuid I yc£teidaf ^crc busy discussing the pro- 
gratnnic he is diawing up for a univcisiry cumcitlum. Sir 
Henry is pressing for a faculty of Fine Arts, IJoncFs idea b to 
combine languages and bteratnre—at Icaft French and 
English—^widi history, political economy, all in a three years^ 
course.,,, 

1 suggested rltat, in spcdal historic subje^, Babylonia and 
Assyria should be included. I should like to tcdaire on that 
myself, but 1 don^t think the scheme will materialiac for a 
longtime. 

Ncvertliclcss, Sir Henry does put a great deal of sTtality 
nto thin gs and 1 always St^d atmaed at his genera! capactry. 

Tu H-B, Bicuad, Jim md, t^z^. 

1 can^t refer to the Tjxes because 1 have had no papexs sirtce 
the gcncmJ &rike. I can't think why they didn*t oome la^ 
week. Anyway the laft Tfjitej 1 teocived was that of April 
aStb while your letter from hft. Grace was dated May tSth. 
The 'secateur* for Haji Na|i has anived, howcv:en I have not 
taken tt to hTm yet because 1 have been so busy in (he Museum. 
Profiting by remarkably cool weather Tve betm there between 
tea and dinner as well as in the cariy moming. I know lie will 
love it. 1 will to take it down to him on Sunday. There is 
a little basket of Eniit fiom him on my dining room table mojit 
mornings. 

To-moxtow wt have a holiday for the King’s bietbday and 
1 gball have a whole day for my Museum. That cnchusiaiSt, 
Squadron Leader Flamctt, is coming too. We luve been 
engaged in taking down a beautifoj la» Abba^d iascriprion 
(not ^ck) which was dropping om of the ruined buildup in 
which it Stood.... It Is coming out very well and Squadron 
Leader Harnett is now going lo dean it and build it up againJt 
the wall of che big Arab room. We spent a long peaceful 
m ormrig on Sunday cataloguing cylinder scab. ... He Is 
certainly a gr^ asset and he seems to be amused with what 
some people might consider a very tedious job. 1 don't, for 
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thdc is an uulescnbable attmdion abouE Ehcse fine lirEle thinj^. 
The worst of it is chat 1 cm^t e:ctra£i; the out of ^ 

i^waf people so wc don’t get to anything final. 

I haven’t told you about the floods for a long time* The 
Euphrates, after threatening to co^-er the counrry tm to the 
embankment of the iiiilah railway, thought better of it. The 
Tig ns is dcflnitely going down, but one of the deputies told 
me the othet day me ceikts of Itis house in the middle 
of Bagdad, a deal bdov the river level, are 4fL deep In 


water,, .. 


To F,B.. BAmun, ftnu t^t6. 

,,,. 1 unfortunately overslept myself this afternoon and the 
King is coming to dirmct* I hope you will like the piduic 
postcards 1 sent to Father of two of the cathibiis in the Mu¬ 
seum. They do rather fill me with pride. 1 haven’t got any of 
mv cases or tables vet for the upper rooms and I don’t know 
when they will begm to come in. Meantime, with the help of 
S/L Harnett and occasionally Mr. G>oke_, 1 am getting on 
with the numbering of all the obje^is. This year's finds have 
all been Catalogued and numbered and all the cylinder ^ais are 
done—^we could arrange them at once if we had the casa. 
That will be an absorbingly interesting task. 

I have an extremely nice Indian foreman who Is deputed to 
do all the odds and ends of jobs tiiat arise—such as building 
up Bur Sin’s shrine. He is so capable and so pleasant. And I 
sbdl be voy much interested to sec w^t the Arab higwj® 
think of the lower room winch the King opens next week. 
The one or two who have dropped in to sec us at work have 
been much impressed. 


To H.B. BAODau. Jim 

....Tam enclosing the catalogue of the Babylonian Stone 
Room of the Museum and two plonre poSords of the 
C3diibits. No. 7 is the thing I am nroudeSt of—there is nothing 
like it in any museum in the world. I forgot to mendon la the 

768 




BAGDAD 


ST i 57 


dtaJoguc th&t the bricks vhicti form the pcdcSal of the 
fiamc (No> t) are blttc ^bzed bricks from the lop of the 
zigtirrat at Ur, remains of an upper chamber built or restored 
by Nabonidus the la^t king of Babylon, We brought a lot 

of fragmeots and built tiicm up into a p(^e 5 lai—^it is nioSl 
gfffffive. The King is going to open this room oo Monday, 
It is the easteil of ^ to amngc l^usc it consists oidy of a 
few large objeds, but it looks extiemcly well and 1 hope tt will 
impress the Ministers t It has indeed all the appcacance of a 
Museum.,., , 

Thursday was a very nice day for I had the whole aotmag 
fhw (^in the Museum) and came back to limch and a good rcSt. 
There was a fCatc dinner party £>r tlie King’s birthday and a 
lecepdon of about ^oo people in the gar<^ afterwards. 
The party was vctt interesting. All die deputies and senators 
and everyone one bad ever known to Bagdad were there, the 
Mmior m and most of the Arab dvtl servants in ordinary 
European evening dress and hatlcss and the religious leaders 
in robes and turbans. Tivcrc was a -wonderful diversity, .. - 
On Sunday S/L Harnett and I had a good morning in die 
Museum. After tea Ken and I went out to Kanadah and 
caught four cKcpiisitc swallow tail butterflies, the ftrft we had 
We were much elated. 

Hajt Naji is Hrl jghrwl with his knife and sends you a thou¬ 
sand messages of thanks. 

To-night die King comes to dine and play bridge.,.. 


To H-B. BAcniD, Jim i6/i, 

My principal news you have seen in the papers—the Turkish 
treaty. It Is almost too good to be true.... 

1 had a nice little ceremony on Monday when the King 
Oftened die hra^ room of the hfusCum. It was open to the 
public for the fitSl time lo^Jay and as I came away at 8.50 
tbis morning, I saw some 15 or zo oidinaiy Bagdadis going 
round it un der the guidance of the Arab curator—very 
gratifring. hverronc agrees that it looks like a Museum. Ail 
the other rooms arc Sml chaos, but S/L Harnett and I are 
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forging ahead with the munbcriiig and cataloguing and I 
aihutUy hope to get a couple of amSl cases this week. But it 
is such a ftupendous job that without the suppoit of the id- 
mintblc S/L Harnett J should ccctainly succumk Fommaidy 
it is being tjuitc compatativdjr cooL 


To F-Bb BActun» Jmt ijtC, 

., . . Deadedlfi pageant Is a much bigger undenaking than a 
Museum, f woot^ if you sometimics think, as I do, mat you 
wdl never get through with it! But it was a great s arififa ftto fl 
this moraic^ to sec die public aihially looking at the room 
which the King opened on Monday, It is only open two days 
a week for a coupV of hours because all my itaff (an old Aiab 
curator, a very mtclligcnt Jew clerk and an odd man) is so 
buw. We are now beginning to see davlJght through the 
pieliimnary task of numbering the ob|cas — between three 
and four ^ousand of them. 

It is being a very grim woil^ isn’t it. I led often that I 
don't know how 1 sn^ld face it but for the work Pm doing 
and 1 know you mu^ fed the same, I think of you month 
after month as the time passes since that awftii sorrow, antf 
realize all the time that the passage of the months can make 
little diffctciice:. I wish I were ooming home this summer but 
I fal sure that wben 1 leave I shall not want to come t>ack 
here and I would like to £nish this job fiiSt—^indec^ I fed 
that I mu^ hnish it, there being no one else. But it is too 
londy, my eiiStcucc here; one can’t go on for ever being 
alone. At leait, 1 don’t feel I ran. ... 


To H.8. BacQAH, /inv *jrrf, 

We ate bbouring under the diiliculfies presented by the 
four days’ holiday of the big Id when all the Arab oiftccs arc 
closed and one can’t get anythit^ through, A holiday at this 
time of yctr is no good as ^ as Holiday making goes,'for it is 
too hot to go out on any expedidoa By luck—and the va¬ 
garies of the moon—it didn t begin till Monday, so that 1 
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had Sunday momtng in the Musetim. I have to give my 
a hnltday^and T sh^ nm be able to work thctc again till 
Satufdaj which is a bote. Howcrcx, I brought some 
cases of cytindcr seals at which I have been working of an 
evening. ... 

\X’e bad a terrific day cm Monday. It began with a Icvcc at 
the pal^ at 6.10, I was in an ace of going without orders, 
but I discovered their absence as I was waiting for the High 
Commissioner at the end of the Maude Bridge and dispatch^ 
a Kavass hotfoot to fetch them. The H.C wing fortunately' 
late, they arrived in the nick of time. 

I then came home, breakfasted and did an houri's work aAer 
whi^ 1 set out again on visits. Fira the Naqlb. then the 
Mioi^ts, then sdc£bed notables and finally the Queen and 
All and his fiunily..., 

It has been eatteendy mild for Bagdad, rarely over a 
hundred and the nights quite cold; but af^ ^nner my house 
is fhifiy and I am when it is rime to go to bed on the roof. 
We arc going tO begin swinuning which is the only agreeable 
form of exercise at this rime of year,,,. 

I am being much enthraUed by the £tudy of seals. In the 
scenes of worship and domestic life depicted on those tiny 
eyiindets 1 con^andy find pots and things which I have 
afhiallv got in die ^iusetmi. Then! suddenly place tliem with 
a much geearcr sense of reality. JuSt as l' mai^d the mace 
heads in the shrine of Bur Sin—'1 have found them on quan- 
ritks of seals Sanxlin^ in the shrines of oriier gods. That is 
rather thrilling, isn't it,... 


To H.&. BAODAt), J>m 

.... What an enormous wa£te and loss two months' coal 
Strike muill mean. It’s so amaaing that the world seems to go 
on ju .9 die same—^Ascot and bails and parties are what I 
of m die Tims —or, rather, 1 see they arc there—and cx- 
traotdinarily tilde about things that reallr matter. 

We are now well into the hot weatner—temperature at 
115®—but 1 am feeling it scarcely at aD, Partly, I fhinlc, be- 
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w« liavc begun bafbtcg thougb the river Is ftili rerf 
Tiigli and tlie cuntnt Srong, It imLes such 2. didcrence, We 

S I up by launch to a place above the town where I have a 
fie but to undress in and ect back titer seven feeling both 
ezeiciscd and lefteshed ., , It is too hot now to dine bd(^ 
and play bridge and much pleasanter (O lie out on the over 
bank and come home by bunch about 10. 

1 olten wonder how’ the old Babylonians with whom I now 
feel such a dose conncd:iDa» passed thdr summer. Mudt as 
we do, T daresay, but without our tee and dc&ic &ns vdiich 
add immensely to the amenities of existence. The moment of 
the day I don’t like is going home after Itmdi at the hotteft 
moment, but there is no way out of it. 

In the Museum S/L Harnett and I art engaged in dassifying 
seals. 1 have read books and books about dbem. The really 
impomm ones are usua% plain sailing; one is pretty certain 
of thdr period, but there arc dreadful backwaters of dcmdoice 
when one is never sure whether the thi^ is very early or juSt 
very bad late work. Also the authorities are not in eorirc 
agitcmcnt and one has to make up one’s mind whom one will 
follow. Srill on the whole, 1 don’t think I shall be verv much 

our._Next week I ho^ to have my seal case and by that 

time we shall have got ^ die seals fdily well grouped and 
ready to be put in..., 

Faisal has given me a bronze buft of hansdf bv Feo Gldcben 
to put in the Museum. 1 shall set it up in the 1 ^ Arab room. 

There, now I muJt go to lunch. My letters arc extxemdy 
dull, but there is really nothing to recount. 


To HB. 

_I donT sec for the moment what T ^ do. You sec 

1 have undertaken this very j^yc icsponsibiJity of the mu- 
seam—have been writing at»ut it ad nauseam for months. 
I had bear protesting for more than a year that I rouft have a 
proper building j this winter one fell vacant and they^7® ** 
to me together with a very brge sum of money for nitings, 
etc. Then fita 1 had to le-roof it and next I was held up at 


77 * 



BAGDAD 


it: 57 


two tnonths by the floods snd the work ther entiiied 
which prevcnicd work bctn|t done for me. Now all the very 
valuable objeSs—they too mto tens of thotufoads of pounds 
and incidentally they "would never have been taken out of the 
gtound if T baa not Wn here to guarantee that they would be 
pioperly protefied* have been ttansfcried pcUmell into the new 
building and there is absolutely no one but I who knows any¬ 
thing about them, since J. M. Wilson left- It isn't merely a 
tMponsibility to the lra<i but to aidi^Iogy in genetah J 
could not possibly leave things in this £tare except for the 
giaveSt reasons. I work at it as hard as 1 can, but it’s a gigantic 
task—of course 1 love it and am ready to give all my spare 
time to it. But I can’t resign from my pt^ as Oriental Secre¬ 
tary. And as I am a dvit serv’ant, 1 have only about i nmnths* 
leave owing to roe, which means a little over 9 weeks in 
England. 

That is the wliolc position. In a couple of months or so I 
may be beginning to see daylight in the rousearo or at any 
rate a conition m which 1 could safdy leave it ibr a little 
Let us wait for a bit, donT you think, and see how things look. 

Yon do tcalise, donT you, that 1 feel bound to fulfil the 
undertakings I gave when, at my instance the IiacjGovcro- 
allowed excavations to be b^un 4 yeajs ago. The thing 
has grown and grown—can’t do otherwise—and whereas 
until laSr autumn I had J.M. to help me, 1 now have no one. 
All the plans that were begun before Hugo was ill even, are 
now bearing &uic and I’m rather overwhelmed by them. 
Anyhow, father* give me a little rime to get things into some 
kind of order and then if you want roc to cake what leave I 
ran I will do so. But in that case I think 1 should have to 
come back fot next winter or part of it 

Except for the Museum work* Ufo is very dull 

To flB, Baodjto, J)i!j -pb, 191S. 

,,. . It had been very hot in the morning ia the Museum 
but wc have now changed into a north room and had a fan 
put into it which makes it comparatively luxurious. We can 
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wofk there <|uite comfbitabty without a 6ui on week day? 
witen we leave at 8,50, but oa Suiukys when wr ftay until 1, 
it is essential to have 3 cool room, I have got a few Sandard 
cases and hope to have the seal ease this weu. But there is so 
much to learn; one conitantl^ finds tJiat the things don’t 
cxaftly serve one’s purpose and they have to be tnodjficd. 
However both vt'c and the carpenters arc learning gradually. 

I ft ^ 

J have been having very busy motnings, lots of dispatches 
to write and tong things to do. Sir Henry is delightful to 
work with, but he ts mod careful of detail and one tm to pay 
great attention to what one is doing. 

Darling I mu^ jtop now; stunmer docs not conduce to the 
writing of very long Icttcis, 


To F.B. BjicinAn, Jtfy 7,1916, 

.... photograph of you and the little boys. Tliey arc 
darlbgs. u not the eldest one like Hugo ? !a tl^ photograph 
I see a great likeness.... 

1 am so ^d you likethc pictures of my museum, and when 
in remm will you give me the text of the Pagmnt ? I want so 
much to read Jt. I wish I wcic at the point of having photo¬ 
graphs of tile upper rooms taken, but they are still in chaos— 
not so chaotic as thCT were, however for most of the objefls 
axe toughJy ck^tfied and ready to be put into cases. But I 
find aiiangii^ cases very difficult Even the two tiny ones 
wliich I have done so tar take an enormous amount of thought 
and re-arrangement till one puts them approximately ti^t. 
And then the writing of labels I Foitunatcly my Arab derk 
writes them bcautifuny so I only have m give him a list of 
what has to go on each one and leave liim to do it during the 
xe£t of the moming while 1 am in the office. . .. 


[These two letters of July and and Jnlv 7th were the 
Ud she wrote home, lliey reached England after bet 
death. 
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Her sticouous sdf-impwed work in the museum, in 
the temble bear of a Bagdad summon added to the dkii^ 
round of her duties in the office, proved too much for 
her slender stock of physical energy. She bad neref really 
recovered from Iwr illmss in the -winter. 

She died quite peacefully to her sleep, in the eady 
mottung bouis of Monday July -utb, i9£d. 
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aiAPTER XX\T 1 
CONCLUSION 

The tidings brought ftn ovcivheimmg oumlfcscitioii of 
sorrow sod sympathy from all parts of the earthy and 
we realised amsh that her nann;: wits known in cvety 
condnmt. hex stoiy had crossed every sea. Tlicrc had dus- 
teted round her in her lifetime so many fanta^c talcs of 
adventure, based on £ift and cmbroidcxecl by hdioo, talcs of 
the Mystety Woman of the East, the uncrowned Queen, the 
Diana of the Desert, that a kind of legendary peisonaUty had 
emerged which represented Gertrude in imagination of 
dte general public, to die of her death. 

When the crowning sequel came to those dtnes Of desert 
adventure, ivhen she saw lice dreams of the Arab resurgence 
turn into reality, she was one of those who helped to uditeve 
tL She was at the throbbing centre of the events wduch 
lead to the domatk leap into history of the Kingdom of Iiaq 
with an Arab ptince on the throne. 

During the years that followed, when she became a servant 
of the State, her abilities were again conspioiously displayed 
in what was to her the entirely new ^d Of officia) life; But 
her officialdom was always d^ed with ardour and roman^ 
and it was an unceasing interest to her diat her congenial 
po^ as Oriental Secretary to the High Commissioner enabled 
net $dll to keep in close touch wim the Arabs of the desert 
as well as with the increasing number of their k«h*^**n in the 
town. 
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At the nevn of her death messages ti’cic received at the 
High Commhstoiicr's office fern all parts of Iraq, fiom 
Bagdad, from the de&ctt, from officials aad teptesentadves— 
and mo^ of them sectn to l>c no mcie fbrtrm coddolenccs, 
but to have in them a note of real ^rrow. 

I qttote hcBc a senrcjice from a moving letter from Haji 
Naji* for whom Gertrutle felt such warm fidcmhbip, and 
whose garden was aJwa]^ her delight; 

“ It was mf frith always to send Miss Bell the first 
of raf fruits and vegetables and I know not now where 1 
shall send them/* 

I wish 1 had space enough to reproduce here many other 
letters from Gcrtnide’s Ann friends. 

In her own country there was a widespread expression 
of regret. Tdcgtanis and Jenens, all seeming to convey a sense 
of personal loss, pouted in from every liver of the social scale. 
They* came from the highest in the land, they cime from people 
of ciUHnfrion in the world of letters, the world of art, tlie 
poliricil world, die social world, from the villages of her 
Yorkshire countryside, who were ao proud of her, Brom the 
Works where she had so many friends; and her frmliy fch 
that however diifetent the senders might be from one another, 
and however diffeicntiy they expressed themselves, they were 
all spying and meaning the same thing—dicy all really cared. 

Their Majc^cs sent. ±e fonowing message; 

“ The Queen and 1 arc grieved ro hear of the death 
of your distinguished and gifted daughter whom we held 
In high regard 

“ Th e nation wilt with us motim the loss of one who 
by her inielk^al powers, force of charafrer and pccsomil 
courage rendered impurtanr and what 1 truS) will prove 
iaSing benefit to the country and to those regions where 
she worked with such devodon and self-sacrifice. We 
tniiy sympathise with yon in your sorrow. 

'* (Signed) Geoeoe R, i” 
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The CoJoawi Secimiy, Mr* Ameiy, paid Her the rate 
Cttbutc of a ftatement in the House of CommonSt recipe 
iiolacin^ her devoted service^ in answer to t tjucSion &om 
Mr. Runctm;^ 

Sit ValcQtice Chitol, who, as shown so ofitm in the letters, 
was one of her doseft frientk, wrote an ohituat7 nonce of her 
which appeared in the Tims the da^ after she died. It was a 
ftrUdng portrait, wtntcn with the moa profound sympathy 
and understanding. Sir Arnold Wilson, the ** A.T,^* of her 
letters, under whom die served, wrote in the Tfnsrj a generous 
appreciation of her work ; so did Mr. Woolley, who diared 
work in ardisology, so did also Dr. David Hoganh, her 
friend and counsellor, whose wide and learned experience of 
the Ea^tj added to his fteadfaft ^iendship, was always to 
Gertrude such a support. So did M. Sdomoo Reinach 
(wdtmg in the Rnwr Ajvheokffqm) &om whom Gertrude 
learned so very much. 

Somc^pf the letters we received were w'rtttcn by petqile 
who went to her house once, ptthaps, as they passed 
through Bagdad, and record the vivid and ine&ceahle impress 
sicn she made on them* 

The High Commissioner wrote the foUewto^ letter to 
Gertrude's Euher about the Museum she founded m Bagdad, 
now called the Iraq Muscum^^diow she would have ptefened 
that name to any t^er) 
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€tb / mm , 19 ^ 7 - 

High CaiacissroKEK's Ofrce, 

Bagdad. 

Mf dear Sir Hugh, 

King FaUal some dme ago wrote to the Prime Minister 
of Inn suggesting that one of the nriodpal rooms in the 
Bagdad Museum should be named the " Gertrude BcU 
Room,** and I underhand that this has been accepted by the 
Iisiq C^inct. 

A meeting of Germide*s fnends later decided to assMate 
her name w^ the whole Museum by Riming in a prominent 
position a biass plaque with a suitable insctipdcn, which was 
to be submitted to you for approvaL After you approved 
it they thought of asking J- AL WHscm to de^gn the plaque.. 

Youis very sinocicly, 

H. Dobu. 

GERTRUDE BELL 

Whose memofy the Anbs -will ercf bold ia ktckhcc lod sifectloo 
Ctealed chis Moseuei is lyij 
Bettig thcQ Hoooeuy Director of Aotidiikies for the Iraq 
With woodcifui knowledge uid devotiru) 

Sbe assanbled the most predom objects in it 
And throagb the heat of the Summer 
Worked on them tmdl the ikf of her death 
On nth July, lytS 

King Famt and the COTcma^t ^ Inq 
la eiatitade for ber gtat deeds tn thii OQUotiy 
Have otdeted that the Pdodpil Wing shall beu ber aame 
And with tb^ pcnnjssioa 
Her foeods haf e erected diu Tahki. 


It is a source of deep aarisfaflion to Gertrude's Busily that 
King Faisal, who honoured her with his Friendship and ^ 
whom she was so loyally devoted, should have suggetod 
that her name should be associated with the Museum and 
should have consented to the placing of the beauii£iilly> 
worded plaque. 
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Gertnuic was buiicd lo the afttmoon of July lath, in ihc 
cemetery outside Bagdad, with the honoun^ of a tnUiiary 
fune^. " A huge concourse of liac|i$ and British," wc were 
told “ were present. The High Commissiona and the whole 
of the British Staff, civil, mifitary and Air Force, the Prime 
htini$tcr of Iraq and the members of the Cabinet, and asreat 
number of Ardb shcifcltt from the desert. The troops of the 
Iraq anny lined the road, and m enormous crowd paid a laa 
homage to one who was honoured throughout die length 
and breadth of the land.’* 

Her cofKn was borne from the gate of the cemcicir to the 
graveside by the group of young men on the High Gom- 
missionef's wiiose names recur so often in her letters, 
hiif indmate Baends and comiades, to whom her house was 
always a beloved centic, a meeting place and haven. Her 
death had come to them as an tmbclievabk catastrophe. 

The High Gommissioncz, Gertrude’s chief, issued an oi&ctal 
nodheation of her death, in which a sense of acute gnef is 
felt to underlie the digniffed and tc^ttalncd wording. 1 quote 
fpDTTi it two sentences which seem to me to sum up ail that 
can be Slid about her services b the Fad* 

“ She had for the last ten years of her life consecrated ail 
the indomitahlc fervour of her spirit and all the abounding 
gifo of hex m in d to the service of the Arab cause, and es¬ 
pecially to Iraq. At ba her body, alwaj-s fail, was broken 
by the energy of her souL” 

*‘Hcr bones reft where she had wished them to reS, in 
the soil of Iraq. Her ftiends arc left dcsokte.** 


But let us not mourn, those who ate left, even those who 
were ncar^ to her, that the end came to her so swiftly and 
so soon. life would inexoiably have led hec down the 
slope—Death ftayed at the summit. 
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